COMMON IDIOMS IN IELTS SPEAKING

Common Idioms

Definitions

1. Once in a blue moon
A student will get a 9 in the IELTS writing
test once in a blue moon.

Happens very rarely — Hiém khi

2. Adrop in the ocean

Just learning idioms is a drop in the ocean
when it comes to preparing for the speaking
test.

A very small part of something much bigger
— M6t phan rat nhé

3. Back to the drawing board
| got 4.5 in reading! Oh well, back to the
drawing board.

When you attempted to do something but
failed and have to try again — C6 gang lam
gi nhung khéng co két qua va phai bat dau
lai

4.  Thein thing
The new iPhone is really the in thing at the
moment.

Something fashionable — Th&i trang

5.  Off the top of my head
Off the top of my head, I'd say about 2 or 3.

Saying something without thinking first —
Diéu dau tién nghi dén la

6. Find my feet
Moving to a new city was difficult as first,
but | soon found my feet.

to become comfortable doing something —
Thich nghi, lam quen vé&i

7. Ahot potato

Abortion and capital punishment are hot
potatoes in my country at the moment.
Nao pha thai va hinh phat x( t&¢ dang la
nhirng chl dé& gay nhiéu tranh cai & VN

A controversial topic — Chi dé néng, gay
nhiéu tranh cai

8. Miss the boat
| sent my application in late and | think |
missed the boat.

miss an opportunity — L& mat co hoi

9. Costan arm and a leg

really expensive — Rat dat dé




That luxurious necklace must cost an arm
and a leg.
Cai vong cb nhin co vé xa xi kia chac chan
la rat dat.

Common Idioms

Definitions

10. Over the moon
| was over the moon when | passed my
speaking test.

to be extremely pleased or happy — Hanh
phuc

12. A piece of cake

Getting a band 6 in the IELTS speaking test
will be a piece of cake.

Dat dwoc diém 6 trong IELTS Speaking kha
la dé dang.

very easy — Dé dang

13. Put all your eggs in one basket

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. You
should apply to lots of different universities
( Nén dang ki nhiéu trwong Dai hoc dé
giam thiéu rui ro, nh& dau trwot tredng nay
con co trwdng khac )

put all your money or effort into one thing —
Dé hét trirng vao 1 gid

14. Soul mate

My husband is not just my lover, he’s my
soul mate also.

Chdng cuia tdi khéng chi 1a nguwdi tinh, ma
con moét ngwdi ban tdm giao véi toi.

— someone Yyou trust very deeply — Ban tam
giao

15. Setin their ways

My parents are quite traditional and set in
their ways

B& me t6i cuc truyén thdng va luén khé
thay déi tw twéng cla ho.

— not wanting to change — Truyén théng,
kho thay ddi tw twéng

16. Jumping the gun

- Lam diéu gi d6 qué néng voi




You are taking your IELTS test next week?
Aren’t you jumping the gun. You’ve only just
started studying.

May thi IELTS thang t&i a, c6 voi qua
khéng. May viva maéi hoc IELTS ma?

17. Actions speak louder than words

We have to actually do something about
global warming. Actions speak louder than
words.

Chung ta nén lam diéu gi d6 hon 1a ngdi
day va chi néi khéng vé hién twong néng
lén cla khi hau toan ciu.

- Nén hanh ddng hon la noi subng

18. | have just bumped into Jenny in town.

It's a small world

Trai dat that tron. Té vira méi gép Jenny &

trong thi tran.

Meeting someone you would not have

expected to - Thé gidi that bé nhé
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19. | have to bite my tongue so | don’t say what
| really think of him!

T& phai nhin miéng day, t& khéng mudn ndi

nhirng suy nghi thwc cla t& vé anh Ay.

Wanting to say something but stopping
yourself - Nhin miéng

20. Come on, cut to the chase. We haven't got
all day!

Di thang vao van dé chinh di, ching ta quanh co

ca ngay roi !

Leave out all the unnecessary details
and just get to the point - Bi vao chu
dé chinh

21. Try not to worry about it. Every cloud has a

silver lining.

Lac quan lén, dirng c6 lo lang niva !

Believing that every bad situation has
a positive side / eventually leads to
something good - Suy nghi tich curc,

lac quan
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23. Keep an eye on him. | think he may cheat in
the exam.

Watch someone or something carefully
- Dé mét t6i

24. Have you heard? John down the road has
kicked the bucket.

Died - Chét, qua doi

25. | don’t want to argue with him again. It's

better to let sleeping dogs lie.

Avoid a conflict
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26. let’s keep studying for IELTS.Practice makes
perfect.

Continuously doing something to
improve - C6 céng mai st c6 ngay

nén kim

27. Don’t get upset about what he said. He’s just

pulling your leg.

Joking around - No6i dua

28. Sorry but | think I'll take a rain check on that.

To decline an offer that you will take up

later - Sé xem xét lai sau

29. | can smell a rat. He said he has a PhD but
he can’t even remember which university he

studied at.

To sense that something is not right -
Cam théy c6 gi dé khéng dung

30. Unfortunately | think he’ll be studying for
IELTS until the cows come home. His English is

very poor.

For a very long time

31. She’s feeling under the weather today so she

won’t be going to work.

Unwell - Khéng duwoc khoé

Common Idioms

Definitions

32. You are what you eat so it’s better to have a
healthy diet.

If you eat bad food, you'll be
unhealthy, if you eat good food, you’ll
be healthy

33. You can’t judge a book by its cover. | need to

get to know him before | decide what he is like.

The belief that outside appearances
do not reveal what someone or
something is really like - Khéng nén

danh gia nguoi khac qua dién mao




34. We're really working against the clock now.
We must hurry.

Not having enough time to do

something - Khéng du thoi gian

35. So you have the IELTS test today??Break a
leg.

Good luck

36. She is driving me up the wall. She won't stop
talking.

Annoying or irritating somebody -

Choc ture

37. Down the road:

VD: | may travel around the world but that’'s down
the road.

Trong twong lai

38.Cut Class:

If she cuts class more than 4 times, she‘ll fail the
course.

Nghi hoc khong cé li do

39. Look like a million dollars

” Did you see Jane? She looks like a million
dollars.”

Léng lay hao nhoang dat tién

40. Out Of The Blue :

“She kissed me out of the blue.”

Xay ra ngay nhién, k mong doi

41. Get The Picture:

“I'm sorry, but | couldn’t get the picture of this. It
is too complicated to understand.”

Hiéu

42. At All Costs:

Bang bat clr gia nao




Example: My sister was determined at all costs to
pass her exam

43. Go All Out:
Example:

‘Jack is going all out to win the contract — | hope
he’ll succeed.”

Cb gang hét strc

44, Let Yourself Go
Example:

“l love dancing and juts let myself go.”

Nghi ngoi thw gian

45.Jump For Joy:
Example:

“‘When | got the gift from my parent for my
birthday, | jumped for joy

Vui vé hao hirng

9 (Idioms) siéu chat thudc cha dé Tourism

Hit the road: Lén dwdng , khéi hanh

Get a move on: Nhanh Ién

©oNO s DN~

Call it a day: Nghi ngoi va két thic mét ngay

( Get) itchy feet = To want to travel : Ngtra chan/muén di du lich
Off the beaten track = Not known by many people: ( Noi) it nguoi biét dén

A full plate: Lich trinh day dac, khong cé thdi gian ranh

It worse comes to worst: Phwong an cubi cung

Catch some rays/ soak up some sun = to sunbathe/ try to get a suntan : Tdm nang
Hit the town / a night on the town/ going out on the town: Bi xa hoi, di quay

10 IDIOMS VE MAU SAC

the black sheep

black anh blue: bj bAm tim




a black day (for someone/sth): ngay den tbi

black market = thj trwérng che den (thuwong mai bt hop phap)
once in a blue moon: rat hiém. hiém hoi

out of the blue: bat nge

be green: con non nét

green with envy: tai di vi ghen

paint the town red = an mwng

Go blue: bi cam lanh

8 IDIOMS vé TINH YEU
1.to catch someone's eye = lot vao mat ai d6

The shy man at the back of the class caught my eye.

Nguw&i dan 6ng nhat nhat & cudi I6p da lot vao mat toi.

2. to have a crush on someone = ludn nghi vé ai do.

When | was at school, | had a crush on a film star.

Khi t6i con di hoc, t6i ham mé cudng nhiét mét dién vién dién anh.

3. to go out with someone = hen ho cung ai dé

They've been going out together for years.

Ho da hen ho véi nhau trong nhiéu nam.

4. to fall head over heels for someone = yéu ai tha thiét
He fell head over heels for her.

Anh &y da yéu co 4y tha thiét.



5. to be the apple of someone's eye = la bau vat cua ai

She's the apple of her father's eye.

C6 4y la bau vat trong mét cha cla co.

6. cupboard love = tinh cdm v& vit, thé hién tinh cdm dé c6 duoc cai gi dé.
| think he loves me, but it's only cupboard love.

T6i nght 1a anh &y thich t6i, nhhwng chi Ia tinh cadm dé cé dwoc cai gi do

7. to tie the knot = chiju/bj budc 1ap gia dinh
So when are you two tying the knot?

Vay thi chirng nao hai ban m&i chiu cu¢i day?

8. to call it a day = déng y chia tay.

Vi du:
We decided to call it a day.

Chung t6i da quyét dinh chia tay.

10 thanh ngir vé TIME
beat the clock = hoan thanh viéc gi trwéc thdi han
We managed to beat the clock and get everything finished in time.

Chung t6i da c6 gang hoan thanh trwdc thdi han va lam xong moi viéc ding thei han.



work against the clock = lam viéc céat lyc
Scientists are working against the clock to come up with a new vaccine.

Cac nha khoa hoc dang lam viéc cat lwc dé kham pha ra loai vac xin méi.

to clock on / off / in = ghi th&i gian cilia mét nguoi dén 1am viéc hoac ra vé
We need to clock in after we come back from lunch.

Chung téi can phai ghi gi® vao lam viéc sau khi ching téi &n trwa xong.

watch the clock = canh chirng cho hét gi¢r
Vi du:
If you're a clock watcher, then this job isn't for you.

Néu anh canh chirng cho hét gi¢» lam, thi cong viéc nay khéng phai danh cho anh.

pressed for time = khéng c¢é nhiéu thoi gian
I'm a bit pressed for time at the moment. Do you mind if we have the meeting tomorrow?

T6i khdng c6 nhiéu thoi gian vao luc nay. Anh ¢6 phién néu chung ta hop mét vao ngay mai
khéng?

run out of time = khéng con thi gian nira

Vi du:
We've run out of time on this project.

Chung t6i khéng con thi gian cho dy an nay nira.



a race against time = cudc chay dua v&i thoi gian

Vi du:

There's a race against time to save the rainforests.

Hién c6 moét cudc chay dua thoi gian dé ciru cac khu rivng nhiét déi.

no time to lose = khéng c6 thdi gian dé Iang phi

Vi du:

There's no time to lose. We've got to get going.

Khong con thoi gian dé 1ang phi niva. Chang ta phai vao cudc thoi.

Have enough time (Cé da thoi gian)

have all the time in the world = cé nhiéu thdi gian

Vi du:

You don't need to hurry. We've got all the time in the world.

Anh khéng can phai voi vang. Chung tdi co rat nhiéu thoi gian.



have spare time = c6 thoi gian ranh

Vi du:
What do you do in your spare time?

C6 lam gi trong thoi gian ranh cdia minh?

have time on sb's hands / time to kill = qua nhiéu thdi gian

Vi du:
We've got a bit of time on our hands. What do you want to do?

Chung ta chi cé it thoi gian théi. Anh mudn lam gi?

take your time = c binh tinh
Vi du:
Take your time answering the question.

Cw binh tinh tra I&i cau hoi.

in your own time = lam diéu gi ma khang can lo vé thoi gian
Vi du:
I'll fix the car in my own time!

To6i sé stra xe ma khdng phai voi!



make good time = [am diéu gi d6 nhanh hon ban nghi
Vi du:
We made good time. It only took us an hour to get here.

Chung t6i da hoan thanh nhanh chéng. Chi mat mét tiéng |1a chang t6i dén day.

time on your side = tré va con nhiéu thdi gian & phia trwéc

Vi du:

You've got time on your side, so you shouldn't feel pressured into making a career decision

now.

Ban con nhiéu thdi gian & phia trwéc, vi vay ban khéng nén cdm thay bi ap lwc khi ra quyét

dinh cho sw nghiép bay gid.

The right time for something (Pung luc dé 1am gi)

just in time: vtra kip luc
Vi du:
They arrived just in time for the wedding.

Ho dén vira kip lic dam cuoi.

in the nick of time = Vira dung/kip Iuc.
Vi du:

We got here in the nick of time. Look at all that rain!



Chung t6i dén day vira kip luc. Nhin tréi mwa kia!

high time = dung thoi diém

Vi du:

It's high time you got a job!

D3 dén Iuc may phai kiém viéc 1am roi!

(Lwu y: dung thi qua khr don sau high time)

not before time = |é ra phai sém hon!
Vi du:
He's finally got a job. Not before time, | might add!

Cudi cuing anh Ay ciing c6 viéc. L& ra phai sém hon méi phai!

it's about time = dén luc roi
Vi du:
It's about time you found your own place to live.

Dén luc anh phai tim noi & riéng roi. (Dung thi qua khir don sau it's about time)

not the time / hardly the time = thoi diém khong thich hop cho mét cai gi d6
Vi du:
It's not the time to ask me for a pay rise!

Day khoéng phai luc dé dé nghi tdéi cho tang lvong!

Other idiom about time (Cac cum tir khac vé thoi gian)



lose track of time = quén mét thoi gian

Vi du:

She was so engrossed in her book she lost all track of time.

C6 Ay da rat mai mé véi cubn sach ctia minh, ¢d 4y quén mét ca thoi gian.

two-time = di choi v&i nhiéu ngwdi cing mét luc

Vi du:

She ought to be careful. She's two-timing Jack with Bill and Jack is a very jealous person...

C6 nén can than. Co Ay dang di choi cuing ltic véi ca Jack va Bill va Jack 1a mot ngudi rat

hay ghen...

call time on = két thic mét cai gi

Vi du:

The government are calling time on internet spammers.

Chinh phi s& chdm dwt viéc gvi thw rac qua internet.

take time out = tam nghi mét luc
Vi du:
He needs to take some time out from his work.

Anh 4y can phai nghi lam mét luc.

keep time = dung gi¢
Vi du:
My watch doesn't keep good time.

DPdng hé cua t6i chay khéng dung gio 1am.



do time = & tu
Vi du:
He's doing time for armed robbery.

Anh ta dang & tu vi tdi cwdp co vii trang.

on the company's time = lam viéc riéng trong gi®¢’ lam viéc
Vi du:
We're not allowed to use twitter on the company's time.

Chung t6i khdng dwoc phép str dung twitter trén thdi gian lam viéc.

ahead of his / her time = di trwvdc thoi dai.
Vi du:
He's definitely ahead of his time. He's always got so many fascinating ideas.

Anh 4y that sy da di trwde thoi dai. Anh Ay ludn co rat nhiéu y twédng hap dan.

behind the times = 16i thoi
Vi du:
He's so behind the times. He still plays records! Can you believe it?

Anh ta that tut hau. Anh ta van nghe dia hat! Anh cé tin ndi khong?

keep up / move with the times = bat kip thoi dai
Vi du:

My mum is learning to use email to keep up with the times.



Me t6i dang hoc cach str dung email dé bat kip thoi dai.

have the time of sb's life = c6 mét thdi gian tuyét voi
Vi du:
She's having the time of her life at University. She loves it!

C6 4y c6 mdt khoang thai gian tuyét vori & Dai hoc. C6 Ay yéu nd!

before your time = truwéc khi ai séng hodc lam viéc & mot noi
Vi du:
There used to be a post office here. That was before your time, of course.

Trwdc day noi nay la moét bwu dién. Tat nhién |4 truwdc khi ban téi day.

time and a half = tién lam thém ngoai gi®»
Vi du:
We get time and a half if we work on Saturdays.

Chung toi s& dwoc tién lam thém ngoai gi® néu 1am vao cac ngay thi Bay.

overtime = tién lam thém ngoai gi®
Vi du:
The firm is cutting back on overtime.

Cong ty dang cat gidm tién lam thém gio.

time share = mot ngdi nha nghi dwo'c mua bdi nhiéu ngudi, noi ma méi ngwdi chd cé mot

khodng thoi gian nhéat dinh trong ndm ho c6 thé st dung né



Vi du:
Time share apartments are cheap at the moment.

O thoi diém nay nhirng can hd luan phién s dung dang kha ré.

time warp = khéng hé thay déi sau mét thoi gian
Vi du:

This town seems to be stuck in a 1950s time warp. There are no fast food places and

everything's closed on Sundays.

Thi trAn nay c6 vé khong hé thay ddi trong nhirtng 1950. Khéng c6 noi ndo ban thirc an

nhanh va moi thir déu déng clra vao ngay chi nhat.

CA DAO TUC NG’ VIET NAM DICH SANG TIENG ANH
- Don't judge a book by its cover: Birng tréng mat ma bat hinh dong
-Better safe than sorry: Can tac vé ay nay
- In rome do as Romans do: Nhap gia tuy tuc
- Honesty is the best policy: That tha la thwong sach
- Men make house, women make home: Dan 6ng xay nha, dan ba xay t6 &m
- Many a little makes a mickle: Kién tha 1au day t6
- Money make the mare go: C6 tién mua tién ciing dwoc
- Like father, like son: Con nha téng khéng giéng 16ng thi cling giéng canh
- The truth will out: Cai kim trong boc c6 ngay 10i ra
- Ignorance is bliss: Khéng biét thi dwa cét ma nghe
- No pain, no gain: Cé lam thi mé&i cé an
- A swallow cant make a summer: Mot con én ko 1am ndi mua xuan

- A bad beginning makes a bad ending: Dau xudi dudi lot.



- A clean fast is better than a dirty breakfast: Gidy rach phai gitr lay 18.
- Beauty is but skin-deep: Cai nét danh chét cai dep.

- Calamity is man's true touchstone: Lira thtr vang, gian nan thir strc
- Diamond cut diamond: Vé quyt day cé moéng tay nhon

- Diligence is the mother succees: C6 cong mai sat co6 ngay nén kim
- Each bird loves to hear himself sing: Méo khen méo dai dudi

- Far from eye, far from heart: Xa mat cach long

- Fine words butter no parsnips: C6 thwc méi viee dwgc dao

- Give him an inch and he will take a yard: Bwoc voi, doi tién

- Grasp all, lose all: Tham thi tham

- Habit cures habit: D7 doéc tri doc

- Raining cats and dogs = Rain like pouring the water: Mwa nhuw trut nuwéc

- A stranger nearby is better than a far-away relative: Ba con xa khéng bang lang giéng gan

- Tell me who's your friend and I'll tell you who you are: Hay néi cho toi biét ban cla anh la

ai, tdi sé noi cho anh biét anh la nguwdi nhw thé nao

- You will reap what you will sow: Gieo nhan nao gat qua nay



