Lesson 11: Question Words

This lesson belongs to Japanese School Academy. Do not copy without permission and credit!

Link to the video lesson version: https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=viF GAzXdpqg0&t=13s

¢ Learning Goals

o

% Understand and use Japanese question words (where, what, who, when, how, why) in
various sentence structures.

% Familiarize yourself with the verbs &% % and L%, and understand their use in indicating

the existence of something in a location.

Learn to use the words Z®@, Z®, and &% ® correctly

o

R
¢

Where?

The direct translation of "Where" is £Z.

Formula
¢ Thing+ [ +&2 + T M
Where is the [thing]?

& Note: In Japanese you do not necessarily need a question mark, since h marks the
sentence as a question.

Examples
1. MMULIEEZTTH
Where is the bathroom?

2. BABFROMLEISRZEZTT M
[CIFATH2I3DLLLALSISRIEEZTT 1
Where is the beginner class of Japanese School?

Answer Formula
. Thing + [& + where itis + T3


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjFGAzXdpg0&t=13s

Examples

1. MULIEZ-BETT
The toilet is there

2. FMUIX2EE (I2hLN) TY
The toilet is on the second floor

? Question ?
Translate the following questions into Japanese AND answer them in Japanese!

1. Where are your parents? (you can leave “your” away in your translation)
2. Where is the mall? (tip, name a city)

Vocab

M (Y &£5LA) parents
E—)L mall

OAnswerQ

Highlight the area above to see the answer

»5 and L\3

Sometimes using this type of sentence causes confusion:

1. RIF2ETY,
WARIFZSZATY
The dog is a park.

If someone asks you the location, you can assume the sentence means the dog is in the park,
but without previous context it can sound like the dog is a park.



To specify we're talking about the existence of something in a location there are two verbs to
use.

% L% (LVET)- only using for animate things
% ®5 (HYET)- only used for inanimate things

& We use the particle 1= with L\% and &% to mark the location
& If you're saying something exists without specifying location you usually use h
«* Depending on context L\%/#% can mean "is" or "l have"

Formula
Place/object/person + [& + (location) + [ + L\&/H 5
Place/object/person + A + L\ 5/ 5

a= 4K

Examples
1. AEIZWVET
is in the park
(A dog is a living thing so uses L \3)

2. [ZhIZH D
is in the garden
(A ball is a non living thing so uses &%)

3. HYFET
There is

4. BRMNET
WESEMNNVET

| have a younger sister

? Question ?
Translate
1. MEEFEZIZHYET M

2. | have an entrance exam next month

Vocab
HZ48E(EL &M A)Library
% A (5ULMFD) next month



AZ (129 55HK) entrance
SER(LITA) exam

O Answer Q

Highlight the area above to see the answer

What?

The direct translation for "what" is Z&I<.

Formula
¢ Object + [ + ZATE H

& (2 TI H is incorrect

Examples
1. ThixTATT M
What is this?

2. COBEFFLGTATT N
ZOEMLIFEATT N
What is this candy?

D, ED, HD

In the previous example Z#1. and Z® were used both to mean “this” (close to speaker). 2
cannot come directly in front of a noun, and Z® has to come directly in front of a noun.
This rule also applies to the words Z#1/Z ® (“that” close to listener, far from speaker) and &4/
H D (“that” far from both speaker and listener).



For example:
» "OBEFTY iscorrect, but CNEEFTT is incorrect.
% “HIXKXTY is correct, but ZMDI(FXTT is incorrect.

& Z M and =M come in various forms to express different meanings and formalities. They are
a little bit too much to explain within this lesson, so you are asked to study it on your own time.
This blog by Nya-san explains it very well:
https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pXge LwLt
QuEYjBpdZNggENPPZQ7jo7kmJb

The grammar explained in this blog is part of the curriculum. Studying it will be part of
the homework for this week. Yes, it will be on the final exam.

sHNn

@/ @
& cn Th g

Speaker listener

? Question ?
Translate
1. HOB/WLFITT H
2. What do you do for a living? (What is your job)

Vocab

L (= ))high/tall
I (%5F))mountain
= (LT &)job/work

O Answer O


https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pXqe_LwLtQuEYjBpdZNqgENPPZQ7jo7kmJb
https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pXqe_LwLtQuEYjBpdZNqgENPPZQ7jo7kmJb

Highlight the space above to see the answer

Who?

The direct translation for who is # (1=1.) .

Formula
¢ Person+ (& + 741 + T H

Examples

1. HOANIFHETTH
Who is that person?

When?

The direct translation for when is LY D.

Formula
. Event+ (X + 0 D+ TIhH,
¢ Event+ [ + (VD + masu verb + H\,

Examples

1. &YlxLhocdm
FOYlFL DT H
When is the festival?

2. B]YlFxLhoigEYEITH
FOYIXWLWDIELEYET H
When does the festival start?

3. LRGN DEDLYETH
LyARolEWhvoEHYET M
When does the lesson end?



? Question ?

Translate
1. LWDEIANTEELEZD
2. WFEGRFEHETTH,

Vocab
17 (9°F) like (favourite)
FF (A L) singer

O Answer Q

Highlight the space above to see the answer

How?

There are a lot of ways of asking how in Japanese. The direct translation of how is £3. But for
the sake of this lesson, just imagine yourself as a tourist in Japan. You would only need the
most basic pattern to ask how.

Formula
. Subject+ [ + &5+ T H

L4

Examples

1. FTOHRIFESTTH
ZTDHERIEESITTH
How is that tea?

2. SWEFESAIKXESTTH
How is Mr. Saitama®?

3. EB(EFE®DD)D ESTLED
=110 ESTLEM
How was yesterday’s ?



Why?

The pattern to asking why varies but for the sake of this lesson, here is the most basic pattern.

Formula
. AT +sentence/ phrase + TY H/ETH

Examples

1. THATENFESAN WEIH
Why is Mr. Saitama ?

2. THATARIIN
A TARUED
Why the event

& Note: this lesson used many sentence structures with T3 for the W5H1 question words.
But they can also be used in sentences that express actions with actual verbs. You saw an
example of that above. The sentence structure when using a verb is the same as when using T
9, just replace T with a verb of your choice!

? Question ?
Translate the following questions into Japanese, then answer them in Japanese!

1. Where did you lose your pen?
2. Why do you like dogs?
3. What do you draw?

“You” does not need to be translated in any of those (it is implied).

Vocab

AR = pen

%<9 =to lose

Z(H )= to draw; to write



O Answer Q

Highlight the area above to see the answer

¢ Summary

RS
%

Where (&£ Z): Sentence structure is "Thing + [& + £Z + T3 H\". The answer uses the
structure "Thing + [& + where itis + TY™".

&5 and L\5: Verbs used to indicate the existence of something in a location. L5 is
used for living things, and % is used for non-living things.

What (% A): Sentence structure is "Object + & + ZLATT H".

_t, Th, H1: These words mean "this", "that (near the listener)", and "that (away
from both speaker and listener)" respectively. These cannot come directly in front of a
noun.

D, FD, H®D: These words mean "this", "that (near the listener)", and "that (away
from both speaker and listener)" respectively. These must come directly in front of a
noun.

Who (7=11): Sentence structure is "Person + [& + =11 + T H".

When (L)D): Sentence structure is "Event + [& + L3ND + T M " or "Event + [ + LV D +
masu verb + A"

How (& 5): Sentence structure is "Subject + (& + £S5 + TE H\".

Why (%A, T): Sentence structure is "% AT + sentence/ phrase + T3 H/ET H".

RS
%
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~ Homework

1. Read this blog:
<https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pX
ge_LwLtQuEYjBpdZNgqgENPPZQ7jo7kmJb>

2. Do this worksheet:
<https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLtJpfBRI6Evo0-8XuzT 1mfBIIwkZ2inFSsar2E9jt
Q/edit?usp=drivesdk>



https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pXqe_LwLtQuEYjBpdZNqgENPPZQ7jo7kmJb
https://aminoapps.com/c/japaneseschool/page/blog/kosoado-words-kosoadoyan-xie/pXqe_LwLtQuEYjBpdZNqgENPPZQ7jo7kmJb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLtJpfBRf6Evo0-8XuzT1mfB9lwkZ2inFSsar2E9jtQ/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLtJpfBRf6Evo0-8XuzT1mfB9lwkZ2inFSsar2E9jtQ/edit?usp=drivesdk

 Extra Resources

2
e

Tofugu Question Words in Depth:
<https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/question-words/>

Tofugu 5. LV5: <https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/iru-aru/>
Tofugu Ch. Eh. Hh. etc:
<https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/kore-sore-are-dore/>

Coto Academy Question Words Video: <https://youtu.be/5fr-qdEH2T8>

R 2
LR X4
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https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/question-words/
https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/iru-aru/
https://www.tofugu.com/japanese-grammar/kore-sore-are-dore/
https://youtu.be/5fr-qdEH2T8
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