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Consolidated Team Blast CenterStage

Consolidated Team Blast CenterStageDecember Blast
Volunteers needed at all events
Alumni Pins
Monthly Meeting for Coaches- to login-
Accommodations-
Grants For lllinois FTC Teams- Here is what a team said w.r.t the VRS Challenge
Inspection Hints
October Blast
Monthly Meeting for Coaches- to login
Setting up your Roster
Review Team Status-Are you/your team able to join a league.

Need to pay-need an invoice download a one from:
https://www: firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/

Express Enrollment application
Donors Choose-set up a project.

Donors Choose

Grants For lllinois FTC Teams
September Blast
Donors Choose-

General Motors is supporting STEM projects from male teachers of color click

Tracy Family Foundation is supporting select counties in lllinois-Adams, Brown, Cass,
Greene, Hancock, McDonough, Morgan, Pike, Scott, and Schuyler click

United Airlines is doubling donations for STEM projects in Chicago click

Grants
Sept -pre Kick Off Blast
Remote Professional Development Sessions (Global)
Kickoff events - Sign up Now!
Watch lllinois Kickoff Online
Join our Statewide Kahoot!
Grants for FTC teams
Register Now to Play for 2023/2024
Mid-August Blast
Kickoff events - Sign up Now!
Watch lllinois Kickoff Online
Join our Statewide Kahoot!
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Grants for FTC teams
Register Now to Play for 2023/2024

June Blast
Response Needed - Is your team returning
2023/2024 CENTERSTAGE Kickoff - Register your intent
lllinois Registration Deadlines for 2023/2024
Control Equipment available
New Funding Option Available - Hack Club Bank
Hardware Changes for 2023/2024 Season
Team Registration Updates Coming
Monthly Coach Meetings Resume August 1st

December Blast

Volunteers needed at all events

13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15

Note FTC IL expects that every team will provide 2 volunteers for each event. This a
great way to connect with your students. Step up and volunteer.

Alumni Pins

FTCIL would like to honor our graduating seniors with a Alumni pin- to be picked up at
the league Championship. Please record the # of pins need on this form

Dean’s List Nominations will be Due Jan 15 info see Mentors/coaches must review the
Dean's List Nomination Guide prior to making their Dean's List nomination. Nominations must be
made using the Team Registration System. Please select the appropriate nomination guide for your
region.

Monthly Meeting for Coaches- to login-

Shira Shataig- the state Judge Advisor will present

Meeting link meet.google.com/etj-ikqw-hhy

Join by phone(US) +1 252-843-1060 PIN: 356187539

This is a monthly coach call in meeting for the 2023/2024 CENTERSTAGE season. All coaches /



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiVTWNfe9r_MS84dVG1mJcanbcnt6eu-VtAUoivLItv-0uZw/viewform
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/deans-list
https://meet.google.com/etj-ikqw-hhy?hs=224
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mentors that were added through registration have been invited.
Notes - 2023/2024 IL FTC Coach Meetings

Next Meeting Tuesday Jan2, 2024 - 8pm — 9pm (Central Time - Chicago)

Accommodations-

IF you have a student or students who need accommodations- please send
Jonathan a note. FOr example you might have a student who might need a
quiet room, or a pit location that is easily accessible by a wheel chair.

Grants For lllinois FTC Teams- Here is what a
team said w.r.t the VRS Challenge

The VRS Challenge seemed overwhelming at first, but after doing the challenges we
realized it could really help our team learn how to code. This was a very fun and
interactive fundraising activity for our team. - Colin

VRS is challenging, but easy to learn. It can help rookie teams with little experience in
coding. Overall a great opportunity! - Emma

Our team was hesitant to try the VRS Challenge. We now have a better idea of basic
coding. We even had a team member realize that maybe coding wasn't as scary as it
looks. - Coach Hanna

Team Type need based-up to what you need to raise  what we match
1syear teams Up to 12 teams $ 1,500.00 1t01
1syear Title 1 teams  up to 12 teams $ 1,000.00 3X
2"-year teams up to 8 teams $ 750.00 1to 1
2"%-year Title 1 teams  up to 11 teams $ 500.00 2X
Veteran Title 1 teams-title 1 upto 20teams $§ 600.00 2x

Complete the lllinois FTC Teams Grant application form and Take the VRS Challenge

Need help using the VRS-contact Jonathan It only take 25 minutes to get the $.

FTIL recommends 1 field for League Championships with 21-22

teams.

Why- in a 2 field event- with 21 teams- 16 teams are in the que or on the field -There is
little time to repair robots/replace batteries etc. Most importantly, the teams will not
have time to adequately interact with the judges 50% of the advancement to state is
based on Judging. Also, the need for trained volunteers like referees and FTA”s is
magnified. |IF you can have 3 rounds of judging vs 4 or5 you save 20-30 min


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s3sDFrc2SQtZjlkuyq_vx2OLFtxK58v6bnwdyOvWPWA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxfFEwjq2Di7eS7ZwNRy8AVvMfDUJkueePv1wa1fyfRnIAhQ/viewform
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Inspection Hints

Some Suggestions to make a 1 field event flow smoothly. Every team should come to
the event with a preinspected robot. Some key reasons teams fail inspection and slow
down an event.

The team numbers are not 2.5 inches tall- and easily visible

The red/blue alliance a marker is not 3 inches from the team number

Teams build to the 18 inch dimension- 17.5 is better

Zlp ties/ Intakes tips go beyond 18 inches.

Drones should be made from red or blue paper- and have a wing and fuselage.
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October Blast

Consolidated Team Blast CenterStage
October Blast
Monthly Meeting for Coaches- to login
Setting up your Roster
Review Team Status-Are you/your team able to join a league.
Need to pay-need an invoice download a one from:
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/
Donors Choose-set up a project.
Grants For lllinois FTC Teams
September Blast
Donors Choose-
Sept -pre Kick Off Blast
Kickoff events - Sign up Now!
Watch lllinois Kickoff Online
Join our Statewide Kahoot!
Grants for FTC teams
Register Now to Play for 2023/2024
Mid-August Blast
Kickoff events - Sign up Now!
Watch lllinois Kickoff Online
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Join our Statewide Kahoot! 8
Grants for FTC teams 9
Register Now to Play for 2023/2024 9
June Blast 10
Response Needed - Is your team returning 10
2023/2024 CENTERSTAGE Kickoff - Register your intent 10
lllinois Registration Deadlines for 2023/2024 10
Control Equipment available 10
New Funding Option Available - Hack Club Bank 10
Hardware Changes for 2023/2024 Season 10
Team Registration Updates Coming 11
Monthly Coach Meetings Resume August 1st 11

Monthly Meeting for Coaches- to login

Meeting link meet.google.com/etj-ikgw-hhy

Join by phone(US) +1 252-843-1060 PIN: 356187539

This is a monthly coach call in meeting for the 2023/2024 CENTERSTAGE season. All coaches /
mentors that were added through registration have been invited.

Notes - 2023/2024 IL FTC Coach Meetings

Next Meeting Tuesday Nov t, 2023 - 8pm — 9pm (Central Time - Chicago)

Setting up your Roster

HQ now has an Express Enrollment application that is built for parents and
guardians to quickly register youth participants in a few simple steps
through mobile and desktop web browsers. FIRST lead coaches and
mentors with completed FIRST Youth Protection Screenings can generate
web links or QR codes in the FIRST Dashboard to share with parents and
guardians of their youth participants, granting access to the application.
Parents complete the process using their cell phone

Review Team Status-Are you/your team able to join a league.

Please check the FTC-IL website (note this is updated every 2-3 days
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/reqgistration/registration-status/ to
make sure that you have registered with FTC-IL and that you have paid
your state registration fee.



https://meet.google.com/etj-ikqw-hhy?hs=224
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s3sDFrc2SQtZjlkuyq_vx2OLFtxK58v6bnwdyOvWPWA/edit?usp=sharing
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWd83C9g5LLpW6bJmJS2blXJhW4qM5Xr53Ml-YN95jt9H3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3mXW5jJ-nc4Hf_T0M_pXpRHZpxFN85YHCQzyxPNW4S-TtM4Bbt1wW2QKQrs7dFMyYW7_vPhl4m9H38W4MDrNS27rSq8MshkKF9PN0_W844lpJ4Vp-k6W2_cqly6bhNc1ML1QmxzZQ1ZVbr94746BnHxVBPvBd8CLv6QW9g146t7wVBg2W22zT4C4TbF_1W657wK774DV-fW7PZz7v459MdqW4YpBpx65hBBSW1qdCGC7FT9_hW3xp79r7Bld80W7HjS4b1yrG-pW416yDQ3NWcR8N7r38s83ZJFcW7HLvPN4G3WNgW7lhxwr3l-tmtW4vBlkm6FWlPbW5v7fS36Z0w8YW6xpsLM8zQK26W5z3Pqn2l9rH7W8d8b3G6rX5wjf4pLYl-04
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWd83C9g5LLpW6bJmJS2blXJhW4qM5Xr53Ml-YN95jt943qgyTW7Y8-PT6lZ3lXW1KCYhB90VSCjW2Gqc075vdmykW8RNC9l2LPSz6VB4sZY804DZ_W5t1V-d3Vpb9FW4gJ5lJ3_6RvdN72PF8QWRgkXW26szfQ7SZvWJN22qX8n-DqbRW8gZ0b58tKVRTW9f6jvs5-2GWLW8PrnN46H_Zk3VHBsZc4wB_-MW53wqzt10wv9qVzgybs4yyPLlW8-mqjw5hnN40Vf0z2S1BmtH6T-J8p8bFKT9W4cpbk889J0xNW76H7Mv8T94T9W27CP222KdKStW18g3RB6q6N4LVrhl057bldwKN45dvglcbRH_W992Wkw2MfMKCW3XNYQj6FCpjgf9l6bxC04
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/registration-status/
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/registration-status/
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Need to pay-need an invoice download a one from:
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/

Express Enrollment application

The new Express Enroliment application, you can generate web links or QR codes in
the FIRST Dashboard to share with parents and guardians of youth participants to
invite them to register for FIRST and join the team roster.

Donors Choose-set up a project.

Begin creating your project by logging in to your DonorsChoose account.
HQ has money for FIRST-FTC projects See
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-FIRST

Donors Choose

Do you teach at a Equity Focused school and have never made a Donors
choose project -The Bezos Family Fund wants to help you. 2x match
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-Bezos

IL FTC might be able to make a small donation to your project

Grants For lllinois FTC Teams

Team Type need based-up to what you need to raise =~ what we match
1s-year teams Up to 12 teams $ 1,500.00 1to 1

1st.year Title 1 teams  up to 12 teams $ 1,000.00 3x

2"-year teams up to 8 teams $ 750.00 1to1

2"-year Title 1 teams  up to 11 teams $ 500.00 2x

Veteran Title 1 teams-title 1 upto 20teams $ 600.00 2x

Complete the lllinois FTC Teams Grant application form and Take the VRS Challenge

Need help using the VRS-contact Jonathan


https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/
https://my.firstinspires.org/Dashboard/?utm_campaign=fi-partner-blast-023&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--MXVnbhqpuoLGs_Pd-smD8Ss90hEHbEgRPcjb5aAL-ZX-xwjNPQ3ADcmzrxRA2fOdRpFS5DHvcTxU0zJu1rSC9SSR6y8tA_VLnPUxDPHIPAKp7cCU
https://secure.donorschoose.org/teacher/projectcreation-welcome.html
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-FIRST
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-FIRST
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-Bezos
https://tinyurl.com/Donors-Choose-Bezos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxfFEwjq2Di7eS7ZwNRy8AVvMfDUJkueePv1wa1fyfRnIAhQ/viewform
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September Blast

Donors Choose-

e All lllinois Teachers would benefit from creating a Donors Choose project (A
typically project is less than 250 words

e After your first successful campaign you can increase the number of vendors
that you utilize.

e | suggested you purchase some tools from Amazon for your first Donors Choose-
then you can do a Gobilda request...

Here are some Suggested Tips to help teachers in creating their Donor Choose
projects:

e Include the words “FIRST” and “STEM” in their project title and description,
including the specific FIRST Program and Team number is helpful as well

e Smaller dollar amount projects tend to be funded quicker than larger projects (try
to keep projects under $2k)

e Encourage teachers to share their project with their parents, pta, communities!
The more they share, the more potential donations they will receive.

e FIRST Team and/or Class Pack registrations are NOT eligible to be included in
Donors Choose projects

General Motors is supporting STEM projects from male teachers of
color click

Tracy Family Foundation is supporting select counties in lllinois-Adams,
Brown, Cass, Greene, Hancock, McDonough, Morgan, Pike, Scott, and
Schuyler _click

United Airlines is doubling donations for STEM projects in Chicago click

Grants

Only For lllinois FTC Teams

Team Type need based-up to what you need to raise ~ what we match

1syear teams Up to 12 teams $ 1,500.00 1to1
1s-year Title 1 teams up to 12 teams $ 1,000.00 1t0 3
2"-year teams up to 8 teams $ 750.00 1to 1
2"-year Title 1 teams up to 11 teams $ 500.00 1t0 3


https://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/17162000327831-General-Motors-is-supporting-STEM-projects-from-male-teachers-of-color
https://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/17161457950231-The-Tracy-Family-Foundation-is-supporting-select-counties-in-Illinois
https://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/16834674759447-United-Airlines-is-doubling-donations-for-STEM-projects-in-select-cities-and-Hawai-i
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Veteran Title 1 teams-title 1 up to 20 teams $ 600.00 1t0 2

Complete the lllinois FTC Teams Grant application form_Complete the lllinois FTC Teams Grant
application form and Take the VRS Challenge via https://tinyurl.com/IL-FTC-Grant-Challange

For $500 for CPS Chicago 1st year(rookie) or CPS Second year Teams
https://bit.ly/Chicago-1st-or-2nd-year



https://tinyurl.com/FTC-IL-Grants-Application
https://tinyurl.com/IL-FTC-Grant-Challange
https://bit.ly/Cs-VRS_Challenge
https://bit.ly/Chicago-1st-or-2nd-year
https://bit.ly/Chicago-1st-or-2nd-year
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Sept -pre Kick Off Blast

Coach Meeting Sept 5-8pm-needs link
Kickoff events - Sign up Now!

Watch lllinois Kickoff Online

Join our Statewide Kahoot!

Grants for FTC teams

Register Now to Play for 2023/202
$100,000 in Team Grant Support available for lllinois FTC teams

Remote Professional Development Sessions (Global)

September Coach Call - 9/5 at 8:00 PM
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/aeb-yrrp-mdm
Or dial: (US) +1 252-713-7246 PIN: 972 404 523#

Kickoff events - Sign up Now!

Get a strong start to the season by attending one of our season kickoff events in lllinois.

Teams in lllinois have multiple options for attending a kickoff event. Visit our kickoff
page on firstillinoisrobotics.org or click the links below to sign up.

- Chicago Area / Statewide / Online - Grainger Headquarters, Lake Forest, IL
- Southern lllinois - Southern lllinois University Edwardsville, Edwardsville, IL

- Western lllinois / Eastern IA - Augustana College, Rock Island, IL
- Peoria League Kickoff - Quest Academy, Peoria, IL

Watch lllinois Kickoff Online

If you can’t make a kickoff event in person, consider watching the live stream of the
Chicago area kickoff on Twitch. https://www.twitch.tv/illinois_ft

Tentative schedule:
e 9:00 - 9:30: Functional Java programming with the VRS
e 9:35 - 10:05: Judging from the Judge's Perspective
e 10:10-10:40: Prototyping and Design
e 10:45-11:00: FTC lllinois - Looking Forward w/ Jonathan Weiland


https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/events/kickoff/
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/events/kickoff/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i_OdOaGWLB5TWMwfWzUGupHzMl1slNXlVVPPxQR28IE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSw99nPwBzDXcq6renFXqwv0Nwn0yKr6S7c3V7dj3ExxGZKw/viewform
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0b6JnEFjqb1zqz4CAiBBURDGA#2023_FTC_Kickoff_Registration_Form
https://www.twitch.tv/illinois_ftc
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Please fill out the Chicago Area form and let us know you will be watching online.

Join our Statewide Kahoot!
In conjunction with our livestream we will be holding a Statewide Kahoot!

e Sign up using your first name and team number - eg, Jonathan3785
e Top prize is an Rev Robotics Expansion Hub
e All questions are based on Game Manual 1

Grants for FTC teams
$100,000 for FTC lllinois Teams

Grant Directions https://tinyurl.com/FTCIL-CS-GrantRules

Team Type need based-up what you need | what we
to to raise match
1s-year teams Upto12teams | $ 1,500.00 1to1
1s-year Title 1 teams up to 12 teams $ 1,000.00 1t03
2"-year teams up to 8 teams $ 750.00 1to 1
2"-year Title 1 teams up to 11 teams $ 500.00 1t0 3
Veteran Title 1 teams-title 1 up to 20 teams $ 600.00 1t0 2

There are several grant opportunities at local and national levels to help with funding
your team for the season.

e National
o FTC SIM $1000 Argosy Rookie Team Grant https://bit.ly/43cDeZQ

e Local Grants - If you live in:
o You are in Adams, Alexander, Bond, Brown, Bureau, or Mercer Counties
o You are in Rock Island
o You have parents that work for BAE, Boeing, Dow Chemical, Bosch, CSX,
Casey’s, Jewel, or Ameren
o Check out this list at https://tinyurl.com/FTC-Grant-opps for more details

Register Now to Play for 2023/2024

Our registration process has been updated this year. Please see the most up-to-date
registration instructions at https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/

Register by 9/30 to guarantee a spot in league play for 2023/2024.

10


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i_OdOaGWLB5TWMwfWzUGupHzMl1slNXlVVPPxQR28IE
https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/game-manual-part-1-traditional-events.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/FTCIL-CS-GrantRules
https://bit.ly/43cDeZQ
https://tinyurl.com/FTC-Grant-opps
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/
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Remote Professional Development Sessions (Global)

FIRST® will be hosting several remote Professional Development sessions in September
through February 2024 for FIRST® LEGO® League Discover, Explore, Challenge, and
FIRST® Tech Challenge. These professional development opportunities are great for new
coaches and teachers. More information can be found on our website and registration is
through Eventbrite. If you have questions, email firsteducation@firstinspires.org

11


https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/MWbcjcT0LWgW8fpqms6H3XW-W50jS-p52XnNbN84392qkd548W50n9Ss6lZ3mWVBG1jY3mJY9SW3hvhy53lpMm1W6BvZTF2kysJSN7gnQRkqw5mNW2kkTDs5y6mcqW6BzkQL8dn8T_W9h8yVf10bCrkW6lHQ-M6YxdG0W68KwgD70K_N3W2_m9CY8d3bjlW3QxWj96cJz6DW3yWp8Z3TKqY3VgdkQF4WGRvdW1mMTPT3SpKtwN4n0-nmh6zgpN5zZxVcYn7NsVGC2Df3LM_RtW4D7kgR8DPDK1W90n7yc5mF8-LW6JSXS229Qf9VN6STsKFwvTYbW1fkfTw2m41SzW33vxM58nGwH_N1kJkJfZvvgVW6pHGXC2lj57dW3LxK5S8z2vVyW3l80k03Spv75W5rZhBG6NrtKXW4g2zx87xB7fWW1qTRGM1MLzSPW20tLsR5DX5dxW20DmM-3rJB1zW80YMsg5kbrKkW644ZvH4ypVgzW5K4ppd17lZynW7JF5xx354Pz8W2S9y4h7LvWFHW2K5fXR7KKWp6W2KXDR91Bh_b8W7vXkXK3FWJdtW3zv4rX7GrtgqW5GsbW645_NmtVSCRNG5nbMbKW5SJxjB5XqT37W8Mp9jm79b0CXW49Jn4B9kkn3-W3t-n0x7C9rlRW7_-sFP1J8q5NW8jPDY47pJ7NCW8b1Dbz6cj2_gW7Gc3kH9jnTQQW30r-l46YrvP6N8j5Xxmm1mwWW7lFc_243VXQ1W74HXq48MkK25W2p2XNG280YyxW5M17ZP39BWZQVTr7LK57-Ql3VFZmLV1hJDdkW89PK-X2HxHZ6W5F_Ty097zSLPMh_3MC5Yx89W9cZT716q9-ZNW8-_c-d8R3BqGW89pkdf8SD8c2W1wVvxZ9hrsDqW6v5QMt9j6YqGN289nh0R3Qf0W73Vwnq69RKXSW75x0MH42SGqvW5JKCQQ1XWDLkW4-nDHQ44KzXzN14Fwz64D8qLW5VjkCD6T3XCVW5j-HpK5y3CG7N4HLYwNw8QdWW99pxd585Tw_rW1B1w_g7q5Q4HW2n27772V_xYVW5vdptk6_2C3lW6m1NVn3knMl9N5z_61T5mcRDW4nRv-Y5F_kyfW7RFCs63ndBz0W335gr35zgcwLW23P4Zg91gLrWW3BzN_51pjhl7V95GKk10JzZwW72qmg32t1drPW25zC_86-cjRNW8YFLpv2YHzwWW54frJq5_7xYMN2JwGs_-qL7kW1_8yKD8R27hhW7r9CVq1KLHClN41PJBWxYhmRW1Wtbk36Rcbc5W27tlsZ60Z9SwW8cB4N-7lcNHlW4YlhFS3MN_b7W4w7rmv8LTr2TVjzYr56w2gmhW2x7fBm8SCbkwW3dWrLB98ZG_nW8-kYHs2Yyn_vW90m2rX92ysYXW6pPl-Q23ltQjW1bw0YQ7MfSc4Vn9nH71vzPSFN6TXWJJtKSDZW59ln8b4cN7lWW5X1JtZ1sGLm4W80zbz61Fq5j2W5V4l_R8cZ131W50xP7r3cYC94W2cB3nK7WB0J-W1HFHgt45YBBRDWtpVRdkf3W2ftfDL9gxmmlW7hwt1T8wldtmV9j25d1DJGPmN1BPvfV7vXyWW1c1CS47-mBrWW5Z1sPQ1Z_fdgW8b8-Rk6gQTSLW1YFSXM6Z-HSqW6s2kxV6sYwxFW1PdwT76ZK0qcf8Tmsxj04
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/MWbcjcT0LWgW8fpqms6H3XW-W50jS-p52XnNbN84394bhfyz-W8wPcJC6lZ3n6W5rjqsM5NJPlcW7ym3zn787Pt3W60gZzh5DjnvfW1xm7KN44mthpVsjrc62Hd605VRD8TX22kQV8W15Fgp84zX6pxW4Pn7ng8vrrVJW51qbgk93BFBbW7ySdPY79q_g7F7M4HGCX-DnW3tNPW07tjnj8W4djSX170WHJJW3GX4Wp1mCzp2V-PX3P365h2gVsvPzT8ybX3tW6mD_VW2WV39QW7gyHTm5grdfvW8gZCWs1Zsj-sW7bfgR398DXPkW6Sk1dD3Xhb6bW80WLjK6d2kRnW8v4H8N3cGMySW180thb4fPdbCVbjYxw36XjPdW263Kvs7fVqZyW2zlZkq59SC51W25H-fv6P6fBWVCFy711YNlLJW7S7pb84zGNC6W7sPD6Z5hDQk2W68g8w23FrrGcW1cf_2n21pY1VW7VNxGM3XSBLWN64KD1H8gVhdW3CWLhh4HMp6kW1wBpz998bZy3W6g2tnm7f5qXtW2yPQV_7D_GMsW4JFdZP5CrZHTW4LSRr13zZ0PHN8y7vF5v_3mCW9kQNlp7Xy9mKW8QVgQ-5TGWBkW4HylsX7k3FGFN5CpBkPlKQCKW2lNJdT66VQz7N8XPymp7YZvKW97Rvsn6y57WFW56XvXT8qMsDLW4XFBY611jfh4W38nxmm9g9lM8W4PVfHG7mrJD6W91YT-k36xQHJW3xzyG_6M-vKVW38-95n3dDRwMW45fVk08ysmFMW1Ft_fs429kgHW3SdBmN1sD5WXN8zlQdkk6hvSW9gclBW3sz2TmW2j7J5x8YLgcWW4Myf8L7Znx7LW5sr_w93QrkLQW6LdmpP2CdhdtW24xNvm97w3YSW69ZYKT2khg92W6HflhW5WZW3mW5fsbjZ5lnNnGW2-BKCZ114q0SW4lwp--1KBDlyW14N_RN3PTKyyW6HMFnp9125CBW55yky67RQB0BW7WYKpr88JyxGW31kx0J8Fc2tfW6KSBvD8-yncxW7tM44n62d8W6W2qxYjv8ncrHYW5KbR5c7v3pZfW5GfBQ97vGYbdW6f_PnC50wnbSW7dY5W76vl3ZdW2js6nR8r81k7N7dSbjQ87HwwN8hb4K4DqV-_W6GfyS31DRJG8W7545Lz1rgtz6N41TfG0qsl11W3BfhhC3w99cYW25Bx0N6dCcy3VBQhkv2B-xJ3VHhtCS8zWwcvW36KN281FbQlvW5R2MSm6YqVpYW6Fd4Rv9ldMVBW7SzWCC1-Rk06W2Gls_W6RsC2YW4J1N_k6bNG8QW3jpJW543Nyv0W2Db78T6d_TSWW2hwNz_26dQHqW47G16W6JB3s4W1StcYv32mcGYW3WXwvG6Mzn5LW54MjZB2g1hs4W7dj0YZ6dkw9rN33s6Q5Bdf9zW5Z27sc6X2PYDN82PmM4g4FmPW6KjVM55Y_R8_N6VXc4NYxjb1W2_KV232NrmyDW938g587Yx5vyVmtpyS6_km3_N2SC-KzR6PLCW26GGWr1Q-prVW63X_jX2vXS3zW5_B0QB3-R-cxW5D79LM4G_sJbW48TbWf5hVgy8W8H3cQt5zfzcmW5Xq2v_6vChRBW480DRb6vzBskf2lsQQ204
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Mid-August Blast

Kickoff events - Sign up Now!
Watch lllinois Kickoff Online

Join our Statewide Kahoot!

Grants for FTC teams

Register Now to Play for 2023/2024

Kickoff events - Sign up Now!

Get a strong start to the season by attending one of our season kickoff events in lllinois.

Teams in lllinois have multiple options for attending a kickoff event. Visit our kickoff
page on firstillinoisrobotics.org or click the links below to sign up.

Chicago Area / Statewide / Online - Grainger Headquarters, Lake Forest, IL
Southern lllinois - Southern lllinois University Edwardsville, Edwardsville, IL

Western lllinois / Eastern IA - Augustana College, Rock Island, IL
Peoria League Kickoff - Quest Academy, Peoria, IL

Watch lllinois Kickoff Online

If you can’t make a kickoff event in person, consider watching the live stream of the
Chicago area kickoff on Twitch.

https://www.twitch.tv/illinois ftc

Tentative schedule:

9:00 - 9:30: Functional Java programming with the VRS

9:35 - 10:05: Judging from the Judge's Perspective

10:10-10:40: Prototyping and Design

10:45-11:00: FTC lllinois - Looking Forward w/ Jonathan Weiland

Please fill out the Chicago Area form and let us know you will be watching online.

Join our Statewide Kahoot!
In conjunction with our livestream we will be holding a Statewide Kahoot!

Sign up using your first name and team number - eg, Jonathan3785
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https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/events/kickoff/
https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/events/kickoff/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i_OdOaGWLB5TWMwfWzUGupHzMl1slNXlVVPPxQR28IE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSw99nPwBzDXcq6renFXqwv0Nwn0yKr6S7c3V7dj3ExxGZKw/viewform
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0b6JnEFjqb1zqz4CAiBBURDGA#2023_FTC_Kickoff_Registration_Form
https://www.twitch.tv/illinois_ftc
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i_OdOaGWLB5TWMwfWzUGupHzMl1slNXlVVPPxQR28IE
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e Top prize is an Expansion Hub
e All questions are based on Game Manual 1

Grants for FTC teams

There are several grant opportunities at local and national levels to help with funding
your team for the season.

e National
o FTC SIM $1000 Argosy Rookie Team Grant https://bit.ly/43cDeZQ

e Local Grants - If you live in:
o You are in Adams, Alexander, Bond, Brown, Bureau, or Mercer Counties
o You are in Rock Island
o You have parents that work for BAE, Boeing, Dow Chemical, Bosch, CSX,
Casey’s, Jewel, or Ameren

o Check https://tinyurl.com/FTC-Grant-opps for more details

Register Now to Play for 2023/2024

Our registration process has been updated this year. Please see the most up-to-date
registration instructions at https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/

Register by 9/30 to guarantee a spot in league play for 2023/2024.
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https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/game-manual-part-1-traditional-events.pdf
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https://www.firstillinoisrobotics.org/ftc/registration/
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June Blast

Response Needed - Is your team returning

We are starting to plan for next year. Please take a minute to fill out a short survey and
let us know if your team is returning next season.

Survey - https://forms.gle/4ag4yA4ACjWifse49

2023/2024 CENTERSTAGE Kickoff - Register your intent

Register your intent to participate in one of our kickoff events via the returning team
form.
Survey - https://forms.gle/4ag4yA4ACjWifse49

lllinois Registration Deadlines for 2023/2024

Teams will need to pay their National ($295) and State ($235) registration fees by Sept
20. You will not get a league placement until these fees are paid.

Control Equipment available

Control Hubs are in stock and ready to ship by mid July or sooner. Driver hubs are also
instock. See your FIRST storefront for more information.

New Funding Option Available - Hack Club Bank

Thinking about setting up your own 501(c)(3)? Check out Hack Club Bank. This new
option is built by FIRST alumni for FIRST teams, Hack Club Bank is a comprehensive
financial platform used by hundreds of clubs, teams and hackathons.

Note: When you set up your teams 501(c)(3) via Hack Club Bank, you get a debit card -
no need to send receipts in and wait to get reimbursed

https://hackclub.com/bank/first/

Hardware Changes for 2023/2024 Season

While we await the release of Game Manual 1, there are early indications that most
Motorola phones will not be supported this season.
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Team Registration Updates Coming

Look for changes to team registration this season. The updated student team signup
process will now take 60 seconds to sign consent forms and join your team. Allon a
cell phone. Coming in September.

Monthly Coach Meetings Resume August 1st

Our monthly coach meetings will resume on August 1st. Details to follow.
Consolidated Team Blast CenterStage
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