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### Week 2: Theoretical Perspectives 
in Psychology 
 
#### Learning Objectives: 
- Explore major theoretical perspectives in psychology. 
- Understand how each perspective explains human behavior and mental processes. 
- Critically analyze the strengths and limitations of each theoretical approach. 

 
#### Lecture 1: Psychodynamic Perspective 
 
**Overview:** 
The psychodynamic perspective, pioneered by Sigmund Freud, posits that unconscious 
drives and conflicts influence behavior and mental processes. This perspective emphasizes 
the role of early childhood experiences, unconscious desires, and the structure of the mind 
in shaping personality and psychological disorders. 
 
**Key Concepts:** 
 
**1. Structure of the Mind:** 
Freud proposed a tripartite model of the mind comprising the id, ego, and superego. The id 
operates on the pleasure principle, seeking immediate gratification of primal urges. The ego, 
governed by the reality principle, mediates between the id's demands and external reality. 
The superego represents internalized societal and parental values, enforcing moral 
standards. 
 
**2. Defense Mechanisms:** 
To cope with anxiety and conflict, individuals employ defense mechanisms such as 
repression, denial, and projection. These unconscious processes protect the ego from 
distressing thoughts and impulses, shaping behavior and personality. 
 
**3. Psychosexual Development:** 
Freud proposed that personality develops through psychosexual stages (oral, anal, phallic, 
latency, genital), each characterized by a focus on different erogenous zones and conflicts. 
Unresolved conflicts during these stages can lead to fixation and psychological issues in 
adulthood. 
 
**Readings:** 
- Read Chapter 4 from "Introduction to Psychology: Theories and Perspectives" textbook 
(provided). 



- Article: "Critique of the Psychodynamic Perspective" (PDF attached). 
 
**Activities:** 
- Case Study Analysis: Apply psychodynamic concepts to analyze a case study of a 
psychological disorder. 
- Discussion Forum: Debate the relevance of Freud's theories in contemporary psychology. 
 

#### Lecture 2: Behavioral Perspective 
 
**Overview:** 
The behavioral perspective emphasizes observable behaviors as the primary focus of study, 
rejecting the emphasis on internal mental states proposed by psychodynamic theorists. This 
perspective asserts that behavior is shaped by environmental factors through processes 
such as conditioning and reinforcement. 
 
**Key Concepts:** 
 
**1. Classical Conditioning:** 
Pioneered by Ivan Pavlov, classical conditioning involves learning associations between 
stimuli and responses through repeated pairings. This process influences involuntary 
behaviors and emotional responses. 
 
**2. Operant Conditioning:** 
Developed by B.F. Skinner, operant conditioning focuses on how voluntary behaviors are 
influenced by their consequences. Behaviors that are reinforced (rewarded) are more likely 
to be repeated, whereas those that are punished or unrewarded diminish in frequency. 
 
**3. Behavior Modification:** 
Behavioral techniques, such as systematic desensitization and token economies, are used 
to modify behaviors and treat psychological disorders. These methods emphasize 
observable, measurable changes in behavior. 
 
**Readings:** 
- Read Chapter 5 from "Behaviorism in Psychology" textbook (provided). 
- Article: "Applications of Behaviorism in Education" (PDF attached). 
 
**Activities:** 
- Experiment Design: Design an experiment to demonstrate either classical or operant 
conditioning principles. 
- Debate: Discuss the ethical implications of behavior modification techniques in 
psychological practice. 
 

#### Lecture 3: Cognitive Perspective 
 
**Overview:** 



The cognitive perspective explores mental processes such as perception, memory, thinking, 
problem-solving, and language use. This approach views humans as active processors of 
information, emphasizing the role of cognition in shaping behavior and understanding the 
mind. 
 
**Key Concepts:** 
 
**1. Information Processing:** 
Cognitive psychologists use computer metaphors to describe the mind as an 
information-processing system. They study how information is encoded, stored, retrieved, 
and used to make decisions and solve problems. 
 
**2. Cognitive Development:** 
Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development proposes that children progress through 
distinct stages of cognitive growth (sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, 
formal operational), each characterized by qualitatively different ways of thinking and 
understanding the world. 
 
**3. Cognitive Neuroscience:** 
Advances in neuroscience have enabled researchers to explore the biological basis of 
cognitive processes, using techniques such as brain imaging (fMRI, EEG) to study 
brain-behavior relationships. 
 
**Readings:** 
- Read Chapter 6 from "Cognitive Psychology: Key Concepts" textbook (provided). 
- Article: "Applications of Cognitive Psychology in Therapy" (PDF attached). 
 
**Activities:** 
- Critical Analysis: Compare and contrast cognitive and behavioral approaches to 
understanding learning and behavior change. 
- Case Study: Apply cognitive theories to analyze a case of decision-making or 
problem-solving. 
 

#### Conclusion: 
 
In Week 2, we have explored three major theoretical perspectives in psychology: 
psychodynamic, behavioral, and cognitive. Each perspective offers unique insights into 
human behavior and mental processes, highlighting different explanatory frameworks and 
methodologies. As you continue your study of psychology, consider how these perspectives 
complement each other and contribute to a comprehensive understanding of human nature. 
 
 
 
 
 



Lecture 4: Humanistic Perspective 
Overview: The humanistic perspective emerged as a reaction against the deterministic 
views of psychoanalysis and behaviorism, focusing on the inherent goodness and potential 
for growth in individuals. Humanistic psychologists emphasize subjective experiences, free 
will, and the importance of personal choice in shaping behavior and achieving 
self-actualization. 

Key Concepts: 

1. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs: Abraham Maslow proposed a hierarchical model of 
human needs, suggesting that individuals strive to fulfill basic physiological needs (e.g., 
food, water) before progressing to higher-level needs such as safety, belongingness, 
esteem, and self-actualization. Self-actualization represents the realization of one's full 
potential and the pursuit of personal growth and fulfillment. 

2. Rogers' Person-Centered Therapy: Carl Rogers developed person-centered therapy, 
emphasizing unconditional positive regard, empathy, and genuineness in therapeutic 
relationships. Rogers believed that individuals possess the capacity for self-understanding 
and growth, and therapy should facilitate this process by providing a supportive and 
non-judgmental environment. 

3. Existential Psychology: Existential psychologists, such as Viktor Frankl and Rollo May, 
explore the significance of existential themes such as meaning, freedom, responsibility, and 
mortality in shaping human experiences. Existential therapy encourages individuals to 
confront existential dilemmas and make authentic choices that align with their values and 
aspirations. 

Readings: 

●​ Read Chapter 7 from "Humanistic Psychology: Theories and Applications" textbook 
(provided). 

●​ Article: "Applications of Humanistic Psychology in Education" (PDF attached). 

Activities: 

●​ Role Play: Engage in a role play activity demonstrating Rogerian principles of 
empathy and unconditional positive regard. 

●​ Debate: Discuss the compatibility of humanistic principles with evidence-based 
practices in psychotherapy. 

Lecture 5: Evolutionary Perspective 
Overview: The evolutionary perspective applies principles of natural selection and 
adaptation to understand human behavior and mental processes. This perspective posits 
that behaviors and psychological traits that enhance survival and reproductive success are 
more likely to be passed on to future generations. 



Key Concepts: 

1. Evolutionary Adaptation: Evolutionary psychologists study how behaviors such as 
aggression, cooperation, mate selection, and parental investment have evolved to increase 
the likelihood of survival and reproduction. These behaviors are shaped by adaptive 
challenges faced by our ancestors in their environments. 

2. Evolutionary Psychology and Human Cognition: Evolutionary psychologists examine 
cognitive processes, such as decision-making, memory, and social cognition, through the 
lens of adaptation. For example, theories of social exchange and reciprocal altruism suggest 
that cooperation and reciprocity are advantageous strategies for maximizing fitness in social 
groups. 

3. Critiques and Controversies: Critics of evolutionary psychology argue that it 
oversimplifies complex human behaviors and ignores the role of culture, individual 
differences, and social factors in shaping behavior. Others contend that evolutionary 
psychology provides valuable insights into universal aspects of human nature while 
acknowledging the importance of environmental influences. 

Readings: 

●​ Read Chapter 8 from "Evolutionary Psychology: Exploring Human Behavior" textbook 
(provided). 

●​ Article: "Critiques of Evolutionary Explanations in Psychology" (PDF attached). 

Activities: 

●​ Essay Assignment: Write an essay discussing evolutionary explanations for a specific 
behavior or psychological trait. 

●​ Group Presentation: Prepare a presentation on the application of evolutionary 
psychology to contemporary issues in human behavior (e.g., parenting, aggression). 

Lecture 6: Sociocultural Perspective 
Overview: The sociocultural perspective examines how cultural and social factors influence 
behavior, cognition, and identity formation. This perspective emphasizes the dynamic 
interaction between individuals and their cultural context, shaping beliefs, values, norms, and 
social practices. 

Key Concepts: 

1. Cultural Influence on Behavior: Sociocultural psychologists study how cultural norms, 
values, and socialization practices influence behavior and psychological processes. Cultural 
psychologists emphasize the diversity of human experiences and the importance of cultural 
context in shaping individual identity and behavior. 

2. Social Identity Theory: Social identity theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, 
explores how individuals' self-concepts and behaviors are shaped by their membership in 



social groups (e.g., ethnicity, gender, religion). Group identities influence perceptions, 
attitudes, and behavior in social contexts. 

3. Cross-Cultural Psychology: Cross-cultural psychologists compare psychological 
processes across different cultures to identify universal principles and cultural variations in 
behavior. They examine cultural dimensions such as individualism-collectivism, power 
distance, and uncertainty avoidance to understand cultural differences in cognition and 
social behavior. 

Readings: 

●​ Read Chapter 9 from "Sociocultural Psychology: Perspectives and Applications" 
textbook (provided). 

●​ Article: "Applications of Sociocultural Psychology in Global Contexts" (PDF attached). 

Activities: 

●​ Cross-Cultural Analysis: Analyze a case study or research study comparing 
psychological phenomena across different cultural contexts. 

●​ Debate: Discuss the impact of globalization on cultural identity and psychological 
well-being. 

Conclusion: 
In Week 2, we have explored four major theoretical perspectives in psychology: 
psychodynamic, behavioral, cognitive, and humanistic, as well as evolutionary and 
sociocultural perspectives. Each perspective offers distinct frameworks for understanding 
human behavior and mental processes, highlighting the diversity and complexity of 
psychological phenomena. As you continue your study of psychology, consider how these 
perspectives intersect and contribute to a comprehensive understanding of human nature in 
various contexts. 

 
 
--- 

 
### Assignment: 
 
**Instructions:** 
1. Choose one theoretical perspective discussed in Week 2 (psychodynamic, behavioral, or 
cognitive) and critically analyze its strengths and limitations in explaining human behavior 
and mental processes. Provide specific examples and empirical evidence to support your 
analysis. 
 
2. Design a research study that applies principles from the chosen theoretical perspective. 
Outline your research question, hypotheses, methods (e.g., experimental design, data 
collection procedures), and expected outcomes. 



 
3. Write a 1500-word essay comparing and contrasting two theoretical perspectives from 
Week 2 (psychodynamic, behavioral, or cognitive). Discuss how each perspective 
approaches the study of human behavior differently and evaluate their contributions to 
psychology as a scientific discipline. 
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