
Quotes from Chinese Philosophers  
 
Review the quotes from ancient Chinese philosophers. To completely answer the questions, you will 
have to research the meaning of some of the words in the quotes. Use the graphic organizer to  

●​ identify the meaning of each quote 
●​ explain how each quote is consistent with the beliefs of one of the ancient Chinese philosophies 
●​ explain how the beliefs expressed in each quote affect the beliefs of people in the world today 

 
Your responses should be written in complete sentences. 

 
"Choose a job you love, and you 
will never have to work a day in 
your life." –Confucius 
 

"Being deeply loved by 
someone gives you strength, 
while loving someone deeply 
gives you courage." –Laozi 
 

"The object of rewards is to 
encourage; that of punishments, 
to prevent. If rewards are high, 
then what the ruler wants will be 
quickly effected; if punishments 
are heavy, what he does not want 
will be swiftly prevented." –Han 
Fei Tzu 

                                                                                                                                 
 
Rewrite each quote into your own words to explain its meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

How does this quote reflect the 
beliefs of Confucianism? 

How does this quote reflect 
the beliefs of Daoism? 

How does this quote reflect the 
beliefs of Legalism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

How might each quote affect people’s beliefs today? 
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