Logging into Stata on the ViDaL 2 Linux Server: A Quick Startup Guide
(created by Todd Leroux)

To log into to VIDAL 2 go to:
https://portal.vidal.tamu.edu/

You have to request a Desktop from here. When you click on VIDAL Desktop, you'll see
this:

Home / My Interactive Sessions / VIDAL Desktop

Interactive Apps VIDAL DESktOp
This app will launch an interactive desktop on one compute nodes. You will have full
) VIDAL Desktop access to the resources these nodes provide. This is analogous to an interactive batch
job.
Node type
CPU only v

* select a GPU node type only if your software supports the GPU
Number of hours (max 672)

24
Number of cores (max 16)

8
Total GB memory (max 1024)

64

Email

email address must be provided if you want to receive an email when the session starts.

I would like to receive an email when the session starts

* The VIDAL Desktop session data for this session can be accessed under the data

root directory.

Just click “Launch”. It might take a couple of seconds, but soon enough a session will
be created for you. It first tells you to wait, and then something like this will appear:
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https://portal.vidal.tamu.edu/

Session was successfully created. x

Home / My Interactive Sessions

[FETERELE VIDAL Desktop (152) [ 1 node J| | Running

Desktops

3 VIDAL Desktop Host: m

Created at: 2025-02-04 11:21:49 CST

Time Remaining: 23 hours and 59 minutes

Session ID: b04374f4-777e-4c51-a7af-5893e5cda%61

Compression Image Quality
® [ ]
0 (low) to 9 (high) 0 (low) to 9 (high)

[ View Only (Share-able Link)

Click here on “Launch VIDAL Desktop”. You are now in the Linux system.

Up to this point, the assumption is that you have successfully launched a Linux node.
You should see a desktop environment such as below.

spplications = [>.| Terminal - h

File System

Launch the terminal by selecting the second-to-the-left bottom icon which resembles a
black terminal with a >_.
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Once launched, you should see the following.

H Terminal - hpals@vcol:~ A - OX

File Edit View Terminal Tabs Help

[hpals@vcOl ~15 |

This is your LINUX command line.
DO NOT SKIP THIS FOLLOWING PART OF CREATING A SHORTCUT

The first thing | would like you to do here is to create a shortcut to the project folder (or a
shortcut to your sub-project folder under the main project folder). For that you need to
type the following to the command line (i.e., type in this black window):

In —s /vidal/pathway

(if you used Linux before and created a shortcut to the project folder, you have to first

delete it — click on the HOME folder on Desktop, if you see the project shortcut broken
link there, delete it. Then try creating the shortcut again)

(the first character in this command is lowercase | and not uppercase i)

After typing it, hit “Enter”.

Now you’ve created a shortcut to the entire project directory. The name of the shortcut
is the name of the project folder.

If you open the HOME folder on desktop now (see below), you'll see the shortcut.
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Applications - [l hpals - Thunar

Click here

hpals - Thunar A - O X

File Edit View Go Bookmarks Help
< PN Q [ pvidal/home/hpals/ Q

Places

'g‘ Computer

= Desktop  Documents Downloads KLAMS Music
| | Desktop
Nl'.;b Recent
m Trash
e ondemand Pictures Public Templates Videos

File System
05

Network
‘ Browse Network

10 folders | Free space: 2.6 PiB

Above is what you’ll see. The project folder is the shortcut to the project area. KLAMS is
the shortcut to a project made in this example. You should be able to see your project
folder in there. It opens like any other folder in Windows.
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How to open Stata

To open Stata click on “Applications” in the upper left corner:

Applications = | rminal

In the drop-down menu, you'll see “Science”. Stata is under that. Just click on Stata and
it will open for you.

You should see the GUI launch as it appears as it would in Windows.

C % go.vidal.tamu.edu:84: 7 ™ Y% @ £ | = & Relauncht

¥ Applications : @ Stata/SE 16.1 Sat 12 Oct, Todd Carl Leroux|

Trash

Stata/SE 16.1 A - O0OX

File Edit Data Graphics Statistics User Window Help

‘H&- B Elmlim
History Q| Results Q.| Variables ®|Q
= o ° =
#  Command rc _——_—— — — " # Name Label
File System — 7 V] / 4
/I / /__/ 16.1 Copyright 1985-2019 StataCorp LLC
Statistics/Data analysis StataCorp
4905 Lakeway Drive
Special Edition College Station, Texas 77845 USA
800-STATA-PC https://wew.stata.com
979-696-4600 stata@stata.com
979-696-4601 (fax)
Stata license: 5-user network perpetual

Serial number: 501606259631
Licensed to: Texas A&M Universiry
College Station, TX

Notes:

1. Unicode is supported; see help unicode advice.

2. Maximum number of variables is set to 5,000; see help set_maxvar. Properties

¥ variables

Name

Type
Format
Value label

Notes
¥ Data
Frame.

lgpfs/homeftoddleroux
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WORKING IN STATA

When you are working in Stata and you need to minimize a window, you can use the __
icon on the upper right corner of your window. It will put the minimized window on the
upper line of your LINUX environment.

How to open your syntax in Stata?

When your Stata is open, click on “Window” in the upper menu of Stata.
From there, select “Do-file Editor” and then “New Do-file Editor”.

This will open a new Do-File Editor. Here, you can navigate to the do-file (syntax) you
want to open. For that, first go to “Open” icon:

= (RIS

Here, if you go to your home icon, indicated with your username, you’ll see your
shortcut to the project folder you made earlier (see below).

Q searc! | = Desktop |
&) Recertly Used Docurments

& Downloads
“ KLAMS
B Desktop J3 Music
£ File System O Pictures

« Public

Ternplates
B videos

Click on the project folder and this will take you to your project folder and you can open
your syntax.

Using paths in syntax

The paths have changed again. So you need to make sure that the paths you have in

your syntax are updated. | strongly urge you to use the Global Macros to make it easy
for your syntax to translate from one environment to another.
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Or you could use global macros that allow you to define different paths for different
things (data, output, syntax). | strongly suggest this option as it allows you to define
multiple different locations for different things. And, by putting the global codes in the
very beginning of your syntax, it will be easy to change them if needed. Here is an
example:

global datause "/vidal/home/hpals/KLAMS/Data/KLAMS Separate Waves/"
global datasave "/vidal/home/hpals/KLAMS/Project - Heili/CR/Working Data/"
global syntax "/vidal/home/hpals/KLAMS/Project - Heili/CR/Syntax/"

global output = "/vidal/home/hpals/KLAMS/Project - Heili/CR/Output/"

***Start saving results window
log using "$output/race in Gl early waves.log", replace text

***Open data
use "$datause/merged_G1T1-T7.dta", clear

***Save your working data
save "$datasave/glt7g2tl2 working.dta", replace

If you use these macros, then it is pretty easy to edit the syntaxes to be able to run at
both environments — all you'd need to do is to edit the macro definitions at the top of the
syntax. Thus, you could have the Windows versions of those macros commented out
and the Linux versions not commented out when you work in Linux and vice versa when
you work in Windows.

Of course, for you, the path will be slightly different. It is likely that your path will have

your username in it, and not mine. The way to figure out a full path is to use the File
Manager Home button on the desktop.
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¥ Applications = *- Terminal -

Click here

Navigate here to the location that you need a path for.

: KLAMS Merged Data - File Manager A _ O X
File Edit WView Go Help i
4+ <5 & & | gpfshome/hpals/KLAMS/Data/KLAMS Merged Data/ il Cﬂp}f’
DEVICES path
| File System <f> </> .
PLACES I— |
frerged_G1T1- merged_G2T1-
4 hpals T7.dta Ta.dta
B Desktop
m Trash 1
NETWORK M
“%" Browse Network
L]
-
]

| 2items: B92.9 MiB (936323273 bytes), Free space: 301.2 TiB

[ 38 recode gl2g204 [missing=9), gen(rgl2g204)
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