
Holy Eucharist August 16, 2026  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
 

The Word of God 
Entrance Rite 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN Celebrate 95 As We Gather  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing in body or spirit. 

Blessed be God: most holy glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
And blessed be God's reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE H S 280 Glory to God  
The following is sung, all standing 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

God be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray.       

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us 
grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 45:1-15 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
1Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from 
me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.​
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and 
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your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, 
and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.         

Silence may follow. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 133 
Remain seated. 

 1Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *​
  when brethren live together in unity!​
 2It is like fine oil upon the head *​
  that runs down upon the beard,​
 3Upon the beard of Aaron, *​
  and runs down upon the collar of his robe.​
 4It is like the dew of Hermon *​
  that falls upon the hills of Zion.​
 5For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *​
  life for evermore. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.​
​
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to 
you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.         

Silence may follow. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN Come, thou fount of every blessing (H 686) 
All stand. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
All stand. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.         

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, 
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“Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are 
you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes 
out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but 
to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] ​
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 
us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

The Gospel of our Savior. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

  

 
THE SERMON  
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand in body or spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.​
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                      By Larry Bennett 
God of Wind and Flame soar into our beings and ignite the fire of faith, hope, and unity.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, Presence of Christ, enlighten the minds, souls, and bodies in the church. May the church’s mission be 
strengthened, renewed, and fortified by Your Spirit. Loving God: Fill us with your Holy Spirit. Lléna-nos de tu 
Espíritu Santo. 
Come, Holy Spirit, Mind of God,  bring to all world leaders, mercy and wisdom, with open honest and merciful hearts. 
Let the hunger for justice address the hunger for food, medicine, and shelter. Lord God: Fill us with your Holy Spirit. 
Lléna-nos de tu Espíritu Santo. 
Come Holy Spirit, Source of Creation,  hold and transform society. Lead broken people to healing, lonely people to love, 
bitter people to peace, and fearful people to hope. Lord God: Fill us with your Holy Spirit. Lléna-nos de tu Espíritu 
Santo. 
Come, Holy Spirit, God of Many Tounges,  speak to us in the language St. Mark’s needs to hear. Let us listen to the 
possibilities of the future, celebrating relationships, and the wonders of life. Lord God: Fill us with your Holy Spirit. 
Lléna-nos de tu Espíritu Santo. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, Presence of Christ,  help us carry the burdens of our lives. Guide the prayers for the passing, the 
vulnerable, and grieving. Nurture our compassion, sensitivity, and empathy. Lord God: Fill us with your Holy Spirit. 
Lléna-nos de tu Espíritu Santo. 
God of Pentecost, fill us with your spirit today and every day. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand in body or spirit. 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN How Great Thou Art (LEVAS 60) 
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DOXOLOGY​ ​ ​ ​ From all the dwell below the skies v. 3    H 380 

Praise God from whom all Blessing flow, Praise God all creatures here below, Praise God above Ye Heavenly Hosts. Praise Father. 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

​
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving​ ​ ​ Eucharistic Prayer C ​ ​ ​ BCP p. 369 
The People remain standing in body or spirit. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Facing the Holy Table, the Presider proceeds 

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.​
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, and this fragile earth, our island home.​
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the capacity for memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the stewards of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned 
against one another.​
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of 
freedom and peace.​
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
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​
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in 
every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS Santo, santo, santo [Holy, holy, holy] (WLP 785) 

​
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te sabe decir: santo eres Señor.​
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the words you are holy, Lord. 

The Presider continues 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,​
We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his coming. 

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now 
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name.​
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

​
God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and 
not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal 

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 364) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say en Español or in English. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,  

santificado sea tu Nombre,  
venga tu reino,  
hágase tu voluntad,  
en la tierra como en el cielo.  

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.  
Perdona nuestras ofensas,  

como también nosotros perdonamos   
a los que nos ofenden.  

No nos dejes caer en tentación  
y líbranos del mal.  

Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es el poder,  
y tuya es la gloria, ahora y por siempre. 

Amén.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrate 201 Eat This Bread 
 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Let us pray:  
Silence 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for feeding us spiritually with your Body and Blood, through which you have 
imparted to us your life. Teach us to live with grateful hearts. You have come to us anew today. May you 
continue to live in our souls; until in your good time we may see you face to face where you live and 
reign for ever and ever. Amen.  

This is God’s Table, all who are drawn here are welcome. 
 
DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the 
communicants with these words: 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Just as I am, without one plea (Woodworth) (H 693) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey with us; So be 
swift to love, and make haste to be kind, And may the blessing of God Who made us,  Who loves us, and Who travels 
with us, be upon you this day and always. Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN All creatures of our God and King (H 400) 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
This service here has ended, and it is time for our service in the world to begin. ... So go with the power and the 
love of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The number of “alleluia’s” are determined by our young members each week. 
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