
INTOLERANCE AT PLAY IN THE USA 

There were 800 anti-AAPI racist incidents, mostly against 
women, in the past year. 

 

Excerpt from NBC News March 16, 2021, 3:13 PM PDT By Kimmy Yam 

New data has revealed over the past year, the number of anti-Asian hate incidents — which 
can include shunning, slurs and physical attacks — is greater than previously reported. And a 
disproportionate number of attacks have been directed at women. 

The research released by reporting forum Stop AAPI (Asian American and Pacific Islander) 
Hate on Tuesday revealed nearly 3,800 incidents were reported over the course of roughly a 
year during the pandemic. It’s a significantly higher number than last year's count of about 
2,600 hate incidents  

Jeung emphasized that women have always dealt with harassment from men and public safety 
issues more broadly. But the pandemic, he said, has provided another “excuse” for people to 
target Asian women. 

“We've noticed that from the very beginning, it's been a real consistent pattern,” Jeung said. 
“Bullies attack who they think are vulnerable, and we see this in our elderly and youth 
populations.”, and there has always been a “clear” issue of underreporting in the community. 
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There’s a complex variety of factors, but the fundamental reality is that there's an increase in 
the number of Asian Americans who feel unsafe,” he said. 

Such issues have been elevated to the executive branch as President Joe Biden has addressed 
the issue of anti-Asian attacks. In addition to referencing the violence in his first national 
prime-time address Thursday night, he also signed a memorandum earlier this year that in part 
issued guidance on how the Justice Department should respond to the heightened number of 
anti-Asian bias incidents. 

Jeung said addressing the root cause of the violence requires more education, more expanded 
civil rights protections and more restorative justice models. The memorandum — which 
focuses on hate incidents, rather than hate crimes — allows for a more holistic approach to 
combating racism against Asian Americans in public streets, transit, private businesses and 
other settings, he said. 

"If you just narrowly focus on hate crimes, you only address a sliver of the racism that Asian 
Americans are experiencing," Jeung said. "Biden's memo that actually addresses hate incidents 
rather than hate crimes is actually helpful, because that gives us the opportunity 
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