Friendship

Women’s Bible Study by Vera Likhonin
Using the New King James Version of the Bible and the Chinese New Version (Traditional) (CNVT)

ICE-BREAKER QUESTIONS:
Think of a close friend, how did you first become friends? What did you do to become friends?

SUMMARY: Today we will look at what the Bible says about friendship.

GENERAL DISCUSSION:
Briefly discuss the following questions, without going too deep.

Q: What kind of characteristics does a true friend have?
Q: How can we lose a friendship?
Q: What can be done to restore a relationship?

BIBLE STUDY:

1. Why are friendships important?

Proverbs 18:1
&EE 18:1

Ecclesiastes
4:9-12
BEP 4:9-12

A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise
judgment.

BERFEIER), REEBE CRIDRE; e — I XEE,

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they
fall, one will Llift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he
has no one to help him up. Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But
how can one be warm alone? Though one may be overpowered by another, two can
withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

ZABBR— A, BAthf—ERSRA RN, MR—ERE, H—ETU
AR RS, B— ATISBRE, 2B/ A ABRER, thmtEB T, &EF,
= AN[EIRE, ZRERREFD; — AIBHE, EREREFAIE? A ABEGRIME—A MEFZ
ABLIER M, ZIRERBIEF, 75 B,
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2. How can we make friends?

Proverbs 18:24 A man who has friends must himself be friendly, ...

RS 18:24 ARREHAN, BRBBILER, BAE—AK, LR RERE

Proverbs 22:11 He who loves purity of heart and has grace on his lips, the king will be his friend.
RE 22:11 EERALERS BLAREHN BEXEFMMAR.

Proverbs 19:6 ... every man is a friend to one who gives gifts.

RS 196 BEEMA, RS AKRMER, REEEN, AANSEMEARKR

3. List the characteristics of a true friend:

Proverbs 17:9 He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates
BE 179 friends.
EREANANBILH, BEAMEE; BEXIRERN A BFEY, BEFEHRZEMIAR,

Ephesians 432 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in
Christ forgave you.

Colossians Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,

3:12-13 humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so
you also must do.

Proverbs 27:9  Qintment and perfume delight the heart, And the sweetness of a man’s friend gives
delight by hearty counsel.

Proverbs 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

Proverbs Open rebuke is better than love carefully concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a
27:5-6 friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

Proverbs 27:9  Qintment and perfume delight the heart, And the sweetness of a man’s friend gives
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Proverbs 27:17

Proverbs
27:5-6

d.

Proverbs 16:28

Proverbs 11:13

Romans 12:15

1 Thessal. 5:11

Job 6:1,14

Proverbs 27:10

Galatians 6:2

Luke 6:31

g.

Proverbs 17:17

1John 4:7

Romans 12:10

John 15:12

delight by hearty counsel.
As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

Open rebuke is better than love carefully concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a
friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the best of friends.

A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.

Then Job answered and said: ... “To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown
by his friend, even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty. ..."

Do not forsake your friend and your father's friend, and do not go to your brother's
house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother
who is far away.

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God.

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference
to one another;

[Jesus said:] This is My commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
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you.

h.
Luke 6:30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not
ask them back.
Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and

running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it
will be measured back to you.

4. List the kind of friends that we should not have.

Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be

destroyed.
Proverbs Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go, lest you
22:24-25 learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.

Proverbs 12:26  The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads
them astray.

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful,;

5. What can we learn from the following verses about being friends with God?

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved.

Romans 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
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Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

John 15:14-15  [Jesus said:] You are My friends if you do whatever | command you. No longer do | call
you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have called
you friends, for all things that | heard from My Father | have made known to you.

James 2:23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.

Q: Is true friendship easy to find or rare? Why do you think that is?

End: Prayer

Proverbs 17:9 He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a
matter separates friends.

RE 179 EEANBILH, FRANEE; BEREEHNABEN, BMERENAR,

e Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
LIBBFR$ 4:32 EEMARE, FEEND, RILER, s MEEEESERTIRMMN—

o

e Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one
another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

DEAEP 3:12-13 FrLL, MRMEIRARE METHEGER, 2R ZEEMA, REFHR
BRI, B, RERFRMAM., 13 MMREFAHNAFRER, RERLES,
BRR TR TR, R th ERRAREER

> B.

e Proverbs 27:9 Ointment and perfume delight the heart, And the sweetness of a
man’s friend gives delight by hearty counsel.

RS 27:9 TMMEBHEANDSR, RRERABMEEABTHEM,
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Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of
his friend.
S 2717 $EE, BEEF RREMRYE, F& (FERXET) hE2F

Proverbs 27:5-6 Open rebuke is better than love carefully concealed. Faithful
are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

BRE 27:5-6 HEAMER, BHERTIE, 6 Z2IRIAMMENSEE IR EH; IRIRFEA
ANER{RIEERY),

> C.

Proverbs 16:28 A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the
best of friends.

RS 16:28 EBMIANRIBNF, WHFEIFAIBERE AR

Proverbs 11:13 A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit
conceals a matter.

RE 11:13 HERF I, BREWE, DERER, EREE,

> D.

Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
FZ5H 1215 ZEHEZMA—FSE, BREMA—RFRR

1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just
as you also are doing.

DaIE FEATH 5:11 AR LL, RMFERR L BT, EARERE, E (R —mATITH.

Job 6:1,14 Then Job answered and said: ... “To him who is afflicted, kindness
should be shown by his friend, even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

2’JﬂEIWLE 6:1,14 REMEEER ... 14 AREXBFHFEIOHAN, FHAthiEE T HE68
%E’]ﬁﬁmo

> E.

Proverbs 27:10 Do not forsake your friend and your father's friend, and do not
go to your brother's house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor who
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is near than a brother who is far away.
RE 27:10 {REORR RFMRRERAAR R, RERARIBESE  EIREB BB F, el
R BRIR . TEHHERIERE BB E A RIS,

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

HIARH 6:2 fRFF AMERERRIES, EEMAE TEBENEE,

Luke 6:31 And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.
BINfEE 6:31 MRS N ERMFMRM, RMMESERFA,

> F.

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
mBE 1717 REEED, RBABHEMAE,

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God.

Ag—F 4.7 FHEW, BMESEUEE, RAZEH @BERM, LE2EAM,
N 4, WEHFEH .

Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in
honor giving preference to one another;

Z5H12:10 ZLUFE 2 BHILLER, AIRHAOERERE.

John 15:12 [Jesus said:] This is My commandment, that you love one another
as | have loved you.

HEHEET 15112 (RMOAERLLEE, BREBMRMA—K SUISEMIGT,

> G.

Luke 6:30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away
your goods do not ask them back.
ERAN4EE 6:30 M{RKRAY, At B AZERMMNER, FTRABEEK,

Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the
same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.
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HINfEE 6:38 iGN, Ml BEHRMRMe, T EEZRA+EMF I, EIREE ERTR
Hu I ARFTRAE RAMRPREEA I EH6 AN, MpRAEE I EHIRM.”

4. List the kind of friends that we should not have?

e Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of

fools will be destroyed.
mE 13:20 EREEARTH, HSFEE HERAARW, LREE,

e Proverbs 22:24-25 Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious
man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.
RE 22:24-25 R BRAN, TEEM AR BERBEHAN, TEEMIAKTE, 25 &
FIRBEMAIITE,

e Proverbs 12:26 The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of
the wicked leads them astray.

RE 12:26 EANFECHPEAISIE; EAMER, AERIAER,

e Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
WE 111 FREHOA: TEBANGEE, TEARER, TLTHEMANRIELL
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5. What can we learn from the following verses about being friends with God?

e John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends.
HHIES 15:13 AERREG, ABMZZBLEBEERMT,

e John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

NHtEE 3:16-17 “ EiH A, EEIBMpELEFEGEMM, U—UEMmM, F=
BT, RIGKE, 17 Ba MEMARFRIEER FE2ETHANE MEEHEH
AFEEMEH,

e Romans 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by

His life.
FZ5% 5:10 HMENBAEHER, R BEfEZE MR FOSEEMER, BEREFT, 7
RERMAESKT !

e John 15:14-15 You are My friends if you do whatever | command you. No longer
do | call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but
| have called you friends, for all things that | heard from My Father | have made
known to you.

NIRRT 15:14-15 {RFIEITIRATMMHRMIRY, BL2HRARR T . 15 A BEIRM
HEN, BHEATETAFENS, RELBMRMARKRT, BAaRtHRRE
RRM—Y), BMELEHFIFMT,

e James 2:23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of

God.
MR 2:23 EEER TR LR “HRAIFEE # SREAMMNE, "ththikia
A AR

Q: From your personal experience, is it easy to have true friendships? or is it rare?
Why do you think that is the case?
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