
Question-Answer Relationship Strategy (QAR) 
 
What is the question-answer relationship strategy? 
The question-answer relationship (QAR) strategy helps students understand the different types 
of questions. By learning that the answers to some questions are “Right There” in the text, that 
some answers require a reader to “Think and Search,” and that some answers can only be 
answered “On My Own,” students recognize that they must first consider the question before 
developing an answer. 
 
It also helps you as the teacher to ask more rigorous questions about the texts that you are 
reading with your students.  
 
How to use the question-answer relationship strategy: 
1. Explain to students that there are many questions readers can ask about their reading and that 
one way to find the answer is to think about what kind of question it is. Define the four types of 
questions and give an example. 

​​  
​​ Right There Questions: These are literal questions whose answers can be found in the text. 

Often the words used in the question are the same words found in the text. 
​​  
​​ Think and Search Questions: These ask readers to collect information from more than one 

part of the text and put it together to answer the question. 
​​  
​​ Author and You: These questions are based on information found in the text but ask the 

reader to relate the question to their own experience. Although the answer does not lie 
directly in the text, the student must have read it in order to answer the question. 

​​  
​​ On My Own: These questions do not require the students to have read the passage. Readers 

rely on their background or prior knowledge to answer the question. 
 
2. Read a short passage aloud to your students. 
 
3. Have questions of different types prepared to ask about the passage. When you have finished 
reading, read each question aloud and model how you decide which type of question you have 
been asked to answer. 
 
4. Show students how to find information to answer the question (e.g., in the text or from your 
own experiences). 
 
5. Have students generate their own questions, ask peers to answer their questions, and identify 
which kind of question they created.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This strategy is great because it isn't limited to ELA. Here are examples of how it can be used 
with a chart, a graph, and a picture: 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


