
Dear Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin,

Governor Tony Evers has proposed 12 weeks of paid family and medical leave as a part of the
2023-2025 biennial state budget.

We, the UW-Madison workers’ labor unions, are writing this letter to urge you to commit
to including 12 weeks of paid family and medical leave for faculty, graduate students, and
university staff in the UWMadison budget for next year, regardless of whether this
provision in Governor Evers’ budget is included in the final version of the budget.

Currently, Teaching Assistants (TAs), Project Assistants (PAs) and Research Assistants (RAs) do
not have the right to paid or unpaid leave under the Federal Family Leave and Medical Act
(FMLA) or the State Wisconsin Family Leave and Medical Act (WFMLA).1Graduate students
are allowed up to 6 days of paid sick leave, but must take leave without pay for the remaining
duration of an appointment after the birth of a child. Most graduate students cannot afford such a
leave and return to work almost immediately, because if they did take an unpaid leave, they
would lose their tuition remission, their stipend, and their health insurance.

As of right now, grad student workers who need more than 6 days off due to the birth of a child
are at the mercy of their professors or advisors. Graduate students who need additional time off
due to the birth of a child typically ask colleagues to cover their work (teaching, on their project
or in the lab). These graduate student colleagues who cover the work of a grad parent are not
compensated by the university for the overtime work they are providing. Graduate student
parents deserve to be able to take time off without worrying about whether their benefits,
stipend, or tuition remission will be affected.

Similarly, there is no consistent paid family leave policy for faculty, academic staff, and
university staff. As faculty senate resolution 3078 and academic staff resolution 809 note, the
lack of a consistent policy exacerbates existing economic inequalities. The Family Leave Report
and Recommendations generated by the Working Group on Paid Family Leave further notes that
the majority of our peer institutions in the Association of American Universities Data Exchange
have already implemented paid family leave policies.

We strongly urge you to amend university policy to include 12 weeks of paid family and
medical leave for all graduate students, faculty, academic staff, and university staff.

Sincerely,

1 Teaching Assistants, Project Assistants and Research Assistants work 33.3%-50% positions (13.3-20 hours/week), in addition to being full-time
students. Thus, because graduate student workers do not work 1,000 hours during a 52 consecutive-week employment with the University
(required for WFMLA), or 1,250 hours during 12 non-consecutive months of employment with the University (required for FMLA), they do not
have the rights given by these Acts.

https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/evers-promotes-wisconsin-paid-leave-proposal-downplays-republican-criticisms/
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/evers-promotes-wisconsin-paid-leave-proposal-downplays-republican-criticisms/
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group222/shared/2023-03-06FacultySenate/3078PaidFamilyLeaveResolution.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/126716/809-ResolutionUrgingImplementationofPaidFamilyLeaveBenefitsforUW-MadisonEmployees.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/124563/FamilyLeaveWorkGroup_ReportRecommendations_20220615.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/124563/FamilyLeaveWorkGroup_ReportRecommendations_20220615.pdf


Your campus unions:

TAA (Teaching Assistant’s Association), AFT Local 3220
Wisconsin University Union (WUU) Executive Committee
UFAS (United Faculty & Academic Staff), AFT Local 223
AFSCME Local 2412
University Labor Council

Individual Signatures:

Joel Ballivian
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Luis Vazquez
Miranda Alksnis
Spencer Windorski
Christopher Endemann
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Julio de Alencastro Graca Mereb
Logan Breitzmann
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Ayesha Khan
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amadi ozier
Garrett Fullerton
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Lora Schmo-Daan
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Gabriela Munoz Sanchez
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Dominic Chomchai
Auld Kinder
Kaleb S
Gregg Sanford
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Abhijnya Menakur
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Shreya Singh
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Rocio Espresati
Bryan Pfeifer
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Emma Svenson
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Summer Al Hamdari
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Aisha Mohamed
Magna Mohapatra
Summer Al Hamdani
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Ella Smith
Parthy Schachter
Paulina Wüstefeld
Aidan Dickinson



Curtis Feldner
Samuel Benda
Linda Orie
Drew Amelia Thibodeaux
Alder Marsha Rummel
Sarah Finnegan
Allison Erena
Morgan giese
Ben Jacobsen
Diane Farsetta
Kenneth Arnold
Madeline Soiney
Julia Lalor
Rachel Czerwinski
Nola Pastor
Cynthia Feng
Pierce Nienhaus
Mallory VanMeeter
Pablo Pastore
Devon Brock-Montgomery
Mateo Morales
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Hilary Hunt
Alex Mine
Brent Mode
Leah Entenmann
Chad Alan Goldberg
Gabriel Kahan
Luciana Heineman
Chloe Kepler
Carsten Haas
Stephen Ferrigno
Katie Tyranski
Obie Oniah
Trang Hoang
Leslie Bow
Chutikarn Chitboonthavisuk
Carlos Recarte
Zachary Jerzyk



John Clark
Jeffrey Richter
Joseph Bowling
Robert Sorrell Bynum
Garrett Merz
Declan Kelly
Emily Eix
William Sun
Benjamin W. Fisher
John Chlystek
Barb Peters
Casey Ford
Michael Childers
Spencer Suhing
Julio Mereb
Madeline Smerchansky
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Lauren Peterson
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Dieyckson Osvani Freire
Y. Ivette Colón
Emily Schkeryantz
Ummay Mahfuza Shapla
Yogesh Chawla
Marienela Heredia
Adria Kriehn
Ashley Berghoff
Zoé Evelyn
Nikki Albosta
Cody Dobson
Robin Chisholm
Owen Sullivan
Ryan McLane
Liz Anna Kozik
Kevin Meagher
Pete Schwieger
Patrick Smith
Crista Lebens
Bengisu Cagiltay
Dana Maltby



Laura Bettenhausen
Molly C. Mulcahy PhD RD
Curtis O'Dwyer
Haley Kottler
Daniel Pearce
Cameron Towne
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Francesca Bua
Christina Jurotich
Aidan Howells
Ellen Albright
Guy Kunzmann
Katie Deaven
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Anthony Hua
Melissa Reusche
Alice Ogden-Nussbaum
Kristy Wendt
Qilin Li
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Justin Marquez
Warrick Moses
Caitlin Warlick-Short
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Sophia Nowak
Jassim Al-Oboudi
Leela Shah
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James Santulli
Theodore Pena
Marie A. Keith
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Cynthia Waldeck
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Katherine Charek Briggs
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Anjo Brekalo
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Anupreksha Jain
Jessica Stovall
Courtney Berner
Colin Hemme
Roxy Etta
Miranda Rintool
Simon Harty
Rachel Banda
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Gwen Liston
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Ashley Hintermeyer
Aniket Rege
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Sophie Mancha
Seth Weld
Robert Ladwig
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Michael Nelson
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David Newby
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Jiangyi Liu
Rachel Delmar
Sunny Chen
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Giulia Schimmenti
Maureen McCormack
Zachary Curtis-Ginsberg
Lance Li
Giuliana Chamedes
Judy Bukowski
Jennifer Breitzmann
Estelle Higgins
Cruz Romero Morales
Maya Banks
Flynn Dustrad



Caleb Baird
Maureen Pauly-Hubbard
Justin Miller
John Crandall
Kevin Dao
Christen Seyl
Jennifer S Tran
Margaret Earley
Jacob Wood
Margaret Riordan
Anna Tommasi
Hannah Paley
Susan Flores
Angad Dhariwal
Jean-Michel Ane
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Stephanie Ortland
Srinath Subramanian
Amanda Coviello
Melanie Bartholf
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Rebecca Schmidt
Di "Silas" Kuang
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Nicole West
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Katie Ryan
Michael Y Bennett
Phoebe Leung
Robert Christl
Daniel Zdowu
Amy Enright
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Natalie Suri
Hannah Koller
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Sadie Larson



Hayley Johnson
Molly Nelson
Helaina Von Bank
Adena Rissman
Haoran Xiong
Lauri Luosta
Kaycee Rigersy
Case Morton-Lill
Emily M. Reynolds
Brendan Sullivan
Lara Gerassi
Yuxin Wei
Paulo Fernandes
Al Michels
Elizabeth White
Morgan Adams
Uju Joy Okaa
Seth Anderson
Eric Haag
Iris Ohara
Stephanie Van Pay
Nolan Anderson
Nicole Spear
Martin Diger
Burcu Alptekin
Isaac Schwarz
Teddy Peña
Richard Antaramian (BA '05), Associate Professor of History at USC
Rebecca Sawyer
Jenny Braunginn
Mary Hannah Swaney
Madeline Topf
Markia Silverman-Rodriguez
Andrew Cavell
Danica Gressel
Albert Fie
Man Chen
Rachel Kocik
Jason Lee
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Alexander Peseckis
Arnav Sinha
Lindsey Middleton
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Julia Mordarski
Alexander Matthew Gillis
Ruth Thomas
Yuhao Zhang
India Viola
Lauren Lucas
Aubrey Houser
Aidan Riehl
Jeremiah Cahill
Fiona Weeks
keegan mccluskey
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Allison Bender
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Rachel Hanger
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John Levine
Bobby Liu
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Michael O'Connor
Isaac Ruben
Jyotsna Dhar
Rachel Fenske
Sara Gia Trongone
Emily Adler
Tahoe Fiala
Ravi Yada
Benjamin Hall
Courtney Clark
Hunter Blalock
Afag Rizayeva
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Patrick Nolan
Madeleine LaFollette Culpepper
Jason Bates



Darby Peter
Emily Mixon
Michelle Fisher
Valentina Castano
Quinn Henneger
Elizabeth Emch
Flynn Dustrud
Barbara Smith
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Joseph Lynch
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Shiqi Shen
Adithya Pugazhendhi
Tammi Kral
Dirk Schmidt
Taylor McDowell
Salsabil Arabi
Gustavo Flores
Mary Traudt
Charles Norton
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Emma Brann
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Shaniya Kay
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Geoff Cureton
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Martha Coughlin
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Ashley Ezpeleta
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Kristine Omen-Kaul
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Jenny Seifert
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Rodlyn-mae Banting



Megan Young
Becky Schachter
Ryan Moriarty
Amanda Yang
Emily Hall
Gabriel Wilkins
JT Cestkowski
Allison Byars
Elise Chavez
Alexandria Bonat
Elise Kerns
McKay Jones
Amy Wiberley-Bradford
Blaise Thompson
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Kristin Armstrong
Jesse Osborn
Al'x Pierre
Pragya Mittal
Callie Rosenberg
Hana Schwonek
Janaina Saad
Casey Wong
Samuel Saghafi
Adrian Calderon
Rauf Salamzade
Nathan Schilling
Hannah Miller
Ivan Aidun
Deborah Chasman
Clairine Larsen
Carl Wepking
Isabella Muscettola
Jo Spellman
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Rachel Pomazal
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Lemuel Anderson
Leo Randle
Angela Ablaberdieva



Derek Weisberg
Hazel Woodward
Caitlin Dutta
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Azka Ahmed
Julia Greenberg
dorothy lsoto
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Gavin Redding
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Amy Liu
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Raquel Kennon
Sam Baumohl
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Stephen McKay
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Ryan Hellenbrand
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Chelsea Andrews
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Gregory Geboski
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Siyuan Hu
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Jacob Janssen
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Emma Schaefer
Tiffany Thayer
Grace Cassidy



Alison Mikulyuk


