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Title and Author

Elmer by David McKee

Timeframe Goal March 2020

Quick Summary
Elephants are big, have trunks, and are gray. But what about Elmer,
whose skin is covered with colorful patchwork? Elmer, by David
McKee, tells the tale of an elephant who sticks out, both with his
patchwork and his sense of humor, and how he and his community
learn to accept and value his unique characteristics.
_Teaching Children Philosophy review

Connections to
5 C’s

● Creativity
● Citizenship/Stewardship

Connect Turn and Talk: I understand how Elmer was feeling when he
_________ because ______________.

Teach Differences and Friendship
1. Why do the other elephants look up to Elmer? Why does Elmer

like the other elephants?
2. What do you admire in your friends? Name a friend and one

thing you like about them that’s also true about you, and one
thing that you like about them that is not true about you.

3. How would you feel if all your friends dressed up as you once a
year?

4. Does being friends with someone change who you are?
5. Do you ever do things with your friends only they want to do?

Do they do things with you only you want to do?
6. What evidence of kindness did you see in this book?

https://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/BookModule/Elmer


Engage Activity: Sentence frame: I am one of a kind because______.
Use this open-ended sentence frame to have students identify
the special attributes about themselves that make them special
or unique. Celebrate the diversity in your classroom by sharing
what each person sees as their gift to the classroom community.

Link Connect this story to the 5 C’s of citizenship as we take care of each
other and our school by cherishing the treasures that are in all of us.

Optional Extensions Create an Elmer the Elephant patchwork with words or images that
make your classroom special or each person special. (Can be done
individually or as a group). See some images for inspiration.

https://www.google.com/search?q=elmer+by+david+mckee+activities&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwinnofZjoLoAhU0HzQIHY98DfMQ_AUoAXoECAwQAw&biw=1242&bih=614&safe=active&ssui=on

