Wall Street Journal y fabrica de
chocolate

La prestigiosa revista Wall Street Journal ha dedicado un destacado articulo en su
portada a una fabrica de chocolate en un pequefo pueblo catalan. Bajo el titulo "Una
Fabrica de Chocolate Abandonada Revela una Dulce Sorpresa”, este reconocido diario
economico estadounidense relata la transformacion de esta chocolatera con mas de
200 afios de historia en una moderna residencia. Situada en el casco antiguo de La
Bisbal d'Emporda, capital de la comarca del Baix Emporda en Girona, la fabrica ha
captado la atencion internacional gracias a esta publicacion.

La fabrica de chocolate, que ya no esta en funcionamiento, ha sido reconvertida con un
nuevo propdsito por Dirk Ruttens, un estadounidense apasionado por la arquitectura
industrial. La rehabilitacion de la fabrica fue llevada a cabo en colaboracion con el
estudio Anna & Eugeni Bach de Barcelona, junto con la arquitecta y disefiadora
Charline Boks, y dur6 casi cuatro afios.

La historia de adquisicion de la nave tiene sus giros. No fue amor a primera vista:
Ruttens, quien reside en Bélgica, siempre habia estado interesado en este tipo de
espacios y buscaba una opcioén para comprar y restaurar. Sin embargo, cuando encontro
la fabrica en La Bisbal d'Emporda, la descarté debido a su elevado precio, que superaba
los 600.000 euros. Fue solo cuando los propietarios redujeron la oferta a 330.000 euros


https://www.wsj.com/real-estate/luxury-homes/an-abandoned-chocolate-factory-holds-a-sweet-surprise-an-elegant-holiday-home-21fb811f

que decidi6 adquirirla.

En el articulo del Wall Street Journal se explica todo el proceso que ha experimentado la
antigua nave para convertirse en un acogedor espacio para reuniones con amigos y
familiares. "EIl nuevo propietario no queria que su casa en Catalufia fuera un tipico
apartamento o una finca rural tradicional", dice el articulo. Por lo tanto, contrat6 a un
equipo de arquitectos de Barcelona para llevar a cabo su rehabilitacion, invirtiendo
650.000 euros en la reforma. Conservando algunos espacios y elementos de la
construccion original, como las baldosas tipicas de la zona, la escalera principal, las
bovedas y las paredes de piedra, logrd transformar la fabrica en una original casa de
vacaciones.

"Queria una casa aqui porque me gusta la comida, la cultura y el clima de Cataluiia,
que no es tan caluroso como en otros lugares de Espafia", argument6 el propietario de la
casa, segun explico al Wall Street Journal.

Este clima mediterraneo universal ha permitido adaptar los espacios exteriores y darles
un nuevo uso. El corazén de la casa es su patio, donde se ha instalado una pequefia
piscina y han habilitado una pintoresca cocina-comedor en lugar de la antigua despensa.
En las paredes, el propietario ha optado por exhibir piezas originales de maquinaria de
la fabrica de chocolate, manteniendo la esencia del lugar. El recuerdo y la fidelidad a lo
que alli se vivid, asi como la conexion entre el exterior y los ambientes interiores, son
elementos que sin duda funcionan.

Con sus encantadoras caracteristicas y la atencion recibida por parte de la prestigiosa
revista Wall Street Journal, esta fascinante historia ha conquistado el corazon de
personas alrededor del mundo, resaltando la increible transformacion de una humilde
fabrica de chocolate en una acogedora y encantadora residencia.






Wall Street Journal and Chocolate
Factory



The prestigious Wall Street Journal has dedicated an outstanding article on its cover to a
chocolate factory in a small Catalan town. Under the title "An Abandoned Chocolate
Factory Holds a Sweet Surprise", the American economic daily newspaper shows the
transformation of this old factory, with more than 200 years of history, into a
modern house. Located in the old town of La Bisbal d'Emporda, capital of the Baix
Emporda region in Girona, the factory has attracted international attention thanks to this
publication.

This chocolate factory, which is no longer in operation, has been converted for a new
purpose by Dirk Ruttens, an American with a passion for industrial architecture. The
rehabilitation of the factory was carried out in collaboration with the Anna & Eugeni
Bach studio in Barcelona, together with the architect and designer Charline Boks,
and lasted almost four years.

The story of the acquisition of the ship has its twists and turns. It wasn't love at first
sight: Ruttens, who lives in Belgium, had always been interested in this type of space
and was looking for an option to buy and restore. However, when he found the factory
in La Bisbal d'Emporda, he discarded it due to its high price, which exceeded 600,000
euros. It was only when the owners reduced the offer to 330,000 euros that he decided
to acquire it.

The Wall Street Journal article explains the entire process that the old factory has
undergone to become a cozy space for meetings with friends and family. "The new
owner did not want his house in Catalonia to be a typical apartment or a traditional rural
finca," the article says. Therefore, he hired a team of architects from Barcelona to carry
out his rehabilitation, investing 650,000 euros in the reform. By preserving some
spaces and elements of the original construction, such as the typical tiles of the area, the
main staircase, the vaults and the stone walls, he managed to transform the factory into
an original holiday home.

"I wanted a house here because I like the food, the culture and the climate of
Catalonia, which is not as hot as in other places in Spain," the owner of the house
argued, as he explained to the Wall Street Journal.

This universal Mediterranean climate has made it possible to adapt the outdoor spaces
and give them a new use. The heart of the house is its patio, where a small swimming
pool and a picturesque kitchen-dining room have been installed instead of the old
pantry. On the walls, the owner has chosen to display original pieces of machinery from
the chocolate factory, maintaining the essence of the place. The memory and fidelity to
what was lived there, as well as the connection between the exterior and the interior
environments, are elements that undoubtedly work.

With its charming features and the attention received by the prestigious Wall Street
Journal magazine, this fascinating story has conquered the hearts of people around the
world, highlighting the incredible transformation of a humble chocolate factory into a
cozy and charming residence.
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Wall Street Journal u moxoaagnas
(padpuxa

[IpecTmwkHoe amepukanckoe m3nanue Wall Street Journal HeokuIaHHO TTOCBATHIIO
CTaThI0 CKPOMHOM MIOKOJIATHON (pabpuke B HEGOIBIIOM KATAJOHCKOM IrOpoaKe
Jla-buco6anb-a1'Imnypaa, Marepuan "3abpomieHHas mokosnaaHas Gadpuka
TPEMOAHOCUT CIAIKUN CIOPIIPH3 " pacCKa3bIBaeT O MPeBPAlleHMU CTAPHHHOIO 3aBOA
10 MPOU3BOJCTBY IOK0JIA/Ia B COBPEMEHHYI0 pe3uieHInI0. biaronapst myOnmukanm
u (¢abpuka, U cam Topoj, croiuia pernona bam-Omnypaa B XKupoHe, cTaau U3BECTHBI
BO BCEM MHpE.

dabpuka Iomaapio 55 M2, 1aBHO 3a0polieHHas, Obl1a nepeoOopyioBaHa A1l HOBOU
uenu J{upkoMm PyTTeHCcOM, aMepuKaHIEM, YBICUYEHHBIM HHAYCTPUAIBHOM CTUIIEM B
apxutektype. PexoncTpykius pabpuku Obuia IpOBEICHA B COTPYIHUUYECTBE C
6apcenonckoii ctyaueii Anna & Eugeni Bach Bmecte ¢ apxutekTopoM u
ausaiiHepom YapunH bokce 1 1inunack OYTH Y4ETHIPE roja.

HcTopus npuoOpetenus 3aBoauka cama o cede iodonbiTHA. Peub He uaert o 1o0BU ¢
MepBOro B3MIAAa: PyTTeHc, npoxkuBaromuii B benbruu, 10BOJBHO JOJITO UCKAI
UHAYCTpHUAIIbHOE TOMEIlIeHUe ISl HOKYIKH U pecTtaBpaunu. OIHAKO, KOTJIa eMy
npennoxuiau ¢padpuky B Jla-bucbane-n'Omnopaa, oH oTKa3ajics u3-3a BEICOKOH IICHBI,
kotopas npesimana 600 000 eBpo... M Toapko koraa BiaaAeabllbl CHU3UIN CTOUMOCTD
110 330 000 eBpo, pemuics Ha MOKYIIKY..

Cratps Wall Street Journal monpoGHO paccka3bIBaeT 0 MpoIiecce MpeBpalieHus 3aBojia B
YIOTHOE MECTO JUIsl BCTPEU C JAPY3bsIMU U ceMbeid. "HOBBII Brajener He XOTel, 4TO0bI
€ro KaTaJIOHCKHI JOM TMPEICTABIISIT COO0M TUITMYHYIO KBAPTUPY WM TPAIUIIHOHHYIO
3aropoHyI0 ycaap0y", - roBopuTcs B ctathe. [loatomy PyTTeHc Hans komanmy
apXHUTEKTOPOB M3 bapcenoHsl Ui mpoBeeH s pEKOHCTPYKIINH, BJIOKHB B peMOHT 650
000 eBpo. CoxpaHHUB OCHOBHBIE AJIEMEHThI OPUTHHAJIBHON KOHCTPYKIIUH, TAKHE KaK
TpaaUIIMOHHAS TUTMTKA, ITIaBHAsI JIECTHUIIA, CBOJIBI M KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, UM YIAJIOCh
MpeBPaTUTh PabpUKy B HEOOBIYHYIO PE3UCHIIMIO.

"$] xoTen mocTpouTh oM B KaranoHuu, mOTOMy YTO MHE HPABUTCSI MeCTHAasI e/1a,
KYJbTYpPa M KJIMMAT, HE TaKOH apKuil, Kak B Ipyrux pernonax Mcnanuu", - mutupyer
Branenbia qoma Wall Street Journal.

DTOT yHUBEPCAIBHBIA CPEIM3EMHOMOPCKHIA KJIMMAT ITO3BOJIMII AU3aiiHEpaM
aJalTUPOBATh OTKPBITHIE MPOCTPAHCTBA U NT0-HOBOMY UCIOJIb30BaTh ux. “Cepauem”
JI0OMa SIBJISIETCS] BHYTPEHHMM JIBOPUK, i€ Ha MecTe ObIBLIETO ckiiaja Oblia 000pyaoBaHa
OpUTHHAJIbHAS KyXHS-CTOJIOBas, a TAK)XXe yCTaHOBJIEH HeOombIIoN O6acceliH. Ha crenax
BJTaJIeIIeI] eIV Pa3BECUTh CTApUHHYIO (haOpUUHYIO YTBAPh, KaK JJaHb TPATUIHHA. JTa
CBSI3b M@Ky CTapbIM U HOBBIM, BUIUMO, U CTaJla TeM KJIFOYEBBIM AJIEMEHTOM AM3aiiHa,
KOTOPBIN CTOJb HEOXKUIAHHO TIOKOPHIT MEXKTyHAPOIHYIO ITyOIInKY.
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