
 

Settlements and The 
Environment 

 
Looking outside the window at this grey December day, it’s hard to imagine that just two years 
ago the city was covered in icy white. 
 
The ice storm of 2013 brought Toronto, which is usually sheltered from the harsh conditions 
common in the Maritimes and Montreal, to its knees. Two squalls on Dec. 20 and Dec. 22 
covered the city in 20 to 30 mm of a slick layer of freezing rain, coating everything in ice. Trees 
toppled like candy canes, crushing power lines and leaving almost 70,000 residents in the cold 
and dark on Christmas Eve. 

 
It was horrible, yes. 
People suffered; 
some died. 
 
But there was an 
eerie beauty to the 
cityscape, as though 
Toronto was frozen 
in time. 
A year on and 
Torontonians are 
stewing like a tepid 
pot of tea as they 
trudge through the 
acrid brown slime 
that has 
accumulated on the 

city streets after a few days of mild drizzles. People sweat underneath their overcoats, freshly 
dry-cleaned in anticipation of December chills that never chilled. There is no cold. There is no 
warmth . . . only a light fog on window panes. 
 
When the ice storm hit, it uprooted 50,000 tonnes of debris, turning tree branches into weapons 
of mother nature capable of taking out windows, cars and power lines. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hurricane+katrina 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hurricane+katrina


 

How Can Physical Processes Affect Settlements? 
 

Image Process 

Volcano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Earth Quake 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Land Slide 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Quiz Review 
 
 
Concepts 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Items TO Study 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minus Question 2 
 
 

 



 

Marking Scheme 
 

Complete:  Question 1,3,4 

 
Questions SHould include 

-​Full sentences 
-​Examples from case study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Coastal Erosion vs Rising Sea Levels 

 

Coastal Erosion Rising Sea Levels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Examples Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bangledesh: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAkz1AVZY_Y 
 
Follow Up Questions​ Date:____________________ 
 

1.​ How does the video display either coastal erosion or rising sea levels?  
How is this harming the population and environment? 

 
2.​ What is the difference between coastal erosion and rising sea levels? 

 
3.​ Is Canada at risk of experiencing any of these geographical 

occurrences? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAkz1AVZY_Y

