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How to Use This Guide & Color-Coded Designations:

I designed this document as a mobilization tool. In other words, while I hope you find it informative,
what really matters is that we use the information here to act. Specifically, I hope this document can
help people:

1) Support school board candidates who resist book bans and stand up for all students in their
district.

2) Connect like-minded voters with each other and with groups already working in each district.
3) Tie extremist candidates to their extreme positions.

To use this document:

mailto:booklovingtexanvotes@gmail.com


● Collaborate. This is a working document, and I want to add updates from people closer to the
action than I am. If you know something that should be added, please email me:
booklovingtexanvotes@gmail.com.

● Check back. Candidate filings were just finalized in late February, and some school districts
still haven’t updated their webpages with candidate names. Some candidates still don’t have
websites. Information is going to come in quickly, so check back often!

● Start with groups on the ground. One of the most important sections on each page is the
“Contacts on the ground” box–these are people who either know a lot about what’s going on in
a district or have already been working to prop up good candidates and challenge powerful
PACs. If you want to organize in a district, start by contacting them.

● Share. The more people who see this and use it, the better.

Terminology & Designations:

Candidates highlighted in red are either members of pro-censorship groups (Moms for Liberty, local
PACs) or have the support of such groups.

Candidates highlighted in orange echo pro-censorship talking points but don’t have documented links
to those groups.

Candidates highlighted in green either have a record of standing up for academic freedom, diversity and
inclusion or have been targeted by pro-censorship groups and thus need support. This is not necessarily
an endorsement–in races with multiple candidates, there may be more than one candidate worthy of this
designation.

Candidates not highlighted could be great, or awful, or somewhere in between. As I get more
information on them I’ll add it in the notes and change their designations if necessary.

“Contacts on the Ground” are local resources for organizing and information. If this is you, please let
me add your name/group here!

Introduction
Basic Background: The Way to Win
This is the third cycle I’ve made this document, and I bring you good news: it is very possible to avoid a
pro-censorship school board takeover, even in deep red districts in Texas. Look at what happened last
November: Of the 38 red- and orange-highlighted candidates I tracked in the last version of this
document, 30 lost. I profiled nine districts, and the good guys won out in seven of them on election day.
Seven of the eight Texas candidates endorsed by Moms for Liberty lost. If you care about academic
freedom and inclusive classrooms, election night in November of 2022 in Texas was a good night.

(That was a turnaround from last May, when pro-censorship, anti-inclusion candidates won the majority
of spots on boards in races they contested. I wrote about the lessons from that election here.)

The rules for defeating pro-censorship candidates are simple: organize and inform. Banning books and
attacking vulnerable students are unpopular positions, but candidates who support those positions have
won way too many races for three reasons: 1) pro-censorship forces have a massive organization and
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fundraising advantage; 2) voters don’t know who the book-banning candidates are; and (to a lesser
extent), 3) pro-censorship forces have been able to activate partisan instincts in red districts by turning
non-partisan school board elections into a fight between Democrats and Republicans.

So what do we do? In the last edition of this guide, I called the path to victory the Eanes/Richardson
playbook because of the great groups in those districts that effectively fought off well-funded slates of
pro-censorship candidates. But last fall gave us many more examples of outstanding community groups
doing great work to combat the better-funded, more-established PACs on the anti-inclusion side. Two
very different but similarly effective groups that deserve mention are Access Education Round Rock ISD
and the “StandUp” groups in the Houston suburbs Tomball, Klein, and (post-election) Conroe. If there’s a
group like that in your community, join it now. If there’s not, start one. Reach out to the leaders of
successful groups to learn how.

Those groups can help you with the “organize” part of the job. But organization depends on information,
and that’s where this document comes in. Share what you see here; make it your goal that every voter
going to the polls in May knows exactly who wants to ban books from and attack students in your
district’s schools.

Guiding Principles & Methodology
A few principles guided the construction of this document:

1. Education requires free inquiry and the exploration of diverse topics and perspectives.
2. Educators have a responsibility to the truth.
3. The classroom should be a welcoming environment for all students.
4. Educators are accountable to all students and to the parents of all students in a classroom–not just

the loudest parents or the ones that comprise the majority.
5. We can and should consider age-appropriateness when selecting texts for libraries and

classrooms, but that’s not the same thing as calling award-winning literature “pornography” or
accusing teachers and librarians of being pedophiles who are “grooming” or “sexualizing”
students.

With those guiding principles in mind, I looked for information on candidates’ positions on academic
freedom, on LGBTQ acceptance in the classroom, and on honest discussions of American history and
race relations. I tried to find out: Which candidates are trying to protect academic freedom and which
ones are trying to remove books and ideas from schools? Which candidates are scaremongering about
“critical race theory”? Which candidates are supporting inclusive classrooms and which ones are sending
the message that some students are unwelcome in the district?

For each of the contested races in a district, I went through these steps:
1. I looked at the language on hot-button issues on candidates’ campaign websites or Facebook

pages. If candidates listed endorsements, I took note of any high-profile supporters.
2. I checked the social media of each candidate (though many have scrubbed or locked their

personal accounts).
3. I checked to see what PACs are dedicated to hot-button issues in each district. I tried to discern if

PACs have endorsed any candidates yet (not usually) or spent any money to support or attack

https://accessrrisd.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/202448671321611
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1416421478811129
https://www.facebook.com/groups/857862388726703


anyone in the race. When possible, I checked their donor list and membership rolls, and looked at
their social media pages to see if any candidates have been active there or have attended their
events.

4. Where possible, I tried to determine if each candidate is a member of a Moms for Liberty
Facebook group (or a similar group) and, if so, if they are an active member–commenting,
sharing, liking, etc.

5. I went through minutes and videos of school board meetings in the district over the past year to
see if any candidates have spoken during public comment periods and, if so, what they’ve said.

6. I looked to see what political donations each candidate has made in the past five years. NOTE:
Donating to one party or another did not raise red flags for me per se, though I did note extremist
behavior, such as the two candidates in last May’s elections who donated thousands to the Donald
Trump campaign after November 6th, 2020–in other words, while the outgoing president was
trying to subvert a legal election.

7. Finally, I checked to see what candidates are saying on local media (local news articles, podcasts,
radio hits) or what’s being said about them.

NEW for 2023: This year, I also looked up every candidate’s primary voting history using the Reach app.
My goal was not to inject partisanship into these races, but rather the opposite. I had a hunch that doing so
would show the dividing line between pro-censorship and anti-censorship candidates isn’t a partisan one.
Turns out I was right. In the first place, there just aren’t many Democrats running for school board in rural
or suburban Texas. Almost everyone in the races I’m covering is a Republican. In other words, this isn’t a
question of partisanship; it’s about principles. Some people–Democrat and Republican–stand up for the
value of education. Some oppose it.

That’s important to keep in mind in the next few months, because you’re going to hear the
green-highlighted candidates in this guide called “leftists,” “Marxists” or “communists.” They’re not.

Scope:
I’m from North Texas (Fort Worth), live in Central Texas (Austin), and started my teaching career in
Houston (Spring Branch ISD). A lot of book challenges and attacks on educators have taken place in
suburban and exurban districts surrounding those places. So, just by focusing on the areas I know best,
I’ve been well situated to report on some of the most explosive school district battles in the state.

But the war on education is spreading through the whole state. I will expand this list to include as many
districts as I can (prioritizing the most contentious elections), but I’ll need help. If you have information
or know of a district that you think needs to be on this list, please email me at
booklovingtexanvotes@gmail.com.

Also note: I’ve only looked at contested school board races. Some of the best (or worst) candidates may
be running unopposed.

Finally: What if I don’t live in any of these districts?
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This is still your fight! I’m a teacher in Austin, and I’m forbidden by law from assigning any essay or
poem from the Pulitzer Prize-winning 1619 Project, even as a part of a balanced collection of
perspectives on race in the US. Why? I’d argue it’s a direct result of what has happened in school board
meetings and elections since 2021.

In other words:What happens in these districts doesn’t stay in these districts. As long as politicians
perceive that bullying trans kids, protecting white innocence, or accusing teachers of “grooming” is a
winning political issue, they will continue to do it.

So adopt a race and see how you can help. Can you plan a road trip to knock doors? Can you donate to a
candidate or a group doing the work on the ground? Can you support great statewide groups likeMothers
Against Greg Abbott and Blue Action Democrats/Safe Schools for All/2 Million Texans? Can you
amplify good voices and call out bad actors online?

We need your help!

National and Statewide Resources

● #FReadom
● Book Ban Busters (Red Wine & Blue)
● Dr. Tasslyn Magnusson’s Book Censorship Database (EveryLibrary Institute)
● Mothers Against Greg Abbott
● TxLEADSEd
● Pastors for Texas Children
● Texas Educators Vote
● Texans for the Right to Read
● We Make the Future
● Book Riot (includes weekly roundup of censorship news)
● Blue Action Democrats / Safe Schools for All / 2 Million Texans

DISTRICTS

Canyon ISD
Notes: Canyon ISD is home to the pro-censorship group Texans Wake Up, which is run by Jamie Haynes,
who is not a district parent but who regularly appears at Canyon board meetings to call for the removal of
books from the district. Last September, Texans Wake Up targeted by name (even sharing her staff photo)
a Canyon ISD English teacher who had shared photos on social media of her school library’s Banned
Books Week display. Predictably, the targeting led to calls for the teacher to be fired, and accusations of
“grooming” and “inciting children toward pornography.”

Texans Wake Up has been influential across the state. In April of 2022, it posted a video on its YouTube
page on How to Find the Harmful Parts of Books Without Reading It. The group was cited in Conroe

https://mothersagainstgregabbott.com
https://mothersagainstgregabbott.com
http://www.blueactiondems.com/
https://www.freadom.us/
https://www.redwine.blue/bbb
https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/book_censorship_database_magnusson
https://mothersagainstgregabbott.com
https://twitter.com/txleadsed
https://www.pastorsfortexaschildren.com
https://texaseducatorsvote.com
https://texansfortherighttoread.com/contact/
https://www.wemakethefuture.us
https://bookriot.com/
http://www.blueactiondems.com/
https://www.texanswakeup.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rX1JpG_FOzWb5asWQNCQ1OMFVGqKFWbl/view?usp=share_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRYBpCHr-LY


ISD, where book challengers did, in fact, challenge books without reading them, lying on district forms in
the process.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 2

Place 7

Place 3 (unexpired)

Jodi Davis
Katharyn Wiegand (I)

Laurie Gilliland
Derrick Thomas
Tiffany Rogers

Casey Posey
Josh Grisham
Claudia Burkett
Jared Wirt

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 2
● Jodi Davis is a former teacher who has been working both publicly and behind the scenes to

remove books from the district since late 2020, when her son was assigned The Glass Castle as
a reading option in a ninth-grade English class.

● The pro-censorship group Texans Wake Up has been particularly supportive of her case,
running articles highlighting ninth-grade reading assignments at her son’s school and
negatively reviewing The Glass Castle. Texans Wake Up leader Jamie Haynes also cheered on
her campaign announcement on Facebook.

● Davis and her husband have both spoken at board meetings, calling for stricter guidelines on
books available in the district. In February, her husband also berated the district for only giving
parents 13 days to review the 600 books it was planning to purchase for its libraries–a
complaint that makes sense if you think parents are supposed to vet every single book a library
acquires.

● Davis has laid out a clear, if absurd, standard she would like the district to adopt for its books:
language in the books should adhere to the district’s Student Code of Conduct. To show how
The Glass Castle failed to live up to this standard, Davis read aloud every curse word in the
book at one school board meeting–every “sonofabitch,” “ass,” and “chickenshit”--and pointed
out that her son would not be allowed to say those or write those words in school. Of course,
that standard would also preclude the teaching of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men,MLK’s
“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” and hundreds of literary classics.

● Davis has shared ugly content on social media targeting trans individuals and undocumented
immigrants. On January 7th, 2021–the day after the Capitol Riot–she approvingly passed along
anonymous comments complaining that “if a dude pretends to be a woman, you are required to
pretend with him” and “Irish doctors and German engineers who want to immigrate to the US
must go through a rigorous vetting process, but any illiterate gang-bangers who jump the
southern fence are welcomed.” “He said everything I have been thinking!!” Davis wrote.

Place 7
● Tiffany Rogers has been a member of the district’s School Health Advisory Committee. On her

https://frankstrong.medium.com/35-books-in-conroe-isd-6135faf5b7df
https://www.texanswakeup.com/
https://www.texanswakeup.com/post-1/chs-freshman-reading-lists-2020
https://www.texanswakeup.com/post-1/cisd-2020-book-permission-process
https://www.texanswakeup.com/post-1/cisd-2020-book-permission-process-udate
https://www.texanswakeup.com/post-1/book-review-the-glass-castle
https://www.facebook.com/jodi.hilldavis/posts/pfbid0atgVvoVvtRQt8C1JEJZNPQ4V39Rtmx3sB1JKm9F92QCxAaaBBe2jYM1b3LRfU5hSl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERtPpEy8yew
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5135957
https://www.facebook.com/jodi.hilldavis/posts/pfbid032nDC5J6DSsudy8C3rb79wttMDad51yKgNC12e25GMnJdvZGyrUMRbiSxrd3nVxgUl


campaign website, she lists among her top issues: “Advocate for children’s innocence” and
“Stop radical indoctrination from entering the classroom”

● She entered the race with full support from Jodi Davis, who said “She would be an amazing
voice for the north part of CISD. She definitely has my vote.”

Place 3
● Davis also shared one of Casey Posey’s campaign posts–a definite red flag. Posey has been

quiet about his stances, giving a basic non-answer when asked directly about his position on the
board’s role in evaluating library books.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 2
● Katharyn Wiegand has been a trustee since 2011. She has voted in every Republican primary

for which I could find a record (dating back to 2012).
● When asked directly about library books, Wiegand gave a measured response: “The school

board reviewed current policies and created a new committee to review books about which a
concern has been shared. The school board added a policy in 2022 for a similar review of
library books. The school board should continue to monitor policies and make adjustments
where needed.” It’s not exactly a bold defense of intellectual freedom, but it is level-headed
and far preferable to her opponent’s stances and record.

● Donate to or volunteer for Katharyn Wiegand.

Place 7
● Laurie Gilliland is a former teacher whose campaign slogan is “An Educator for Education.”

Gilliland taught for 32 years, including 15 in Canyon ISD.
● Gilliland has expressed support for the district’s current book selection policies, writing, “I am

a proponent of using books in the classroom to enrich learning. CISD has created a district
policy and procedures to select books. This process involves parents, community, school
personnel and board members. I believe that books should be grade appropriate and not contain
inappropriate content. Board members must abide by the policies in place and choose books
that promote learning and reflect the values of the community.”

● Gilliland does not yet appear to have a website, but here is her campaign Facebook page.

● Derrick Thomas is a businessman and Dimmitt High School graduate.
● I haven’t yet found a campaign website or Facebook page for Derrick Thomas.

Place 3 (unexpired)
(NOTE: The candidates for this race have generally been pretty vague about their positions. I will
definitely update as more information becomes available.)

● Claudia Burkett served as a trustee from 2021 to 2022. She is a CISD parent and grandparent,
and has served the district for 25 years.

● When asked directly about district library books, this was her answer: “I want to be clear. I
unequivocally do not want sexually explicit material/pornography in our school libraries. I also
don’t want to start banning books, that is a slippery slope! The school board’s role is to ensure
the necessary materials and environments are available for our students to learn. What is taught
must meet state requirements. We also need to allow parents to parent their child.”

● I haven’t found Burkett’s website yet, but here’s her campaign Facebook page.

https://tiffanyrogers4cisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR1iE0QZdd7-TAyb04xIAXmnGqZri4PHG5xQlDKiE7YH7sNa7-rxv1Hli-U
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https://www.facebook.com/jodi.hilldavis/posts/pfbid0doJZHRjFom6fBvdurDiU7Rw48aG6ERGzyH1o9KHMRDGbnNqwRCW2NNx6w7jGnDfgl
https://caseyforcanyonisd.com/
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5136029
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5135957
http://www.wiegand4cisd.com/
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5135958
https://www.facebook.com/people/Laurie-Gilliland-for-Canyon-ISD-School-Board/100090520867017/
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5136029
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090609460073


● Like most of his fellow candidates, Josh Grisham gave a cautious non-answer when asked
about the district book policy: “We’ve been talking about books for far too long. I want to start
at the beginning, mapping the process through approving book selections. The school board’s
role, in my opinion, is to ensure our administration has a clear process in place to properly
review book selections. Book selection policies can be proposed once we have
board/administrator alignment and a process is working. The school board should be engaged
to ensure selections align with district educational expectations.”

● I haven’t found Grisham’s website yet, but here’s his campaign Facebook page.

● Jared Wirt is a Captain in the Randall County Sheriff’s Office.
● Wirt gave one of the stronger answers to the League of Women Voters question about the role

of the school board in book selection decisions: “It is obvious to me that the system we have in
place is working. Mistakes have been made in the types of materials allowed into our libraries,
and the community is doing exactly what it should to correct this. The school board should hear
these concerns and then set appropriate systems in place to guide the district in making future
decisions on how these materials are vetted to fit within the boundaries set forth.”

● Wirt gave a similarly level-headed, non-reactionary response when pressed about SEL
(social-emotional learning, one of the current scaremonger buzzwords) on his campaign
Facebook page: “I admittedly do not have a complete knowledge of the curriculum currently
being taught, but it is my understanding that they cover topics such as gratitude, accountability,
giving, etc. Coping with anxiety is a valuable skill, and while I hope a child at any age would
not have anxiety, unfortunately many do. I think it is helpful to build a foundation early that can
be built upon as they grow. Not only would they have the ability to recognize it in themselves,
but potentially be equipped to help others around them who struggle.”

● I haven’t found Wirt’s website yet, but here’s his campaign Facebook page.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Carroll ISD
Notes: Near the end of Mike Hixenbaugh and Antonia Hylton’s podcast Southlake, the two reporters
describe talking to a supporter of the district’s proposed diversity measures on the night of the town’s
devastating May 2021 school board election. “We lost, now we just have to take a little time off and
regroup,” she said. “We have lost a battle, but we haven’t lost the war. The town is changing, more people
are moving in. So it’s not going to be like this forever.”

https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5136029
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5136029
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090769715966
https://onyourballot.vote411.org/race-detail.do?id=5136029
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090434440572
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090434440572


So far, things aren’t getting better and the outcome of the war in Southlake is looking worse and worse.
Southlake Families PAC, the group behind the anti-diversity candidates in that election, powered Andrew
Yeager and Alex Sexton to easy victories last May. The PAC’s leader, Leigh Wambsganss, is now
working with Patriot Mobile Action PAC, which is flooding districts across North Texas with money.

And if brighter times are ahead, they’re certainly not visible yet. This May, two more candidates affiliated
with Southlake Families PAC, Dudley Jordan and Christy Stacy, will take seats unopposed on the board.
They’ll replace, respectively, Sheri Mills and Michelle Moore, who have both been frequent targets of
attacks by critics of pro-diversity, anti-racist, and LGBTQ-inclusive education.

There is one competitive race in the district, for Place 2, between Eric Lannen and Zdenka (Zee) Duran.
Both have red flags. But as information becomes available about their stances I’ll update below, and I’m
praying to see a ray of light from one of them. Because students in Southlake need a voice of
responsibility and moderation on their increasingly one-sided board.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 2 Eric W. Lannen (I)
Zdenka (Zee) Duran

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

● Incumbent Eric Lannen has been on the wrong side of several crucial votes in Southlake over
the past several years. In 2020, he voted against the Cultural Competence Action Plan that
ignited a backlash against efforts to address persistent racism in the district. In 2022, he voted
to reprimand a teacher for having the book This Book is Anti-Racist in her classroom library.

● There’s not much information available about Zee Duran online, but she has donated to
Southlake Families PAC in the past and endorsed extremist candidate Andrew Yeager in his
2022 school board campaign.

Alternative Candidate(s)

● If one of the above candidates proves better than the other, I’ll move them down here. For now,
I’m wary of both.

Contacts on the Ground

● Southlake Anti-Racism Coalition
● Southlake Together

Organizing steps/upcoming events

https://www.facebook.com/eric.lannen.9/posts/pfbid0ruB7DSmRrVvRcc9GFKevbzQwHZUTh7tMnuNmACG2n98B1yP9gLbKq2ZGcfzXCrNWl
http://204.65.203.5/public/100848379.pdf
https://www.southlakearc.com
https://twitter.com/Southlake4All


● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Denton ISD

Contested Races Candidates

Place 6

Place 7

Charlie Stinson
Lori Tays
Terry A. Senne

Patsy Sosa-Sanchez (I)
Carolyn Rachaner

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 6
● Terry Senne calls herself an “independent conservative voice and advocate for the students and

families of Denton ISD.” Her website announces, “We find ourselves on the educational
precipice, not only in Denton ISD, but in public school systems nation-wide. We must apply
the brakes now and change our current course, or we will free-fall to a point of no return.”

● According to Senne, we’re at an educational crossroads because:
○ Schools are indoctrinating our children rather than protecting them.
○ Sexualization of our children appears to be a primary focus nowadays.
○ Schools have long since left the traditional Godly values and principles upon which our

country was founded.
○ Academic performance is not up to standard.
○ Schools are attempting to circumvent parents and guardians; making decisions that

belong to the family.
● Senne appeared with Allen West at a recent campaign event that also featured Families

Engaged member and fellow board candidate Carolyn Rachaner. (There are about 10 red flags
in that sentence)

● Senne wrote to the Texas Legislature to voice her support of HB 900, which would ban
Lonesome Dove from Texas schools: “I strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful,
sexually explicit materials in public schools.”

● Charlie Stinson ran for a spot on the board in 2022 on a series of dog whistles: “Keep politics,
sexualization & social activism out of the classroom; factual based curriculum.”

● In between Trumpy election-denying posts and Bama football fan posts, Stinson’s personal
twitter feed includes scaremongering about CRT and a tweet calling Austin ISD “mind
polluters,” while publicizing the Bircher-backed pseudo-documentary (The Mind Polluters)
that drove the Moms for Liberty wild last spring.

Place 7

https://www.terryfordentonisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR0KxdkQG7UFwLAt06-4LpySso1gjSAYahUUlkxS31xwBod5XiUGFBBS9-g
https://www.terryfordentonisd.com/platform
https://www.facebook.com/terrydentonisd/posts/pfbid02YDiXUpJnAyr7CxUckvfP9fM7CxXFwyp1nPsLccLfiXr5VtxVZxDVP4f1YGXoPeQFl
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/publiccomments/billhistory/HB00900H.pdf
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/jared-patterson-lonesome-dove-book-bans/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/jared-patterson-lonesome-dove-book-bans/
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2022/04/22/weir-amy-bundgus-and-charlie-stinson-running-for-denton-isd-board/
https://twitter.com/CharlieDStinson?fbclid=IwAR1bwE9O7h928fD6c_zjHaRzfLlbcsy52sPCNLFmIj2ihTj7xPn37ka1IYE
https://twitter.com/AccuracyInMedia/status/1506665089222422535?s=20
https://twitter.com/CharlieDStinson/status/1511131332088320002?s=20


● Carolyn Rachaner is a member of the conspiracist book-banning group Families Engaged for
Effective Education. Her campaign-related posts on her personal Facebook page have been
liked by luminaries of the North Texas book banning world like McKinney’s Kyle “KD” Sims
and Fort Worth/Peaster’s Hollie Plemons.

● A recent Rachaner campaign event included Allen West and Place 6 candidate Terry Senne.
● Like Senne, Rachaner supports HB 900, which would ban Lonesome Dove (and countless other

works of literature) from Texas schools. She wrote to the House Committee on Public
Education, “I am writing to support HB 900 and to rid our school libraries of sexually explicit
books. Our public schools should be focused on education, and they should not be providing
minors with erotic books and traumatic descriptions of sexual activities. This should be
unacceptable in the state of Texas! Parents desperately need this bill to pass to protect our
children.”

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 6
● Lori Tays is a pediatric ER nurse and parent of two Denton ISD students who describes herself

as “an advocate for special education resources in our community.”
● Tays has an engaging Facebook presence that includes bite-sized videos she calls “Tays Talks,”

meant to inform viewers about the district and the roles and responsibilities of the school board.
● Tays has advocated for public schools and against the voucher system of SB8.
● She has garnered an impressive list of local endorsements, including Little Elm City Council

member Jamell Johnson and former Denton ISD board member Rudy Rodriguez.
● Donate to Lori Tays.

Place 7
● Patsy Sosa-Sánchez is an assistant professor at UNT-Dallas and has also taught at Texas

Woman’s University, from which she holds a doctorate in Reading Education. A former
elementary educator, Sosa-Sánchez helped implement the first dual language program in
Denton ISD and has a long history of service in the district.

● Donate to or volunteer for Patsy Sosa-Sánchez.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Fort Worth ISD

https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.facebook.com/carolynmarier/posts/895326908255679:895326908255679
https://www.facebook.com/CarolynDentonISD/posts/pfbid0QiQX6CqH88zmfen6oSPVxiYJTS6rgYthRVuqEvCSYPmRAk9MQavoL3qVifALYfWYl
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/publiccomments/billhistory/HB00900H.pdf
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/jared-patterson-lonesome-dove-book-bans/
https://www.facebook.com/LoriForDentonISD
https://www.facebook.com/reel/737772751228952
https://www.facebook.com/LoriForDentonISD/posts/pfbid08d6YCyEDSJmceFJuc9493N45htj7yaW8oSRvfiGQQ2Az7ed5xDfPwYRwwCN6btPLl
https://www.facebook.com/LoriForDentonISD/posts/pfbid0P1MPT9ebFjJyfvYRP4WSJzFXbSfUso23vmvhz4hHs2PXdPwRSmLuoJ42rVyagWVHl
https://www.facebook.com/LoriForDentonISD/posts/pfbid0ubuc5XycArS9745rNJ4EpxApHY9p4c5rW24eHPHmk6ZR6GuXphmkHwWecruYcKsul
https://donorbox.org/lori-tays-for-denton-isd-place-6?fbclid=IwAR1FPrR4Vsx8WU526QWw4hflDRQADrhXhJB0qaN9VQlRjT6r_9mrf2h1H20
https://www.patsyfordisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR0G1_5rqcWe3qfrZTtx5GF466VsjdzScmgr2x0T-Oq9Ltq1XPhgV0iQt_M


Notes: Pro-censorship groups have had little success at winning school board seats in urban Texas. This is
as true in Fort Worth (where the public-school student population is 89% non-white) as it is in Houston or
Austin. That doesn’t mean they haven’t tried. Last May, a member of Moms for Liberty financed the
unsuccessful campaign of candidate Trischelle Strong (no relation) in Fort Worth’s District 6, calling her
opponents “Marxists.” Strong came in third.

But while these groups failed to win a spot on the FWISD board, they have succeeded in greatly
disrupting the board’s business and limiting learning for Fort Worth students. Most recently, a group of
activists swarmed the board’s December and January meetings to protest the district’s use of a sex-ed
curriculum that they said “sexualized’ children and promoted “the transgender-industrial complex.”

“You have awakened the Body of Christ,” said Valeria Nevarez, who brought her whole family with her
to take turns chastising the board for the program—which had already been paid for, which required
parental opt-in permission for participation, and which had been used in a previous form by the district
since 2014. As a result of the outcry, the district canceled all sex-ed classes in the district for the
remainder of the school year. “How will the parents who opted in their children into sexual education last
semester be informed that their children did not receive the education they requested? How and when will
the parents who opted in their children this semester be notified that their children will not receive the
sexual education that they chose for their children?” asked a nurse and member of the School Health
Advisory Committee. On a night when many non-district parents were throwing around the term “parents’
rights,” those were genuine questions about parents’ ability to direct their children’s education.

The cancellation of sex-ed was one of a line of coups for a particularly vocal group of activists in and
around Fort Worth. In 2022, they celebrated the resignations of Superintendent Kent Scribner, trustee

https://fortworthisd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=5006
https://fortworthisd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=5013
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/fort-worth-isd-drops-sex-ed-despite-2-6-million-purchase-of-materials-in-april/


Jacinto Ramos, and district DEI committee co-chair Norma García-López, all of whom extremist Carlos
Turcios associated with what he called “CRT and “wokeism.” Another local activist, Hollie Plemons,
keeps a running image of district leaders and employers activists have run out of the district.

Turcios and Plemons are two names to know in the district—though they aren’t on the ballot, they’ve
orchestrated most of the pro-censorship and anti-inclusion movement in the district for the past two years.
Plemons has actively recruited candidates for trustee on Facebook for a year, and celebrated when
Nevarez, Eagle Forum president Pat Carlson, and Josh Yoder signed up to challenge incumbents at the
filing deadline.

Turcios and Plemons are outside of the political mainstream in Fort Worth, but that’s no reason to rest
easy about these races. Unlike in suburban districts where school board races have been battles for
months, Fort Worth ISD doesn’t seem to have the sort of laser-focused support group that can defend
against a board takeover. And in a low-turnout May election, energy can go a long way towards a win. On
top of that, Turcios and Plemons are savvier than your average board raiders in suburban Texas districts.
They’ve been doing this for a while, and have honed messages that might hide their extremism while
sending dog whistles to the area’s most extreme political elements.

When I think about Fort Worth, a town I love, I think about that lone voice speaking up for reason at the
January board meeting, and I hope she gets the support she needs.

Contested Races Candidates

District 2

District 3

District 5

Tobi Jackson (I)
Patricia “Pat” Carlson

Quinton “Q” Phillips
Mar’Tayshia James
Valeria Nevarez

Carin “CJ” Evans
Kevin Lynch
Josh Yoder

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

District 2
● Patricia “Pat” Carlson is a doozy. The former president of the Texas Eagle Forum–the rabidly

anti-gay, anti-feminist group started in the 1970s Phyllis Schlafly–Carlson has a long record of
making incendiary comments aboutMuslims and gays. But her biggest hobby-horse has been
lobbying against sex education in public schools–an obsession that puts her right in line with
the interests of the activists trying to re-shape Fort Worth ISD.

● It’s no surprise, then, that pro-censorship, anti-sex-ed extremist Hollie Plemons celebrated
Carlson’s entry into the District 2 race, calling her a “great” candidate.

District 3
● Plemons also celebrated the entry of Valeria Nevarez, a central character in the December and

January spectacles opposing the district’s sex-ed curriculum. In a social media video, Nevarez

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10222628297115353&set=a.3500345946601
https://www.facebook.com/HollieDavisPlemons/posts/pfbid0WpELqb1UwFSmq4HNcKDVoipcbaF6yNDWtwRbNssEmHSwtZAyvCswWUB3omoZnPCgl
https://www.facebook.com/HollieDavisPlemons/posts/pfbid0bStgtpuqKjqSE9vXyhxNkoEMhYF22YMG6jBCRsM1gGEGU2dqNEViXp6VjPNMM4del
https://tfn.org/fanning-the-flames-of-bigotry-in-texas/
https://tfn.org/bigotry-and-ignorance-from-tx-eagle-forum/
https://tfn.org/the-right-lies-again-in-the-tx-speaker-battle/
https://www.facebook.com/HollieDavisPlemons/posts/pfbid02sPTpp9xZdVmVXXtyNTn1ikV2dnhgjcy67krrQjj6ECQfvxBg1GkbZbQhuj2B1f5ul
https://www.facebook.com/HollieDavisPlemons/posts/pfbid02sPTpp9xZdVmVXXtyNTn1ikV2dnhgjcy67krrQjj6ECQfvxBg1GkbZbQhuj2B1f5ul
https://fortworthisd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=5013


claimed that FWISD would be “adopting a sex-ed curriculum that is going to destroy the
hearts, minds, and futures of your children.”

● Nevarez is also a member of Families Engaged for Effective Education.

District 5
● Not much information is available online about Josh Yoder. The Fort Worth report describes

him as a “Fort Worth resident,” and even the ultra-conservative Fort Worth Watchdog doesn’t
have much to say about him. But pro-censorship activist Hollie Plemons called him a “great”
candidate, so until I get more information about him, he’s getting a red highlight.

Alternative Candidate(s)

District 2
● District 2 incumbent and board president Tobi Jackson is an Eastern Hills High School

graduate who lists volunteerism as one of her family’s core values. Jackson has been on the
board since 2010, and has focused on “sustainable, outcomes driven efforts on behalf of ALL
Fort Worth youth.”

● Donate to or volunteer for Tobi Jackson.

District 3
● District 3 incumbent Quinton “Q” Phillips has been under constant attack from anti-inclusion

and pro-censorship forces in Fort Worth as a chair of the district’s Racial Equity Committee.
Phillips is a graduate of District 3’s Dunbar High School (Full disclosure: I attended Dunbar
Middle School–Go Wildcats!) and Prairie View A&M University. He worked as a probation
officer and an adjunct professor at TCU and is a passionate advocate for both Stop Six and
Dunbar.

● Donate to or volunteer for Quinton Phillips.

● Challenger for District 3 Mar’Tayshia James is the president of the Echo Heights
Environmental Coalition. If I get more information about her stances on censorship and
inclusive classrooms, I’ll update this listing.

● Donate to or volunteer for Mar’Tayshia James. (website pending)

District 5
● I really don’t know what Fort Worth’s extremists have against District 5 incumbent CJ Evans

except a vendetta against every board member in the district and a desire to burn the whole
city’s school system to the ground. But that’s where we are in 2023. Evans, who has voted in
four out of five Republican primaries since 2012, was elected in 2019 after being endorsed by
Judy Needham–another Republican primary voter.

● Donate to or volunteer for CJ Evans.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://fortworthreport.org/2023/02/20/second-challenger-files-to-run-for-district-5-on-fort-worth-isd-school-board/
https://fortworthreport.org/2023/02/20/second-challenger-files-to-run-for-district-5-on-fort-worth-isd-school-board/
https://www.facebook.com/fwisdwatchdog/posts/pfbid02aRNFSURjL5nWZavRKkf6Nj1XDCaZ9XoZTo7wcp8HZDj4sQSco7BAy1KZXG88jqUjl?locale=ps_AF
https://www.facebook.com/fwisdwatchdog/posts/pfbid02aRNFSURjL5nWZavRKkf6Nj1XDCaZ9XoZTo7wcp8HZDj4sQSco7BAy1KZXG88jqUjl?locale=ps_AF
https://www.fwisd.org/page/355
https://tobiforschools.com/
https://tanglewoodmoms.com/madeworthy/its-all-about-the-kids-a-conversation-with-quinton-q-phillips/
https://tanglewoodmoms.com/madeworthy/its-all-about-the-kids-a-conversation-with-quinton-q-phillips/
https://www.quintonphillips.com/
https://www.cjevansforfwisd.com/


● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Frisco ISD
Notes: Frisco has one of several Texas boards that has steadily restricted students’ freedom to read over
the past two years while simultaneously facing blistering attacks from extremist groups for not taking
enough books out of students’ hands. In November, the board adopted a new library materials policy to
the chagrin of district librarians and teachers. The result? Several books that had been challenged and
returned to shelves were removed on appeal. Nearby McKinney ISD copied the policy in January, and
state legislators are reportedly looking at it as a model for thinking about limiting books in schools
statewide.

For years, the board in Frisco has leaned moderate-to-conservative, and most of the trustees vote in
Republican primaries. In last May’s low turnout election, pro-censorship candidates Marvin Lowe and
Stephanie Elad squeaked their way onto the board (Lowe was elected by 51 votes) with the support of a
well-funded PAC, Families 4 Frisco. Now, with two seats up for election, the PAC hopes to secure an
extremist majority.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 4

Place 5

Dynette Davis
Reed Bond

Mark Hill
Susan Kershaw

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Reed Bond has donated to Families 4 Frisco, the group that supported Lowe and Elad. Other

donors to the PAC include Allen West and book-banning trustees Andrew Yeager (Carroll ISD)
and Cody Weaver (Plano ISD). The PAC, in turn, is supporting Bond.

● Bond attended a meeting about “sex trafficking and pornography in schools” hosted by
Families 4 Frisco (to which he has donated) called Battlefield Innocence, which was also
attended by McKinney gadfly Kyle “KD” Sims, PAC-backed far-right trustees Lowe and Elad,
and Texas Scorecard writer Erin Anderson.

Place 5
● Susan Kershaw has also donated to Families 4 Frisco.
● Along with Sims, one of the area’s chief advocates for censorship is Alison Lambert Darrell,

who tagged Kershaw in a photo with Representative Jared Patterson. Patterson challenged
dozens of books in the Frisco ISD, and appealed committee decisions when the books weren’t
removed. In the post with Kershaw, Darrell described Patterson as “the MUSCLE of the Frisco
Mama Bears,” praising him for his commitment “to protect our children from
hypersexualization, homosexualization, and transgenderization in the Frisco ISD.”

https://twitter.com/frankstrong/status/1598156129405898752?s=46&t=S0jgWb1Jy8Qleb51npVX0w
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/mckinney-isd-changes-its-definition
https://www.friscoisd.org/about/board-of-trustees/board-elections/results
https://twitter.com/families4frisco/status/1628961488994988035?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10222054348817844&set=pcb.10222054349297856
https://www.facebook.com/events/575054317813604
https://www.facebook.com/alison.darrell/posts/pfbid02DpiLb8z5W2tQ8wvB6aQN8Xj6YZC1KxBABjyVyk47HypvwPmmWpUGTXEDE8c1z9Wil


● Kershaw has voiced her support of HB 900, which would ban Lonesome Dove from Texas
schools.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Dynette Davis is a former teacher and curriculum developer with an M.A. in Curriculum and

Instruction. She’s the first African American trustee in the history of Frisco ISD.
● At a November meeting in which the board made final banning decisions on seven books

including The Glass Castle, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, and The Perks of
Being a Wallflower, Davis voted to keep six of the seven books (more than any other trustee).
Davis said her votes were informed by reading all of the challenged books in their
entirety–something the district’s M4L trustees refused to do.

● Davis isn’t perfect–in a November Facebook post, she defended the board’s ill-considered
changes to its book reconsideration policy–but her moderation and commitment to due process
represent an important balance to the extremists currently on the board and those seeking to
join it.

● Donate to or volunteer for Dynette Davis.

Place 5
● Mark Hill has no obvious red flags on his website. Though I’ll look forward to more specific

information on where he stands on issues, his announcement of his campaign was welcomed
warmly by Dustin Paschal, who ran for trustee in 2022. Hill is an attorney who has voted
consistently in Republican primaries. He describes himself as the son of teachers and a product
of public schools.

● Donate to or volunteer for Mark Hill.

Contacts on the Ground

● United4FISD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Godley ISD

Contested Races Candidates

All positions on
board are open; top
two vote-getters
will win seats.

Craig Stevenson (I)
Greg Miller (I)
Kayla Herburger Lain
Nova Olson

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/publiccomments/billhistory/HB00900H.pdf
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/jared-patterson-lonesome-dove-book-bans/
https://www.facebook.com/dynetteadavisfisdtrustee/posts/pfbid02xfMjS6GvkV5APwR5hFMBZrfvW7VaAXnyTGDoDrD4SVEN8rBEKwD24JLugcTSESLdl
https://www.dynetteadavis4fisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR0vWGgOmWs7_Y9n_bbehg87KhFgUqeNcD0P2ZsDgQ_4lng_vnEMEsDSU1M
https://www.markhillforfriscoisd.com/
https://www.markhillforfriscoisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086972702907


Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

● Kayla Herburger Lain and Nova Olson are both members of the Facebook group for Families
Engaged for Effective Education.

● Lain, who homeschools her kids, is one of the most active commenters on the group’s
Facebook page, where she posts about the district “sexualizing” students because it provides
links to mental health resources for LGBTQ youth, argues in favor of restricting books in
public libraries, and advocates in favor of eliminating the property taxes that fund public
schools.

● Like Lain, Olson is a passionate advocate for abolishing property taxes.
● Her personal Facebook page is also awash with anti-“CRT” posts, anti-gay and anti-trans posts

(including several about praying the gay away), and posts about “porn” in school libraries.

Alternative Candidate(s)

● Neither incumbent (Craig Stevenson, Greg Miller) seems to have a campaign website, though
Stevenson does have a campaign Facebook page. Stevenson has a history of voting in
Republican primaries.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Grapevine Colleyville ISD
Notes: Last May, Grapevine-Colleyville ISD was part of the Patriot Mobile wave in North Texas, with a
sea of money helping to sweep two pro-censorship and anti-LGBTQ candidates, Tammy Nakamura and
Kathy Florence Spradley, onto the board.

Though Nakamura and Spradley ran on “taking politics out of schools” and “restoring a focus on
academics,” they immediately did the opposite, joining with trustees Shannon Braun and Casey Ford to
enact restrictions on books and teaching, and to exclude trans from district sports and bathrooms.
Nakamura even bragged about having a hit list of teachers the district was intending to run off. Since their
election, board meetings have become even more contentious, the district is hemorrhaging educators, and

https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid026rs1ghdHPDFjEj9uDn5K3hdibD1CDsdjzh9Yb3xoUvZFw6jgJeB9qZfy8qjM7EEKl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid023B8z6qyEizAc2i1er5BA5oX9uAXN7Uh6ACkBFaVSYksXsEvEVMq1snzTcgp1u4Vdl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid0SDS9ZuojgryWk3NqeHb2KqRrPD4SSiSHgDc2frYwKrSPyLiSiyMUxraZWVv8VVqal
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid02bFkYNw2fCNDjyPwFfnfjU4JyZ3FqPpUtgZ576HVqPqqAg8D4B3UgPM84May212CHl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid02dW9ZSvBZft3gerH7quTRpoUdzC5pm4o3sZYmUHyykRUoiFKeakxERSZQhiQfdvPVl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid0tCXwhxnh2a3AR4teXcPDdobpWJ9sqmFZBuoGeoebZNEdMRpP3kEu9zbocZZoAGU5l
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid02eUHLD67irS78YvoQyVkFTPoPpbCn1TUstuGHG4wVUcnZnTMaQqxeSSNc9NtKuvnsl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid062NhBwRWcrf22a6GGYQLXxozQ61XUD2nU7jUTr3GvELPfjCkiWs8bAeCvwvNvvECl
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid0bABXtaoDSfvLzy2c9tzJTRPvzuGP2gBtBHZys6FkeWdM2nAAijcWuv7GBksbFcK3l
https://www.facebook.com/novao1/posts/pfbid0BusfnSqfnuP1uwYXkWP1s16R4YZG64B76R37WwZGZ4bbdosq6FuECtTtqXAGK4Zml
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084753294622
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/08/22/grapevine-colleyville-isd-transgender-critical-race-theory/


Grapevine-Colleyville ISD has lost its designation as one of DFW’s “Top 100 Places to Work,” an award
it had held for four consecutive years.

Because Patriot Mobile funded so many successful candidates in North Texas last year, it’s easy to forget
that those races were not the same. In GCISD, the results were fairly close. In part, that’s because GCISD
had an excellent, organized group on the ground, Protect GCISD, that helped to inform and mobilize
voters. This year, they’re joined by United for GCISD, which has done a phenomenal job of detailing the
extremism of the current board majority, and its negative effects on the district’s students. Both groups
deserve your support.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 5

Place 6

Place 7

Dave Stine
Sergio Harris
A.J. Pontillo

Richard Newton
Dianna Sager

Mary Humphrey
Mark Wollin
Kimberly Phoenix

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 5
● A.J. Pontillo has worked in law enforcement for 16 years. Apart from a promise to use that

background to improve student safety, his campaign website doesn’t say much that you won’t
find on any other candidate’s site.

● But Pontillo does seem to have the support of GCISD Parents PAC, a book-banning group that
worked to elect Nakamura and Kathy Florence Spradley to the board last year. The PAC
welcomed Pontillo, Place 6 candidate Richard Newton, and Place 7 candidate Mary Humphrey
to a meet-and-greet hosted by True Texas Project leader Fred McCarty.

Place 6
● Richard Newton formerly served on the Colleyville City Council. His entrance into the Place 6

race was welcomed by a whole slew of North Texas book banners, from Families Engaged
leader Mary Lowe to current GCISD trustees Kathy Florence Spradley and Casey Ford.

● After Nakamura and Spradley joined with Ford and Braun to impose a chaotic book-banning,
anti-LGBTQ spree on the district, Newton expressed support for them and their policies.

● In return Nakamura–again, the trustee who kept a list of teachers she wants to chase from the
district–warmly endorsed Newton, saying, “I am so excited. Every person in GCISD should be
excited and rally to help elect Richard Newton to GCISD.”

Place 7
● Mary Humphrey is a former teacher whose entrance into the race was celebrated by a number

of Moms for Liberty, Families Engaged, and GCISD Parents PAC members. Her campaign

https://texasbipartisan.org/united-for-gcisd/deep-dive-teachers
https://www.protectgcisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR1MJTlLCiZt3YGRGjeYdSYo0_8gR6xZ8-RfkyHt-n-yRRhe3X3Djx8OSLg
https://texasbipartisan.org/united-for-gcisd
https://www.ajforgcisd.com/
https://gcisdparents.com/pedophilia
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100075847361724/search/?q=Humphrey
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.facebook.com/richard.w.newton.16/posts/pfbid037THBmVR48bLLJPjgFCJAXbMDTgq8nrRaPGnXjUHwuiBiPcW63dJ8n71Hi9ZMKh3xl
https://www.facebook.com/TammyforGCISD/posts/pfbid0QNkcY5NrQuT1As4drRqTzMu9WW4SBEdrMv3GbZqYihPeXVAqxXkLLSgM34EHvw4Hl


studiously avoided controversial language in her website, but Humphrey has the support of the
district’s book-banning PAC. Erin Anderson, a writer for the extremist site Texas Scorecard,
wrote that she aligns with the current anti-LGBTQ, anti-book board majority.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 5
● Dave Stine ran unsuccessfully for the board in 2022. He is a former federal criminal

investigator, a veteran, and a GCISD parent who is married to a teacher.
● Stine is running on a platform of “prioritizing students over divisive political noise.” That’s a

hard phrase to parse, as taking politics out of the classroom is something lots of candidates
claim to be doing–even while running on explicitly partisan or political grounds. That said, the
language on Stine’s website is promising, if not as specific as I’d hope. One of his goals, for
example, is “safeguarding academic programs and materials that meet all of our student’s
individual needs, restoring GCISD’s place as a destination district.”

● As a part of his non-political emphasis, Stine is refusing to take money or support from any
PAC, and seems to be pitching his candidacy as a middle-ground option for the district.

● Stine voted in the 2022 Republican primary.
● Donate to or volunteer for Dave Stine.

● Sergio Harris is a teacher, a veteran, and former Army combat medic. His priorities include
improving the district’s mental health resources, spending responsibly, providing students safe
and secure schools, valuing inclusion, and retaining teachers. He writes, “I’m committed to
creating a school system where parents, teachers and students from all walks of life are
represented, acknowledged, and treated with respect. I believe all students, parents, and
teachers should feel safe, welcome, and included in our district.”

● Harris has the support of Protect GCISD, a group that has fought hard to support teachers and
defend the district against attacks on public education.

● Donate to or volunteer for Sergio Harris.

Place 6
● Diana Sager is a teacher and popular basketball coach from Colleyville Heritage High School

whose battle against brain cancer inspired her community. While most candidates in this
district are claiming to be unifiers, Sager really has made bringing the community together a
centerpiece of her campaign.

● Sager has a history of voting in Republican primaries.
● She also has the support of Protect GCISD.
● Donate to or volunteer for Diana Sager.

Place 7
● Mark Wollin is a GCISD grad and parent who works at SiriusXM Radio. One of his campaign

priorities is restoring civility to the district.
● Wollin voted in the last three Republican primaries.
● Donate to or volunteer for Mark Wollin.

● Kimberly Phoenix announced her campaign with a series of Facebook posts that promised
“excellence over extremism” and promised to “show our teachers that we respect their
professionalism and their dedication to our students” while taking issue with the current

http://www.mary4gcisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100075847361724/search/?q=Humphrey
https://gcisdparents.com/pedophilia
https://www.facebook.com/erin.anderson.399826/posts/pfbid0WnirNN1ESPoLC1npvfqvqHSqQTeAi85MzDE6LsBcHJPe9eRjCgHZk4E4HfRk6ncbl
https://www.daveforgcisd.com/
https://www.daveforgcisd.com/
https://www.protectgcisd.com/
https://www.sergioforgcisd.com/
https://sagerforgcisd.com/
https://www.wollinforgcisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR3AjQqwnxWt_xaoc7_32ctpGAhlK1Ws5d5DrorW5VIrp10SVRkH60WnpJs
https://www.facebook.com/Phoenix4GCISD/


board’s censorship and elimination of stakeholder voice.
● In addition to committing to protect Special Education services and “rebuilding advanced

academics” programs, Phoenix writes on her website, “I was shocked but not surprised to see
the current board majority’s immediate focus on curriculum, books, and other ideological
agendas soon after they took over GCISD. It showed me that the current board majority was
not interested in continuing GCISD’s tradition of academic excellence. Their first action was to
push through a policy around fear tactics regarding social issues — while most GCISD families
are focused on the availability of classes, programs, and materials that will help GCISD be a
top-tier district once again.”

● Regarding her support for teachers, Phoenix writes, “I’ve witnessed the hostility and
carelessness of our current board majority toward GCISD educators,” and calls out both
extremist Tammy Nakamura’s hit list of teachers she wants purged from the district and
Colleyville Grapevine Values PAC, “whose leaders call teachers ‘groomers’ and claim GCISD
has ‘failed.’”

● At the August board meeting where a variety of anti- called the policies “abhorrent, unkind,
dangerous, and will cause this district to be a shell of what it once was–a destination district.”

● Also called out mismanagement of funds / budget cuts leading to the reduction of sheltered GT
class in GCISD high schools.

● Donate to or volunteer for Kimberly Phoenix here.

Contacts on the Ground

● GCISD has two excellent groups organizing to protect district schools, support teachers and
students, and resist extremism. Protect GCISD has made candidate endorsements and provided
ways to volunteer and get involved in the election; UnitedforGCISD is a bipartisan alliance that
has broken down the district’s extremism problem with lots of easy-to-digest informative
pieces. And both groups have great merch!

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Humble ISD

Contested Races Candidates

Place 2

Place 6

Robert Scarfo (I)
Asdrubal “Dru” Gutierrez
Reginald Spivey
Erin Greene

Marques Holmes (I)
Audra Deaver

https://phoenix4gcisd.com/values/?fbclid=IwAR1cpUY_E9SeNISJGrj6oUulYvEs-DVykBXmWsxaimlVEpu8R7L5wTF4GSY
https://phoenix4gcisd.com/values/?fbclid=IwAR1cpUY_E9SeNISJGrj6oUulYvEs-DVykBXmWsxaimlVEpu8R7L5wTF4GSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGYXkTcM9Kk
https://phoenix4gcisd.com
https://www.protectgcisd.com/
https://texasbipartisan.org/united-for-gcisd


Place 7

Holly Ham

Nancy Morrison (I)
Michael Grabowski
Leigh Marcus
Natalie Carter

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 2

● Erin Greene is a close ally of Tracy Shannon, who has challenged more than three dozen books
in the district. Shannon is the Texas director of the wildly homophobic group MassResistance,
and her homophobia bubbles out in her social media conversations and on her blog,
MadMommaBear. Greene and Shannon regularly appear together at board meetings to decry
books; after a meeting last December, the two appeared in a video together in which they called
for librarians to be jailed, and argued that parents who buy books they deem obscene should be
arrested. Shannon complained that the book reconsideration committee she participated in had
too many lesbians, and Greene argued that “the transgender thing” is part of a conspiracy to get
“the children to depend on the government.”

● Greene (like Shannon) is a member of Families Engaged for Effective Education, and her
personal Facebook is essentially a mix of transphobia and shared posts from Lynn Strawn
Davenport, the leader of Families Engaged.

● In one post on her Facebook page, Greene approvingly shared a snarky Texas Monthly article
from 1979 that called teachers “certified ignoramuses” and “incompetents.”

● Reginald Spivey is a former teacher, coach, and assistant principal with two degrees from
Prairie View A&M University. One of the issues he stresses on his campaign website is teacher
retention, and he doesn’t shy away from acknowledging the need for social and emotional
learning–a buzzword that has become anathema to extremist groups in Texas. On the other
hand, at a recent candidate forum, he expressed support for banning (his word) books on the
Matt Krause list.

● Challenger Asdrubal “Dru” Gutierrez promises to “govern by adopting conservative,
common-sense policies” and “blocking indocrtrination of our children.”

● At a recent candidate forum, Gutierrez advocated adopting a policy like the draconian policy
just passed by Spring Branch ISD, which eliminated input from teachers, librarians, and school
administrators.

● Gutierrez isn’t just going after librarians–at a recent candidate forum he took aim at English
teachers, too. “Not only do we need to review our libraries, but these English departments, they
also have books that need to be reviewed,” he said.

Place 6
● Audra Deaver’s campaign website is fairly bland, with just a couple of coded gestures to

culture-warrior obsessions (she promises a “traditional curriculum” that will “eliminate
unnecessary distractions in learning” and “stick to the basics, anything else is the parent’s
responsibility.”) But Deaver has been promoted by district book-banner-in-chief Tracy
Shannon, who hosted a meet-and-greet for Deaver in January and has donated to her campaign.

● Deaver is also endorsed by far-right State Board of Education member Julie Pickren, and is a
member of Families Engaged for Effective Education.

https://madmommabear.com/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=742558680771181
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.facebook.com/erin.greene.9237/posts/pfbid0A72sj7w8Pyza44oYB5ABtFhqoXKKi78EbcnLJsdwYGo3pKf2dSxuEAomSYVc8bktl
https://www.coachspiveyforhumbleisd.com/
https://druforhumbleisd.com/issues
https://abc13.com/book-bans-spring-branch-independent-school-district-families4everychild-pac-education/13030161/
https://audra4kids.com/
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged


● Holly Ham served several roles in the Trump administration, working as a senior official in the
Department of Housing and Urban Development and as Assistant Secretary for Management in
the Department of Education. She was also executive director of the White House Initiative on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

● Ham’s campaign Facebook page was started by Jameson Ellis, who in 2021 ran a
hyper-Trumpy campaign for Congress in an attempt to unseat Dan Crenshaw for “choosing to
vote against President Trump and certify a fraudulent election.”

● Notably, one of the early members of Ham’s Facebook group is Kayla Hensley of KAG
Strategies, an “America First” political agency that has worked on school board elections
before and, among other tactics, hires block-walkers to campaign for conservative candidates.
Expect Ham’s campaign to have lots of firepower.

Place 7
● Michael Grabowski lists “sexual indoctrination” as one of the three “Problems at Humble ISD”

he aims to address as a trustee. “Books targeted at sexual indoctrination are proliferating in our
school libraries,” he claims. And in a charmless video he produced on the topic, he includes
passages from This One Summer (characters’ brief discussion of oral sex); L8R, G8R (a brief,
unsexy description of a character’s first sexual experience), Lily & Dunkin (for describing the
feelings of a transgender teen), and Fun Home (“a book promoting lesbianism”). Grabowski
contrasts these books to “the literature we read in school,” one example of which is The Grapes
of Wrath. Grabowski is no young man, so he can be forgiven for having forgotten how that
novel ends. Grabowski says he based his video on the work Tracy Shannon, whom he credits
for having “diligently documented the body of these books in Humble ISD.”

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 2
● Incumbent Robert Scarfo seems the most reasonable of the Place 2 bunch.
● Scarfo is a solid red Republican voter who has been endorsed by the

Humble/Kingswood/Astascosita Conservatives.
● At a recent candidate forum, Scarfo defended due process for evaluating library books. “We do

have the committee in place, because what I may feel, material that I don’t think should be
there, there’s other people who think it’s okay. And if it doesn’t rise to that bar [of violating the
penal code], then that’s up for the committee to decide.”

● In a meeting on revisions to the district’s library and instructional materials policies in
September, Scarfo asked to include specific language from the Texas Penal Code in the new
policy. It’s a fairly standard anti-book move, but not particularly consequential because Texas
school libraries already don’t include material that violates the Penal Code.

Place 6
● In a 2021 interview, incumbent Marques Holmes emphasized the importance of trusting

teachers and the value of diversity and inclusion for the district–both good signs.
● Holmes had a reasonable response to questions about book bans at a recent candidate forum.

“Humble ISD has never, will never allow pornographic materials or inadequate things in our
schools,” he said. “I will also say this–that we have amazing librarians. We have placed the
power back in our parents’ hands, and they can earmark which books they choose to have their

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hollyhamforhumbleisd
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/555351821/america-first-candidate-jameson-ellis-seeks-to-unseat-rep-dan-crenshaw-in-tx-2
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/555351821/america-first-candidate-jameson-ellis-seeks-to-unseat-rep-dan-crenshaw-in-tx-2
https://www.facebook.com/KAGStrategies/
https://www.facebook.com/KAGStrategies/
https://www.facebook.com/KAGStrategies/posts/pfbid027AYxDKvCrvJSGiw7nhbMNgYgZoYMzHt6myYAavTBy5b4XDXzxDxVymvND9kpYvfsl
https://grabowski4trustee.com/platform/
https://www.facebook.com/HKAConservatives/posts/pfbid02PwqAu2qUp7nLCnk7YazpxqW7SNWfEXMwPgLieFL5mCTfGg7ywmdUKKDFk7bnzq2wl


children read or not.”

Place 7
● Incumbent Nancy Morrison is a former educator who was the founding principal of Lakeshore

Elementary School in Humble ISD. Morrison has served on the board since 2015, and has
earned the designation Master Trustee. She has a record of voting in Republican primaries.

● “The state of Texas is not going to let Texas schools teach pornography,” Morrison said at a
recent candidate forum. She also pointed out that the district already has an opt-out process for
parents who don’t want their children reading a certain book. “So therefore it is the parent’s
responsibility to watch out for what their child is reading.”

● Natalie Carter is a first-time candidate. A registered nurse with a master’s degree from
UT-Houston, Carter is also an Humble ISD parent with three children in district schools.

● Carter has one of the most thorough and thoughtful candidate websites I’ve seen–its wordcount
is through the roof. In one of its most impressive features, Carter printed her full responses to
the questions of the Lake Houston Pachyderm Club’s forum. Carter’s answers are notable in
their detail and in Carter’s willingness to directly address hard questions. The whole thing is
worth reading, but for this guide, the most relevant portions are Carter’s responses to the
questions “How do you plan to ensure children are not exposed to pornographic materials in
school?” and “What is your position regarding CRT, SEL, and DEI in our schools?”

● In answer to the first question, Carter responded, “I believe every parent has the right to decide
what is appropriate for their children, but not what is appropriate for all children.” It’s a simple
concept, but one that’s hard to grasp for some. Carter also objected (correctly) to the
application of the term “pornographic” to Humble ISD library books and emphasized the
importance of access to information so parents can make judgments on materials for their
children.

● For the CRT/SEL/DEI question, Carter dispelled the idea that CRT is being taught in Humble
ISD without denigrating the academic field itself and she offered a reasonable, nuanced
explanation of how she would like to see the history of racism taught in schools: “There are,
however, discussions of highly sensitive race-related topics such as slavery, racism, and
affirmative action being taught in public schools. Learning, teaching, and discussing issues
pertaining to topics can be difficult for us all. It evokes a wide array of emotions that are
uncomfortable. When done responsibly (without implied guilt, or group shaming), we all gain
a better understanding of what makes our country great: our resiliency.”

● Donate to or volunteer for Natalie Carter.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

https://www.humbleisd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=116209&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=274621&PageID=82048
https://www.carterforhumbleisd.com/platform/forum-questions
https://www.carterforhumbleisd.com/home


Katy ISD
Notes: Here are just a few headlines Katy ISD has generated over the past two years:

1) KATY ISD PULLS BOOKS, CANCELS AUTHOR VISIT AFTER PETITION CLAIMS
SUBJECT MATTER TEACHES ‘CRITICAL RACE THEORY’
(This cancellation was of an author visit by award-winning author Jerry Craft, whose books are in
no way Critical Race Theory)

2) KATY ISD TEACHER ‘DECIMATED’ CLASS LIBRARY, REMOVING EVERY YA BOOK
TO AVOID CONTROVERSY, PARENT SAYS

3) KATY ISD CANCELS VISIT FROM AUTHOR EMMA STRAUB AFTER SHE USES ‘F
WORD’ ONLINE
(This author visit was canceled because Straub used the f-word on her personal twitter account in
reaction to the massacre of 21 children in Uvalde)

The king of the Katy book banners is Victor Pérez, who now sits on the board. The queen is Mary Ellen
Cuzela, who is running for Place 5 this year with the support of Pérez and a full slate of book-banning
courtiers, Amy Thieme and Morgan Calhoun.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 3

Place 4

Place 5

Amy Thieme
Bruce Bradford
Shawn Miller

Morgan Calhoun
Erica Bretell
Cicely Taylor

Mary Ellen Cuzela
Shana Peterson

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 5
● I’m going out of order, but Mary Ellen Cuzela is the leader of this slate, so it makes sense to

start with her.
● Along with current trustee Victor Perez, Cuzela has led the charge on book challenges in Katy

ISD. She’s a regular speaker at board meetings–last August, she accused the board of breaking
the Texas Penal Code obscenity chapter (it did not) by maintaining certain books in its library.
“Because a book appeals to certain people,” she said, “is not reason enough to break the law.”
In the same speech, Cuzella equated Katy ISD books to child pornography and said books like
John Green’s Looking for Alaska “exacerbate the sex-trafficking epidemic.”

Place 3
● Amy Thieme’s campaign worked very hard to create a website that says nothing about her

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zl66r_QZXHqlLgTrcP9bh9Auz1L1fd_s/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zl66r_QZXHqlLgTrcP9bh9Auz1L1fd_s/view?usp=share_link
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/classroom-ya-books-removed-17438671.php#:~:text=%22The%20classroom%20library%20was%20decimated,a%20personal%20favorite%20of%20Britton's.
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/classroom-ya-books-removed-17438671.php#:~:text=%22The%20classroom%20library%20was%20decimated,a%20personal%20favorite%20of%20Britton's.
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/katy-isd-author-emma-straub-17725791.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/katy-isd-author-emma-straub-17725791.php
https://thieme4kisd.com/


positions on any controversial matter. Nor has Thieme been a vocal presence during public
comment at KISD school board meetings. But the fact that Thieme has won the support of the
district’s two most prominent book banners—her slate-mate Mary Ellen Cuzela and trustee
Victor Pérez—speaks volumes.

Place 4
● Morgan Calhoun’s website is also full of fairly anodyne language–nothing stronger than

promises to “hold the line for family values” and “stand in the gap for Katy families.” Notably,
the latter is a tagline Cuzela has used in her public comments at board meetings.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 3
● Bruce Bradford is a mortgage agent. I haven’t yet found information about his positions on

academic freedom or inclusive classrooms. He has a history of voting in Republican primaries.
● (website pending)

● Shawn Miller is an accountant and professor at Lone Star College. He has taught “Bible studies
on personal finance and money matters” and launched his firm The Christian CPA in 2016.
Miller has a history of voting in Republican primaries.

● (website pending)

Place 4
● Erica Brettell is a former legislative assistant of Republican senator Jim Inhofe, for whom she

handled education and healthcare policy. In Katy, she has volunteered in numerous capacities
for the district, including the district’s Bond Committee and her school PTA Board. She has
also led a nonprofit “providing dating violence prevention education and awareness to students
and counselors.” Her positions on inclusive schools and academic freedom are not immediately
apparent, and when asked directly on Facebook, she pivoted away from answering.

● Donate to or volunteer for Erica Brettell (website pending).

● Cicely Taylor’s campaign Facebook page includes something rare and brave for a Texas school
board candidate: a clear, full-throated policy statement on the importance of providing diverse
reading materials for students. She writes: “Currently, the Katy ISD response to books and
authors has been quite reactionary. A parent should be able to request a review and for their
child not to have access to said literature. However, should the book be removed while under
review—No! Should schools alert parents that a book is under review so parents can make the
choice as to if they want their child to be exposed to it—Yes! Should parents be able to opt out
of author visits that do not align with their own personal values, absolutely! However, said
authors should not be banned from schools because of the outcry of a handful of detractors.”

● Taylor has been an educator and administrator with a network of charter schools (KIPP Texas
Public Schools). She ran for trustee last year—here is what I wrote about her then.

● Donate to or volunteer for Cicely Taylor.

Place 5
● Shana Peterson is a military mom whose son just returned from deployment overseas. She’s

also a former teacher, who served in both general ed and special ed roles. Her priorities reflect
her experience as both a classroom instructor and a diagnostician. “[W]e need to focus on the
emotional and social well-being of our students,” Peterson argues, because “when students are

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02u4fE5J2t3DYN88yf7gHTmvy4AEoLChfEZgSDd96gFRDU31atvvAsjboNHHYH1hLCl&id=100077864226554
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02u4fE5J2t3DYN88yf7gHTmvy4AEoLChfEZgSDd96gFRDU31atvvAsjboNHHYH1hLCl&id=100077864226554
https://calhoun4kisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR0EXJMPdXejaP0EukGqPO2SB0LkfFTgtvDLmow2NLBaZu90DTRDWCFx4Yg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V7wwMmcdGmCubMXk4BDRj9z4sEnuGj-Dq03efz0m4aE/edit#bookmark=id.ioswi4540xb3
https://cicelytaylor4katyisd.org/


emotionally healthy, they experience fewer disciplinary incidents, and can concentrate better on
academics.”

● Peterson has consistently voted in Republican primaries.
● Though Peterson has not made censorship a centerpiece of her campaign, she earned a green

highlight for her thoughtful but firm and clear response to someone who complained, “There is
nothing on your webpage about opposing CRT. Nothing about cleaning up content in libraries.
Nothing about opposing woke culture.” Peterson responded:
“As an educator, teachers teach history and facts. It is not the job of educators to impose their
beliefs on students. As students grow they form their own opinions based on the knowledge
they have acquired and their experiences. In addition, the state of Texas has outlined
instructional requirements regarding this concern. On the topic of library books, the district has
a policy in place that is consistent with the state law, which includes reviewing and ordering
books. In addition, parents have the ability to determine what books are appropriate for their
child. IF you have a particular book you are concerned about I would encourage you to visit
Instructional Resources Information/Home (katyisd.org) to complete the Checklist for
Reconsideration of Instructional Resources. I have yet to find any two people that define woke
the same way and it seems to put people on edge. Before we can dig into your concern lets
agree to a definition. Woke is an adjective derived from African-American Vernacular English
(AAVE) meaning “alert to racial prejudice and discrimination”. If you’re in agreement that this
is the definition of the term within your question context, then my answer is very straight
forward. There is no place in our school district that should encourage prejudice or
discrimination.”

● Donate to or volunteer for Shana Peterson.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Keller ISD

https://www.shanapeterson4katyisd.com/


Notes: Keller is a cautionary tale about what can happen after an angry, organized group blitzes a school
board. Last year, three Moms for Liberty candidates swept the May board elections, joining board
president Charles Randklev to create a 4-3 pro-censorship, anti-LGBTQ majority.

Since then, the board has mired the district in controversy, provoked a federal civil rights complaint, and
garnered Keller a national reputation as the town that went to war against books.

First, the board voted to rescind the policy that had allowed parents to challenge library materials but
failed to result in the mass removals the pro-censorship forces desired. Over the summer, the district
ordered all previously challenged books removed for re-vetting, which resulted, briefly, in the removal of
a graphic-novel version of Anne Frank’s diary. (The district sheepishly returned it to the shelves after a
national outcry)

Then, the board implemented a rigid rubric to determine books’ age appropriateness that would exclude
virtually all of the books from last year’s AP literature exam from district libraries. Even though the board
members knew the policy was flawed, the majority voted it in anyway, with president Charles Randklev
explaining they could fine tune it later.

https://www.texastribune.org/2022/11/22/aclu-civil-rights-keller-frisco-transgender/
https://www.theonion.com/texas-schools-require-clear-bags-to-prevent-students-fr-1849431359


In November, it became clear what Randklev meant: not that the board would revise the policy to be more
tolerant of the fact that great literature sometimes includes hard scenes but, instead, that they would seek
to remove any books that acknowledge the existence of LGBTQ people at all. At that month’s meeting,
the board voted to eliminate from the entire district any book that contained any “discussion or depiction
of gender fluidity,” a blatantly bigoted move that earned it a federal civil rights complaint from the
ACLU.

In an article on that meeting, the Texas Scorecard described the board as having a “4-3 conservative
majority.” That’s false—every single trustee on the current board has a history of voting in Republican
primaries. In other words, the whole board is conservative, and the divisions in Keller aren’t partisan:
they’re about principles. It’s about Christian nationalism vs. care for the community.

Keller is home to the KISD Family Alliance, a well-funded PAC that supported book-banning candidates
last May, and Keller ISD Parents Informed, a private Facebook-group characterized by nasty personal
attacks on teachers, administrators, parents and community members. At one point, four current board
members belonged to the group. Keller ISD candidates also received tons of funding last cycle from
Patriot Mobile Action PAC, and likely will again.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 4

Place 5

John Birt
Haley Taylor Schlitz

Beverly Dixon (I)
Chris Coker

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 4

https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/jasperserver-pro/flow.html?_flowId=viewReportFlow&decorate=no&reportUnit=%2Fpublic%2FpublicData%2Fdatasource%2FCFS%2FAll_Reports&CorrFlag=N&FilerInfoId=100181250&reportLocale=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4647128338646713


● John Birt is a donor to the KISD Family Alliance and is supported by the district’s most vocal
book removers. When he announced his campaign on Facebook, the district’s leading book
banner, Kathy Booher, greeted the announcement by declaring, “Behind you 100%!”.

● At the August board meeting, Birt singled out a district librarian for speaking earlier in the
evening. “I have two daughters attending a middle school, the librarian of which is here,” he
said. “And it hurts me that this librarian would consider having a book in the library that
depicts what bodily function has to be greased in a manner to go in the bodily orifice.”

● Birt praised the board’s policies that got Nobel Prize-winning author Toni Morrison’s work
taken out of KISD libraries, to the detriment of Keller students, saying “I want to commend the
board for taking the leadership role legally entrusted to them to keep inappropriate, illicit, and
pornographic instructional and library materials out of KISD classrooms by adopting policies
EFA Local and EFB Local.”

● At the November meeting, Birt argued in favor of the district’s ban on materials referencing
“gender fluidity”: “While I know the board appreciates and respects the districts teachers adn
librarians, any material that either condones, endorses, supports, or attempts to normalize the
notion of transgenderism, especially to school-aged children, must be scrutinized. Make no
mistake, we are in a battle for the souls and minds of our children.”

● Birt is a member of Keller ISD Parents Informed, a private Facebook group where attacks on
teachers and community members proliferate.

Place 5
● Chris Coker is a major donor to KISD Family Alliance.
● At the August 2022 meeting in which the board adopted a draconian rubric that could exclude

The Canterbury Tales from Keller ISD libraries, Coker gave a shouty speech praising the new
board members because, under their influence, “We’re seeing a focus on God again, we’re
seeing a focus on schools again, on education.”

● Coker also praised the board’s new members for their catastrophic decisions at a special
meeting earlier that month, saying, “There’s been a short period of time that’s happened from
the election to now, and there’s a lot that’s been done. So I just want to commend you guys on
how quickly you’ve taken action.”

● Like Birt, Coker is a member of the private Facebook group Keller ISD Parents Informed,
where district teachers are often attacked.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Haley Taylor Schlitz graduated from Texas Woman’s University at 16, then SMU’s Dedman

Law School at 19. As her personal website puts it, Taylor Schlitz was “the youngest Black
American to ever graduate from law school in the history of the United States,” and her
academic achievements have been covered by a number of media outlets.

● As an advocate, she has focused on standing up for a wide range of student groups, with a
special focus on minority gifted and talented students. At TWU, she organized to provide
support for DACA students.

● For good measure, in 2020 Taylor Schlitz was crowned Miss Keller and Miss Tarrant County
Outstanding Teen and was celebrated by Beyoncé. (No word yet on Beyoncé’s opinion of John
Birt)

● At the August board meeting, Taylor Schlitz gave an impassioned speech that called the
district’s book-banning moves “malpractice and unconstitutional” and blasted the “misguided
attempt by some of you to harm the intellectual curiosity and freedom of students.” “Besides

https://www.facebook.com/JohnBirtForKISD/posts/pfbid029UmmRM3dBij1bCQXt2RJFJJGBfUswZtewDJTL8zy1HkbjX7GDe4DRgnrAHBFtuBWl
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/30/im-the-parent-who-filed-the-first-book-challenge-in-keller-isd-heres-what-happened-next/
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/30/im-the-parent-who-filed-the-first-book-challenge-in-keller-isd-heres-what-happened-next/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOhv1ovQZ10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFD1nGS-GVY
https://www.haleytaylorschlitz.com/about
https://www.msnbc.com/know-your-value/career-growth/class-2022-youngest-black-law-graduate-haley-taylor-schlitz-shares-n1295502


embarrassing all of Keller with this misguided decision,” she said, “you are doing serious harm
to the educational opportunities of the future generations we will need to ensure a conscious,
strong, and successful community.”

● Her whole speech is worth watching. It starts at 3:01:17.
● Taylor Schlitz has been endorsed by the teachers of the Texas AFT.
● Donate to Haley Taylor Schlitz.

Place 5
● Beverly Dixon is a Navy veteran who has a long history of voting Republican.
● Dixon voted for revisions to the library policy that resulted in all challenged books being pulled

from library shelves; she abstained from the vote on book rubric because it was too “muddled”
and confusing. She was one of two votes against the addition of a “gender fluidity” ban to the
book rubric. Through the discussions of all three measures, you can watch Dixon struggle to
reconcile the perceived demands of the community with her conscience and knowledge that the
majority’s measures are damaging school children:

● In the August meeting, she expressed reservations about the one-size-fits-all nature of the book
rubric. “If we have a student who’s an intermediate student, that has something going on in
their life that won’t fit into this guideline, can that staff member get them a book that will help
them with some of the situations that we’ve heard about tonight?”

● At the November meeting where the “gender fluidity” ban was discussed, Dixon said, “I think
we should have a rubric, I think it makes it easier for the librarians, but I think we’ve gone so
far beyond what was originally the intent, that we’re now saying to a part of our population,
that is in our schools, that, we’re sorry, you don’t exist. And I can’t support that.”

● A few minutes later, she elaborated: “I don’t necessarily think those [books] need to be in
middle school and below, but I do think that at the high school level, we do have a lot of kids
that, regardless of how you feel about it, actually are in this group–and these are kids that I’ve
know their entire life, since first grade on. And if we remove everything that even mentions it,
at the high school level, then what are we saying to them?”

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Lewisville ISD

Contested Races Candidates

Place 6

Place 7

Mindy Bumgarner
Michelle Alkhatib

Staci L. Barker

https://www.youtube.com/live/iFD1nGS-GVY?feature=share&t=10877
https://twitter.com/HTaylorSchlitz/status/1634767929160998914?s=20
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/htschipin


Jacob Anderson
Ashley Jones

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 6
● Mindy Bumgarner has a doctorate in Clinical Psychology from Argosy University. She says on

her website she plans to “fight shoulder to shoulder to remove obscene materials from our
classrooms and libraries.”

● In an interview with The Crosstimbers Gazette, Bumgarner said, “I have a major issue with
critical race theory. We are weaponizing our children, but not only weaponizing them against
each other, but we’re weaponizing them against their past and their history, everything that
made these children have the freedoms that they have. And it’s starting to alter even their views
of history because we’re getting a watered-down version that’s not really helping.” In the same
interview, Bumgarner claimed that teachers tell her they spend 40% of their instructional time
on social-emotional learning. She asserted that a “political agenda” is coming into the
classroom, and suggested that teachers are teaching “sexual orientation, sexual identity, and
transgender issues” in class. “Thanks to the pandemic,” she said, “we got an eye into our
child’s curriculum and a lot of parents aren’t too happy right now.”

Place 7
● Ashley Jones is a homeschool parent whose campaign website leads with a quote from Allen

West.
● Asked in an interview by The Crosstimbers Gazette about whether “sexual orientation and

gender identity” are topics that should be taught in schools, Jones said, “When you bring those
type of topics into a school classroom, you’re not teaching basics at that time, you’re teaching
ideology.”

● Among her donors is Kathy May, one of the individuals who led the charge on challenging
books in Keller ISD. Alison Lambert Darrell, who has appeared at school board meetings in
various North Texas districts advocating for book bans, greeted her campaign enthusiastically:
“I stand with you, Ashley!! Thank you for running for LISD board!! I will do all I can to
support your campaign!!”

● Jacob Anderson is a former teacher, administrator and CPS investigator with a master’s degree
in Education Leadership from Concordia University.

● Like all Lewisville candidates, Anderson was asked about his views on “CRT” and the
“teaching” of gender identity during an interview with The Crosstimbers Gazette. His answers
were mostly the same as Place 6 candidate Michelle Alkhatib and his opponent Staci
Barker–It’s not in the TEKs, so it’s not being taught in the district. But when asked if he thinks
“sexual orientation, gender identity, and transsexual issues” are topics to be taught in schools,
he said, “No sir, I do not. Do I think that people in our district are gay, lesbian, transgender?
Yes I do. But gay, straight, whatever your preference or identity is, it shouldn’t be projected on
the child.” That’s a concerning answer, as it indulges the apparent premise of the question,
which is that teachers are imposing gender identity or sexuality on students. That idea, in turn,
underlies a lot of the “grooming” talk that’s being directed at teachers these days.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 6

https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2023/03/10/weir-mindy-bumgarner-running-for-place-6-on-lisd-board-of-trustees/?fbclid=IwAR0R5Wf0b64JoUgDya268TC1OWepEsoyeXTo9JYbGvv01a0tmRvATnxC230
https://ashley4lisd.com/
https://www.lisd.net/cms/lib/TX01918037/Centricity/domain/93/election/2023/jones_cfr_30day.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=556026893251142&id=100089697853433&substory_index=556026893251142
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2023/04/03/meet-the-candidates-lewisville-isd-board-place-7/?fbclid=IwAR3LZElKrr_xxCw2e7hOQ8XGb6sKVV0DfZVhMekqEQTl2WgDgi8tOmoiMRA


● Michelle Alkhatib is a former teacher and principal who has a long history of volunteering in
Lewisville ISD and is the mother of four LISD students.

● Assailed by extremist commenters, Alkhatib offered a level-headed response to questions of
whether she supports “critical race theory”: “CRT was developed for a college level of study. It
is much too complex for K-12 students to comprehend. In Texas, we are required to teach the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) that are developed by the State Board of
Education. CRT is not in our TEKS, therefore we do not teach it in Lewisville ISD.”

● In an interview with The Crosstimbers Gazette, Alkhatib similarly threw cold water on the idea
that teachers in Texas are trying to “teach sexual orientation, gender identity, and transsexual
issues.”

● Donate to or volunteer forMichelle Alkhatib.

Place 7
● Staci Barker is a former middle-school English teacher who majored in English at Texas Tech,

and earned a master’s degree in English Education from NYU and a doctorate in Educational
Leadership and Policy Studies from UT-Arlington. She’s also a Lewisville ISD parent, and
she’s running a smart campaign that centers students. The platform page on her website is
thoughtful and well-developed, and shows both a respect for Lewisville teachers and a detailed
awareness of areas where the district can improve.

● When pressed by commenters on Facebook about whether or not she supports the teaching of
“CRT,” Barker responded, “I firmly believe that teachers should and do teach the TEKS, which
are the standards determined by the State Board of Education. CRT is not in the TEKS.” In an
interview with The Crosstimbers Gazette, she also added, “I believe that history should be
taught in schools, and I believe that we should make sure that our true history is happening in
our social studies classrooms, but it should be age-appropriate.” When pressed about the idea
that “CRT” might sneak into lessons, Barker responded, “I would want to know what they
mean by that, because sometimes these terms get thrown around, and people may have
different opinions about what that means.” (Amen)

● Donate to or volunteer for Staci Barker.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Mansfield ISD
Notes:Mansfield ISD was one of 11 districts flooded in 2022 with money from Patriot Mobile PAC
during last May’s school board elections, and that funding helped usher four challengers onto the board.

https://www.facebook.com/michelle4lisd/posts/pfbid0LiEQmrrw1FqQ2Jge6kfBe11ziMVkGpD3n4YsG22VZWQb4oyAdRwMytww3q8v7FVVl
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2023/03/16/weir-michelle-alkhatib-running-for-lisd-board-of-trustees/
https://donorbox.org/michelle4lisd?fbclid=IwAR3F-HcJaS8srqvXdPfieI7OTCXxFMp50rpmnkhoPsSFl0--d24_R4VQ7GM
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdByJg613GaAoO_uxzI4TRXqSdA_V_7xDjUdNV4UVbv9EsDkw/viewform
https://www.drstacibarker.com/platform
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2023/04/03/meet-the-candidates-lewisville-isd-board-place-7/?fbclid=IwAR3LZElKrr_xxCw2e7hOQ8XGb6sKVV0DfZVhMekqEQTl2WgDgi8tOmoiMRA
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2023/04/03/meet-the-candidates-lewisville-isd-board-place-7/?fbclid=IwAR3LZElKrr_xxCw2e7hOQ8XGb6sKVV0DfZVhMekqEQTl2WgDgi8tOmoiMRA
https://www.drstacibarker.com/


One of those candidates, Keziah Valdes Farrar, challenged two books in the district–The Bluest Eye and
All Boys Aren’t Blue–and the board is now planning to revisit the district’s library materials policy.
Another of those candidates, Courtney Lackey Wilson, is up for re-election, but will walk back onto the
board unopposed. That leaves one competitive race in the district this cycle, and it’s an easy choice:
Mansfield voters will need to put all of their muscle behind Benita Reed.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 6 Quintin V. Huckaby
Benita Reed

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

● After The Bluest Eye and All Boys Aren’t Blue were retained through the district’s formal
challenge process, real estate agent Quintin V. Huckaby spoke before the Mansfield school
board and city council at a joint session. Huckaby seemed nervous, and his speech is hard to
follow, but it was clear he was arguing for the books to be removed and that he wants the
policy changed to make it easier to remove books (“This policy is a joke and leaves the door
wide open, allowing just about any books to stay in the library.”)

● Huckaby also demanded that the board draft a message to the district “stating that this matter
has been brought to the school board and that you also, as a school board, are looking at the
current policies.” The board did exactly that after the meeting, suggesting that there was some
coordination between Huckaby and the board’s Patriot Mobile bloc: Huckaby provided the
public “demand” for the board to do what it already wanted to do.

● Huckaby’s social media shows a lot of connection with the district’s Patriot Mobile slate. One
of his first campaign stops (ironically, reading to students) was an appearance with
book-banning trustee Keziah Farrar. His entrance into the race and posts about his campaign
have been welcomed by other Patriot Mobile trustees, including Craig Tipping and Bianca
Benavides Anderson.

Alternative Candidate(s)

● Benita Reed is a professor of English at Tarrant County College. She has experience teaching
at-risk and honors students, and a long history of volunteering in the community, both with
local high school students and for her church. Before teaching at TCC, she taught middle
school English Language Arts in Arlington ISD.

● Reed ran for trustee last year, pushing current trustee Craig Tipping to a runoff, despite the
tremendous fundraising advantage afforded to Tipping by Patriot Mobile’s Action PAC. In an
interview before that runoff, Reed called out the extraordinary amount of money Patriot Mobile
dumped into the race, saying it injected politics into what had previously been non-partisan
races. “Our children are not red and blue,” she said. “We have to be clear: our children do not
reflect political sides. According to the law, this is a non-partisan position, and it’s a volunteer
position. So there is no place in public education where we should be politicizing the education
and the academic integrity of our students. And I’m adamant about that.”

● In the same interview, Reed staked out a cautious position when asked directly about CRT and
book bans: “In terms of book banning, of course I am in English and literature, so I am very
sensitive about that, but let’s be clear: there have been some things that I have read and seen
recently that should not be available to our students. However, I do believe in MISD we already

https://www.mansfieldisd.org/uploaded/main/departments/communications/letters/Instructional_Materials_Challenge_Letter_March102023.pdf
https://mansfieldisd.new.swagit.com/videos/210168
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02bTSXFjYT6DyqX2i5WunJ1NWX1ezpe1L7mm73SBhfe5na199mwP3S3d2qB1p3rDUml&id=100090313706910
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=421941726132993
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=421941726132993


have a system set up where there is a committee that will evaluate that.” Regarding CRT, she
said: “I do not agree with critical race theory.” However, she pointed out that CRT is not a part
of the TEKs and thus is not a part of Mansfield’s curriculum.

● Donate to or volunteer for Benita Reed.

Contacts on the Ground

● MISD for Dr. Reed

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● Weekend canvasses to support Dr. Reed -Weekly
● Mansfield Area Chamber of Commerce Candidate Introduction - Dr. Benita Reed - March 16
● Mansfield Area Chamber of Commerce Candidate Introduction - Quintin Huckaby - March 17
● Mansfield Area Chamber of Commerce Candidate Forum - March 29
● Mansfield Council of PTAs Candidate Forum - April 10

McKinney ISD
Notes:McKinney ISD is another example of a moderate-to-conservative Texas school board that has tried
to balance perceived community concern about library books with respect for due process and for
educators’ professionalism and has, in return, earned nothing but opprobrium from the district’s extremist
book-banning faction.

I’ve written critically about the board’s recent decision to modify its library materials policy, making it
easier to remove books by changing the criteria on which they’re evaluated. But, as I said in that piece,
“the board has stood firm for the past year in the face of relentless, vocal pressure to remove books.”
Board members—including the incumbents up for re-election in May—have insisted on the value of an
inclusive district and have been consistent in their support of teachers and librarians.

McKinney board meetings have featured plenty of drama, including (the now cliché) angry readings of
out-of-context sex scenes, and grown men heckling high school students. The board implemented rules to
try to restore decorum; subsequently, when some vocal members of the public were removed from
meetings and (after more escalation) arrested, right-wing groups described that as tyranny. Board
president Amy Dankel was served with papers for a lawsuit in the middle of a board meeting.

McKinney ISD also made headlines in 2022 when a pair of district parents, Rachel and Paul Elliott, tried
to challenge 282 books en masse. The couple claimed to have read all of them, but for every book on their
list—which ranged from And Tango Makes Three to Isabel Wilkerson’s Caste—the couple

https://reedformisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MISDforDrReed
https://form.jotform.com/230480612164145
https://www.facebook.com/events/128912283275428/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A1224475341504171%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/948874316114408/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A204522082260724%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/2325185740984381/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A229664409429914%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/485955530262756/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A169664882591392%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/mckinney-isd-changes-its-definition
https://twitter.com/HowertonNews/status/1496317265398091778?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1496317265398091778%7Ctwgr%5E3ba01ebf613cd0fb568042f6deab241cf97d474b%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wfaa.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Fmckinney-isd-couple-challenges-282-books-for-removal-within-district-parents-sound-off-at-board-meeting%2F287-56782f80-9047-424f-9394-db0916bb22a5
https://texasscorecard.com/local/mckinney-school-board-president-sued-for-squelching-free-speech/
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/education/mckinney-isd-couple-challenges-282-books-for-removal-within-district-parents-sound-off-at-board-meeting/287-56782f80-9047-424f-9394-db0916bb22a5
https://texasscorecard.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/mckinneyisd-book-challenge-sample-redacted.png


copied-and-pasted a generic, ungrammatical complaint: “Contains one or more of the following:
Marxism, incest, sexual explicit material—in written form and/or visual pictures, pornography, CRT,
immoral activities, rebellious against parents, and the material contradicts the ISD’s student handbook.”
The challenges were dismissed out of hand.

Now Rachel Elliott is running for the board with a slate of two other pro-censorship candidates, Brittany
Hendrickson and Jim Westerheid, hoping to replace three longtime incumbents. If they win, they’ll join
trustee Chad Green to create a pro-censorship, anti-LGBTQ majority.

The district is home to two PACs supporting pro-censorship candidates: McKinney First and McKinney
Values. Members of those groups have also talked about trying to get support from Patriot Mobile Action
PAC ahead of May’s election. Many of the district’s extremists congregate online in a private Facebook
group calledMcKinney Talks Politics, where ugly personal attacks on board members proliferate. One
poster, for example, photoshopped the faces of incumbents Dankel, Lynn Sperry, and Stephanie O’Dell
over an image of the witches from Hocus Pocus, with the caption “We eat children.”

Fortunately, McKinney is also home to a great group supporting teachers, librarians, and the goals of
inclusive public education. Public Schools First McKinney deserves your support.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 4

Place 5

Place 6 (at large)

Amy Dankel (I)
Brittany Hendrickson

Lynn Sperry (I)
Rachel Batluck Elliott

Stephanie O’Dell (I)
Serena Ashcroft
Jim Westerheid

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Brittany Hendrickson signed up early to run as part of McKinney’s hate slate with Rachel

Batluck Elliott and Jim Westerheid.
● At last March’s board meeting, Hendrickson read an out-of-context passage from Arundhati

Roy’s The God of Small Things, shouting,“This is disgusting!” The God of Small Things has
appeared on the AP Literature Exam at least three times since 2010.

● Hendrickson is a member of Families Engaged for Effective Education.

Place 5
● Rachel Batluck Elliott made national headlines when she and her husband Paul attempted to

mass-challenge 282 books in the district. That stunt was dismissed out of hand by the district,
but Elliott has also made real challenges to books, including Perks of Being a Wallflower.

● Both Elliotts are donors toMcKinney First, and both have regularly spoken at board meetings;
inMarch of last year, Paul suggested the board commemorate Child Abuse Awareness Month
by removing Perks from the district, saying (falsely) that the book “glorifies and tragically

https://texasscorecard.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/mckinneyisd-book-challenge-sample-redacted.png
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3815489328540695
https://www.facebook.com/McKinneypublicschools
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/jasperserver-pro/flow.html?_flowId=viewReportFlow&decorate=no&reportUnit=%2Fpublic%2FpublicData%2Fdatasource%2FCFS%2FAll_Reports&CorrFlag=N&FilerInfoId=100173378&reportLocale=en_US
https://mckinneyisdtx.swagit.com/play/03232022-621


normalizes the rape of a minor,” and (falsely) suggesting that “there’s potential criminal
activity going on” by making the book available in the library. Rachel followed, reading an
excerpt from The Bluest Eye, by Nobel Prize-winning author Toni Morrison, (falsely) claiming
that the book encourages pedophilia.

● On social media last December, Rachel Elliott argued that the incumbents up for reelection
(Dankel, O’Dell, and Sperry) should be arrested for “child abuse, exposing children to
pornographic material, soliciting children for sexual abuse.”

● For good measure, Rachel Elliott is also a member of Families Engaged for Effective
Education.

Place 6 (at large)
● Jim Westerheid joined the original McKinney slate (which Westerheid calls #thetruthteam)

with Hendrickson and Elliott. Westerheid is given to angry social media screeds against the
current board and former superintendent Rick McDaniel. “Rick McDaniel is obfuscating the
material fact that illegal pornography is in the school,” he wrote in one. “Their [sic] is no
protection for any child from a rogue student putting an explicit picture in front of a group of
innocent children,” he wrote in another. In a third, he accused the Republican-dominated board
of being Alinskyites: “The truth never matters to Saul Alynski’s [sic] followers,” he wrote.

● Serena Ashcroft originally supported Westerheid, but sometime this winter decided he couldn’t
win and that she would be a better candidate for the race. Ashcroft ran a failed campaign for the
board in 2021; she runs a hybrid homeschool/private school called M.A.K.E. Greatness
Academy.

● Ashcroft is also an active member of the activist group Families Engaged for Effective
Education, and her entrance into the race was celebrated by the leader of that group, Mary
Lowe (formerly of Moms for Liberty’s Tarrant County chapter).

● On multiple occasions, Ashcroft has called for the defunding of public schools. In one post, she
wrote, “Sick of it all! I don’t want my tax dollars going into the system in the first place. I don’t
want them giving me a tax credit or a voucher. We [need] true tax reform. I will just fund my
own education with my own money. I’ll put it where I want. It never goes into the system in the
first place. I don’t support porn in schools. I don’t support anti-american [sic] instruction or
divisions based on race, sexuality. No gender theories or CRT. Why am I forced to pay into this
system that is against my beliefs, anti American [sic] and unconstitutional?”

● Ashcroft is supported by McKinney Values PAC.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Incumbent Amy Dankel is the board president, and has been relentlessly attacked by local

extremists. She’s a former teacher with an M.Ed. in Curriculum and sent both of her children
through MISD schools. She has voted as a Republican in at least the last six primaries.

● Dankel’s website includes an impressively specific platform, but also forthrightly addresses the
attacks the board has faced. Importantly, she also promises to “support our staff instead of
demonizing them with accusations of grooming and indoctrination.”

● Dankel is endorsed by Public Schools First McKinney.
● Donate to or volunteer for Amy Dankel.

Place 5
● Lynn Sperry is a former music teacher who has earned the designation “Master Trustee.” All

three of her children and all seven of her grandchildren have attended MISD schools. Sperry

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14o5TOqkV9GCXlIrK04HTxGGckNjG67QW/view?usp=share_link
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.amydankel.com/platform
https://www.facebook.com/McKinneypublicschools/posts/1017436009231010:1017436009231010
https://www.amydankel.com/


has voted in Republican primaries and donated heavily to Republican campaigns.
● Sperry is endorsed by Public Schools First McKinney.
● Donate to or volunteer for Lynn Sperry.

Place 6
● Stephanie O’Dell is a member of the McKinney Education Foundation Board and the Baylor

Hospital Board. She has a long history of volunteering in MISD, and has two daughters who
graduated from district schools. She has voted as a Republican in at least the last six primaries.

● O’Dell is endorsed by Public Schools First McKinney.
● Donate to or volunteer for Stephanie O’Dell.

Contacts on the Ground

● Public Schools First McKinney has been doing great work for some time, organizing to support
teachers and to demonstrate at board meetings that the McKinney community opposes
censorship and stands behind all of the district’s students. If you’re in or near McKinney, please
contact them to see how you can help as the election approaches.

● McKinney Residents for MISD Excellence is another local group that organizes and informs
local citizens to protect public schools from extremist attacks.

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● McKinney ISD Council of PTA’s Candidate Forum - March 16
(note: all seven candidates were invited, but Hendrickson, Elliott, & Westerheid have so far
chosen not to attend)

Northwest ISD
Notes: Northwest Family First PAC is a new group that seems built in the mold of Patriot Mobile PAC.
The PAC officially launched in February with help from Christian nationalist state congressman Nate
Schatzline. Group founder Heather Fields described the start of the group as a spiritual revival, writing,
“as a natural extension of that, parents won’t be content to sit by and allow evil to occupy political seats
of power over our children.” For Fields, that evil is what she calls “radical sexual grooming, child
pornography, and facilitating genital mutilation of children,” which she suggests the district’s incumbents
support.

In one particularly nasty social media post, Fields singled out a trans elementary school student,
misgendering her and detailing her grade and her future middle and high school. “Will the special
attention this student receives inspire other children to demand the same level of attention?” she
wrote–again, about an elementary school student. “Will they think they want to transition without
understanding what that actually means?”

https://www.facebook.com/McKinneypublicschools/posts/1017436009231010:1017436009231010
https://lynnsperry2023.com/
https://www.facebook.com/McKinneypublicschools/posts/1017436009231010:1017436009231010
https://stephanieodellmisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/McKinneypublicschools
https://www.facebook.com/groups/225925039337689/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mckinney-isd-council-of-ptas-forum-tickets-563703391017
https://twitter.com/stevanzetti/status/1634589969699205120?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/groups/809902323026101/posts/1137720860244244
https://www.facebook.com/groups/809902323026101/posts/1137720860244244
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn3H_R4OQitGwEaqwsSwUmbvsyFKgdR3/view?usp=share_link


Even though the current board is already relatively conservative, the leaders of the PAC have recruited
three candidates–Jennifer Stephens, Jon Pendergrass, and Michelle Slater–to run far to the right of the
current incumbents as part of an extreme and explicitly partisan slate.

Contested Races Candidates

Place 5

Place 6

Place 7

Steve Sprowls (I)
Amanda Smith
Jennifer Stephens

Lillian Rauch (I)
Jon Pendergrass

Jennifer Murphy (I)
Michelle Slater

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 5
● On her campaign website, Denton ISD diagnostician Jennifer Stephens writes, “Parents are the

primary and final authority over their children.”
● Apparently that authority has limits: On Facebook, Stephens complained about parents who

insist that school employees respect their child’s gender identity. “I have been told and
threatened by parents that I have to use they and them when speaking to their kid,” she wrote,
“because they have ‘gender dysphoric disorder’ and if I don’t, they will come after my job.”

● (That comment, incidentally, came in response to PAC founder Heather Fields’ post singling
out a trans elementary student. Instead of standing up for that student or her parents, Stephens
ratified the attack. “Parents are forcing schools to prioritize these students and typical peers see
that and they get angry.”)

● Stephens also adamantly opposes sex ed in schools. “I don’t think sex education needs to be
part of a school,” she told one interviewer.

● As Steven Monacelli reports, Stephens may have committed an election ethics violation by
conducting that interview from her office in Denton ISD.

Place 6
● Jon Pendergrass, is the director of career and professional developments at Dallas Baptist

University. While his slate-mates’ websites are relatively free of culture war content,
Pendergrass’s dives directly into the fight. His website’s tagline is “Protect our future leaders
from a radical agenda,” and one of his stated priorities is “safeguarding our youngest students
by implementing processes to eliminate explicit adult content from classrooms and libraries.”

● Asked about library books in an interview, Pendergrass said, “Anything that includes explicit
content, sexual images, sexual text that’s graphic by nature, that doesn’t belong in a workplace,
it doesn’t belong in our schools.” (Reminder: that standard would preclude nearly half of the
works listed on last year’s AP Literature exam.)

Place 7
● Michelle Slater’s website is fairly bland, but she has embraced being a part of the PAC’s slate,

attending the PAC’s launch and regularly appearing with Stephens and Pendergrass.

Alternative Candidate(s)

https://www.votedrjennifer.org/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rZ3smc3WB3-tbEwPbKhQ7JCApRuB7Md9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn3H_R4OQitGwEaqwsSwUmbvsyFKgdR3/view?usp=share_link
https://m.facebook.com/watch/?v=628282569121995&extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=1YhcI9R&ref=sharing
https://twitter.com/stevanzetti/status/1634586998982815747?s=20
https://www.jonpendergrass.com/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=199662285985211
https://twitter.com/frankstrong/status/1603505892267364353?s=46&t=S0jgWb1Jy8Qleb51npVX0w
https://twitter.com/frankstrong/status/1603505892267364353?s=46&t=S0jgWb1Jy8Qleb51npVX0w
https://slater4nisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VoteSlater/posts/pfbid029F21HRmCAizBgPtJNSN9buoUwjdGt5H5Qdo4S4VgbUEPesLREeJuGhB996qgsmsBl
https://www.facebook.com/VoteSlater/posts/pfbid0R8Rcunzz6HyXjQtAwdWBfjZJMhhsW9avUWqF42bQMtWKSqu7L11RNqFkS8uZNmPtl


Place 5
● Steve Sprowls is an Air Force veteran and pilot, a father of NISD students, and the husband of

an NISD teacher. He has been on the board since 2017 and has voted in the last five Republican
primaries.

● Sprowls has displayed a willingness to address buzzwords that animate extremist groups like
Northwest Family First PAC. In this Facebook post, for example, Sprowls deflates
scaremongering around “SEL,” writing, “I’ll start off by saying that NISD’s version of SEL has
nothing to do with CASEL, and teaches neither CRT nor sexual grooming.”

● Donate to Steve Sprowls.

● Amanda Smith is a first-time candidate for trustee who has taken a forthright stance against
book bans (“When we ban books we teach students that they can restrict ideas and opinions,”
her website reads) and lists diversity and inclusion as one of her top priorities.

● Donate to Amanda Smith.

Place 6
● Lillian Rauch is the longest-serving incumbent up for re-election, having served as trustee since

2014. She is a teacher with 40 years of experience and holds a doctorate in Reading Education.
She has three grandchildren who all attend NISD schools.

● Rauch has voted in every Republican primary since 2012.
● Donate to Lillian Rauch (website pending).

Place 7
● Jennifer Murphy was elected to the board in 2020. She currently works as the Director for

Foundation Relations at Texas Wesleyan University, and has experience working in both
schools and the nonprofit world.

● Like Sprowls, Murphy has been unafraid to defend the importance of social-emotional learning
as “part of the bigger picture in how we educate the whole child.”

● Donate to Jennifer Murphy.

Contacts on the Ground

● A brand new bipartisan group has blossomed in Northwest ISD to resist extremist attempts to
take over the board: Unite for Northwest ISD.

● Besides a beautiful website, the group has a ton of energy and organization and is working to
fight disinformation and support all students, teachers, and families in NISD. Just as
importantly, Unite for NISD already has a slate of events planned to energize and inform
district voters, build community and (why not?) have some fun.

● Donate to or get involved with Unite for Northwest ISD.

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● Texans Defending Democracy (Virtual Event) - March 15
● Game Night at the Roanoke Library - March 25
● Early Voting Pre-Game Virtual Happy Hour - April 23

(You can also fill out this form to learn about even more opportunities to get involved with Unite for NISD)

https://www.facebook.com/sprowlsnisd/posts/pfbid02xLh1NkwwUVS4b7Xm5sYwRgTkMjXvaHbwBqfgStvq6Vgk2LDay3nFrqaeq24QWuKxl
https://donorbox.org/sprowlsnisd?fbclid=IwAR0bIaiLlpFJ_hx2xYcTEIb6BF9T-Wm6qnJU6YOSMnNUKFoT3dmDmNRoOFs
https://amandasmith24.poliengine.com/about
https://amandasmith24.poliengine.com/issues
https://amandasmith24.poliengine.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1414102315518499/posts/3417435705185140/?comment_id=3417655248496519&reply_comment_id=3418011758460868
https://www.murphyfornisd.com/
https://unitefornisd.com/
https://unitefornisd.com/#events
https://unitefornisd.com/#page-2
https://unitefornisd.com/#page-0
https://www.texansdefendingdemocracy.com/events/fighting-for-equity-fairness-and-representation-in/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/unite-for-nisd-grown-up-game-night-roanoke-public-library-tickets-570272810327
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/unite-for-nisd-early-voting-pre-game-virtual-happy-hour-tickets-570285397977
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNUhKFRgYMfV1q7w1WLT23o6L7qZfr4o9iVvpubwLL6u2rBQ/viewform


Plano ISD

Contested Races Candidates

Place 4

Place 5

Place 7

Tarrah Lantz
Lydia Ortega
Margaret Turner-Carrigan

Michael Cook
Khalid Ishaq
Greg Jubenville

Cody Weaver (I)
Katherine Chan Goodwin
Simon Salinas

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Lydia Ortega has donated to Families 4 Frisco, a PAC that has worked to elect extremist

candidates in neighboring Frisco ISD.
● Ortega has spoken at multiple PISD school board meetings. In October of 2021, Ortega did the

now-cliché act of reading an out-of-context bit of dialogue about sex from a scene from a
Lauren Myracle book, saying, “I find that the books are sexualizing kids, making them
vulnerable to molestation, rape, and pedophiles.”

● But there’s a twist! “Since constant book monitoring and review is costly,” Ortega proposed a
policy that would “incentivize” kids who find books with sexual language in the library to turn
them in to authorities for a $500 reward. “I think that’s a way to cull this material and to ensure
that the costs aren’t borne by the staff and faculty,” she said.

● In fairness, that would be a great way to teach students Shakespeare. Elizabethan English can
be hard to parse, but promise students cash and you can bet they’ll find dirty references in
Romeo and Juliet faster than you can say “My naked weapon is out.”

● TPPF-funded Texas Scorecard wrote about Ortega in 2019, calling her a “California refugee”
preaching to Texans against the ills of “big government.”

Place 5
● Greg Jubenville also donated to Families 4 Frisco, a PAC that has worked to elect extremist

candidates in neighboring Frisco ISD.
● On the endorsement page of Jubenville’s campaign website, one supporter notes, “He will work

against (CRT) Critical Race Theory, drag queen story time or any other woke agenda that is
destroying our youth. He wants schools to teach our kids math, reading, science, history
through merit based education and not to confuse our youth with gender ideology.”

● Jubenville and anti-“CRT” Place 7 candidate Cody Weaver have appeared together at campaign
events.

Place 7

https://planoisdtx.new.swagit.com/videos/141129
https://texasscorecard.com/local/california-refugee-warns-texans-dont-make-the-same-mistakes/
https://www.jubenville4planoisd.com/view-endorsements
https://www.jubenville4planoisd.com/news/#february-15th-cody-weaver-kickoff-event


● Incumbent Cody Weaver has staked out a pretty vehement position against what he calls
“critical race theory.” In the summer of 2021, he led a 2-hour workshop on spotting “CRT” in
schools at Redemption Point Alliance Church in McKinney, which was also attended by Frisco
ISD trustee Stephanie Elad. Here’s one blogger’s write up of the event.

● Weaver has also donated to Families 4 Frisco, the PAC that helped elect Elad and her fellow
anti-“CRT” trustee Marvin Lowe.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 4
● Tarrah Lantz describes herself as “a Plano ISD parent for the last seven years who has served

for the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and the Plano ISD Education Foundation.” She seems to be
running alongsideMichael Cook (Place 5) and Katherine Chan Goodwin (Place 7).

● Donate to or volunteer for Tarrah Lantz.

Place 5
● Michael Cook describes himself as “a Plano ISD parent who has advocated for the teaching of

honest American history in the district and frequently attends school board meetings.”
● Donate to or volunteer for Michael Cook.

● Khalid Ishaq has been a member of the Diversity Advisory Committee for the district. He’s a
Republican primary voter who attended Collin County Republican Party events with some of
the more problematic figures in the area. But, apart from hobnobbing at events featuring
extremists like Kyle “KD” Sims, Serena Ashcroft, and Rachel Batluck Elliott (which is not
nothing), he has no major red flags on his website or in his social media presence. I’m waiting
to see more information on his positions on academic freedom and inclusive classrooms.

Place 7
● Katherine Chan Goodwin has been active in PTAs in Plano ISD for years, and has rallied at the

Texas Capitol to support public schools in the face of vouchers and defunding.
● Donate to or volunteer for Katherine Chan Goodwin.

● Simon Salinas graduated from Plano East High School in 2022 and has spoken at several board
meetings in the district. In one meeting, he argued against the removal of the college-readiness
AVID program, saying that objections came from fear-mongering and misperceptions that the
program was anti-white or anti-God.

● Donate to or volunteer for Simon Salinas.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

https://www.facebook.com/CODYWEAVERPISD7/posts/pfbid0iR9KenqUJndAcqdE77h4SkGoWdyr5b3e8UovtN4BYze1ZeGDiRFRRd3c5NWuChupl
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2021/07/12/texas-trustees-at-cpac-encourage-parents-to-take-back-your-school-boards/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2021/07/12/texas-trustees-at-cpac-encourage-parents-to-take-back-your-school-boards/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/critical-race-theory-crt-information-seminar-tickets-161396935579?fbclid=IwAR09nhYVcVIL9uxbdupKTTFagscgpSGLMZYXhY6NY8y6a4627AI17s9ZMXk
https://www.thepsychologicalhook.com/collin-county-politics-education-under-attack/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/elections/2023/02/21/3-seats-are-up-for-election-on-the-plano-isd-school-board-here-are-the-candidates/
https://www.facebook.com/GoodwinForPISD7/posts/pfbid0pVpDVNa6JZAU5NLtMNY6VisuiHZmgSjCsp8Wy1JQKvHk29t83ZgYDuxBGjX8uUkyl
https://tarrahlantz.com/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/elections/2023/02/21/3-seats-are-up-for-election-on-the-plano-isd-school-board-here-are-the-candidates/
https://www.cookforplanoisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dfPTW_H4Fz_PQMQnvOVzoO8KEIMd6RkWs9VkG1Bo-BMrOHxaE6BaiJeE
https://www.facebook.com/terry.wade.319/posts/pfbid02ww6TA8UM9nG9Ztg6THTMo1y7ZAseTrnoHtz5GpaqEpBKdsXVoU3iAsHPJSki4Whnl
https://cbsaustin.com/news/local/supporters-of-texas-public-schools-rally-for-improved-funding-incentives-for-teachers?fbclid=IwAR3dv5uRDk2ziT1rwNznjtkYe99OdoVnxuvGO3uGcKrw-H5FklXD8ZeXZg4
https://www.goodwinforplanoisd.com/
https://www.pisd.edu/avid
https://www.simonforpisd.com/


● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Prosper ISD

Contested Races Candidates

Place 2

Place 5

Dena Dixon (I)
Aimee Boots
Siva Pilli

Debra Smith (I) (withdrawn)
Jim Herblin
Eileen Riverside
Kurt Kuehn
Tommy Van Wolfe

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Place 2
● Aimee Boots has been endorsed by one of the biggest book banners in North Texas, Rep. Jared

Patterson, who single-handedly forced the removal of dozens of books from Frisco ISD. Boots
has donated to Families 4 Frisco, a PAC supporting extremist pro-censorship candidates in
neighboring Frisco ISD.

Place 5
● Jim Herblin is the treasurer and one of the lead organizers for Prosper Citizens Group, which

challenged 80 books it called “obscene materials” in district libraries in 2022.
● Herblin is endorsed by McKinney activist Kyle “KD” Sims, and his social media campaign

announcement was liked by extremist school board candidates Rachel Batluck Elliott
(McKinney) and Jennifer Kratky (Tomball).

Alternative Candidate(s)

Place 2
● Before joining the board, incumbent Dena Dixon had a long history of serving the district as a

volunteer, coach, and substitute teacher. She has voted in the last three Republican primaries.
● Donate to or volunteer for Dena Dixon.

Place 5
● Eileen Riverside is a trauma nurse who is married to a teacher in the district. She entered the

race calling for change after her child’s bus driver was arrested for repeatedly molesting two
children. There is no connection between this awful situation and the presence of, say, The
Glass Castle in school libraries, but many of Prosper’s pro-censorship figures have tried to
connect the two issues, and some have thus supported Riverside’s candidacy. That’s not a
knock on Riverside herself, though. I’ll update this listing when I get more information on her
stances.

https://www.facebook.com/jpattersontx/posts/pfbid02NzSBQTtQEZsdRQL4XK1VY5uZWZxzHRJ7nSB5a7D2yZ3VXr4B5mknSekvrN2bw5vYl
https://www.facebook.com/jpattersontx/posts/pfbid02NzSBQTtQEZsdRQL4XK1VY5uZWZxzHRJ7nSB5a7D2yZ3VXr4B5mknSekvrN2bw5vYl
https://prospercitizengroup.com/resources/Documents/PCG%20PAC%20Media%20Alert%20--Library%20Investigation%201-19-22.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/kyle.sims.505960/posts/pfbid0U89hfdM7MZSPxuUz83cZMb4DxfUG9woCxEkrfVoXiHWjhmbosNdEUe2YQbptn8qZl
https://www.facebook.com/DenaDixonForPISD/


● (website pending)

● Tommy Van Wolfe is a businessman who has years of experience in the restaurant industry and
has been a commissioner on the town of Prosper’s Planning and Zoning Commission. He has
volunteered in Prosper ISD with the Superintendent Parent Advisory Council and the Career
Technology Education Advisory Council.

● Donate to or volunteer for Tommy Van Wolfe.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Richardson ISD

Contested Races Candidates

District 3

At-Large Place 6

Bonnie Abadie
Debbie Rentería (I)

Eric Eager (I)
Blake Sawyer

Notes
on Red Flag Candidate(s)

District 3
● Bonnie Abadie is a business owner who ran for the board in 2013 and 2014. (In 2014, she

expressed support for vouchers)
● She supports HB900, Jared Patterson’s bill, which would remove hundreds of great works of

literature–including dozens of books from recent AP Literature exams–from all school libraries
in the state.

● On her website, she says, “The sexualization of our children has been growing in recent years
and is a great cause of concern for parents. I will call for a review of books in our libraries to
make sure our students can check out only age appropriate books.” (She also says this doesn’t
count as a book ban because, “If parents are ok with their kids reading certain books, they can
take them to the library or bookstore.” Here’s why that argument doesn’t hold water.

● Among her campaign donors is Lynn Strawn Davenport, the former Dallas College trustee
candidate and leader of Families Engaged for Effective Education.

https://tommy4pisd.com/donate.html
https://tommy4pisd.com/
https://www.marksteger.com/2023/02/first-impressions-of-candidates-for.html
https://www.facebook.com/BonnieAbadieforRISD/posts/pfbid02LNa2MWddazzq1ze5Kwp7M7uCFUUMD6hrRWkfzo99UdqwDPpsR5Vn7LWaHuwzpMBLl
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/what-does-hb-900-mean-for-teaching
http://bonnieforrisd.com/
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/a-note-on-terminology
https://web.risd.org/board/wp-content/uploads/30DayCFR_B.Abadie_-Admended.pdf
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged


At-Large Place 6
● Blake Sawyer ran for the board in 2021. His campaign website is one of the blander ones I’ve

seen, but a good indication of his positions comes from looking at who is supporting him. His
most recent campaign finance form shows that his biggest donor (accounting for more than half
of his campaign’s cash on hand) is Sherry Moore Clemens, who ran an unsuccessful campaign
for trustee in 2022 that focused on banning books.

● Sawyer also seems connected to District 3 candidate Bonnie Abadie, as well as Families
Engaged leader Lynn Davenport.

Alternative Candidate(s)

District 3
● Incumbent Debbie Rentería is a former teacher with a teaching degree from UTSA and a

master’s degree in Education from Pepperdine. She has been on the board since 2020, and has
been a committed advocate for inclusive classrooms.

● Donate to or volunteer for Debbie Rentería.

At-Large Place 6
● Eric Eager is an accountant and founder of a software firm who has served on the board since

2020. He’s a former RISD student and parent of two district graduates.
● Eager has consistently voted in Republican primaries since 2016.
● He has expressed his commitment to and support for the district’s diversity and for inclusive

classrooms, saying in 2022: “I knew we were the fifth in the state [in diversity] but it surprised
me we're the 50th most diverse district in the entire country. And that is a huge opportunity for
our kids. Because I just know in the workplace, out in the real world, that having cultural
awareness is one of the top three skill sets that employers have in such high demand. If we
think about it, we have an opportunity in our community, for our kids, and for everyone
involved to learn and appreciate from these cultures and all these communities.”

● Donate to or volunteer for Eric Eager.

Contacts on the Ground

● Richardson ISD Families for Equity is an active, organized, and effective group that helped the
district fend off an extremist takeover in 2022–one of the state’s best groups focused on making
sure that classrooms are inclusive and equitable. They are non-partisan and they don’t do
candidate endorsements, but they care deeply about the well-being of all district students and
they work hard to keep voters informed about candidate positions. Reach out to them for ways
to help in RISD.

● Mark Steger is a blogger with deep knowledge of the district–definitely a perspective worth
reading on ISD candidates.

Organizing steps/upcoming events

https://www.blake4richardson.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Jb2q7ZCRPyf-9SulRg3bQoNG0yrbbL8h2kiyFU7HYhPgVAMAfau0xvgY
https://web.risd.org/board/wp-content/uploads/30DayCFR_B.Sawyer.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V7wwMmcdGmCubMXk4BDRj9z4sEnuGj-Dq03efz0m4aE/edit#bookmark=id.csj2szc6ch5m
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123056131055257/posts/6683657141661757
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1540201889576871/posts/3332412757022433/
https://www.facebook.com/DebbieForRISD/posts/pfbid0pM769mdRorRGv4bCh6tmtHsWguJhns4ferrwSSCLTBdYK36ZgAgjZj2j9AEVdkKWl
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=641418057989344&set=a.455707123227106
https://www.facebook.com/DebbieForRISD/posts/pfbid02WV98svRxaYsjPv652tBCHTjfuXKLijPR294wRgQxk3hWDGCwN8s4KfvqtZJGDdQnl
https://debbieforrisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR3aouz2_aFgf_p13NSBNdIULp-kY-IFRBtXKChQG38iM2RWV4WsiubH4MI
https://www.marksteger.com/2023/02/first-impressions-of-candidates-for.html
https://eager4risd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/risdfamiliesforequity
https://www.marksteger.com/2023/02/first-impressions-of-candidates-for.html


● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

Spring Branch ISD
Notes: Spring Branch ISD is where I had my first teaching job, at a (now-defunct) alternative high school
north of I-10, so it is very dear to me. Like a lot of districts in the Houston area, SBISD has been a
flashpoint for book controversies. In January, the new book-banning board majority voted to ban
Frederick Joseph’s The Black Friend: On Being a Better White Person from all district middle schools,
overturning decisions made by committees of librarians, teachers, and parents. And in March the board
adopted a “streamlined” policy for book challenges that skips the book review committees entirely and
sends book objections directly to the board.

Here’s what I wrote about the district last year:

Spring Branch is like two districts mashed into one: a relatively poor district of mostly brown and
black students north of I-10 and a wealthy (disproportionately white) suburban district south of
the freeway. The school board has been dominated by candidates from the south. In fact, though
the district is only 27% white, SBISD has never had a non-white trustee. [Note: This changed in
2022–see below.]

How does that happen? Well, the answer provides a nice look at how structural racism works.

Spring Branch’s board seats are all at-large rather than geographically based. While the north is
the population base of the district, the south is where the money resides, where folks have time to
campaign and volunteer, and where there are more regular voters and fewer non-citizens. So the
south wins the elections. I don’t know why the district decided long ago to use at-large rather than
geographical seats, or if race had anything to do with it. But it’s clear that maintaining that system
when there are other models available amounts to a decision to dilute the power of the poorer
(again, less white) parts of the district.

Last fall, school board candidate Virginia Elizondo sued the district to try to force it to move to
either geographically based model or a hybrid one (like Houston ISD has & Richardson ISD
recently adopted). Predictably, parents in the southern part of the district balked. Also predictably,
the loudest voices in that fight are the same folks who want to ban “CRT.” In other words, the
people who benefit from structures that privilege some groups over others are the same ones who
don’t want their kids learning about structural racism.

Most of that still applies (voters did elect John Pérez, a Mexican-American man, to the board in 2022).
Spring Branch Families First PAC is the group behind most of the district’s book controversies and the
most vociferous opposition to single-member districts. Three candidates they backed won seats on the
board last May. This year, moderate board members Joseph Klam and Chris Gonzalez have opted not to
run, and the PAC is hoping to further consolidate power for the most extreme and least inclusive factions
of the district’s south side.

https://abc13.com/spring-branch-isd-school-book-ban-author-frederick-joseph-critical-race-theory/12755138/
https://abc13.com/book-bans-spring-branch-independent-school-district-families4everychild-pac-education/13030161/
https://abc13.com/book-bans-spring-branch-independent-school-district-families4everychild-pac-education/13030161/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V7wwMmcdGmCubMXk4BDRj9z4sEnuGj-Dq03efz0m4aE/edit#
https://abc13.com/spring-branch-isd-sbisd-lawsuit-divides-community-racism/11054034/
https://pipelinesbisd.com/critical-race-theory


Contested Races Candidates

Position 1

Position 2

David Lopez
Courtney Anderson

Shannon Mahan
Becky Ardell Downs

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

Position 1
● Courtney Anderson has the full endorsement of Spring Branch Families First / PIPELine

SBISD, the district’s most virulent book-banning group, which should be no surprise, since
Anderson has been a regular donor to the PAC and was part of the the “campaign team” for
PAC-supported trustee Caroline Bennett’s 2022 election.

● On her website, she says one of her priorities is “removing the radical indoctrination the
education system is succumbing to.” (Clearly she won’t prioritize teaching students not to end
sentences in prepositions.)

● Anderson also calls the possibility of single-member districts a looming catastrophic event,
saying, “We do not want to be mandated to elect single-member districts, allowing each voter
to only vote for one candidate every three years. Having single-member districts breeds
backdoor politics, infighting, and mistrust. We can look to neighboring districts to see how this
system has failed constituents and more importantly children.” The last sentence gestures at the
“Don’t HISD my SBISD” signs that dotted lawns in wealthy Spring Branch homes in 2021 and
that were interpreted by some district residents as a racist dog whistle.

● Anderson’s campaign announcement was liked by Chris Zook, the president of the Freedom
Foundation of Texas. Anderson’s campaign finance disclosures indicate that she is working
with CAZ Consulting, LLC, which is also owned by Zook.

● For good measure, Anderson has been endorsed by the wildly extremist True Texas Project.

Position 2
● Though Shannon Mahan has been relatively quiet about her positions on key issues–she hasn’t

spoken at the most explosive school board meetings and her campaign website is devoid of
positions on any issues–she is part of a matched pair with Courtney Anderson.

● Like Anderson, Mahan has been endorsed by Spring Branch Families PAC / PIPELine SBISD,
the district’s extremist book-banning group.

● Also like Anderson, Mahan has been endorsed by the True Texas Project.

Alternative Candidate(s)

Position 1
● David Lopez has been a teacher and administrator at YES Prep in Houston, and his website

emphasizes that he “values diversity and inclusivity to create a welcoming environment for
all.”

● Lopez is a first-generation American, which is worth noting in a district where many students
are either immigrants or children of immigrants, but where the school board has rarely reflected

https://pipelinesbisd.com/2023-trustee-elections
https://pipelinesbisd.com/2023-trustee-elections
https://pipelinesbisd.com/content-appropriateness
http://204.65.203.5/public/100861171.pdf
http://204.65.203.5/public/100862783.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/102096022405644/photos/a.117536230861623/140382395243673/?type=3
https://www.courtneyforsbisd.com/?fbclid=IwAR3gxgOxaCxYAauv_RtpFt0aJ6iuAcVgj9E3eu6zr2hWTXU7_Gp2Bxh9gdU
https://abc13.com/spring-branch-isd-sbisd-lawsuit-divides-community-racism/11054034/
https://www.facebook.com/courtneyforsbisd/posts/pfbid034ERjt225SmWeJmq8sjgdUxiNphw5fcs3sscNKj5n3EQ2opZU71a6fQFqwecjTdGgl
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1680804753/springbranchisdcom/scv9enyuifxadvuq2aul/CourtneyAnderson_30_dayFinanceReport.pdf
https://twitter.com/cjtackett/status/1644790877062135813?s=20
https://www.shannon4sbisd.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/courtneyforsbisd/posts/pfbid0gs17uARzotqYUHbAmtUdYSNQdpAAwq2wHYzRhsuzrV6zhmpZXk83kxPTxQLWQqLKl
https://www.shannon4sbisd.com/view-endorsements
https://pipelinesbisd.com/2023-trustee-elections
https://twitter.com/cjtackett/status/1644790877062135813?s=20
https://www.davidforsbisd.com/
https://www.davidforsbisd.com/


the district’s diversity.
● Lopez and Position 2 candidate Becky Downs have been the subjects of nasty negative

campaigning that says they are being funded by “out-of-state billionaires, like George Soros.”
Lopez has also been accused of aiming to “sideline parents” and “push radical leftwing
indoctrination” on children.

● Lopez is a founding member of Somos Spring Branch, an important public-school advocacy
group in the district.

● Donate to or volunteer for David Lopez.

Position 2
● Becky Downs is a Presbyterian minister and the pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church.

She’s also an SBISD parent.
● Her campaign website addresses the district’s North/South divide directly:

14 SBISD campuses received grades of A or B by Children at Risk, a statewide
nonprofit that evaluates school quality. Only one of those is located north of I-10.

That same organization rated 16 SBISD schools with a D or F. All but two of those
campuses are located on the north side of the freeway.

Almost every member of the SBISD school board lives in a community with highly
successful, and well-resourced neighborhood schools, and they seem content to ignore
the glaring problems in half of our district, while they spend time with irrelevant
national political distractions. Our community deserves better. We should work to
protect every child.

● Like Lopez, Downs has been attacked in robo-text messages that accuse her of being funded by
“out of state billionaires, like George Soros.” Not only is it not true, it’s also an ugly
anti-Semitic smear commonly used by conspiracy theorists. And it’s ironic in an election where
Downs has far less funding than the district’s PAC-supported candidates.

● Donate to or volunteer for Becky Downs.

Contacts on the Ground

● Families 4 Every Child is fighting the good fight against the very well-funded reactionary PACs
and their allies operating in the district. They don’t shy away from addressing the very obvious
disparities in the district’s North/South divide; nor do they ignore the ways those disparities
play into controversies about books and “CRT.”

● Support them in any way you can.

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

https://www.facebook.com/DLOTX/posts/pfbid09kxkDmF8kesoUGPYvkr2wCVAdKvw8cXUS4Ckj9gkqwtFr8ZSByh6fRSdaRptBXAUl
https://www.facebook.com/DLOTX/posts/pfbid09kxkDmF8kesoUGPYvkr2wCVAdKvw8cXUS4Ckj9gkqwtFr8ZSByh6fRSdaRptBXAUl
https://www.davidforsbisd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DLOTX/posts/pfbid09kxkDmF8kesoUGPYvkr2wCVAdKvw8cXUS4Ckj9gkqwtFr8ZSByh6fRSdaRptBXAUl
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1680727917/springbranchisdcom/gt3mitdt66td3wfsdnh4/BeckyArdellDowns_30_dayFinanceReport.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1680804753/springbranchisdcom/scv9enyuifxadvuq2aul/CourtneyAnderson_30_dayFinanceReport.pdf
https://beckydowns.com/?fbclid=IwAR1aIJ9zQBbUllcxGeKy7idEtqw6JBSp4UB-xo1ZxwYxijuhSJ9qssLP2FY
https://families4everychild.org/
https://families4everychild.org/join-us/


Victoria ISD
Notes: Book banners claim they’re not banning books when they get them removed from school districts,
because you can still get those books at bookstores and public libraries. It’s a bogus defense, but the book
banners of Victoria ISD can’t even claim that, because they spent 2021 and 2022 trying to get books
removed from the Victoria Public Library. They specifically aimed at LGBTQ books: “We are targeting
the LGBT books,” said the leader of the effort. Another requested that “LGBT+ or any type of sexualized
books be removed from VPL.” In the process, they forced the system’s director to resign, installed three
pro-censorship members on the library board, and sharpened their skills for what they hope will be a
takeover of the Victoria ISD school board.

One leader of the Public Library blitz was Tracy Hanes, who runs a private Facebook group called
(ironically) Freedom Over Fear Citizens Unite, which has followed the predictable path of culture-war
obsessions: vaccines and COVID restrictions to critical race theory to “porn” in libraries to drag queens.
Hanes is also a very active member of Families Engaged for Effective Education, and the candidates she
supports–B.J. Nelson and Rick Jones–share the conspiracist Families Engaged obsessions: SEL, surveys,
and a stunted idea of “classical education.”

Contested Races Candidates

District 3

District 5

Bret Baldwin (I)
BJ Nelson

Tami Keeling (I)
Rick Jones

Notes on Red Flag Candidate(s)

District 3
● “I have got a team of people throughout the entire state that have been mentoring me for

months, over a year, learning what is actually going on in the state,” says former teacher B.J.
Nelson. “It’s not just what is going on here. We have got to wake up. And I woke up.”
Apparently, that team is the conspiracist group Families Engaged in Effective Education, of
which Nelson is a member, and Freedom Over Fear Citizens Unite, the local book-banning
group led by her ally and campaign treasurer Tracy Hanes.

● Nelson’s social media is full of scaremongering about trans students and “CRT,” including
support for banning “CRT” and for the state’s book-banning “anti-CRT” law.

● She has also shared a video made by Victoria book banner Tracy Hanes and Tarrant County
activist Sheena Rodriguez about “sexually explicit and concerning books” and a video from an
Abilene activist with a “porn bag” of books she wanted restricted in the Abilene Public Library.
(“The only problem with obscenity laws in Texas is that if it has any educational value it’s
excluded.”)

District 5
● Rick Jones doesn’t have children or grandchildren in Victoria ISD. That’s not in itself a

problem, but Jones also hasn’t volunteered for the district, and his public record doesn’t show
any experience or background in education. He’s running on running down the district–in a
local radio interview he described families who can’t afford private or homeschool as “stuck”

https://www.facebook.com/groups/547803003191528
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://franklinstrong.substack.com/p/know-your-book-banners-families-engaged
https://www.facebook.com/groups/547803003191528
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid024gx3QKNYjCEn6oUcfBGu4qjTTv4vLhqjxTZZyQRvQE7F63S6mAsU5aRmpcHUPWLrl
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid02EBNLjmEfiEzNrCEEAbw1XGEvmmVyHc6RnPkhJT1zhWUgheEbMNoGdR87SXbZ29KZl
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid02Jz5BeyKWuheFhzCJL3DukzMSxiJpFEpA6nMjTp4FA2t7htBHhc4peA13kLmaV2mel
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid0oMymNbq5oGyeK4saALqwAnJKhj7hhCoAUk7ZyuXP33KqyhEpriRXXFfUXWoBr4z2l
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2894410734131217/posts/2904188143153476/
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid0c77zy42N1G2WeDUyKyqYVkdc8spN3qcRxdUtRe8jhEqbLpTft9N8BBEcQ5YNP6Epl
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid0c77zy42N1G2WeDUyKyqYVkdc8spN3qcRxdUtRe8jhEqbLpTft9N8BBEcQ5YNP6Epl
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid02YWxysYbm6vwPooHeW2fay9LNqmHuxQUhnM5Go8fYPDB81g1PYu5XAs23aRFqBmvrl
https://www.facebook.com/bjnmom/posts/pfbid02YWxysYbm6vwPooHeW2fay9LNqmHuxQUhnM5Go8fYPDB81g1PYu5XAs23aRFqBmvrl
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02MuTS5bzfHrxn8RTyx8hs9xUbZKr53U71YViQTaWmf29BNa1SKWXF9wEXccQ75Yual&id=100090163945690
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02MuTS5bzfHrxn8RTyx8hs9xUbZKr53U71YViQTaWmf29BNa1SKWXF9wEXccQ75Yual&id=100090163945690


in Victoria ISD.
● What Jones does have is the full-throated support of the district’s chief book banner, Tracy

Hanes, who has knocked on doors for him and yoked him into a slate with B.J. Nelson.
● Jones was “recruited” to run, in his words, after attending one of the city council meetings

where activists targeted LGBTQ-themed books for removal from the Victoria Public Library.

Alternative Candidate(s)

District 3
● Bret Baldwin barely made it into this box. Before the book banners decided to take over the

school board, he was their favorite trustee–Tracy Hanes praised him for voting against Deputy
Superintendent Michael Kuhrt and for pushing “transparency” in the district. But for now he
stands in the way of an extremist board takeover and is certainly preferable to his opponent.

● I haven’t found a working website for Baldwin yet, and his campaign FB is hasn’t been active
since 2020. I’ll update if I find more.

District 5
● Tami Keeling is an experienced school board member who has served Victoria ISD as trustee,

board vice president, and board president. Keeling was named a Leadership Master Trustee in
2007; she has also served as a PTO president, a community ambassador for Raise Your Hand
Texas, and a member of the School Board Advocacy Network.

● She was also an English major at UT-Austin!
● Donate to or volunteer for Tami Keeling.

Contacts on the Ground

● TBD

Organizing steps/upcoming events

● PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ADD–Canvasses, organizing meetings, other events!

OTHER DISTRICTS (Quick Hits)
These are quick hits. Unfortunately, the dynamics I’ve described in the districts above are present all
across the state: candidates who are members of, or supported by Moms for Liberty-esque groups, PACs
dedicated to censoring books and ideas, partisans pretending to be non-partisan.

Though I haven’t had time to do full dives into the districts below, I’ve learned enough to know how I
would vote in their races. Where appropriate, I’ve continued my green, red & orange designations from
above. And I’ll continue updating through Election Day.

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02Mtv7FtBCQLsDXWQah2L3EvYiqGkgijs6quoJxika67K4C1WfTXWMXLe3indmBG1Gl&id=100072221899748
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02sUHCQRSN9G77NTY8wXEpA6KsuKb1Utb4y43gexybzEP6f6RBTWayDprL224SddY2l&id=100072221899748
https://www.facebook.com/100070903503343/videos/1734892363595289
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02nWjG3Zafug2jtkLz4ETMr4yd99rVo4xDTD17FZXAGjBJ7qV9BgfhBNQsLcAnNF3el&id=100072221899748
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02nWjG3Zafug2jtkLz4ETMr4yd99rVo4xDTD17FZXAGjBJ7qV9BgfhBNQsLcAnNF3el&id=100072221899748
https://www.facebook.com/groups/547803003191528/posts/585471456091349/
https://www.facebook.com/bretbaldwinforschoolboard
https://tamiforvisd.com/


District I would vote
for…

I would NOT
vote for…

I don’t know
much about …

I say this because …

Allen ISD
(Place 7)

Michelle Boren James Hollis
Bill Parker
Brandon Villareal

Boren is a member of the
extremist group Families
Engaged for Effective
Education. She also has
the support of We the
People Allen PAC, whose
donors include Tara
Schulte, leader of
extremist group County
Citizens Defending
Freedom, and Jim
Westerheid, extremist
candidate in nearby
McKinney.

Arlington ISD
(Place 7)

Kathi Arocha Hunter Crow
Watson Robinson
Corliss Bunkley
Bridgett Davis
Leanne Haynes

Arocha is a member of
the extremist group
Families Engaged for
Effective Education.

Clear Creek
ISD (Place 3)

Peter Lauzon Arturo Sanchez
(I)

Lauzon has the support
of the True Texas Project,
one of the most extreme
anti-public-education
groups in Texas.

https://www.facebook.com/wethepeopleallen/posts/pfbid028hotULebBvRkaa8vkhZUYny7c4jtdygHGjkULXtb1fRYSKoLFaiWPXKUtVRFMVtAl
http://204.65.203.5/public/100889709.pdf


Collin College Megan Wallace
(Place 1)

Scott Coleman
(Place 2)

Stacey Donald
(Place 3)

Fred Moses
(Place 1)

Jay Saad
(Place 2)

Cathie
Alexander
(Place 3)

Joe Minissale
(Place 3)

Moses, Saad, and
Alexander all have the
support of McKinney
first, the pro-censorship
extremist PAC that’s also
supporting a “hate slate of
candidates for the
McKinney ISD school
board.

Crowley ISD
(Place 2)

La Tonya
Woodson

Diana Acosta Acosta was a member of
the Tarrant County Moms
for Liberty group before
that group imploded. She
is currently a member of
Families Engaged for
Effective Education, the
extremist conspiracist
group that sprang from
M4L Tarrant County’s
ashes.

Last year, when Acosta
was preparing her first
run for the board, she
wrote on the M4L
Facebook page, “All new
teachers come
preprogrammed and
contaminant [sic] the
population. Unless they
are properly screened
before hiring them. We
will suffer.” And: “Think
of MAO. He waited a full
generation to create
brainwashed students who
grew the communist
party. History happening



here again.”

Dripping
Springs ISD (2
open seats, all
at-large)

Kim Cousins Rob McClelland Jeffrey Aylstock (I)
Ron Jones

Cousins is a popular
former principal of
Dripping Springs High
School with loads of
administrative experience.

McClelland has the
support of Tricia Quintero
and Olivia Barnard, two
extremist candidates
elected last year.

Eagle Mountain
- Saginaw ISD
(Place 6)

Ron Franklin Trent Hill Hill has the endorsement
of book banning trustees
Andrew Yeager (Carroll
ISD), Casey Ford
(GCISD), and Sandi
Walker (Keller ISD), as
well as Christian
nationalist Nate
Schatzline.

Fort Bend ISD Angie Hanan
(I) (Position 1)

Shirley
Rose-Gilliam
(I) (Position 4)

Oscar Saenz
(Position 1)

Cheryl Anne
Buford (Position
4)

Sonya Jones
(Position 5)

Rolly DeMeza
(Position 5)

Allison Drew
(Position 5)

Angel Hicks
(Position 5)

Denetta Williams
(Position 5)

Saenz, Buford, and Jones
have the support of the
True Texas Project, and
Buford and Jones are
endorsed byMoms for
America. All three
attended a meeting for
“family values”
candidates that included
many of the extremists
running for school board
in the Houston suburbs.

Fredericksburg
ISD (3 open
seats, all
at-large)

Brian Lehne (I)
Taylor Ward
Keri Hensley

Dennis McCanless
Jake Whittington

McCanless is endorsed by
the local Moms for
Liberty chapter and has
the support of Tara
Petsch, one of the state’s

https://www.trenthill4emsisd.com/endorsements
https://mfaaction.com/endorsed-candidates-central/#texas
https://mfaaction.com/endorsed-candidates-central/#texas
https://www.facebook.com/craig.letulle/posts/pfbid02G3x9xjfHvNy5GWRyjLQu4ififv8wdjf7N1Zxy7mCThywNpJqdr5bsXAHTktj93Fbl


leading book banners.
Whittington said that
“CRT is being
implemented under the
radar, so it will take a
board, superintendent and
administration
scrutinizing the
curriculums that are being
brought in so that this
ideology will be
prevented from entering
our schools.”

Hurst-Euless-B
edford ISD

Miste
Anders-Clemons

Dan Mendoza
Andy Cargile (I)

Anders-Clemons has
made fighting racism and
championing equity a
centerpiece of her
campaign. Mendoza is
intriguing, too.

Joshua ISD Georgia Wright
Head
(Place 1)

Angela Tolliver
(Place 2)

Kelly Hammons
Ronnie Galbreath
(Place 1)

Nini Wilson
(Place 2)

Georgia Wright Head and
Angela Tolliver are
members of the extremist
group Families Engaged
in Effective Education.
Wright Head is an
administrator of the
group’s FB page, and has
a history of complaining
about LGBTQ books.

Kerrville ISD
(District 2)

Jack M. Stevens
(I)

Brandon Aery Aery has the endorsement
of both Moms for
Liberty’s Gillespie
County chapter and
Moms for America.

Lamar
Consolidated
ISD

Brian Moore
(Place 5)

Alex Hunt (I)
(Place 7)

Jacci Hotzel
(Place 4)

Jon Welch (I)
(Place 5)

Suzanne Box
(Place 7)

Craig LeTulle
(Place 4)

Hotzel, Welch, and Box
were all endorsed by the
True Texas Project, one of
the most extreme
anti-public-education
groups in Texas. All three
are also endorsed by
Moms for America.

Lovejoy ISD Mark Wheelis
(Position 4)

Amy Campbell
(Position 4)

There are no great choices
for a book lover in

https://fredericksburgteaparty.org/schoolboard-qa-042022/
https://www.counties.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/app/uploads/sites/23/2023/04/Candidate-Voters-Guide-Final.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/736144227627437/posts/791654908743035/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/736144227627437/posts/791654908743035/
https://www.facebook.com/MomsForLibertyGC/posts/pfbid02i8czd88kcDDFtBEwYUBSnjGHdq8Xw2rWrFTSgfYCgqsmJnTeEqC6jnxnc7BVscCgl


Lovejoy ISD’s
competitive Position 4
race. Both candidates
gave troubling answers on
books on this
Vote411/League of
Women Voters
questionnaire, but in this
candidate forum,
Campbell was the more
passionate of the two
about, in her words,
quickly making sure
“these books can all come
off the shelves.” (That
said, Wheelis was not
much better, saying, “The
last thing I want a school
district teaching my kids
is sex education. That
should not be in school.”)

Pasadena ISD Larry Savala
(Position 5)

Andy Garcia
(Position 6)

Kenny
Fernandez
(Position 5)

Marshall
Kendrick
(Position 6)

Vickie Morgan
(Position 7)

Jeff Snover
Irene Tamayo
(Position 7)

Fernandez, Kendrick, and
Morgan all have the
support of the True Texas
Project, one of the most
extreme
anti-public-education
groups in Texas.

NEXT UP:
November 2023 School Board Races

https://www.vote411.org/ballot
https://www.vote411.org/ballot
https://www.vote411.org/ballot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qRhH31hFnc

