
 
Happy almost summer!  
 
The first few weeks of freedom will be restful and lovely, and then we know you'll start to get 
bored and need some reading to keep your minds occupied. While we highly recommend 
reading some fun beach books, we're also (even more highly) recommending getting a jump on 
the reading with which we start the 11 Honors American Lit course. 
 
When you return to school, we will immediately begin composing your first essay on Colson 
Whitehead’s The Nickel Boys. Published in 2019, it is a compelling read based on the real-life 
Florida school named the Dozier School for Boys. You can learn more about the school here 
and the book here or here. You can buy copies (recommended) or borrow from the WPS or 
WHS Media Center. The ebook and audiobook are available in Sora. We have a few copies you 
may borrow, please stop by Room 318 or Room 302 to grab an extra copy. You are responsible 
for the care and return of any WHS-owned copy of the text. The expectation is for you to READ 
THIS OVER THE SUMMER.  
 
As supplemental readings, and to get some more potential context, we also read Te-Nihisi 
Coates’ Between the World and Me (we have some copies we can loan you - see Mr. Martin or 
Mr. Roets, and there is an HBO film version here) and James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time, 
also available as a pdf (focus on the first essay - “My Dungeon Shook- Letter to My Nephew on 
the 100th Anniversary of the Emancipation”).   We will be using these books right away - right 
after the Labor Day weekend. You will be writing about them within those first two weeks of 
school, engaging with this assignment.  Do yourself a huge favor and read these works 
BEFORE school starts. Don't do the assignment yet, but be aware of what it is asking you to do 
with these texts while you read them. 
 
It is going to be a busy year; you will read seventeen complete works by American authors 
(fiction, memoir, drama - here’s the list from last year), along with some supplemental reading, 
AND you will write 9-10 compositions, along with some shorter reflection pieces. Don’t let your 
mind go soft over the summer - prepare it!  
 
 
Enjoy your summer - Mr. Martin and Mr. Roets 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Nickel-Boys-Novel-Colson-Whitehead-ebook/dp/B07J489X7H/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SLCDGJP600WQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cPmjh3ta9Vg1A6_EcVGwdb53nV64khKkyfqwB4f-dFjYDb8IzgRfCOSBb1k68cG_QqyMY_npRaxxxExddIGRao9xRExjgZBOeVEqemJhEUhl4s6-tQdYLHrPO0QUja6F_lfoppAkXcHP0tDbdLK1V0UuVcunp6Ih1xEx_-jqZ8WIBroLJhVzc4EfAoie4AlKq_zuWjManRN6X-5Ggu09RSjwpe-JOmmOfQ0pMQ3JENc.eh3b3kBB2F_0m4KnF9Py3t9Ew5y_F37Br_mxaWIzVao&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+nickel+boys+by+colson+whitehead&qid=1716396861&s=books&sprefix=The+Nicke%3Bl+%2Cstripbooks%2C87&sr=1-1
https://www.npr.org/2012/10/15/162941770/floridas-dozier-school-for-boys-a-true-horror-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upRMoso0fw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LAMA3HsAUA&pp=ygUgY29sc29uIHdoaXRlaGVhZCB0aGUgbmlja2VsIGJveXM%3D
https://soraapp.com/library/wethersfieldct/search/query-Nickel%20Boys/titles?libraries=200165,310089,119
https://www.amazon.com/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0812993543
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/home
https://www.amazon.com/Fire-Next-Time-James-Baldwin/dp/067974472X
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100hmwe/files/2016/08/The-Fire-Next-Time.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYuMUy6iBzHDgoX-T-KdSaHh-oTnetqF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYuMUy6iBzHDgoX-T-KdSaHh-oTnetqF/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13nzen3r6GaRIAcxg1MVJp7d9CZgBPhzAuccD0-BRqlk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DgT7ZxA763MEoDjki8GYrBHcCI4MA8cgHf-yIQX4r28/edit?usp=sharing

