
SOC 205 Week 5: Overview 
This week we are looking at the "why" of global inequality, how ideologies and systems 
led to patterns of inequality in the world and new perspectives and movements that exist 
to address global inequality. 

Learning Objectives 
1.​ Identify different economic systems.  
2.​ Describe different sociological perspectives on economic change.  
3.​ Examine why economic systems change over time. 
4.​ Explain some ways that economic systems impact social and ecological systems.  
5.​ Discuss new economic models and perspectives designed to better serve society 

and the planet.  

Course Materials 

Watch/Listen: 
●​ Week 5 Video. Please watch this first for an orientation to the week's content. 

You'll learn more about how the social institution of the economy impacts our 
lives. different economic models, the power of workers and we will look at new 
economic models and perspectives that might result in environmental 
sustainability.  

●​ Precarity: A short film on women working in the pandemic 
●​ Shift Change: The fight to make bad jobs better 
●​ How Workers took on Amazon and Won 
●​ Why Starbucks Workers Fought to Unionize 
●​ Podcast: Tracing the Roots of the Climate Crisis 
●​ What is Gross National Happiness 
●​ How The Dutch are reshaping their Post Pandemic Economy 
●​ Why B Corps Matter 
●​ B Corp Ambassador 

Read 
●​ Chapter 6: Economy and Social Change. This chapter introduces some of the 

following key concepts and terms: calling, capitalism, class conflict, Gross 
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https://theintercept.com/2021/09/28/covid-pandemic-women-economy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-4_6bThk2E&list=PLJ8cMiYb3G5cOQt79FW6DbYePPivDWYvl&index=4&t=33s
https://youtu.be/A5Go6_SgNZ0
https://youtu.be/TBGwcCZK6Ok
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-2dkge-114494f?utm_campaign=w_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=w_share
https://youtu.be/7Zqdqa4YNvI
https://youtu.be/Ziw-wK03TSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlxZjnBEsaI
https://youtu.be/tEmNOOIsf5Y
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/socialchange1e/part/chapter-6/
http://openoregon.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1


National Happiness, neoliberalism, Protestant ethic, socialism, union, and two 
theorists of note: Karl Marx and Max Weber.  

●​ Maori Version of the Doughnut [Website] 
●​ B Lab [Website] 
●​ What is B Corp Certification? [Website] 
●​ Benefit Corporation Update: Patagonia Passes B Impact Assessment, Improves 

Score to 116 [Website] 
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https://doughnuteconomics.org/stories/24
https://www.bcorporation.net/en-us/movement/about-b-lab
https://thesustainableagency.com/blog/what-is-b-corp-certification/
https://eu.patagonia.com/gb/en/stories/benefit-corporation-update-patagonia-passes-b-impact-assessment-improves-score-to-116/story-17871.html
https://eu.patagonia.com/gb/en/stories/benefit-corporation-update-patagonia-passes-b-impact-assessment-improves-score-to-116/story-17871.html
http://openoregon.org
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