
 

Terms of Reference (ToR)  
 

Role:  
Qualitative Researcher 
 

Based:  

Voice of Children, Lalitpur ,Nepal 
 

Project:  
Child Labour-Action-Research-Innovation in South and South-Eastern Asia (CLARISSA) 
 

Background: 
CLARISSA is a consortium partnership programme led by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) and 

implemented in partnership with Terre des hommes, Child Hope UK and Consortium for Street Children 

to generate a strong evidence base on, and innovative solutions to, the worst forms of child 

labour (WFCL) in Bangladesh and Nepal. The programme focuses on surfacing key drivers of the worst 

forms of child labour and developing interventions to counteract them. The primary beneficiaries of the 

programme are children in the WFCL and those who are vulnerable to being drawn into it. The families 

of these children will benefit from greater resilience to shocks, better options for their children’s safe and 

healthy future and less intra-family stress and conflict.  
 

PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH (PAR) and CHILDREN’S RESEARCH GROUPS (CRG) will form a core part 

of the programme. The PAR process will generate evidence-based activities and innovations and pilot 

interventionsaimed at changing the realities and agency of child labourers and the development and 

scale up of child focused strategies to end WFCL.   
 

The THEMATIC RESEARCH component of the programme entails a rigorous and coherent research 

agenda for the overarching themes of urban neighbourhoods and supply chains and human chains. Very 

little work has been done to map the spatial, relational and commercial dynamics of child labour in its 

worst forms, obscuring potential points for intervention to shift urban and supply chain systems. In 

response to these knowledge gaps the thematic research team (TRT) has developed a set of research 

questions which will help identify the dynamics which produce and reproduce the WFCL within 

neighbourhoods and supply chains.  
 

Methods for the thematic research component of the programme will include: 
●​ interviews and focus groups 

●​ ethnographic ‘immersions’ with households and ‘shadowing’ of small businesses. 

●​ social mapping and GIS mapping 

●​ visual methods including some version of photovoice and or participatory video. 

●​ Dialogic data analysis 

●​ Coding of interview transcripts 

 



 

A Child Centred Programme:   
Children’s agency is at the centre of the CLARISSA programme: The programme supports children to 

collect child-focused evidence and will generate child-focused and child-identified solutions. It 

undertakes a Child Rights approach with a strong emphasis on safeguarding. All programme actions take 

into account and respect the right of the child, as set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.   
 

Action Research: 
The core driver of innovation in this programme is Participatory and Systemic Action Research. Action 

research is a programming modality which combines cycles of evidence gathering and learning from 

action. It is designed to enable diverse groups to meet over a period of time to consider evidence and 

generate theories of change about interventions; plan and programme innovative solutions; test the 

solutions in real time, and then evaluate them. In this way action research groups act as engines of new 

innovation. These cycles of action and reflection continue until a robust model of action is developed 

and trialled. The programme will link multiple and parallel action research groups to form a sophisticated 

architecture for adaptive learning and management (systemic action research) and will ensure that 

children are central to this process. Activities of action research groups will typically be oriented towards 

self-help and mutual aid activities but will also contribute to the development of local institutional 

solutions (including those of local NGO’s/ employers etc.).  
 

A typical action research process involves multiple meetings over a period of between 12and eighteen 

months. It is necessary to go through the following phases in building action research groups:  

  

●​ Contextual research to identify the drivers of WFCL and consequently the different foci of action 
research groups;  

●​ A series of trust building meetings (which can be accompanied by visits to households, street sites 
and or work sites);   

●​ Local evidence gathering around the specific issues being explored;   
●​ Generation of Theories of Change and Actions, and potential indicators of success;  
●​ Implementation of actions and monitoring and assessment of intervention outcomes;  
●​ Refining actions and developing new actions based on the assessment of the early phase actions;  
●​ Bringing significant successes into cross action research learning groups with a view to scaling. 
 

Overall purpose of the role: 
The Qualitative Researcher will be primarily responsible for overseeing the thematic research 

component in  Nepal . She or he will be responsible for facilitating liaison and learning between the 

thematic research and  Action Research Groups and other participatory processes that form a critical 

part of the implementation of the CLARISSA programme in Nepal. She or he may also contribute to the 

facilitating some action research alongside the participatory facilitators as needed.  
 

Duties and Responsibilities:  
●​ Liaising with IDS and consortium Thematic Research Team (TRT) to ensure that the methodological 

approach designed for thematic research in the country is effectively implemented  



 

●​ Lead and engage in spatial mapping to identify spatial dynamics which lead to worst forms of child 
labour  

●​ Support children’s research group in participatory mapping by providing children with technical 
mapping skills, enabling analysis of the maps, identifying themes for neighbourhood-based action 
research, and supporting the generation of innovative action with a spatial focus  

●​ Support participatory facilitators/ community mobilisers on Reality Check Analysis (RCA) type 
shadowing of families and home stays in low-resource neighbourhoods, co-analyse observations, 
identify Action Research groups, generate evidence around key themes, generate activity level 
theory of change, and assess impact of actions  

●​ Support participatory facilitators/ community mobilisers in shadowing of informal small businesses 
in supply chain to collectively explore critical factors and to generate business level evidence and 
identify solutions to them within the group 

●​ Facilitate Participatory Action Research groups, Children’s Research Group and other participatory 
processes where appropriate 

●​ Integrate the data of the thematic research with other data streams within the CLARISSA programme 
 
Hours:  Full Time 
 

Duration of contract: 12 months starting from November/December 2021 (with possible extension 

depending on the performance and resource availability) 

Report to: Country Coordinator/ Senior Participatory Action Researcher 

Travel:  The post holder will be expected to undertake frequent travel within Nepal. 

Competencies required : 

Areas Essential Desirable 
Education 
and training 

Master’s in anthropology/social sciences -​ Graduate degree in social 

science/development 

studies/anthropology or 

similar field 

Skills and 
experience 

-​ Minimum 5 years’ experience of doing 
qualitative research  

-​ Strong participatory facilitation skills 
-​ Proven experience of facilitating participatory 

discussions 
-​ Proven experience of independently managing 

qualitative research projects or complex 
research-based programmes  

-​ Proven experience of working with marginalized 
and disadvantaged communities, preferably in 
low-resource urban neighbourhoods 

-​ Familiarity with a range of participatory tools 
and approaches with marginalized and 
disadvantaged communities including children  

-​ Prior experience managing 
qualitative research 
following participatory 
research methods 

-​ Prior experience coding 
qualitative data sets with 
NVIVO or similar software 

-​ Prior experience with the 
following research 
methods: semi-structured 
interviews, focus group 
discussions, ethnographic 
immersions, work 
shadowing, social mapping, 



 

-​ Experience and knowledge of safeguarding and 
risk assessment with vulnerable and marginal 
groups 

-​ Fluency in spoken and written Nepali and 
English 

GIS mapping, photovoice, 
participatory video 
 

Knowledge -​ Good understanding of the realities faced by 
children in the worst forms of child labour and 
those who are vulnerable to being drawn into 
it. 

-​ Strong competence in using MS Office 

-​ Knowledge of adult 
entertainment sector 
(Nepal) 

-​ Use of NVIVO for 
qualitative coding 

Personal 
attributes 

-​ Passion for the programmed approach e.g. 
participatory approach, child centeredness  

-​ Passion for qualitative research with vulnerable 
children and community living in marginalised 
context  

-​ Interest in working with children in low 
resourced areas of Kathmandu Valley 

-​ Self-motivated, goal-oriented, flexible and 
adaptive manners, enthusiastic, and 
entrepreneurial attitude 

-​ Commitment to team and collaborative working 
-​ Understanding of the value and importance of 

supervision and ability to accept supervision. 
-​ Comfortable facilitating emergent processes, 

allowing outcomes to emerge through dialogue 
and action over time 

-​ Willingness to accept new responsibilities as 
and when those are assigned by the line 
supervisor. 
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