
Protect Faculty Governance at UK

On the 23rd of February, the Board of Trustees at the University of Kentucky passed a
resolution, tasking the President with the responsibility of recommending changes to the
University Governing Regulations. The focus of these changes is aimed specifically at the
University Senate. This decision was based on an “unscientific” study, conducted by the
controversial consulting firm Deloitte. The University Senate currently holds considerable
authority over a wide assortment of educational policies, including the power to approve or
terminate programs, among other things. With these proposed changes, however, it is possible
that the fate of our university curricula, programs and much more could be determined by
appointed administrators with little expertise in the areas they are tasked with administering.

For instance, majors and programs could be discontinued without meaningful input from faculty
or departments, and curricula could be influenced by administrators with little to no experience
or expertise in the fields they are affecting. In the most extreme case, we could see entire
departments being shut down and faculty and staff being laid off. This has already happened at
West Virginia University–like UK, WVU administration commissioned a private consulting firm
(rpk GROUP) which recommended sweeping cuts to programs and faculty under the guise of
“efficiency.”

The 220 faculty members who attended the Senate Council meeting on March 4 made clear
that there has been no reliable evidence that the University Senate is causing any problems
related to institutional efficiency and responsiveness. The President’s surveys and closed-door
“listening sessions” attended by a select few faculty are insufficient in addressing the
overwhelming concern faculty members have over shared governance and authority over
educational policies.

The approved Board of Trustees resolution is particularly worrying in light of the broader context
we find ourselves in as workers in Kentucky. Whether it is HB228, which seeks to grant
unprecedented authority over tenure review to our Board of Trustees and administrators, or
SB6, which aims to remove very broadly-defined “discriminatory concepts” from classroom and
university materials, we are witnessing a concerted effort to reshape the university from a
system in which there is a free flow of ideas at all levels to one in which ideas only start at the
top and are forced down.

We believe that faculty governance must be protected to maintain and safeguard academic
freedom, institutional integrity, and educational excellence at the University of Kentucky. That is
why I stand with the United Campus Workers of Kentucky in calling on President Eli Capilouto
and the Board of Trustees to:
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1) Terminate immediately all administrative plans and actions based on information presented
by CR 1 Workgroup 5;

2) Ditch Deloitte and funnel resources to supporting faculty-driven studies on institutional
efficiency and responsiveness;

3) Present a concrete proposal on how they plan to ensure future transparency and openness
among faculty and all other stakeholders in lieu of closed-door meetings and secrecy.

Signed,

Sharon Yam, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Yuha Jung, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Geronimo Sarmiento Cruz, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Lauren Cagle, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Karen Petrone, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Carol Mason, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Elizabeth Williams, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Brian Rinehart, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Scott Zurkuhlen, Staff, University of Kentucky
Ben Bossert, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Dasha Goncharova, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Kathryn Newfont, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Marion Rust, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Matthew Wilson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Zada Komara, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Craig Crowder, Staff, University of Kentucky
Julia Johnson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Karen Rignall, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Ryan McCoy, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Ana Liberato, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Brenna Byrd, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Julia Bursten, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Katherine Chambers, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Rachel Herrington, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jordan Hines, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
David McLetchie, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Laurie McLouth, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Heather Campbell-Speltz, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Katherine Chambers, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Francie Chassen-Lopez, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Zhi Chen, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Claire Clark, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Joseph Clark, Faculty, University of Kentucky
DeShana Collett, Faculty, University of Kentucky
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Narmadha Senanayake, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Elizabeth Sheehan, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Emily Shortslef, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Daniel Shumer, Staff, University of Kentucky
MLE Slone, Staff, University of Kentucky
Karrieann Soto Vega, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Matthew Southward, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Lee Moser, Staff, University of Kentucky
Kathryn Mullen, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Erik Myrup, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Madhusudan Srinivasan, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Jerod Stapleton, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Haoying Sun, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Emily Croteau, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Jennifer Daddysman, Student, University of Kentucky
Steven Arthur, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Shannon Oltmann, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Lisa Osland, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Treshani Perera, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Valerie Perry, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Raven Piercey, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Susan Thiel, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Karen Tice, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Anastasia Todd, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Mihai Tohaneanu, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kristine Urschel, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jessalyn Vallade, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jeremy Van Cleve, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Stacy Vincent, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jose De Leon, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Alan Desantis, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Daniela Di Giacomo, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Esther Dupont-Versteegden, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Richard Ehrenborg, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Daniel Batten, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Matteo Benassi, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Tyrone Borders, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Dhananjay Ravat, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Anne Ray, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Margaret Readdy, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Erin Richard, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Qingjun Wang, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Tammy Whitlock, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Gregory Erhardt, Faculty, University of Kentucky



Ryan Essinger, Staff, University of Kentucky
Michelle Evans, Staff, University of Kentucky
Rachel Farr, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Benjamin Braun, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Gail Brion, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Summer Brown, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Andrew Byrd, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Matthew Wilson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Ling Yuan, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Valentinos Zachariou, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Shyanika Rose, Faculty, University of Kentucky
M Rosenthal, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Jeanmarie Rouhier-Willoughby, Faculty, University of Kentucky
David Royster, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jessica Santollo, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Robert Scroggins, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Matthew Giancarlo, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Judith Goldsmith, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Megan Hall, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Regina Hamilton, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Joseph Hammer, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jason Hans, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jordan Harp, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
James Harrison, Staff, University of Kentucky
Peter Hislop, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kevin Holm-Hudson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Julie Human, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jennifer Hunt, Faculty, University of Kentucky
David Jensen, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Alexander Johnson, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Ellis Johnson, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Davy Jones, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Julene Jones, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Seth Jones, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Rajan Joshi, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Miriam Kienle, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Hyungsoo Kim, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Yoko Kusunose, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Donna Kwon, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kathryn Lanphere, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Ioana Raluca Larco, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Taylor Leigh, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Nicole Lewis, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Karla Lightfield, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky



Catherine Linnen, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Christopher Manon, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Thomas Marksbury, Staff, University of Kentucky
KC Vick, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Lydia Pelot-Hobbs, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Hayden Grace, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Kyle Jones, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Abigail Stephens, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Rachel Elliott, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
John Winstead, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Ena Prskalo, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Quinn Troia, Staff, University of Kentucky
Jinmee Lee, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Anika Jensen, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Logan Kuegel, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Sophia Price, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Alexis Gauger, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Adrian Williams, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Austin Nelsen, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Stephen Morkel, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Tara Pulaski, Staff, University of Kentucky
Isabelle Blaber, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Kayla Johnson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Joy Miracle, Staff, University of Kentucky
Kathryn Copeland, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Hunter Hulett, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Claire Hilbrecht, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Kaitlin Young, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Isaiah Bryant, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Bonnie Wren-Hardin, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jiyeon Park, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Pascalle Le Roy, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Alesia Efflandt, Staff, University of Kentucky
Miriam Kienle, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Miyabi Goto, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kat Brown, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Dan Lewis, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jocelyn Okorley, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
David Boyd, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
RK Carter, Staff, University of Kentucky
Stella Takvoryan, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Carleigh Litteral, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Andrew Hahn, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jackson Wages, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky



Olivia Marquardt, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jennifer Meakins, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jules Blank, Community Supporter, University of Kentucky
Vivian Edwards, Staff, University of Kentucky
Sonja McGuire, Staff, University of Kentucky
Ryan Donkin, Staff, University of Kentucky
David Moecher, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Heide Gluesing-Lueerssen, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Angela Clark, Faculty, University of Kentucky
C Brooke Kuns-Adkins, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Laneshia Conner, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Luke LeFebvre, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jody Stokes-Casey, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Laura Neese, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Katherine Field, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Hannah Angel, Staff, University of Kentucky
David Mehrle, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Holly Myers, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Kamryn Lin, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Bennett Bandy, Staff, University of Kentucky
Martin Jensen, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Shannon Crawford Barniskis, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jesus Ponte Bernal, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Rachel Herrington, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Rachel Noble-Varney, Staff, University of Kentucky
Skylar Gillies, Student, University of Kentucky
Keiko Tanaka, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Monica Udvardy, Faculty, University of Kentucky
John Winstead, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Paul Breeding, Student, University of Kentucky
Alesia Efflandt, Staff, University of Kentucky
Amber Billingsley, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Tatum Turner, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Daniela Calvache Garcia, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Connor Bechler, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Joy Miracle, Staff, University of Kentucky
Ruth Brown, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Doug Slaymaker, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Loka Ashwood, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kathleen Wheeler, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Weisi Yan, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Claire Reardon, Student, University of Kentucky
Brad Lee, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jennifer Cramer, Faculty, University of Kentucky



Leah Hamilton, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Gail Wallace, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Zachary Stribling, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Stephen Krueger, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jordan Phemister, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Ernest Yanarella, Faculty [Emeritus], University of Kentucky
Andrea Erhardt, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jake Ferguson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Robert Jones, Undergraduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jillian Winter, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Doug Slaymaker, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Xiaoqin Wang, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Ren Xu, Faculty, University of Kentucky
John Nash, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Elena Andrews, Student, University of Kentucky
Kathryn Montalbano, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Patrick Gehringer, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Mario Midence Ordonez, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Callie Dickman, Student, University of Kentucky
Vincent Donahue, Student, University of Kentucky
Micayah Mayberry, Student, University of Kentucky
Austin Collier, Student, University of Kentucky
Anastasia Curwood, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Mary Meyer, Student, University of Kentucky
Peter Perry, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Abby Nudd, Student, University of Kentucky
Ashlyn Nudd, Student, University of Kentucky
Madison Fuchs, Student, University of Kentucky
Mia Cinelli, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Alexander Rabchevsky, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Jonathon Frost, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Sadia Zoubir-Shaw, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Caleb Wilson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
James Hao, Student, University of Kentucky
Jess Dominguez, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Eric Demann, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Claire Fraser, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Drew Heverin, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Edward Morris, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Allison Soult, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Ari Almeida, Student, University of Kentucky
Alan Richardson, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Kevin O'Connor, Faculty [Contingent], University of Kentucky
Cassie Hayes, Student, University of Kentucky



Joseph Durso, Student, University of Kentucky
Madison Mitchell, Student, University of Kentucky
Ricky Case, Student, University of Kentucky
Margaux Crider, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Patrick Mooney, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Rusty Barrett, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Ying Lu, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Geunyeong Cha, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Jimmy Robinson, Graduate Worker, University of Kentucky
Donglin Yan, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Bryce Short, Student, University of Kentucky
TK Logan, Faculty, University of Kentucky
Elise Franklin, Faculty, University of Louisville
David Henry, Staff, University of Louisville
Anika Strand, Staff, University of Louisville
V. Adams, Faculty, University of Louisville
Kevin Brock, Faculty, University of South Carolina
Will Gervais, Faculty, Brunel University London; formerly University of Kentucky
Jerry Nachtwey, Faculty, Eastern Kentucky University
Michelle Gremp, Faculty, Eastern Kentucky University
Annie Adams, Faculty, Morehead State University
Itza Zavala, Faculty, Morehead University
Joseph Robertshaw, Faculty [Contingent], University of Alabama - Huntsville
Finn Haight
Sahar Alameh-Navalesi
Seth Mccray, Student
Samantha Criswell, Undergraduate Worker
Benjamin Smith
Aurora Speltz, Student
Laura Derringer
Leah Bourne
Ramakanth Kavuluru
Kaitlyn Smith, Student
April Grace, Faculty
Elliott Tune, Student
Rodya Evert, Student
Joshua Smith
Avivah Case, Student
Abigail Reeder, Student
Darrell Speltz, Community Supporter
Francisco Pecina, Community Supporter
Darrin Rogers, Community Supporter
Rebecca Ferrell, Community Supporter
Meg McGuire, Community Supporter



Tim Horner, Community Supporter
Curtis Pomilia, Community Supporter
Claire Hilbrecht, Community Supporter
Ezekiel Perkins, Community Supporter

To add your name to this petition, visit ucwkentucky.org/protect-faculty-governance
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