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Entering Kindergarten 2025-26
Summer Reading Suggestions

Picture Books: New & Notable

TefFF MACK %

JusT A STORY

Just a Story by Jeff Mack. A boy finds
a book that turns a library into a series

of near misses with pirates,
Elephants on scooters, a blue whale,
and is that an alien in an Elvis wig?
But surprise, he escapes without a
scratch, because it's just a story...

Knight Owl by Christopher Denise.
Owl has always wanted to be a real

knight. He may not be the biggest or
strongest, but his nocturnal instincts
help protect the castle in this sweet
and beautifully illustrated story. (A
2023 Caldecott Honor Book)

Big Truck Little Island by Chris Van
Dusen. When a big rig carrying a
surprise slips off an island's only road,
it takes everyone’s cooperation to work
around the stuck truck! Rhyming fun!

Fleld Trip1 *
Ocean Deep

vy JONN_HARE

Field Trip to the Ocean Deep by John
Hare. This wordless picture book

invites all children to imagine
themselves in the story—a tale full of
mysteries, surprises, and adorable
aquatic friends.

® Alkre
& Neighbors

All Are Neighbors by Alexandra
Penfold. When a new family moves in,
the whole neighborhood comes
together to celebrate their diverse
community in this uplifting new book.

AHOY! By Sophie Blackall Sea? What
sea? The parent is only trying to vacuum
the rug. But the child is adamant. It's not a
rug--it's the ocean. And that broom? It's the
ship's mast. Soon enough, the child and
parent are both off on an imaginary
nautical adventure!

Jabari Tries by Gaia Cornwall. Jabari
is inventing a machine that will fly all
the way across the yard! But making it
go from CRASH to WHOOSH will take
grit, patience, and maybe even a little
help from his sister.
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Every Dog in the Neighborhood by
Philip C. Stead. Louis wants a dog, but

his grandmother claims there are
already enough dogs in the
neighborhood. His survey leads to
many surprises. Humorous animated
illustrations.

hark by Ame
Dyckman. Sharks are scary! But this
shark is just misunderstood, or is he?
Poor Shark, he wasn't trying to scare
them, he's just misunderstood! Fun
silliness that your child will love.

The /= — =
Book (gﬁfiﬁ
- Hog—

The Book Hog by Greg Pizzoli. The
Book Hog loves books. There's only
one problem: he can't read! But when
a kind librarian invites him to join for
storytime, this literature-loving pig
discovers the treasure that books really
are.



https://www.amazon.com/Just-Story-Jeff-Mack/dp/0823446638/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1R5HIFERFGOT2&keywords=just+a+story&qid=1684515071&sprefix=just+a+story%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Knight-Owl-Christopher-Denise/dp/031631062X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=39J5AS296ADRV&keywords=knight+owl&qid=1684263350&sprefix=knight+owl%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Truck-Little-Island-Chris-Dusen/dp/1536203939/ref=sr_1_1?crid=37U2LC7P7J753&keywords=big+truck+little+island+chris+van+dusen&qid=1684514841&sprefix=big+truck+little+island%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/field-trip-to-the-ocean-deep-john-hare/1136383244?ean=9780823446308
https://www.amazon.com/All-Are-Neighbors-Alexandra-Penfold/dp/0593429982
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=ahoy&i=stripbooks&crid=U5T6CYJ4145C&sprefix=ahoy%2Cstripbooks%2C176&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/jabari-tries-gaia-cornwall/1136270256?ean=9781536207163
https://www.amazon.com/Every-Dog-Neighborhood-Philip-Stead/dp/0823444279
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/misunderstood-shark-ame-dyckman/1127027040?ean=9781338112474
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-book-hog-greg-pizzoli/1128998224?ean=9781368036894
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Millions of Maxes by Meg Wolitzer.
Max goes to the park and befriends
another Max, then even meets a dog
named Max. Learning he’s not the
only Max turns out to be ok with Max,
because each “Max” is unique in their
own way.

LAST STOP ON
MARKET STREET

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de

la Pena. CJ questions why certain
things are the way they are ... grandma
helps him see the beauty—and fun—in
their routine and the world around
them. Winner of 2017 Newbery Medal.

i

Not Little by Maya Myers. Dot is the
smallest person in her family and at
school;When a new boy named Sam joins
Dot's class, she wonders if he's even
smaller than she is. But when she sees him

getting bullied by a mean kid twice his size,

The Pigeon
HAS to
Go to
School!

The Pigeon HAS to Go to School! by
Mo Willems. Why does the Pigeon

have to go to school? He already
knows everything! And what if he
doesn't like it? What if he learns TOO

NOT LI TTLE she knows she has to do the big thing and vors nd e y o il MUCH!?!
PSRRI RN stand up for him.
JOHN'S 3 John'’s Turn by Mac Barnett. Every Time is a Flower by Julie Morstad.
TU R\] &7 Friday during assembly, one student | = FLOWED What is time? Time is a seed waiting to
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performs a talent. When it's John's
turn, everyone can tell he's nervous,
but his ability to dance ballet surprises
and delights his classmates.

grow, a flower blooming, a sunbeam
moving across a room. The author
shines a joyful light on a
difficult-to-grasp concept for young
readers.
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The Smallest Girl in the Smallest
Grade by Justin Roberts. Sally is tired
of being overlooked because of her
size, and when she takes a chance and
stands up to the bullies, she finds that
one small girl can make a big
difference.

DERRICK BARNES + VANESSA BRANTLEY-NEWTON

The King of Kindergarten by Derrick
Barnes. Starting kindergarten is a big

milestone—and the hero of this story is
ready to make his mark! An
empowering story that will give new
kindergarteners a reassuring
confidence boost

I Don’t Care by Julie Fogliano.
Rhyming text and gentle pictures
portray a developing friendship
between two children who “don’t care”
about their differences and embrace
their similarities.
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Piper Chen Sings by Phiippa Soo.Piper
loves to sing, but when asked to sing a
solo on the school stage, Piper loses
her confidence. Leave it to her beloved
NaiNai to encourage Piper to let her
inner light shine!

The Darkest Dark by Chris Hatfield.
Chris loves rockets and planets and
pretends he's a brave astronaut,
exploring the universe. Only one
problem—at night, Chris doesn't feel
so brave. He's afraid of the dark.

Bubbles Up! by Jaqueline Davies.
Taking place at a public pool and
mostly underwater, there's friendship,
diversity and creativity. A celebration
of summer fun and community.

{

S
LA
y-;% &

S VASTTL HARRISON

BIG by Vashti Harrison. Winner of the
Caldecott Medal! A Coretta Scott King
Award Author and Illustrator Honor book,
a National Book Award finalist, and a New
York Times bestseller! This deeply moving
story shares valuable lessons about fitting
in, standing out, and the beauty of joyful
acceptance.

GOODBYE, FRIEND]
& HELLO, FRIEND!

Goodbye, Friend! Hello, Friend! by
Cori Doerrfield. Change and

transitions are hard, but two best
friends demonstrate how, when one
experience ends, it opens the door for
another to begin.



https://www.amazon.com/Millions-Maxes-Meg-Wolitzer/dp/0593324110/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7082470QUGE6&keywords=millions+of+maxes&qid=1650892316&sprefix=millions+of+maxes%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/last-stop-on-market-street-matt-de-la-pe-a/1119711662?ean=9780399257742
https://www.amazon.com/Not-Little-Maya-Myers/dp/0823446190
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-pigeon-has-to-go-to-school-mo-willems/1129487589?ean=9781368046459
https://www.amazon.com/Johns-Turn-Mac-Barnett/dp/1536203955/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25RQCTDD0PW8V&keywords=john%27s+turn+by+mac+barnett+illustrated+by+kate+berube&qid=1684505475&sprefix=john%27s+tur%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/time-is-a-flower-julie-morstad/1138435097;jsessionid=4D38610CC2204078D156F58C9E9F9929.prodny_store02-atgap10?ean=9780735267541
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-smallest-girl-in-the-smallest-grade-justin-roberts/1118663295?ean=9780399257438
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-smallest-girl-in-the-smallest-grade-justin-roberts/1118663295?ean=9780399257438
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-king-of-kindergarten-derrick-barnes/1129705352?ean=9781524740740
https://www.amazon.com/I-Dont-Care-Julie-Fogliano/dp/0823443450/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OQTUNDMN1G3&keywords=i+don%27t+care+molly+idle&qid=1684514490&sprefix=I+DON%27T+CARE+MOLLY+%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=piper+chen+sings&crid=3UUM2TKMH5FS0&sprefix=piper+che%2Caps%2C150&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_9
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-darkest-dark-chris-hadfield/1123210592?ean=9780316394727
https://www.amazon.com/Bubbles-Up/dp/0062836617/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3NMUCW1OP75SY&keywords=bubbles+up&qid=1650890384&sprefix=bubbles+up%2Caps%2C97&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Caldecott-Medal-Winner-Coretta-Scott/dp/0316353221/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QSXZZW6RZWSB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0H_Fcz5frI4u4nhrVCnT2WtC9F0oJpOi_2Henk33V2F8MrsFoakGGn97Bx7dRvetnURGaIIJtm4eMWIYMUV6SfO1xoqLs84exk2ltR3tgF4QsyRy2fG6HQUIqnzsz09eelFyuryWYO_Dw8fEwbLbvvyX_KhjaCvq83tRHQgdsqZkmr9eGw7lKOK4gwfQG7XfCyRLzmUbLO9QRMDlU6wObP08eWnBXiyt32oFSO7sDWs.yDlG03VC6DhQS7QLtnkdzbgAZady0LovL84F6x0xZ80&dib_tag=se&keywords=big+by+vashti+harrison+book&qid=1715610904&sprefix=BIG+by+%2Caps%2C295&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/goodbye-friend-hello-friend-cori-doerrfeld/1129705374?ean=9780525554233

Series for Beginning Readers
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Jack Blasts Off! (A Jack Book series)
by Mac Barnett & Greg Pizzoli.

an uproarious early reader series
about a mischievous rabbit, a cranky
old lady, and a lovable dog.

Let’s Go for
a Drivel

» Mo Willems

Let’s Go For a Drive (Elephant &
Piggie series #18) by Mo Willems.
Piggie and Gerald are good friends
who have silly and fun adventures
together. Each of the titles in this

] : series will have your child chuckling
1o Banet v e mm out loud and begging to keep reading.
READITO-READ; ¢ Go, Otto, Go!: The Adventure of Otto ; T Fox the Tiger (My First I Can Read

The Adventures of of

(Ready-to-Read series) by David
Milgrim. Join Otto in his adventures
on Earth and his attempts to get back
home! One of many excellent titles in
the Ready-to-Read series of books.

series) by Corey R. Tabor. 2019
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award. Fox
wishes he were a tiger. Tigers are big
and fast and sneaky. So he decides to
become one! Each Fox book is funnier

and quirky than the next.
R - 2 | Don’t Throw it Mo! (Mo Jackson What About Worms!? (Elephant &
ION'T THROW IT T0 0! series) by David Adler. Mo is the Piggie Like Reading series) by Ryan
~ youngest kid on his football team, but Higgins & Mo Willems. Tiger is BIG.
= e the opposing team thinks he is too Tiger is BRAVE. And Tiger is NOT
& small to catch the ball. Watch as Mo afraid of anything ... except WORMS!
e : uses his skills to surprise his Are Tiger’s worm worries worse than
ey opponents. worms?
Splat the Cat: I Scream for Ice Cream T | Iy Mac and Ch nd the Perfect Plan
Splat.wGat. (I Can Read! series) by Rob Scotton. MAC avo (I Can Read! series) by Sarah Weeks.
e 92 Splat and his classmates save the day CHEESE Mac wants to spend a day at the beach,

on a chaotic trip to the ice cream
parlor!

and the Perfect Plan

but Cheese would rather stay in bed.
Can they agree to disagree?

Pandas by Anne Schreiber (National
Geographic Readers series). This
series is perfect for those who love
nonfiction, and are just beginning to
read independently.

Drop It, Rocket! by Tad Hills (Step
Into Reading Series). Rocket is ready
to find new words for his word tree
with his teacher, the little yellow bird.
Children quickly fall in love with these
two sweet friends.

ials Teachers

THE *

‘SUNIS I’IND .

BIG DEAL

The Sun is Kind of a Big Deal by N
Seluk. The Sun never stops working to

keep things on Earth running
smoothly. So why does the Sun get to
be the center of attention? Because it's
our solar system's very own star!

Hello Puddle! by Anita Sanchez. A
nonfiction picture book exploring
an unexpectedly crucial resource for
wildlife: puddles! This lyrical,
gorgeously illustrated nonfiction
picture book is perfect for young

science learners and nature lovers.



https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/jack-blasts-off-mac-barnett/1127062145?ean=9780593113851
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lets-go-for-a-drive-mo-willems/1111557397?ean=9781423164821
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/go-otto-go-david-milgrim/1122750953?ean=9781481467230
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/fox-the-tiger-corey-r-tabor/1126895847?ean=9780062398673
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dont-throw-it-to-mo-david-a-adler/1120422001?ean=9780448480091
https://www.amazon.com/About-Worms-Elephant-Piggie-Reading/dp/1368045731
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/splat-the-cat-rob-scotton/1120020610?ean=9780062294180
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/mac-and-cheese-and-the-perfect-plan-sarah-weeks/1102672089?ean=9780061170843
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pandas-anne-schreiber/1102301920?ean=9781426306105
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/drop-it-rocket-tad-hills/1117201789?ean=9780385372541
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-sun-is-kind-of-a-big-deal-nick-seluk/1127731170?ean=9781338166972
https://www.amazon.com/Hello-Puddle-Anita-Sanchez/dp/0358381444

STEAM Play & Learn by Ana Dziengel.

For the youngest students, this book
presents children with open-ended
STEAM projects that allow them to
problem-solve, make mistakes, get
creative, and most of all, have fun.

A Seed Grows by Antoinette Portis.The
lifecycle of a sunflower from seed to
flower and back to seed is presented in
richly textured images and lyrical text
of the plant at each stage of
development. (A 2023 Geisel and
Sibert Honor Book)

Because by Mo Willems. Life can be a
powerful symphony of chance,
discovery, persistence, and magic in
this moving tale of a young girl's
journey to center stage.*
Recommended by Mrs. Hayes, LS
music teacher.

CCANDACE FLEMING ERIC ROHMANN

HONEYBEE

Honeybee by Candace Fleming. Robert
F. Sibert Medal Winner. Take to the
sky with Apis, one honeybee, as she
embarks on her journey through life!
Award-winning author Candace
Fleming describes the life cycle of the
honeybee in accessible, beautiful
language and illustrations.

Look What I found in the Woods by
Moira Butterfield. Learn about plants,
trees, bark, leaves, nuts, pinecones,
and bugs. You'll appreciate that the
last page reminds children to only
collect things that they find on the
ground.

Log Life: A tiny habitats book. By Amy
Hevron. When old trees fall to the forest

floor, they can take centuries to
decompose, becoming home to all sorts of
organisms along the way.With snappy text
and lush illustrations, this book invites
curious readers to step into a tiny
ecosystem that's truly like no other.

The C 1 the Bird: A Children’

A treasured painting by Paul Klee is
the basis for this whimsical tale about
a cat and a bird, and about the themes
of freedom and friendship.*
Recommended by Ms. Gallion, Art
teacher.

National G hic Little Kids Fi
Big Book of Why by Amy Shields. This
brings all of the fun questions and
answers of an almanac to a younger
audience. Kids can spend hours
ruminating over the pictures and
tidbits of information this book
presents.

MEGAN McDONALD
IS THIS
A HOUSE
FOR
HERMIT -
T~ CRAB?

Is This a House for Hermit Crab by
Megan McDonald. Katherine Tillotson’s
immersive artwork breathes new life into
this classic text by Megan McDonald,
beloved author of the Judy Moody series.
Brand-new backmatter provides further
learning about all things hermit crab

Never Let a Dinosaur Scribble! by
Diane Alber. This story is about a little
boy who keeps hearing, "Never let a
dinosaur scribble!" But in his heart he
believes that people just don't
understand how beautiful scribbling
can be.* Recommended by Ms.
Gallion, Art teacher.



https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/steam-play-learn-ana-dziengel/1138517131?ean=9781633225268
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Grows-Antoinette-Portis/dp/0823448924
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/because-mo-willems/1129366530?ean=9781368019019
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/honeybee-candace-fleming/1133183210?ean=9780823442850
https://www.amazon.com/Look-What-I-Found-Woods/dp/1536217239/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1175ZSG10RTS3&keywords=look+what+i+found+in+the+woods&qid=1650892687&sprefix=look+what+i+found+in+the+woods%2Caps%2C85&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Log-Life-Tiny-Habitats-Hevron/dp/1665934980/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WCQGGZ5TPU21&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oNuxAjvICkfbA5WQqAv58O9LH4wDNah1hkgC7mYOoOK-v9KtMNg28VJWiCWzkAOxN9WZjsKdjdwsoDL8Vc1cp9LapF4ItPA_BZ4ryEbEI4S_Iul6bsYdRMfLYGStZpZO7ERIQmhiTFgPR13k-YAVquuA5h5LM0-cowgMqrruucJPrnDAuETpJ0JR5vQt0zO1bubVdnQX35rvReB2BiqUf9Ka3Sez2GeLtvcYfKC5i38.p0ea_McSNqaagpUQyx7TDrTOKpJvPik5mLtIgiyEyoM&dib_tag=se&keywords=Log+life&qid=1715610199&s=books&sprefix=log+life%2Cstripbooks%2C152&sr=1-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-cat-and-the-bird-geraldine-elschner/1110796454?ean=9783791370996
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-cat-and-the-bird-geraldine-elschner/1110796454?ean=9783791370996
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/national-geographic-little-kids-first-big-book-of-why-amy-shields/1100058884?ean=9781426307935
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/national-geographic-little-kids-first-big-book-of-why-amy-shields/1100058884?ean=9781426307935
https://www.amazon.com/This-House-Hermit-Crab/dp/0823452190/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DF7AACZJXKXT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y4hEwkluEFtGm67VgYCGlHoZvS1G0DdK7hQL0uvdNmozgTzQf8TzaX7CbO-0dymbPCKvGytusmYtz1cCMIKANt8ytuh6OVNItoRhcGpjw-TKSV8O5_jXsnOIE0bqHrYSnpqrrKSkjWA02RMH6oFg40XHro7y5P0YdhW3w37GOWIJ3NSiLtXtzj9NEBexGqr9Zc1eK18_b_Kz1Bb3Zu4jKN_XHee0_H0gURloix_KWV8.iVj1FZKR9KE8IrzNfRAqlDD5Tc0TY_X4graj74ulqHQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=is+this+a+house+for+hermit+crab&qid=1715611069&sprefix=Is+this+a+house+%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1733852638/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFYNkZDUlhBOUk2QU8mZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAzNjA3MjQxUkgzS1REWjFXUkFYJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA4ODA0ODIyNTZRS0xGR08wWVpVJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==

