
 
 

Grade 7 - Social Studies - September 

Massachusetts Learning Standards Taught in this Unit 
[7.T2] 1. On a physical map of the world, use cardinal directions, map scales, key/legend, and title 
to locate East Asia. Locate important physical features (e.g. the Huang He [Yellow] River and 
Chang Jiang [Yangtze] Rivers, and the Himalayan Mountains) and other characteristics of the 
region. Use other kinds of maps (e.g., landform, population, climate) to determine important 
characteristics of this region.  
2. On a political map of the region, demonstrate map reading skills to distinguish countries, capitals, 
and other cities and to describe their absolute location (using latitude and longitude coordinates) 
and relative location (relationship to other countries, cities, or bodies of water); use knowledge of 
maps to complement information gained from text about a city, country or region. 
 
[7.T2a] 1. On a physical map of the world, use cardinal directions, map scales, key/legend, and title 
to locate East Asia. Locate important physical features (e.g. the Huang He [Yellow] River and 
Chang Jiang [Yangtze] Rivers, and the Himalayan Mountains) and other characteristics of the 
region. Use other kinds of maps (e.g., landform, population, climate) to determine important 
characteristics of this region.  
2. On a political map of the region, demonstrate map reading skills to distinguish countries, capitals, 
and other cities and to describe their absolute location (using latitude and longitude coordinates) 
and relative location (relationship to other countries, cities, or bodies of water); use knowledge of 
maps to complement information gained from text about a city, country or region. 
3. Explain how absolute and relative locations, major physical characteristics, climate and natural 
resources in this region have influenced settlement patterns, population size, and economies of the 
countries. 
 
[7.T2b] 1. Describe the topography and climate of eastern Asia, including the importance of 
mountain ranges and deserts, and explain how geography influenced the development of Chinese 
complex societies.  
2. Describe important economic, political, and religious developments in early Chinese history and 
evaluate the ways in which they are similar to or different from the characteristics of societies in 
other regions of the world.  

-​ a. the continuity of rule and encouragement of learning in the Shang and Zhou dynasties (c. 
1600–256 BCE)  

-​ b. the teachings of Confucius (551–479 BCE), including writings on ethics and good 
government, codes of proper conduct, and relationships between parent and child, friend 
and friend, husband and wife, and subject and ruler and the philosophy/religion of Taoism, 
emphasizing harmony of humanity and nature  

-​ c. the First Emperor’s unification of China in the short Qin Dynasty (221–206 BCE) by 
subduing warring factions, seizing land, centralizing government, imposing strict rules, and 
creating, with the use of slave labor, large state building projects for irrigation, transportation, 
and defense (e.g., the Great Wall) and his own tomb with life-size terracotta warriors  

-​ d. the Chinese ideographic writing system (characters, which are symbols for 
concepts/ideas) and how it differs from an alphabetic writing system e. important 



technologies of China such as bronze casting, silk and gunpowder manufacture.  
-​ f. China’s role in trade across Asia and to and from Africa and Europe along the Silk Roads 

and the introduction of Buddhism in China starting c. 1st century CE. 
 
[7.T2c] 1. Trace the spread of Buddhism from India in the 4th century BCE to China, Korea, and 
Japan, and its development in Japan from the 6th through the 13th century CE; explain significant 
cultural contributions of ancient Japan (e.g., Buddhist philosophy, art, calligraphy, and temple and 
landscape architecture).  
2. Describe the impact of encounters, such as through trade, religion, and conquest, among the 
ancient civilizations of China, Japan, and Korea. 

 


