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Theme Development Resources - Spring 2020  
The Yearbook Whys Podcast  
@YearbookWhys    iteachyearbook@gmail.com  

 

     This episode of The Yearbook Whys podcast will help yearbook staffs and advisers develop 

themes for their 2021 books (and beyond!) with a proven, structured approach. It’s short and includes 

supplemental materials, linked below. 

     In just about 25 minutes, Mike and award-winning adviser Carrie Faust, MJE, outline the “Story, 

Words, Pretty” development process in a resource that you can easily use with your students as a 

distance learning assignment — have them listen to the podcast (linked below) and make use of the 

guided notes & brainstorming page linked here. Also, you can learn about accessing visual inspiration 

and resources via Zinio, RB Digital and/or Flipster, which may be offered by your local libraries.  

     Finally, thanks to a network of award-winning advisers nationwide, we’re happy to offer you links to 

digital versions of 2019 yearbooks to share with your students on the following pages. ​

     Please note: we hope these resources inspire in-depth discussions about how staffs fully 

embraced their themes, creating spinoff and coverage opportunities, utilizing color, type and graphics, 

and more. While we want you to explore and ponder, “Wow - how did they do that!?,” and “Why did 

they do that?,” we want to discourage you from copying a staff’s theme statement or duplicating their 

words and look/vibe. Use these resources for discussion, and be inspired, but don’t copy.  

 
Theme in 25 Minutes with Carrie Faust - S3E6 - ​
            Direct Link (mp3 audio) 
​ Via Apple iTunes Podcasts 
​ Via Google Play Podcasts  
 
Episode Timestamps:  

00:00 - Intro 
3:35 - Why Theme?  
6:55 - What’s the ONE thing?  
8:40 - The 3-Part Development: Story, Words, Pretty 
9:15 - Story - The Soul 
12:40 - Theme as a Person 
14:15 - Words and “Just Do It”  
19:00 - Pretty - The Look 
22:20 - Design inspiration & visual resources 
24:30 - Recap - Story, Words, Pretty / Concept, Phrase and Vibe 
25:15 - Overtime: Making it real in Spring & Summer 2020 - online collaboration 

http://twitter.com/yearbookwhys
mailto:iteachyearbook@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tLoU_Y_awSxywMQj0fRiUQ_lQnVWCVGm
https://www.zinio.com/
https://rbdigital.com/
https://flipster.ebsco.com/
https://pinecast.com/listen/e018980d-bc18-4c09-97d1-974e995ff210.mp3
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s3e6-theme-in-25-minutes/id1332045204?i=1000472796782
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9waW5lY2FzdC5jb20vZmVlZC95ZWFyYm9va3doeXM&episode=aHR0cHM6Ly9waW5lY2FzdC5jb20vZ3VpZC9lMDE4OTgwZC1iYzE4LTRjMDktOTdkMS05NzRlOTk1ZmYyMTA&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwiW4JDJxYfpAhXRlnIEHdudBZAQjrkEegQICBAE&ep=6


 
Additional episode resources: ​
     Guided notes & brainstorming worksheet​
​

     Theme Mood board      - Mike’s Theme Development project from Tesserae -  2022 prep 
 
Theme 101 Deep-Dive Episode - Season 1, Episode 11 - 2018 - 1h 25m - A GREAT listen for advisers!  
​ via Apple iTunes Podcasts 
​ via Google Play Podcasts 
 
2019 Yearbooks — Digital Resource Library - Click links or link from picture to see entire book!  
 

Etruscan 
Glenbrook South HS 
Glenview, Illinois​
​
Editors: Samantha Boas &​
 Kaelyn Coleman 
Adviser: Brenda Field​
​
Theme: ​

Just You Watch 

 

The Lion 
McKinney HS 
McKinney, Texas​
​
Editors: Sydney Anderson, Lexi    ​
    Harris & Kayla Thompson 
Advisers: Alyssa Boehringer, ​
   Curtis Christian​
​
Theme: ​

Ins & Outs 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tLoU_Y_awSxywMQj0fRiUQ_lQnVWCVGm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jrH9rOlgrddPEM-Ci26sZtKqZa-wVCUWxEwpuMcaRSE/edit?usp=sharing
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-11-how-theme-development/id1332045204?i=1000412373950
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9waW5lY2FzdC5jb20vZmVlZC95ZWFyYm9va3doeXM&episode=aHR0cHM6Ly9waW5lY2FzdC5jb20vZ3VpZC9lOWUyZjMwOC0wYmUxLTQ0N2UtYmU1NC0wOTQxOTM3NWZmNjM&ved=0CEkQzsICahcKEwjg-qjnrYbpAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBQ&hl=en
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/sdnafc486uo9a01/AAAGUQY8ZTjw1pINapouYaMQa?dl=0
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5ucHIub3JnLzUxMDMxNy9wb2RjYXN0LnhtbA&episode=ZWNjODY3NTItODU3Zi00ZmFmLTgxNzItYzQ0MGRiNjMxZDNk&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwj3mrbJt4bpAhXrlHIEHe2EDvMQieUEegQIBxAE&ep=6
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9ojqetndom88gkk/AAA59QwTiPyQqzRydmehHHBqa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9ojqetndom88gkk/AAA59QwTiPyQqzRydmehHHBqa?dl=0


The Scrapbook 
Westfield Middle School 
Westfield, Indiana​
 
Editors: Ryan Barrett, Kaylee ​
    Roberts & Delainey Wallace 
Adviser: Allie Staub​
​
Theme: ​

We’ve Totally ​
Got This 

 

Westwind 
West Henderson High School 
Hendersonville, North Carolina​
 
Editor: Moriah Fender 
Adviser: Jason Livingston​
​
Theme: ​

But That’s ​
Another Story 

 

Tigrium 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy 
Melbourne, Florida 
 
Editor: Caroline Dixon 
Adviser: Sarah Tricano​
​
Theme: ​

Better in Bold 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qen3t9g9he8pcq5/AABMD5NoHhHvufdu_1u2iQoba?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qen3t9g9he8pcq5/AABMD5NoHhHvufdu_1u2iQoba?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qen3t9g9he8pcq5/AABMD5NoHhHvufdu_1u2iQoba?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wviz9ukfh7yd10b/AABiOecik3uYjjcSoEysYmrea?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wviz9ukfh7yd10b/AABiOecik3uYjjcSoEysYmrea?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wviz9ukfh7yd10b/AABiOecik3uYjjcSoEysYmrea?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jkt6gjlknz9bss1/AADciapl8tnZHjCtaVCqQJaEa?dl=0


Highlander 
Highland Park High School 
Dallas, Texas​
 
Editors: Allie Anthony, Brittany 
Cooksey, Halley Ray 
Adviser: Margie Raper​
​
Theme:​

Through These 
Arches 

 

Techniques 
Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology 
Alexandria, Virginia​
 
Editors: Elizabeth Ling and ​
     Thea Wang 
Adviser: Erinn Harris​
​
Theme:​

Impossible? ​
Try Me.  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZZVQ1G9Og_y765Jwg7diJWhwOpdYLSQe
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZZVQ1G9Og_y765Jwg7diJWhwOpdYLSQe
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZZVQ1G9Og_y765Jwg7diJWhwOpdYLSQe
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkm7mm72g2kg3h4/AAB6mrNvSal6xTCEd1LTfaZ8a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkm7mm72g2kg3h4/AAB6mrNvSal6xTCEd1LTfaZ8a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkm7mm72g2kg3h4/AAB6mrNvSal6xTCEd1LTfaZ8a?dl=0

