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Related Books:  
Sea In Winter by Christine Day 
Wish by Barbara O’Connor 
My Lucky Stars by Gillian McDunn 
Queen Bee and Me by Gillian McDunn 
Song For a Whale by Lynne Kelly 
Ungifted by Gordan Korman 
How to Code a Sandcastle and How to Code a Rollercoaster by Josh Funk 
Swim Team by Johnnie Christmas 
 
Websites: 
Rebecca Balcarcel author website 
Play Luz’s game on Scratch 
Mr. Schu’s Cover Reveal 
 
Book Trailer: 
Shine On, Luz Veliz book trailer 
First Chapter Read Aloud #anditstartslikethis Monroe Public Library 
 
Book Talk:  
Rebecca Balcarcel (author) book talk 
From Paw Prints In the Sink book review 
Luz Véliz is having a rough year. Her life as a soccer star is over when her knee gets injured, her 
relationship with her dad was built entirely on a foundation of a shared love of all things soccer, 
and her world is about to be rocked even more when someone new comes along, changing 
everything in her path. Luz knows her name means light, but how can she find a bright spot in all 
this darkness? 
 
Discussion Questions: 
Discussion Guide 
 
Activities: 

●​ Play Luz’s game on Scratch 
●​ Use code.org or Scratch to get students started with coding 
●​ Be a penpal to someone in a nursing care unit in NC through Victorian Senior Care 
●​ “Luz” means “light” in Spanish–research the meaning of your name with one of these 

sites (Behind the Name or Names.org) and create a book title and cover to go with it. 

https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/8689974
https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/10196270
https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/3785466
https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/4127551
https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/3470716
https://nckids.overdrive.com/media/4502667
https://rebeccabalcarcel.com/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/489640072
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/489640072
https://youtu.be/C5So71emvco?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIdooD3dxPk
https://youtu.be/ges2zjKARHc
https://pawprintsinthesink.com/2022/02/09/book-review-shine-on-luz-veliz/
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0261/7291/5805/files/ShineOnLuzVeliz_DiscussionGuide.pdf?v=1653338277
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/489640072
http://code.org
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://www.victorianseniorcare.com/vscpenpals
https://www.behindthename.com/
http://names.org
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