Dear Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin,

Governor Tony Evers has proposed 12 weeks of paid family and medical leave as a part of the
2023-2025 biennial state budget.

We, the UW-Madison workers’ labor unions, are writing this letter to urge you to commit
to including 12 weeks of paid family and medical leave for faculty, graduate students, and
university staff in the UW Madison budget for next year, regardless of whether this
provision in Governor Evers’ budget is included in the final version of the budget.

Currently, Teaching Assistants (TAs), Project Assistants (PAs) and Research Assistants (RAs) do
not have the right to paid or unpaid leave under the Federal Family Leave and Medical Act
(FMLA) or the State Wisconsin Family Leave and Medical Act (WFMLA).! Graduate students
are allowed up to 6 days of paid sick leave, but must take leave without pay for the remaining
duration of an appointment after the birth of a child. Most graduate students cannot afford such a
leave and return to work almost immediately, because if they did take an unpaid leave, they
would lose their tuition remission, their stipend, and their health insurance.

As of right now, grad student workers who need more than 6 days off due to the birth of a child
are at the mercy of their professors or advisors. Graduate students who need additional time off
due to the birth of a child typically ask colleagues to cover their work (teaching, on their project
or in the lab). These graduate student colleagues who cover the work of a grad parent are not
compensated by the university for the overtime work they are providing. Graduate student
parents deserve to be able to take time off without worrying about whether their benefits,
stipend, or tuition remission will be affected.

Similarly, there is no consistent paid family leave policy for faculty, academic staff, and
university staff. As faculty senate resolution 3078 and academic staff resolution 809 note, the
lack of a consistent policy exacerbates existing economic inequalities. The Family Leave Report
and Recommendations generated by the Working Group on Paid Family Leave further notes that
the majority of our peer institutions in the Association of American Universities Data Exchange
have already implemented paid family leave policies.

We strongly urge you to amend university policy to include 12 weeks of paid family and
medical leave for all graduate students, faculty, academic staff, and university staff.

Sincerely,

! Teaching Assistants, Project Assistants and Research Assistants work 33.3%-50% positions (13.3-20 hours/week), in addition to being full-time
students. Thus, because graduate student workers do not work 1,000 hours during a 52 consecutive-week employment with the University
(required for WFMLA), or 1,250 hours during 12 non-consecutive months of employment with the University (required for FMLA), they do not
have the rights given by these Acts.


https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/evers-promotes-wisconsin-paid-leave-proposal-downplays-republican-criticisms/
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/evers-promotes-wisconsin-paid-leave-proposal-downplays-republican-criticisms/
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group222/shared/2023-03-06FacultySenate/3078PaidFamilyLeaveResolution.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/126716/809-ResolutionUrgingImplementationofPaidFamilyLeaveBenefitsforUW-MadisonEmployees.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/124563/FamilyLeaveWorkGroup_ReportRecommendations_20220615.pdf
https://kb.wisc.edu/images/group171/124563/FamilyLeaveWorkGroup_ReportRecommendations_20220615.pdf
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