A.

Outline of 1 John

First John. The apostle John probably wrote the three letters that bear his name in the city of
Ephesus, where he spent the latter years of his life. They are general letters of counsel to the
Christians scattered throughout the Roman Empire.

B. Authorship. Scholars have long debated whether the apostle John or another Christian leader

name John wrote these letters. The arguments pro and con are very complicated. But many
scholars support the traditional belief that the apostle wrote the Gospel of John and these
letters as well.

C. Contents. This letter dwells on the nature of Christ, His mission, and His principal doctrines
(concerning the Christian life). It also shows the distinction between true and false believers.
I.  Introduction 1:1-4
Il.  Fellowship’s conditions 1:5-10
A. Conformity to a standard 1:5-7
B. Confession of sin 1:8-10
[ll.  Fellowship’s conduct 2:11-29
A. The character of our conduct: imitation 2:1-11
1. The principle of imitation 2:1-2
2. The pattern for imitation 2:3-6
3. The proof of our imitation 2:7-11
B. The commandment for our conduct: separation 2:12-17
1. The address of the commandment 2:12-14
2. The commandment against worldliness 2:15-17
C. The creed for our conduct: affirmation 2:18-29
1. The necessity for acreed 2:18-21
2. The nature of the creed 2:22-29
IV.  Fellowship’s characteristics 3:1-24
A. In relation to our prospect - purity 3:1-3
1. The reasons for purity 3:1-3a
2. The meaning of purity 3:3b
B. In relation to our position-righteousness and love 3:4-18
C. In relation to our prayer - answers 3:19-24
1. Dependent on confidence 3:19-21
2. Dependent on obedience 3:22-24
V.  Fellowship’s cautions 4:1-21
A. A caution concerning lying spirits: false prophets 4:1-6
1. The existence of lying spirits 4:1
2. The examination of lying spirits 4:2-6
B. A caution concerning a loving spirit: false profession 4:7-21
1. The ground of love 4:7-10
2. The glories of love 4:11-21
VI.  Fellowship’s cause 5:1-21
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A. Faith in Christ proved by the conduct we exhibit 5:1-5

B. Faith in Christ proved by the credentials we exhibit 5:6-12
1. The evidence of the credentials 5:6-8
2. The effect of the credentials 5:9-12

C. Faith in Christ proved by the confidence we exhibit 5:13-21
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