RWS411 Fall 2026 Schedule

Zoom link for conferences and online meetings with the instructor.

WEEK 1
Mon 08/24

Wed 08/26

WEEK 2
Mon 08/31

Wed 09/02

WEEK 3
Mon 09/07

Wed 09/09

WEEK 4
Mon 09/14

Introductions, overview, assignments, course wiki, Hypothes.is, Al tools.

Reading and Writing Al. Read and discuss

Kinstler "A University System Went All In on A.l." Kinsly
Ettinghausen “What | Learned Reading Student ChatGPT Logs Bree

Vee, “How are Students Using Al?” (3 pages) Hazem

Survey of interests/experiences. Potential paper topics.
Volunteers for 08/31 readings.
Homework for 08/26

Perspectives on Al. Read and discuss:

Goldberg, “Why College Grads are Booing Al” Sanders, “Al Belongs to the People,” Caleb
Goldstein, “What Do Students Lose?” Isabella

Mills, “Why Write?” Amia

Mollick “Using Al Right Now: A Quick Guide”

Volunteers for 09/02 readings (select text, insert comment in this doc)
Homework for 08/31

Writing and Al: Entering the Conversation

Read and discuss

Walsh, “Everyone is Cheating Their Way Through College,” Justin
Dillard, “What is an Essay For in the Age of Al?” Pluto

Mollick, “15 Times to use Al, and 5 Not to,” Ima

Volunteers for 09/09 readings
Homework for 09/02

LABOR DAY NO CLASS CAMPUS CLOSED

O’Neil, “These Women Warned of Al’s Dangers” Kyla
Pickard, “Big Tech’s Empire of Extraction,” Charlotte
Kelley, “The work of helping Al destroy work” Kevin

Groups select texts for Al Presentations. Sign-up & instructions
Homework for 09/09

In-class: groups work on Al Presentations. Sign-up & instructions



https://sdsu.zoom.us/j/8426469735
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/01/magazine/ai-university-college-california.html?unlocked_article_code=1.7VA.qPK3.VDDD__VJ34II&smid=url-share
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/161459172/Ettinghousen%20Reading%20students%20ChatGPT%20logs.pdf
https://aiandhowweteach.substack.com/p/how-are-students-using-ai
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622856
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/18/opinion/ai-boo-commencement-speeches.html?unlocked_article_code=1.6lA.xLug.wckCNMzIZqSh&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/01/opinion/artificial-intelligence-bernie-sanders.html?unlocked_article_code=1.61A.A9OP.Gr5O1hYjMDwW&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/17/us/student-writing-essays-ai.html?unlocked_article_code=1.6lA.n0xR.D5rl1Fk9brv1&smid=url-share
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BMoedn9KrldTZI1Nv4zxm7glv1nDbEyYODOaR1oLrbo/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/using-ai-right-now-a-quick-guide
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622855
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/161459100/Walsh%20Everyone%20Cheating.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/161459112/Dillard%20Whats%20an%20Essay%20For.pdf
https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/15-times-to-use-ai-and-5-not-to
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622854
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/154164099/ONeill%20Women%20Warned%20Dangers%20Rolling%20Stone.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/161464149/Pickard%20AI%20Empire%20Extraction.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/10/business/ai-white-collar-jobs.html?unlocked_article_code=1.6lA.ekYA.-PMNqyVhb1-6&smid=url-share
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1URkVvZ1JrZgNGmPkKoB2LmDyZ0a_3uO693BpKqk_4R8/edit?tab=t.0
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622852
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1URkVvZ1JrZgNGmPkKoB2LmDyZ0a_3uO693BpKqk_4R8/edit?tab=t.0

Wed 09/16

WEEK 5
Mon 09/21

Wed 09/23

WEEK 6
Mon 09/28

Wed 09/30

WEEK 7
Mon 10/05

Wed 10/07

WEEK 9
Mon 10/12

Wed 10/14

WEEK 10
Mon 10/19

Discuss short writing exercise 2 options.

Homework for 09/14

In-class or online: groups work on Al Presentations. Sign-up & instructions
Discuss short writing exercise 2 options.

Group presentations part 1

Group presentations part 2
Homework for 09/23 part 1: share link to group presentation
Homework for 09/23 part 2: hand in short writing exercise 2

Volunteers for 09/28 readings

Why Writing Matters |
Read and discuss Ong, “Some Psychodynamics of Orality”
Sacasas, “Inescapable Town Square.”

Homework for 09/28: Analyzing Ong and Sacasas

Workshop Wednesday
Short Writing Exercise 3: Applying Ong

Volunteers for 10/05 reading
Why Writing Matters Il

Read and discuss Thompson, Public Thinking, Micheal
Homework for 10/05

Workshop Wednesday
Experiments with prompt design. Exploring NotebookLM.
Read proposal assignment

Homework for 10/07

Draft proposals due. Brief presentations/progress reports

Conferences with Instructor (Zoom and/or my office SH114C)

PROPOSAL DUE
Al for creativity and therapy?


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1URkVvZ1JrZgNGmPkKoB2LmDyZ0a_3uO693BpKqk_4R8/edit?tab=t.0
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622851
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622849
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622850
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019234/Ong_psychodynamics_orality%281%29.pdf
https://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/the-inescapable-town-square
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622848
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mj5vDIBonsH62CO9MeTneyvGgS6wb-4c/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/150110607/Thompson_Pub_ThinkingF2022.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622847
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18UP4VLiG28x3iW1lUWLI3PAuwfKvYbfF/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622846
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18UP4VLiG28x3iW1lUWLI3PAuwfKvYbfF/edit

Read and discuss
Marche, “The Future of Writing Is a Lot Like Hip-Hop
Doctorow, “What Should Creative Workers Do About Al?”

Petre and Ticona, “Starving Artists vs Al”

Homework for 10/19

Wed 10/21  Workshop Wednesday:
How Can Al Assist Rhetorical Analysis & Creative Writing?
Using A.l. to help interpret, analyze, and evaluate an argument.
Playful prompting. Creative applications of A.l. tools

Short Writing Exercise 4: A.l. for rhetorical analysis and creative work
Volunteers for 10/28 readings

WEEK 11

Mon 10/26 | Workshop Monday:
How Can Al Assist Rhetorical Analysis & Creative Writing?
Using A.l. to help interpret, analyze, and evaluate an argument.
Playful prompting. Creative applications of A.l. tools

Short Writing Exercise 4: A.l. for rhetorical analysis and creative work
Volunteers for 10/28 readings

Wed 10/28 | The Past and Present of Online Community
Read and discuss
Werry, "Imagined Electronic Community"
Pariser and Allen, "Our Democracy Needs Digital Public Infrastructure'
Homework for 10/28

WEEK 12

Mon 11/02 | Workshop
MyEssayFeedback, Al feedback, and writing coaches

Wed 11/04 | Social media, demagoguery, and authoritarian populism
Read: 1-page handout key elements of demagoguery
Roberts-Miller, "Rhetorical Characteristics of Demagoguery

Wallace, Inaugural Speech
Homework for 11/04

WEEK 13
Mon 11/09 Social media, Al, demagoguery, and authoritarian populism continued

Read analyzing authoritarian populist rhetorics and apply to excerpts from speeches

before and on Jan 6 attack at the Capitol
Volunteers for 11/16 readings

Homework for 11/09



https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019228/Marche%20Writing%20HipHop.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/164800062/doctorow%20ai%20and%20creatives.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/164800065/petre%20ticona%20ai%20v%20artists.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622845
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sioiarRgcZpKoGAfmWTGFlM0BgXq4g2J/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sioiarRgcZpKoGAfmWTGFlM0BgXq4g2J/edit
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/143257419/werry_imagined_community-pdf.pdf
https://www.politico.com/amp/news/agenda/2021/01/05/to-thrive-our-democracy-needs-digital-public-infrastructure-455061?__twitter_impression=true&s=03
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622844
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I_qSy_TUxYdZNg0Xb9tZUF4S60kVhCac4SY1VTQK-lA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AoK28caGXWOG3xr77j9gSMt1ehayA_Z4kP5HslYcy9I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G6Rcqmg0oTob1cuOIXeyCGYqE0qGin--HfPbw2EL2R4/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622842
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11rTBmpAMLRW7dpGTfivCe8kLl9QIY7ZgVEI8SGdP778/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xUxP0Uxdd_BjcjuErqaHkdM3tlppA3EBD6t_lkKoUPE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rMYguhgMnpVN87DYHC0ZHXJWEiOd5lHcBFGk9QnnPsw/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622841

Wed 11/11

WEEK 14
Mon 11/16

Wed 11/18

WEEK 15

Mon 11/23

Wed 11/25

WEEK 16
Mon 11/30

Wed 12/02

WEEK 17

Mon 12/07

Wed 12/09

12/14

Writing Workshop
Working on final paper/projects & using Al to assist

Social Media and Free Speech

Read and discuss Tufecki "It's the (Democracy-Poisoning) Golden Age of Free Speech"
Tufecki, "YouTube The Great Radicalizer." (1 page)
Hassan, “Subscribe to PewDiePie”

Homework for 11/16

Latest/Revised Project draft due
Conferences with Instructor (Zoom and/or my office SH114C)

Conferences and peer review

THANKSGIVING NO CLASS

Digital Literacy and Debating Haidt

Read Wineburg et al's short paper on digital literacy

Twenge's, The Screen That Ate Your Child’s Education

Haidt's Senate testimony, “Teen Mental Health Is Plummeting.”

Homework for 11/30

Workshop Wednesday
Drafting and peer review

Presentations

Presentations
Final day of classes

FINAL PAPER DUE


https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/158019243/Tufecki%20Free%20Speech%281%29.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/150110610/Tufecki_MacnameeF2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qhyG8jLCk90z2Yz3Efgki5diAz2K4uk0A3G8HQ71gWI/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622843
https://stacks.stanford.edu/file/druid:mf412bt5333/Educating_for_Misunderstanding.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/162467838/Twenge%20Screen%20That%20Ate%20Your%20Childs%20Education.pdf
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Haidt%20Testimony.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/208329/discussion_topics/1622840

