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Hi there. This is a resource I maintain for students and friends, and is, of course, radically incomplete. 
If there’s something you want to see here or a question you’d like answered, please leave a comment! 
–AL 
 
Tips for using this document:  

●​ If you would like to use a screen reader and the website is janky, try this:  
○​ Go to Print, Save to PDF, tick the Simplified box. 

●​ If something is paywalled, see if your public or school library offers access.  
●​ In a pinch, use the Wayback Machine. 
●​ My general thinking on such methods: if you get something for free when you’re broke and you use it a 

lot, consider buying it, subscribing, or giving it as a gift if/when you have more resources later. Other 
ways you can say thank you: amplify the work of the writer/publication, leave a positive review 
somewhere, etc.  

●​ Relatedly: Where to Get Books in a Pandemic (and all the time) 
 
A few other resources I maintain: 

●​ QT Lit Events - Western Mass & Online - events listing 
●​ Western Mass Literary Worlds - spreadsheet 

 
 

SUBMITTING YOUR WORK 

WHY 
●​ Corey Robin’s “The Anxiety of Self-Promotion” (2025) 

WHERE 
●​ Chillsubs.com - h/t Kelsey Warren (2023) 
●​ Emily Stoddard’s Poetry Bulletin - free newsletter (2025) 
●​ Where to Submit – Heavy Feather Review - h/t Amanda Goldblatt! (2025) 
●​ Creative Capital’s Upcoming Artists’ Opportunities (2025) 
●​ Frontier Poetry’s Deadlines Page - wonderful for emerging poets, says Samuel Ace! (2025) 

HOW 
●​ Literary Writing: Dennis James Sweeney's How to Submit: Getting Your Writing Published with Literary 

Magazines and Small Presses. Also, subscribe to his newsletter. Also, here’s a very helpful slideshow 
with templates! 

●​ Genre: Query Shark - how to write a query letter, primarily for genre writers. Not current but still useful. 
●​ Literary Fiction: Tony Tulathimutte’s “Pitching and Moaning: A Guide to Submitting Your Writing: How to 

get a story or essay published if you’re not James Franco” (2017) 
●​ SFF: Science Fiction Writers Association’s Information Center 

REJECTION 
●​ “Lessons From No: Writers on Their Most Formative Rejections” - The Millions (2015) 

https://web.archive.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xeElF_tr7tBZy4w2qeTV9mvv5R-VV9bmuSWahohY7bA/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hG3eYfhYXpTuOr2-ouAbTlece0jhJYILYQEuUpAzlTo/edit#heading=h.p4zgnjr0lm0w
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ujG4f4Zq1hkWcHUl-6HWOmEUO5NrVCUHmGtg3iZ_cy4/edit?usp=sharing
https://coreyrobin.com/2025/05/20/the-anxiety-of-self-promotion/
https://www.chillsubs.com/browse/magazines
https://www.poetrybulletin.com/
https://heavyfeatherreview.org/calls/
https://creative-capital.org/artist-resources/artist-opportunities/
https://www.frontierpoetry.com/category/monthly-deadlines/
https://bookshop.org/a/23030/9781608689361
https://bookshop.org/a/23030/9781608689361
https://dennisjamessweeney.substack.com/s/how-to-submit?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=menu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L6zxqo0eidVelU2RinJDgds5m_d415Wu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L6zxqo0eidVelU2RinJDgds5m_d415Wu/view
http://queryshark.blogspot.com/
https://magazine.catapult.co/how-to/stories/pitching-and-moaning-a-guide-to-submitting-your-writing
https://magazine.catapult.co/how-to/stories/pitching-and-moaning-a-guide-to-submitting-your-writing
https://www.sfwa.org/other-resources/for-authors/information-center/
https://themillions.com/2015/08/lessons-from-no-writers-on-their-most-formative-rejections.html


●​ Emily Temple’s “20 Famous Writers on Being Rejected” - LitHub (2022) 
●​ One school of thought: Kim Liao’s “Why You Should Aim for 100 Rejections a Year” - LitHub (2016) 

THE STATE(S) OF PUBLISHING 

NEWSLETTERS 
●​ Publishers Lunch free newsletter read by many book workers, especially Big 5  

HOW DOES PUBLISHING WORK? 
●​ Hilary’s Plum’s “Reading in the Conglomerate Era: Or, Do Small Presses Even Exist?” (2023) 
●​ The Big Five US Trade Book Publishers (2023) 
●​ Publisher Profile: How Nonprofit The Feminist Press Operates (2020)  
●​ Summer Brennan’s “The 9 Biggest Myths About Nonfiction Trade Publishing, Debunked” Substack 

4/19/22 
●​ “Why Is Publishing So White?” NYT 12/11/20 
●​ ﻿Lincoln Michel’s “Yes, Writing Is a Job (Even if it Doesn’t Pay Well)”  
●​ ﻿Lincoln Michel’s "Everything You Wanted to Know about Book Sales (But Were Afraid to Ask) An 

In-Depth Look at What/How/Why Books Sell"  
●​ Richard Nash’s “What Is the Business of Literature?” Virginia Quarterly (2013) 
●​ What is the Big 5 anyway? Read this handy explainer.  
●​ Also, is it now the Big 4?  
●​ 2020: The Bigger the Publishers, the Blander the Books 
●​ 2022: PRH scraps $2.2 bln deal to merge with Simon & Schuster 
●​ 2023: waiting…. 
●​ The Awl’s “Publishing School” posts 
●​ LitHub’s posts on “publishing” 
●​ What are blurbs? A brief history here. 
●​ What are advances? A Brief History of Seven-Figure Book Advances 
●​ What is “selling a book at auction”? “All About Auctions” (from 2012 but still useful) 
●​ Excellent context: First Draft podcast’s Track Changes mini-series, especially bonus episode “Inequality 

in Publishing” (July 2020) 
●​ A truly excellent guide for writers navigating the publishing worlds: Before and After the Book Deal 

(Catapult, 2019) - ebook available at MHC library 
●​ Real talk about money and art-making: Hua Hsu’s “How Can We Pay for Creativity in the Digital Age?” 

(September 2020) in the New Yorker, of all places 
●​ Why can’t the library just order the e-book? A librarian explains: “Hold On, eBooks Cost HOW Much? 

The Inconvenient Truth About Library eCollections”   
●​ Jenny Bhatt's "The Unexpected Politics of Book Cover Design" at LitHub 
●​ Understanding Media and Culture – Open Textbook 
●​ 3.2 History of Books – Understanding Media and Culture 
●​ 3.5 Current Publishing Trends – Understanding Media and Culture 

WHAT DOES AN EDITOR DO?  
●​ The work of an editor at Coach House Books (2023) 
●​ I am a professional book editor, AMA! : r/writing 
●​ Richard Nash’s “What Is the Business of Literature?” VQR Online (2013) 
●​ Peter Ginna on the Work of the Book Editor | Ask the Agent 
●​ Introduction to What Editors Do (U of Chicago P, 2017) 
●​ Ezra Klein’s “This Conversation Made Me a Sharper Editor” (2024) podcast & transcript 

WHAT DOES A FACT-CHECKER DO?  
●​ Zach Helfand's “The History of The New Yorker’s Vaunted Fact-Checking Department” (2025) 

https://lithub.com/20-famous-writers-on-being-rejected/
https://lithub.com/why-you-should-aim-for-100-rejections-a-year/
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/lunch/subscribe.html
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/reading-in-the-conglomerate-era-or-do-small-presses-even-exist/
https://almossawi.com/big-five-publishers/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelkramerbussel/2020/03/20/publisher-profile-how-nonprofit-the-feminist-press-operates
https://summerbrennan.substack.com/p/the-9-biggest-myths-about-nonfiction?s=w
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/12/11/opinion/culture/diversity-publishing-industry.html
https://electricliterature.com/yes-writing-is-a-job-even-if-it-doesnt-pay-well-b13bf4aa2e4e
https://electricliterature.com/everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-book-sales-but-were-afraid-to-ask-1fe6bc00aa2d
https://electricliterature.com/everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-book-sales-but-were-afraid-to-ask-1fe6bc00aa2d
https://www.vqronline.org/articles/what-business-literature
https://www.thebalance.com/the-big-five-trade-book-publishers-2800047
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/12/penguin-random-house-and-ss-deal-bad-democracy/617334/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/penguin-random-house-scraps-22-bln-deal-merge-with-simon-schuster-2022-11-21/
https://www.theawl.com/tag/publishing-school/
https://lithub.com/story-type/publishing/
https://themillions.com/2012/02/i-greet-you-in-the-middle-of-a-great-career-a-brief-history-of-blurbs.html
https://lithub.com/a-brief-history-of-seven-figure-book-advances/
https://publishingcrawl.com/p/all-about-auctions
https://www.firstdraftpod.com/
https://www.firstdraftpod.com/trackchanges
https://www.firstdraftpod.com/audio-episodes/2020/7/27/track-changes-inequality-in-publishing
https://www.firstdraftpod.com/audio-episodes/2020/7/27/track-changes-inequality-in-publishing
https://books.catapult.co/books/before-and-after-the-book-deal/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/14/how-can-we-pay-for-creativity-in-the-digital-age
https://smartbitchestrashybooks.com/2020/09/hold-on-ebooks-cost-how-much-the-inconvenient-truth-about-library-ecollections/?fbclid=IwAR0LLhVzW9T9YAY-ymyrSUjGbZu94Rb5WIahsxUb3SFykQBVrKV7-MBfwAU
https://smartbitchestrashybooks.com/2020/09/hold-on-ebooks-cost-how-much-the-inconvenient-truth-about-library-ecollections/?fbclid=IwAR0LLhVzW9T9YAY-ymyrSUjGbZu94Rb5WIahsxUb3SFykQBVrKV7-MBfwAU
https://lithub.com/the-unexpected-politics-of-book-cover-design
https://lithub.com/the-unexpected-politics-of-book-cover-design
https://open.lib.umn.edu/mediaandculture/
https://open.lib.umn.edu/mediaandculture/chapter/3-2-history-of-books/
https://open.lib.umn.edu/mediaandculture/chapter/3-5-current-publishing-trends/
https://open-book.ca/Columnists/The-work-of-an-editor-at-Coach-House-Books
https://www.reddit.com/r/writing/comments/1aqri9/i_am_a_professional_book_editor_ama_live_ama_at/
https://www.vqronline.org/articles/what-business-literature
https://andyrossagency.wordpress.com/2017/10/11/peter-ginna-on-the-work-of-the-book-editor/
https://press.uchicago.edu/dam/ucp/books/pdf/course_intro/978-0-226-29997-6_course_intro.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/23/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-adam-moss.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2025/09/01/the-history-of-the-new-yorkers-vaunted-fact-checking-department


WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS WITH PUBLISHING? 
●​ Chris Jackson’s “‘Diversity in Publishing’ Doesn’t Exist—But Here’s How it Can” (LitHub) 
●​ Daniel José Older’s “Diversity Is Not Enough: Race, Power, Publishing” (BuzzFeed, from 2014 but still 

relevant) 
●​ Marie Myung-Ok Lee’s “We Need to Destroy the Blurbing Industrial Complex” (The Millions) 
●​ More evidence for racist discrepancy in advances: #PublishingPaidMe Takes Twitter With Roxane Gay, 

Authors (New York/Vulture); #PUBLISHINGPAIDME spreadsheet here (google docs).  
●​ Laura B. McGrath’s “Comping White” (LARB) - uses computational analysis to show publishing 

industry’s racist use of comp title data. 
●​ Kavita Das’ “Writers Shouldn’t Romanticize Rejection” (The Atlantic) 
●​ Why Does Goodreads Have a Problem with Fiction by Women, About Women? 
●​ What are “Pay to Submit” scams? 
●​ Becky Tuch’s “Showcase Magazine, Ephemera, C & R Press, Steel Toe Books, Fjords Review, PANK 

Magazine, American Poetry Journal...oh my?” (2023) 
●​ Oh, no, ChatGPT exists! (2023) 
●​ NYT: “Science Fiction Magazines Battle a Flood of Chatbot-Generated Stories”  
●​ Neil Clarke, editor of Clarkesworld: “A Concerning Trend” (2023) 

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE PUBLISHING WORLD? 
●​ Literary Magazines 
●​ Agents 
●​ Contests 
●​ Publishers 
●​ Editorial 
●​ Design 
●​ Marketing & Publicity 
●​ Foreign Rights 
●​ Legal 
●​ Booksellers 

○​ Running a Queer Bookstore: Violet Valley in Conversation with Charis Books 
●​ Reviewers 
●​ Book Clubs 
●​ Course Adoptions 
●​ BookTok 

○​ Leigh Stein’s “BookTok is Good, Actually: On the Undersung Joys of a Vast and Multifarious 
Platform” (2023) at LitHub 

HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT WE KNOW? 
●​ Who’s reviewing? “The Secret World of Amazon’s Power Reviewers (NYT, Jan 2019) 
●​ What is “co-op money”? “All About Co-op” (from writer & former agent Nathan Bransford, 2010) 

SMALL PRESS PUBLISHING - WHAT IS IT? HOW DOES IT WORK? 

History of the Small Press  
●​ Matvei Yankelevich’s four-part history (published in Harriet, the Poetry Foundation’s blog):  

○​ 1: “Power to the people's mimeo machines!' or the Politicization of Small Press Aesthetics” 
○​ 2: "Autonomy's Compromise and the Professionalization of the Small Press"  
○​ 3: "The New Normal: How We Gave Up the Small Press"  
○​ 4: "'Fervent and Utopian': Small Press at a Crossroads." 

Interviews with publishers & literary curators:  
●​ Book Brilliance & Collaborative Love: Alexis Pauline Gumbs on continuing the legacy of Kitchen Table: 

Women of Color Press 
●​ Nathan Scott McNamara’s “It Just Made Perfect Sense: Dorothy, a Publishing Project” in LARB (link) 

https://lithub.com/diversity-in-publishing-doesnt-exist-but-heres-how-it-can/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/danieljoseolder/diversity-is-not-enough
https://themillions.com/2018/11/we-need-to-destroy-the-blurbing-industrial-complex.html
https://www.vulture.com/2020/06/publishingpaidme-takes-twitter-with-roxane-gay-other-authors.html
https://www.vulture.com/2020/06/publishingpaidme-takes-twitter-with-roxane-gay-other-authors.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Xsx6rKJtafa8f_prlYYD3zRxaXYVDaPXbasvt_iA2vA/edit#gid=1798364047
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/comping-white
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2015/11/why-the-literary-world-shouldnt-romanticize-rejection/414229/
https://lithub.com/why-does-goodreads-have-a-problem-with-fiction-by-women-about-women/
https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/showcase-magazine-ephemera-c-and?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/showcase-magazine-ephemera-c-and?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/23/technology/clarkesworld-submissions-ai-sci-fi.html
http://neil-clarke.com/a-concerning-trend/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-O5qrGD3RQ
https://lithub.com/booktok-is-good-actually-on-the-undersung-joys-of-a-vast-and-multifarious-platform/
https://lithub.com/booktok-is-good-actually-on-the-undersung-joys-of-a-vast-and-multifarious-platform/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/26/style/amazon-reviews-vine.html?action=click&module=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage
https://blog.nathanbransford.com/2010/03/all-about-co-op
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2020/02/power-to-the-peoples-mimeo-machines-or-the-politicization-of-small-press-aesthetics
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2020/02/autonomys-compromise-and-the-professionalization-of-the-small-press
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2020/02/the-new-normal-how-we-gave-up-the-small-press
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2020/02/fervent-and-utopian-small-press-at-a-crossroads
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2012/06/alexis-pauline-gumbs-talks-about-kitchen-table-women-of-color-press
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2012/06/alexis-pauline-gumbs-talks-about-kitchen-table-women-of-color-press
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/just-made-perfect-sense-dorothy-publishing-project/


●​ Dora Malech’s “Present in Process: An Interview with Caryl Pagel” at the Kenyon Review (link) 
●​ Rachel Kramer Bussel’s Publisher Profile: How Three Rooms Press Operates at forbes.com (link) 
●​ In the Midst of All This Magic: An Interview with jubilat's Caryl Pagel (link) - on shuttering a literary 

magazine. 
●​ “A Literary Scene Where Parties Are Part of the Agenda” - feature on trans small press Little Puss in 

NYT (2022) 
●​ More Stories, More Voices: On the Importance of the Small(ish) Book Publisher (2024) 

SELF-PUBLISHING 
●​ Resources for Writing Associations and Organizations - Alliance of Independent Authors 

MAKING THE SAUSAGE: AWARDS, PR, ETC 
●​ Lincoln Michel’s "Some Words about Awards” (2023) 
●​ On Poets and Prizes / Juliana Spahr and Stephanie Young - ASAP/J (2020) 
●​ Fuck the Poetry Police: On the Index of Major Literary Prizes in the United States (2023) 

LITERARY LIFE IN THE POLYCRISIS (2025) 
●​ Charlie Jane Anders’ How To Be A Resilient Writer 2025 (newsletter) 

LITERARY LIFE IN THE TIME OF AI (2025) 
●​ Ted Chiang’s Why A.I. Isn’t Going to Make Art | The New Yorker (2024) - pdf tk 
●​ Benj Edwards’ Scientists...hoarded pre-nuclear steel; now we’re hoarding pre-AI content (2025)  
●​ Hua Hsu’s What Happens After A.I. Destroys College Writing? | The New Yorker (2025)  - pdf tk 
●​ Interview with Ezra Klein: AI Research Feels Smart … Until It Isn’t (2025) 
●​ Take this quiz! Can you tell which script was written by AI? - Los Angeles Times (2023, still relevant) 

LITERARY LIFE IN THE TIME OF COVID (2020) 
●​ Inside the Book Industry's Battle to Stay Afloat During the COVID-19 Crisis (Esquire) 
●​ Charlie Jane Anders’ Never Say You Can’t Survive: How To Get Through Hard Times By Making Up 

Stories  
●​ PW’s Social Justice Resources for the Book Business 

MFA? NYC? POC? 
●​ Alexander Chee's "My Parade" (from MFA v. NYC) 
●​ Alexander Chee’s “Am I Ready For The MFA?” (12/2020) 
●​ Junot Díaz’s “MFA vs. POC”  
●​ "27 Writers on Whether or Not to Get Your MFA" (2014) 
●​ "MFA v. NYC" (from n+1, 2010) 
●​ half of the book for free here  
●​ Generally useful response to the question “should I go to grad school?” from sociologist Daniel 

Laurison (from 2017) 
●​ Excellent MFA resource from the students & faculty at Grand Valley State University  
●​ Sabina Murray & Ocean Vuong’s “How Can We Make the MFA Workshop More Hospitable to Writers of 

Color?” in LitHub 
●​ Alison Stine’s “I Am Partially Deaf and I Write to Be Heard” at Catapult 
●​ Aisha Sabatini Sloan’s “The Dangerous Lure of Writing For White Readers in an MFA” in LitHub 

MFA!  
●​ The Poets & Writers 2025 Guide to MFA Programs (2025) 
●​ List of Fully Funded Programs (updated April 2025) 
●​ Excellent guide prepared by Lazuli Lui & Acie Clark (link) 
●​ Julie Cira’s sample spreadsheet for applying specifically to CNF programs (link) 
●​ AWP’s roundup of Campus Visit videos (2020) 

https://www.kenyonreview.org/2018/08/present-in-process-an-interview-with-caryl-pagel/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelkramerbussel/2020/05/14/publisher-profile-how-three-rooms-press-operates/#7ffc8a5939d4
https://poetrysociety.org/features/interviews/in-the-midst-of-all-this-magic-an-interview-with-jubilats-caryl-pagel
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/27/style/littlepuss-press-literary-parties.html
https://lithub.com/more-stories-more-voices-on-the-importance-of-the-smallish-book-publisher/
https://www.allianceindependentauthors.org/resources/
https://countercraft.substack.com/p/some-words-about-awards?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://asapjournal.com/on-poets-and-prizes-juliana-spahr-and-stephanie-young/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/fuck-the-poetry-police-on-the-index-of-major-literary-prizes-in-the-united-states/
https://buttondown.com/charliejane/archive/how-to-be-a-resilient-writer/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/the-weekend-essay/why-ai-isnt-going-to-make-art
https://arstechnica.com/ai/2025/06/why-one-man-is-archiving-human-made-content-from-before-the-ai-explosion/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=dhfacebook&utm_content=null
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2025/07/07/the-end-of-the-english-paper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_WCaFmQaIw&ab_channel=DavidPerell
https://www.latimes.com/projects/writers-strike-deal-ai/
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/books/a32378660/book-industry-authors-surviving-coronavirus/
https://www.tor.com/2020/05/12/never-say-you-cant-survive-how-to-get-through-hard-times-by-making-up-stories/
https://www.tor.com/2020/05/12/never-say-you-cant-survive-how-to-get-through-hard-times-by-making-up-stories/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/publisher-news/article/83481-social-justice-resources-for-the-book-business.html?fbclid=IwAR0LU0YLHDjNUX0XiMbyJYsZ8VCodeMWF--vRGVdTVAk63eoXAennoTtokQ
https://www.buzzfeed.com/alexanderchee/my-parade?utm_term=.owr1Mq2xD#.hfda96dOG
https://alexanderchee.medium.com/am-i-ready-for-the-mfa-a997a4d98cc6
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/mfa-vs-poc
http://flavorwire.com/476264/27-writers-on-whether-or-not-to-get-your-mfa
https://nplusonemag.com/issue-10/the-intellectual-situation/mfa-vs-nyc/
http://fictionadvocate.com/2014/02/18/mfa-vs-nyc-the-free-stuff/
https://daniellaurison.com/should-you-go-to-grad-school/
https://daniellaurison.com/should-you-go-to-grad-school/
http://gradschools.pbworks.com/w/page/20998356/FrontPage?fbclid=IwAR1UoYGGuz7zmewoDdHetUSw6FBqTD1tKUXfdlGxbu-L-BQ_kkK99Yud-i0
https://lithub.com/how-can-we-make-the-mfa-workshop-more-hospitable-to-writers-of-color/
https://lithub.com/how-can-we-make-the-mfa-workshop-more-hospitable-to-writers-of-color/
https://catapult.co/stories/i-am-partially-deaf-and-i-write-to-be-heard-disability-writing-alison-stine
https://lithub.com/the-dangerous-lure-of-writing-for-white-readers-in-an-mfa/
https://www.pw.org/files/premium/2025_mfa_guide.pdf
https://www.profellow.com/fellowships/fully-funded-mfa-programs-in-creative-writing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L5uVNKTNcsTJfN6dVOgh6MJFgH-uZjZ110qxjMXCf2w/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EVCNvB0GPIQr-pRQWWn47VJ5Pcsip2gRKdP-GKVcp3M/edit#gid=0
https://www.awpwriter.org/guide/campus_videos


●​ Jeremiah Karass’s Fee Waivers for MFA Programs list (2022) 
●​ Carmen Maria Machado’s “On Writing and the Business of Writing” (2022) 

SAMPLE APPLICATION MATERIALS [needs updating in AI era] 
●​ Cady Vishniac’s “How I Wrote My Statement of Purpose” (link via Wayback Machine) 
●​ Rachel Heng’s advice for applicants: “On Applying” (link via Wayback Machine)  
●​ Admissions essays: Statements of purpose & personal statements 
●​ A Guy Who May Have Read Your MFA Application Speaks (2014) - old but useful 
●​ Dave Madden’s How Not to Write a SOP for MFA School (2016) (link via Wayback Machine)  
●​ Brandon Taylor’s “A Close Read of My MFA Statement” (2023) 

MFA FOR GENRE WRITERS? 
●​ Clarion West Writers Workshop - the top program for most genre SFF writers, not an MFA but 

career-making. 
●​ “Speculative fiction writing workshops – a list” (2018 roundup from Kelly Robson’s blog) 
●​ “Genre Fiction in University Writing Programs” (2016 roundup with some resources) 
●​ “The Ultimate Genre MFA” (2015 post from Michael Underwood’s blog) 
●​ “Which Schools Should You Apply To?”  (2012 post from Naomi Kanakia’s blog, faculty info largely out 

of date but still interesting VIA the Wayback Machine) 
 
MFA 2020 - CURRENT THOUGHTS ABOUT GRAD PROGRAMS**needs updating** 

●​ Informative: MFA Programs in the Time of COVID-19 (Poets & Writers, Sept/Oct 2020) 
●​ Scary: More Doctoral Programs Suspend Admissions. That Could Have Lasting Effects on Graduate 

Education. (Chronicle of Higher Education 2020) 
●​ Also scary, sorry: The Humanities After Covid-19 (Chronicle of Higher Education 2020) 

CONTEXT  
●​ 2018 - “What we wish was made explicit to us early on in grad school” (link) 
●​ 2020 - “The Bleak Job Landscape of Adjunctopia for Ph.D.s” (link) 

PUBLISHING INTERNSHIPS (listing is not endorsement!) 
●​ We Need Diverse Books Internship Grant Program 
●​ Big Five Publishing Companies 

○​ Internships – Penguin RandomHouse 
○​ 2023 Summer Internship: Editorial at Penguin Random House 
○​ 2023 Summer Remote Internship: Subsidiary Rights  
○​ Internships at Simon & Schuster 
○​ Careers Internships – HarperCollins 
○​ Join Our Team - Macmillan 
○​ Hot tip: Tor.com - apply above and ask to be placed at Tor! 
○​ Hachette Book Group Careers 
○​ 2023 info 

●​ Independent Press 
○​ Apprenticeship — Feminist Press 
○​ Graywolf Press internship 2023 
○​ Norton Internships | W. W. Norton & Company 
○​ Internships & Volunteer Opportunites - Copper Canyon Press 

●​ Literary Agencies 
○​ Janklow & Nesbit (2022) 
○​ Writers House (MHC students have done this one, ask CDC) 
○​ CAA 
○​ United Talent Agency 
○​ Curtis Brown 
○​ ICM 
○​ Massie & McQuilkin Literary 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m0buzml7e9lWCLmgWVrviiiEnBsdKDkkLJFOMZG2AW4/edit
https://carmenmariamachado.substack.com/p/on-writing-and-the-business-of-writing
https://web.archive.org/web/20151029134715/https://themfayears.com/2015/10/28/how-i-wrote-my-statement-of-purpose/
http://web.archive.org/web/20220629132555/https://readtheworkshop.com/2017/10/24/on-applying/
https://thegraduatewritingguy.com/admissions-essays/
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/education-oronte-churm/guy-who-may-have-read-your-mfa-application-speaks
https://web.archive.org/web/20240720055140/https://www.davemadden.org/2016/10/how-not-to-write-a-statement-of-purpose-for-mfa-school/
https://open.substack.com/pub/blgtylr/p/a-close-read-of-my-mfa-statement?r=2nk0z&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://www.clarionwest.org/
https://kellyrobson.com/speculative-fiction-writing-workshops-a-list/
https://the-artifice.com/genre-fiction-university-writing-programs/
http://michaelrunderwood.com/2015/03/02/the-ultimate-genre-mfa/
http://web.archive.org/web/20230206202025/https://thewaronloneliness.com/2012/04/04/which-schools-should-you-apply-to/
https://www.magzter.com/article/Art/Poets-Writers-Magazine/MFA-Programs-in-the-Time-of-COVID-19
https://www.chronicle.com/article/more-doctoral-programs-suspend-admissions-that-could-have-lasting-effects-on-graduate-education
https://www.chronicle.com/article/more-doctoral-programs-suspend-admissions-that-could-have-lasting-effects-on-graduate-education
https://www.chronicle.com/article/the-humanities-after-covid-19
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hZTMUGA6e2BFMbezRoASUL_giQjjhESqcGXjfD9Ow8A/edit
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/upshot/academic-job-crisis-phd.html
https://diversebooks.org/programs/internship-grants/
https://careers.penguinrandomhouse.com/internships/
https://www.mediabistro.com/jobs/randomhouse/job/219058-2023-summer-internship-editorial?utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_medium=organic
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=c0dc2cb853717248&utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_medium=organic
https://about.simonandschuster.biz/internships-at-simon-schuster/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/careers-internships
https://us.macmillan.com/careers/
https://jobs.jobvite.com/hachette-book-group/jobs
https://jobs.jobvite.com/careers/hachette-book-group/job/oiF5lfw7?__jvst=Job+Board&__jvsd=TheMuse
https://www.feministpress.org/apprenticeship
https://www.pw.org/job_listing/2023_graywolf_press_internships?utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_medium=organic
https://wwnorton.com/careers/norton-internships
https://www.coppercanyonpress.org/get-involved/internships-volunteer-opportunites/
https://www.janklowandnesbit.com/news/2022/march/jna-summer-internship
http://www.writershouse.com/internship-program
https://www.caa.com/careers/internships
https://www.unitedtalent.com/careers/
https://www.curtisbrown.co.uk/page/internships-at-curtis-brown
https://icminc.com/internships/
https://www.mmqlit.com/contact/


○​ William Morris 
●​ Writing Adjacent Nonprofits  

○​ Modern Language Association Internships  
○​ Library of Congress AFC Folklife Internship 2023 
○​ National Geographic Society Internships  

PUBLISHING & LITERARY WORLD JOBS 
●​ Job Board | Publishers Marketplace 
●​ Publishers Weekly 
●​ Indeed 
●​ Bookjobs.com 
●​ Mediabistro: The #1 Media & Creative Job Board 
●​ Poets & Writers Jobs for Writers 
●​ Job Listings | Shelf Awareness 
●​ Upskilling for Underrepresented Publishing Hopefuls (not vetted yet! 4/24) 
●​ University Presses Job List: AUPresses Jobs (very cool list, national!) 

 
NYC houses (incomplete list but a place to start) 

●​ Penguin Random House |Publishing and Corporate jobs 
●​ Careers at Simon & Schuster 
●​ Join Our Team - Macmillan Publishers 
●​ Careers | Hachette Book Group 
●​ HarperCollins Publishers 
●​ WW Norton 
●​ Feminist Press at CUNY 
●​ Oxford UP 
●​ Cambridge UP 
●​ NYU Press 
●​ Columbia UP 
●​ Fordham UP 

Boston houses:  
●​ Candlewick - Careers 
●​ Jobs and Internships at Beacon Press 
●​ MIT Press 
●​ Harvard UP 
●​ Boston Review 

Other cities:  
●​ Search for university presses, literary agencies, independent publishing houses, and literary 

magazines.  

PUBLISHING JOBS - updated 12/12/22 
●​ Jobs | Academy of American Poets 
●​ Poets & Writers joblist 
●​ Words of Mouth (newsletter) 
●​ Media Bistro 
●​ Chronicle of Higher Ed and Inside Higher Ed (academic-adjacent jobs) 
●​ New York Foundation for the Arts Job Board  
●​ Idealist.org 
●​ American Society of Magazine Editors Media Job Board 
●​ Publishers Lunch Job Board 

APPLYING FOR GRANTS & RESIDENCIES 
●​ Frontier Poetry’s “Grants and Awards: A Primer”  

LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS 
●​ The Academy of American Poetry 

https://www.wmeagency.com/careers/
https://www.mla.org/About-Us/Employment
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/703697200
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/careers/internships/
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/jobs/
https://jobzone.publishersweekly.com/
https://www.indeed.com/q-book-publishing-l-new-york,-ny-jobs.html?vjk=0246b429193235c5
http://www.bookjobs.com/
https://www.mediabistro.com/jobs
https://www.pw.org/joblistings
https://www.shelf-awareness.com/jobboard
https://www.thepublishingpost.com/post/upskilling-for-underrepresented-publishing-hopefuls
https://jobs.up.hcommons.org/
https://jobsearch.createyourowncareer.com/PRH_US/go/PRH_US_Publishing_and_Corporate/9050001/?locale=en_US
https://about.simonandschuster.biz/careers-at-simon-schuster/
https://us.macmillan.com/careers/
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/about/careers/
https://careers-harpercollins.icims.com/jobs/intro
https://wwnorton.com/careers/current-openings
https://www.feministpress.org/jobs
https://global.oup.com/jobs/
https://www.candlewick.com/about_careers.asp
https://www.beacon.org/Assets/ClientPages/Openings.aspx
https://mitpress.mit.edu/jobs/
https://www.bostonreview.net/about/jobs-and-internships/
https://poets.org/jobs
https://www.pw.org/joblistings
https://www.wordsofmouth.org/
https://www.mediabistro.com
https://jobs.chronicle.com/jobs/jobs-outside-academe/#browsing
https://careers.insidehighered.com/
https://www.nyfa.org/jobs/
https://idealist.org/
https://www.asme.media/job-board1
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/jobs/
https://www.frontierpoetry.com/2019/04/10/grants-and-awards-a-primer/
https://poets.org/academy-american-poets
https://www.poets.org/


●​ The Asian American Writers’ Workshop (Asian American writers-all genres!) 
●​ CantoMundo (Latinx poets) - not sure what’s going on with this organization 2/23 
●​ Cave Canem (Black poets) 
●​ The Center for Fiction 
●​ Kundiman (Asian American writers) 
●​ Lambda Literary (LGBTQ+) 
●​ Macondo Writers  
●​ POC Zine Project 
●​ The Poetry Foundation 
●​ Poetry Society of America 
●​ VIDA: Women in Literary Arts “non-profit feminist organization committed to creating transparency 

around the lack of gender parity in the literary landscape and to amplifying historically-marginalized 
voices, including people of color; writers with disabilities; and queer, trans and gender nonconforming 
individuals." 

●​ Vona/Voices (multigenre workshops for writers of color) 

RESIDENCIES & FELLOWSHIPS - updated 8/2025 
●​ Asian American Writers’ Workshop - for Asian American writers, multi-genre 

○​ Open City Editorial Fellowship  
○​ The Margins Fellowship 
○​ The AAWW Fellowships for Emerging Asian American Writers in New York 

●​ CantoMundo Retreat - for Latinx poets (possibly on hiatus) 
●​ Cave Canem - for African American poets 
●​ Kundiman Retreat - for Asian American writers, multi-genre 
●​ Lambda Literary Emerging Writers' Retreat - for LGBTQIA+ writers, multi-genre 
●​ Fine Arts Work Center - 9 month residencies for emerging writers & artists, multi-genre 
●​ VoNA - Voices of Our Nation - for BIPOC writers, multi-genre 

WRITING CONFERENCES - updated 8/2025 
●​ &Now Festival - innovation biennial writing festival, possibly on hiatus as of 8/25 
●​ AWP - annual writers’ conference for people who are in the creative writing industrial complex 
●​ ReaderCon - annual conference on “imaginative literature,” held in MA every summer.  
●​ WisCon - annual Feminist SFF conference, held in Madison WI every May. 

MORE RESOURCES 
●​ NewPages - listings! 
●​ Poets & Writers - magazine for writers, lots of great listings and articles 
●​ Publishers Weekly - learn about the exciting world of New York publishing! 

“THE WRITING LIFE” 
●​ A solid breakdown of the economics of writing: Concepción de León’s “Does it Pay to Be a Writer?” 

(NYT, Jan. 2019) 
●​ Rosalie Knecht’s “Let’s Talk About the Fantasy of the Writer’s Lifestyle” (LitHub, Jan 2018) 
●​ A small thought about attention: Cal Newport’s “A Productivity Lesson from a Classic Arcade Game” 

“THE WRITING LIFE” HOW TOs 
●​ How to give a good reading: Vivek Shraya’s “How to Give Good Read” at Open Book 

IN PERSON WRITING CLASSES & WORKSHOPS - updated 5/01/22 
Most of these now also have online aspects, but if you are moving to a city & looking for community here are 
some options: 
 

●​ Boston, MA: Grub Street (multi-genre) 
●​ Chicago: StoryStudio (multi-genre) 

http://aaww.org/
http://aaww.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cantomundo/?hl=en
http://www.cavecanempoets.org/
http://www.centerforfiction.org/
http://kundiman.org/
http://lambdaliterary.org/
http://macondowriters.com/
http://poczineproject.tumblr.com/
http://poetryfoundation.org/
http://www.poetrysociety.org
http://www.poetrysociety.org/psa/
http://vidaweb.org/
https://www.vonavoices.org/
http://www.aaww.org/fellowships/
https://aaww.org/fellowships/open-city/
https://aaww.org/fellowships/margins/
http://www.aaww.org/fellowships/
http://www.cantomundo.org/retreat
http://cavecanempoets.org
http://kundiman.org/retreat/
https://lambdaliterary.org/emerging-writers-retreat/
https://fawc.org/the-fellowship/
https://www.vonavoices.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%26NOW_Festival
https://www.awpwriter.org/
http://www.readercon.org/
http://wiscon.net/
https://www.newpages.com/
https://www.pw.org/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/home/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/05/books/authors-pay-writer.html?em_pos=medium&emc=edit_sl_20190114&nl=smarter-living&nl_art=5&nlid=43326685emc%3Dedit_sl_20190114&ref=headline&te=1
https://lithub.com/lets-talk-about-the-fantasy-of-the-writers-life/
http://calnewport.com/blog/2016/09/06/a-productivity-lesson-from-a-classic-arcade-game/
https://open-book.ca/Columnists/How-to-Give-Good-Read
https://grubstreet.org
https://www.storystudiochicago.org/


●​ NYC: Kundiman workshops & events (poetry) 
●​ NYC: The Poetry Project (poetry) 
●​ NYC: Center for Fiction workshops (fiction) 
●​ Provincetown, MA: Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center (multi-genre) 
●​ Seattle: Hugo House (multi-genre) 
●​ Twin Cities: The Loft Literary Center (multi-genre) 
●​ Western Mass: Juniper Summer Institute (multi-genre) 
●​ Western Mass: Pioneer Valley Writers' Workshop (multi-genre) 
●​ Western Mass: Writers in Progress (multi-genre) 
●​ Western Mass: Threshold Academy (multi-genre) 

ONLINE WRITING WORKSHOPS - ORGANIZATIONS - updated 5/01/22 
Note: If you don’t see information about scholarships, you can always email and ask! 
 

●​ 24 Pearl Street (Fine Arts Work Center online) (multi-genre)  
●​ Catapult writing classes (multi-genre)  
●​ Cave Canem workshops (poetry) - for poets of color 
●​ Grub Street (multi-genre) 
●​ Hugo House (multi-genre) 
●​ International Writing Program at U Iowa (free MOOCs, mostly for self-directed study)  
●​ Kundiman (multi-genre)  
●​ Lighthouse Writers (multi-genre) 
●​ Literary Kitchen 
●​ LitReactor (online) 
●​ The Loft Literary Center (multi-genre) 
●​ Lost in the Letters (free?) 
●​ The Operating System   
●​ Oral History Summer School (oral history, deep listening) 
●​ Poets’ House (poetry) 
●​ Sackett Street Workshops (multi-genre) 
●​ Shipman Agency Work Room (multi-genre) 
●​ The Writers’ Grotto SF  (multi-genre) 

ONLINE WRITING WORKSHOPS FOR KIDS / TEENS - updated 5/01/22 
●​ The Common Young Writers Program (new-ish) 
●​ Juniper Younger Writers (multi-genre, very established) 

LIT WORLD MEME ACCOUNTS: - all somewhat slow as of 8/25 but can be a good source of intel 
●​ publishers brunch 🥂 (@publishersbrunch)  
●​ Sad Book Memes (@sadbookmemes) 
●​ Literary Thicction (@literary_thicction)  
●​ Taylor Swift as Books (@taylorswift_as_books) 

RECOMMENDED LIT WORLD NEWSLETTERS:- updated 1/24 
●​ Malinda Lo’s Lo & Behold (SFF, YA fiction, publishing, lesbian stuff) 
●​ Courtney Maum’s Before & After the Book Deal | Substack 
●​ Lincoln Michel's Counter Craft | Substack (writing, publishing - primarily literary fiction) 
●​ JD Scott’s Miscellaneous Wonders | Substack (writing & publishing advice) 
●​ DongWon Song’s Publishing is Hard (trans literary agent’s thoughts on publishing) 
●​ Dennis James Sweeney's Write What You Want | Substack 
●​ Becky Tuch’s Lit Mag News | Substack 

RECOMMENDED WRITER NEWSLETTERS:- updated 1/24 
●​ Alexander Chee's The Querent | Substack 

http://kundiman.org/readings-and-workshops/
http://poetryproject.org/learning
http://www.centerforfiction.org/forwriters/nyc-writing-workshops/
https://fawc.org/2022-summer-workshops/
https://hugohouse.org/
https://loft.org/classes/about-classes
https://www.umass.edu/juniperinstitute/#/
https://www.pioneervalleywriters.org/
https://writersinprogress.com/
https://www.zoetuck.com/threshold-academy
https://fawc.org/24-pearl-street-program/
https://catapult.co/classes
https://cavecanempoets.org/workshops/
https://grubstreet.org
https://hugohouse.org/classes/course-catalog/
https://iwp.uiowa.edu/iwp-courses/distance-learning-courses/moocs
https://www.kundiman.org/online-classes
https://www.lighthousewriters.org/
http://literarykitchen.net/
https://litreactor.com
https://loft.org/classes/about-classes
http://www.lostintheletters.org/workshops
http://www.theoperatingsystem.org/open-resource-library/
https://www.oralhistorysummerschool.com/#/workshops/
https://poetshouse.org/programs-events/workshops-and-classes/upcoming-classes/
http://www.sackettworkshop.com/writing/schedule/
https://www.theshipmanagency.com/theworkroom
https://www.sfgrotto.org/classes-at-the-grotto/upcoming-classes-at-the-grotto/
https://www.thecommononline.org/the-common-young-writers-program/
https://www.umass.edu/juniperyoungwriters/online-programs
https://www.instagram.com/publishersbrunch/
https://www.instagram.com/sadbookmemes
https://www.instagram.com/literary_thicction/
https://www.instagram.com/taylorswift_as_books/
https://www.malindalo.com/newsletter
https://courtneymaum.substack.com
https://countercraft.substack.com/
https://jdscott.substack.com/
https://www.publishingishard.com/
https://dennisjamessweeney.substack.com/
https://litmagnews.substack.com/
https://querent.substack.com/


●​ Callum Angus' Sex Weather Climate Death | Substack 
●​ Carmen Maria Machado | Substack 
●​ Catherine Lacey's Untitled Thought Project | Substack 
●​ Charlie Jane Anders’ Happy Dancing (SFF, YA fiction, publishing, trans stuff) 
●​ Close (UK focused, “intimacy, intimate lives, bodies and objects”) 
●​ The Friend’s A Poet’s Notebook (commonplace book–really something special)  
●​ Garth Greenwell’s To a Green Thought | Substack  
●​ Lucy Biederman's The Boredom & the Horror & the Glory (Ohio, literary publishing) 
●​ Megan Milks's Name Dropping | Substack (gossip, trans stuff, lit world) 
●​ Margaret Killjoy | Substack 
●​ Yanyi’s The Reading (writing advice and community - on hiatus, archives are useful!) 
●​ Zoe Tuck | Substack (poetry, trans stuff, Western Mass) 

https://sexweatherclimatedeath.substack.com/
https://carmenmariamachado.substack.com/
https://catherinelacey.substack.com/
https://buttondown.email/charliejane
https://tinyletter.com/close
https://apoetsnotebook.substack.com/
https://garthgreenwell.substack.com/
https://lucydiamondb.substack.com/
https://meganmilks.substack.com
https://margaretkilljoy.substack.com/
https://reading.yanyiii.com
https://zoetuck.substack.com/

	PUBLISHING & LIT WORLD RESOURCES FOR WRITERS 
	SUBMITTING YOUR WORK 
	WHY 
	WHERE 
	HOW 
	REJECTION 

	THE STATE(S) OF PUBLISHING 
	NEWSLETTERS 
	HOW DOES PUBLISHING WORK? 
	WHAT DOES AN EDITOR DO?  
	WHAT DOES A FACT-CHECKER DO?  
	WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS WITH PUBLISHING? 
	WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE PUBLISHING WORLD? 
	HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT WE KNOW? 

	SMALL PRESS PUBLISHING - WHAT IS IT? HOW DOES IT WORK? 
	History of the Small Press  
	Interviews with publishers & literary curators:  

	SELF-PUBLISHING 
	MAKING THE SAUSAGE: AWARDS, PR, ETC 
	LITERARY LIFE IN THE POLYCRISIS (2025) 
	LITERARY LIFE IN THE TIME OF AI (2025) 
	LITERARY LIFE IN THE TIME OF COVID (2020) 
	MFA? NYC? POC? 
	MFA!  
	SAMPLE APPLICATION MATERIALS [needs updating in AI era] 
	MFA FOR GENRE WRITERS? 
	CONTEXT  
	PUBLISHING INTERNSHIPS (listing is not endorsement!) 
	PUBLISHING & LITERARY WORLD JOBS 
	PUBLISHING JOBS - updated 12/12/22 
	APPLYING FOR GRANTS & RESIDENCIES 
	LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS 
	RESIDENCIES & FELLOWSHIPS - updated 8/2025 
	WRITING CONFERENCES - updated 8/2025 
	MORE RESOURCES 
	“THE WRITING LIFE” 
	“THE WRITING LIFE” HOW TOs 
	IN PERSON WRITING CLASSES & WORKSHOPS - updated 5/01/22 
	ONLINE WRITING WORKSHOPS - ORGANIZATIONS - updated 5/01/22 
	ONLINE WRITING WORKSHOPS FOR KIDS / TEENS - updated 5/01/22 
	LIT WORLD MEME ACCOUNTS: - all somewhat slow as of 8/25 but can be a good source of intel 
	RECOMMENDED LIT WORLD NEWSLETTERS:- updated 1/24 
	RECOMMENDED WRITER NEWSLETTERS:- updated 1/24 


