
Composition IV: Analytic Essay 
  
You will write an analytic essay on either: 
  
·  ​ Robert Herrick’s poem, “To the Virgins, to Make Much of 
Time” 
·  ​ Ambrose Bierce’s short story, “An Occurrence at Owl 
Creek Bridge” 
  
An analytic, critical essay explores a major theme of the 
piece of literature and puts forth an argument about the 
piece. This type of essay explores the author’s literary 
choices and their effects. 
  
Your essay needs: 
·  ​ A clearly stated thesis (argument) in an introductory 
paragraph 
·  ​ At least three body paragraphs that explores the 
author’s literary techniques and how they support your 
thesis 
·  ​ A brief conclusion 
·  ​ Concise quotes from the text (cite line # or page #) and 
your own commentary on these quotes. You should choose 
quotes that support or advance your thesis. 
  
Due Tuesday 11/20 
3-4 Pages 
100 points 
 


