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Jezebel 
 

1 Kings 12-16 
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam rules after Solomon. He rejects the advice of Solmon’s advisors, 
becoming a cruel king and refusing to listen to the people. Therefore, Israel breaks away from 
Judah and becomes its own kingdom under Jeroboam, former servant to Solomon.  
Jeroboam has a theological problem as King of Israel, namely that the Temple is in Jerusalem 
and not in his kingdom. Therefore, he creates golden calves to be the gods of his kingdom, 
creating new cultic centers in Dan and Bet El. God gets really mad and promises to end 
Jeroboam’s house and exile those who live in Israel.  
This does not happen immediately, rather the kings who are descendants of Jeroboam in Israel 
and the kings who are descendants of Solomon in Judah are constantly fighting. Israel descends 
into chaos as army commanders keep killing the kings and becoming kings themselves. 
Everyone does evil in the eyes of God.  

 טז פרק א מלכים
1 Kings 16 

29. And Ahab, son of Omri, became King 
over Israel in the 38th year that Asa was King 
of Judah. And Ahab, son of Omri, was King 
over Israel in Samaria for 22 years.  
30. And Ahab, son of Omri, did evil in the 
eyes of YHWH, more than everyone (who 
had come) before him.  
31. And it was a trivial thing for him to go 
after the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat. And 
he took a wife, Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, 
King of Sidon. And he went and he 
worshipped the Baal, and he bowed low to 
him.  
32. And he raised up an altar to Baal, the 
temple of Baal that he built in Samaria.  
33. And Ahab made the Ashtora, and Ahab 
continued to do what angered YHWH, 
Elohim of Israel, more than all the kings of 
Israel that were before him.  

ב כט י וְאַחְאָ֣ ל מָלַךְ֙ בֶּן־עָמְרִ֗  עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵ֔
ת ים בִּשְׁנַ֨ ה וּשְׁמנֹהֶ֙ שְׁלֹשִׁ֤ א שָׁנָ֔ לֶךְ לְאָסָ֖  מֶ֣
ה יּמְִלֹךְ יהְוּדָ֑ ב וַ֠ י אַחְאָ֨  עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ בֶּן־עָמְרִ֤

מְר֔וֹן ֹ֣ ים בְּשׁ יםִ עֶשְׂרִ֥   שָׁנָהֽ׃ וּשְׁתַּ֖
עַשׂ ל ב וַיַּ֨ י אַחְאָ֧ ע בֶּן־עָמְרִ֛ ה בְּעֵינֵ֣י הָרַ֖  יהְוָ֑

ל ֹ֖ ר מִכּ   לְפָנָיֽו׃ אֲשֶׁ֥
ל וַיֽהְִי֙ לא אות לֶכְתּ֔וֹ הֲנקֵָ֣ ֹ֖ ם בְּחַטּ  יָרָֽבְעָ֣

ט ח בֶּן־נבְָ֑ ה וַיּקִַּ֨ בֶל אִשָּׁ֜  אֶת־אִיזֶ֗
עַל֙ לֶךְ בַּת־אֶתְבַּ֨ ים מֶ֣ לֶךְ֙ צִיֽדנִֹ֔ ד וַיֵּ֨ ֹ֣  וַיּֽעֲַב

עַל חוּ אֶת־הַבַּ֔   לֽוֹ׃ וַיּשְִׁתַּ֖
חַ וַיָּקֶ֥ם לב עַל מִזבְֵּ֖ ית לַבָּ֑ עַל בֵּ֣ ר הַבַּ֔  אֲשֶׁ֥

מְרֽוֹן׃ בָּנָ֖ה ֹֽ   בְּשׁ
ב וַיַּעַ֥שׂ לג ה אַחְאָ֖ ב וַיּ֨וֹסֶף אֶת־הָאֲֽשֵׁרָ֑  אַחְאָ֜

י אֶת־יהְוָה֙ לְהַכְעִיס֙ לַעֲֽשׂ֗וֹת ל אֱלֹהֵ֣  ישְִׂרָאֵ֔
י מִכּלֹ֙ ל מַלְכֵ֣ ר ישְִׂרָאֵ֔  לְפָנָיֽו׃ הָי֖וּ אֲשֶׁ֥
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1 Kings 17-19 
Elijah the prophet bursts onto the scene and declares to Ahab that there will be a severe drought 
in the land. God provides for Elijah while the land suffers in the drought. Eventually, God sends 
Eliajh to lift the drought. Elijah does this by having a showdown between Ahab and Jezebel’s 
(Ahab’s wife) prophets, who are prophets of Baal and Asherah, and himself, as a prophet of God. 
Things are especially sensitive because Jezebel had previously had prophets of Elijah’s God 
killed. Elijah wins the contest, kills off the prophets of Baal, and rain returns to the land. When 
Jezebel hears, she threatens Elijah’s life and he flees to sulk in the desert.  

 כא פרק א מלכים
1 Kings 21 

1. And it was after these things, that Naboth 
the Jezreelite had a vineyard that is in Jezreel, 
next to the palace of Ahab, King of Samaria.  
2. And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, “Please 
give me your vineyard so that it may be for 
me a vegetable garden, because it is close to 
my house. And let me give you in place of it a 
better vineyard. (Or) if it is good in your eyes, 
let me give you silver in its price.  

י א ים אַחַר֙ וַיהְִ֗ לֶּה הַדְּבָרִ֣ רֶם הָאֵ֔  הָיָה֛ כֶּ֧
י לְנבָ֥וֹת ר הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִ֖ אל אֲשֶׁ֣ צֶל בְּיזִרְְעֶ֑  אֵ֚
ל ב הֵיכַ֣ לֶךְ אַחְאָ֔ מְרֽוֹן׃ מֶ֖ ֹֽ  שׁ

ר ב ב וַידְַבֵּ֣  ׀ לֵאמרֹ֩ ׀ אֶל־נבָ֣וֹת אַחְאָ֣
י י אֶתֽ־כַּרְמְךָ֜ תְּנהָ־לִּ֨ ק וִיֽהִי־לִ֣ י לְגןַ־ירָָ֗  כִּ֣

צֶל קָרוֹב֙ ה֤וּא י אֵ֣ יו לְךָ֙ וְאֶתְּנָ֤ה בֵּיתִ֔  תַּחְתָּ֔
רֶם נּוּ ט֣וֹב כֶּ֖ ם מִמֶּ֑ יךָ ט֣וֹב אִ֚  אֶתְּנהָ־לְךָ֥ בְּעֵינֶ֔
סֶף יר כֶ֖  זֶהֽ׃ מְחִ֥

 
1.​ Why does Ahab say he wants Naboth’s vineyard? What reasons might he have for 

wanting a vegetable garden? 
 

2.​ How does Ahab relate to Naboth? What sort of language does he use? He is a king. What 
sort of activities does he seem to be engaged in ? 

 
3.​ How does the portrait of the king taking land here compare to the portrait of a king taking 

land that Samuel paints in 1 Samuel 8:14? Keep that portrait in mind as you continue to 
read.  
 

3. And Naboth said to Ahab, “YHWH himself 
forbid that I should give the inheritance of my 
ancestors to you.” 
4. And Ahab came to his house, resentful and 
dejected/vexed about the thing that Naboth 
the Jezreelite said to him when he said, “I will 
not give you the inheritance of my ancestors.” 

אמֶר ג ֹ֥ ב נבָ֖וֹת וַיּ ילָה אֶל־אַחְאָ֑  לִּי֙ חָלִ֤
ה י מֵיֽהְוָ֔ י אֶת־נַחֲֽלַ֥ת מִתִּתִּ֛  לָךְֽ אֲבתַֹ֖

ב וַיּבָאֹ֩ ד ר אֶל־בֵּית֜וֹ אַחְאָ֨ ף סַ֣  וְזעֵָ֗
ר עַל־הַדָּבָר֙ יו אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֣  נבָוֹת֙ אֵלָ֗
י אמֶר הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִ֔ ֹ֕ ן וַיּ  אֶת־נַחֲֽלַ֣ת לְךָ֖ לֹֽא־אֶתֵּ֥
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And he laid down on his bed and he turned 
away his face and he did not eat 
bread/anything. 

י ב עַל־מִטָּת֔וֹ וַיּשְִׁכַּב֙ אֲבוֹתָ֑ יו וַיּסֵַּ֥  אֶת־פָּנָ֖
כַל  לָחֶֽם׃׃ וְלֹא־אָ֥

 
1.​ How does Naboth understand Ahab’s request? What is his reason for refusing? What 

might “inheritance of my ancestors” refer to? Look at Leviticus 25:23-24 and 
Deuteronomy 19:14 for hints.  

 
2.​ How does Naboth address Ahab? Does he treat Ahab like a king? How is Ahab referred 

to by the narrator?  
 

3.​ How does Ahab understand Naboth’s refusal? Which words of his does he repeat and 
which does he leave out? What might you learn from that?  

 
 

5. And Jezebel, his wife, came to him and she 
spoke to him, “What is this that your spirit is 
turned away and you are not eating bread?” 
6. And he spoke to her, “Because I said to 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and I said to him, 
‘Please give me your vineyard for money or if 
you want let me give a vineyard instead of it.’ 
And he said, “I will not give you my 
vineyard.” 

א ה ֹ֥ יו וַתָּב ר אִשְׁתּ֑וֹ אִיזֶבֶ֣ל אֵלָ֖ יו וַתְּדַבֵּ֣  אֵלָ֗
ה רֽוּחֲךָ֣ מַה־זּהֶ֙ ל וְאֵיֽנךְָ֖ סָרָ֔   לָחֶֽם׃ אכֵֹ֥

ר ו יהָ וַידְַבֵּ֣ דַבֵּר אֵלֶ֗  אֶל־נבָ֨וֹת כִּיֽ־אֲ֠
י מַר הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִ֜ ֹ֣ י ל֗וֹ וָא  אֶתֽ־כַּרְמְךָ֙ תְּנהָ־לִּ֤

סֶף ץ א֚וֹ בְּכֶ֔ ה אִם־חָפֵ֣ רֶם אֶתְּנהָ־לְךָ֥ אַתָּ֔  כֶ֖
יו אמֶר תַּחְתָּ֑ ֹ֕ ן וַיּ  אֶת־כַּרְמִיֽ׃ לְךָ֖ לֹֽא־אֶתֵּ֥

 
1.​ How might you describe Jezebel and Ahab’s relationship here? How does it compare to 

other royal couples you have seen? How is Jezebel characterized in these verses? 
 

2.​ What changes in Ahab’s report of what happened? How is the meaning different from the 
original speech? Why might he change the report? Think of a few possible reasons.  

 

7. And Jezebel, his wife, said to him, “You, 
yourself,  now will do kingship over Israel. 
Get up, eat bread, and your heart will be 
better. I, myself, will give you the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite.  
8. And she wrote letters in the name of Ahab, 
and she sealed them with his seal, and she 
sent letters to the elders and to the nobles that 
were in his city, the ones dwelling with 
Naboth.  

אמֶר ז ֹ֤ ה אִשְׁתּ֔וֹ אִיזֶבֶ֣ל אֵלָיו֙ וַתּ ה אַתָּ֕  עַתָּ֛
ה ה תַּעֲֽשֶׂ֥ ל מְלוּכָ֖ חֶם֙ ק֤וּם עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵ֑  אֱכָל־לֶ֨

ב ךָ וְיטִַ֣ ן אֲניִ֙ לִבֶּ֔ רֶם לְךָ֔ אֶתֵּ֣  נבָ֥וֹת אֶת־כֶּ֖
  הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִיֽ׃

ב ח ֹ֤ ם סְפָרִים֙ וַתִּכְתּ ב בְּשֵׁ֣ ם אַחְאָ֔ ֹ֖  וַתַּחְתּ
תָמ֑וֹ ֹֽ ים( הספרים וַתִּשְׁלַ֣ח בְּח  )סְפָרִ֗

ר וְאֶל־הַחֽרִֹים֙ אֶל־הַזּקְֵנִ֤ים  בְּעִיר֔וֹ אֲשֶׁ֣
ים  אֶת־נבָֽוֹת׃ הַיּשְֹֽׁבִ֖
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1.​ What is kingship here? What does Jezebel demand of Ahab? What might “do kingship” 

mean? What does she do herself? How might you describe the roles of each of them 
here? 

 

9. And she wrote letters, saying, “Proclaim a 
fast and sit Naboth at the head of the nation.  
And sit two men, sons of worthlessness, 
across from him and let them bear witness 
against him, saying, ‘You have blessed 
(cursed!) Elohim and King.’ And take him out 
and stone him so that he dies.”  

ב ט ֹ֥ ים וַתִּכְתּ ר בַּסְּפָרִ֖ ֹ֑ רְאוּ־צ֔וֹם לֵאמ  קִֽ
יבוּ אשׁ אֶת־נבָ֖וֹת וְהשִֹׁ֥ ֹ֥   הָעָםֽ׃ בְּר

הוֹשִׁיבוּ י יםִ וְ֠ ים שְׁנַ֨  נגֶדְּוֹ֒ בְּנֵיֽ־בְלִיּעַַל֮ אֲנשִָׁ֥
הוּ ר וִיֽעִדֻ֣ ֹ֔ כְתָּ לֵאמ ים בֵּרַ֥ לֶךְ אֱלֹהִ֖  וָמֶ֑

הוּ הוּ וְהֽוֹצִיאֻ֥ ת׃ וְסִקְלֻ֖ ֹֽ   וְימָ

 
1.​ Stage the described ceremony. What’s the mood? Where are people? What might the 

ceremony resemble?  
 

2.​ What sort of solution to the problem is this? Why might Jezebel involve the elders and 
the nobles? Why might she have Naboth accused of this particular thing? What might she 
be trying to achieve beyond the acquisition of the vineyard? 

 

11. And the men of the city, the elders and the 
nobles that were dwelling in his city, did 
according to what Jezebel has sent to them, 
according to what was written in the letters 
that she sent to them.  
12. They proclaimed a fast and they sat 
Naboth at the head of the nation.  
13. And two men, sons of worthlessness, 
came, and they sat across from him, and they 
bore witness against him: the men of 
worthlessness against Naboth in front of the 
nation, saying, “Naboth has blessed (cursed) 
Elohim and King.” And they took him out, 
outside of the city, and they stoned him with 
stones, and he died.  
14. And they sent to Jezebel saying, “Naboth 
has been stoned and he is dead.”  

י וַיַּעֲֽשׂוּ֩ יא ים הַזּקְֵנִ֣ים עִיר֜וֹ אַנשְֵׁ֨  וְהַחֽרִֹ֗
ר ר בְּעִיר֔וֹ הַיּשְֹֽׁבִים֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ ה כַּאֲֽשֶׁ֛ לְחָ֥  שָֽׁ

ם ר אִיזָ֑בֶל אֲלֵיהֶ֖ ים כָּתוּב֙ כַּאֲֽשֶׁ֤  בַּסְּפָרִ֔
ר ה אֲשֶׁ֥ לְחָ֖  אֲלֵיהֶםֽ׃ שָֽׁ

רְא֖וּ יב יבוּ צ֑וֹם קָֽ אשׁ אֶת־נבָ֖וֹת וְהשִֹׁ֥ ֹ֥  בְּר
  הָעָםֽ׃

יּבָאֹוּ יג י וַ֠ ים שְׁנֵ֨  וַיֵּשְֽׁב֣וּ בְּנֵיֽ־בְלִיּעַַל֮ הָאֲֽנשִָׁ֥
י וַיעְִדֻהוּ֩ נגֶדְּוֹ֒ עַל אַנשְֵׁ֨  נֶ֤גדֶ אֶת־נבָ֗וֹת הַבְּלִיַּ֜
ר הָעָם֙ ֹ֔ ךְ לֵאמ ים נבָ֛וֹת בֵּרַ֥ לֶךְ אֱלֹהִ֖  וָמֶ֑

הוּ֙ יר מִח֣וּץ וַיּצִֹֽאֻ֨  בָאֲֽבָנִ֖ים וַיּסְִקְלֻ֥הוּ לָעִ֔
ת׃ ֹֽ   וַיּמָ

ר אֶל־אִיזֶבֶ֣ל וַיּֽשְִׁלְח֖וּ יד ֹ֑ ל לֵאמ  נבָ֖וֹת סֻקַּ֥
ת׃ ֹֽ  וַיּמָ

 
1.​ How does this description of their actions compare with what Jezebel had told them to 

do? Which words change? How might you explain the differences?  
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2.​ The people of the city send their report to Jezebel and not to Ahab, even though Jezebel 
had used Ahab’s seal on the letter. How might they know to report to Jezebel? What 
might that say about her role in ruling? What sort of ruler is she?  

 
3.​ What sort of thing has happened here? How is the role of a king perverted here? What is 

the role of justice in this story? Where else have you seen sons of worthlessness and what 
was their role? Why might they reappear here?  
 

 

15. And when Jezebel heard that Naboth had 
been stoned and he was dead, Jezebel said to 
Ahab, “Get up and take possession of (inherit) 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he 
had refused to give to you for money, because 
Naboth is not living, because he is dead.”  
16. And when Ahab heard that Naboth was 
dead, Ahab got up to go down the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite to take possession of it.  

עַ וַיֽהְִי֙ טו ֹ֣ בֶל כִּשְׁמ ל אִיזֶ֔ ת נבָ֖וֹת כִּיֽ־סֻקַּ֥ ֹ֑  וַיּמָ
אמֶר ֹ֨ בֶל וַתּ ב אִיזֶ֜ שׁ ק֣וּם אֶל־אַחְאָ֗  רֵ֞

רֶם י נבָ֣וֹת ׀ אֶת־כֶּ֣ ר הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִ֗  מֵאֵן֙ אֲשֶׁ֤
סֶף לָתֶֽת־לְךָ֣ י בְכֶ֔ ין כִּ֣ י נבָ֛וֹת אֵ֥   כִּי־מֵתֽ׃ חַ֖

י טז עַ וַיהְִ֛ ֹ֥ ב כִּשְׁמ י אַחְאָ֖ ת כִּ֣  וַיָּקָ֣ם נבָ֑וֹת מֵ֣
ב דֶת אַחְאָ֗ רֶם לָרֶ֛ י נבָ֥וֹת אֶל־כֶּ֛  הַיּזִרְְעֵאלִ֖

  לְרִשְׁתּֽוֹ׃

 }פ{
1.​ How does Jezebel address Ahab? What might her tone be? In what order does she choose 

to present information? How do her words convey or obscure reality? 
  

2.​ At what point does Ahab take action? Why might this be the point? What might it say 
about his complicity in this affair? How is he characterized here?  

 

17. And the word of YHWH was upon Elijah 
the Tishabite saying,  
18. “Get up and go down to Ahab, King of 
Israel, in Samaria. Behold, he is in the 
vineyard of Naboth, to which he went down 
there to take possession of it.  
19. And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus 
said YHWH, “Have you murdered and also 
taken possession?” And you shall speak to 
him, saying, ‘Thus said YHWH, “In the place 
in which the dogs are lapping up the blood of 
Naboth, the dogs will lap up your blood, yes 
yours.’” 

ה וַיֽהְִי֙ יז י אֶל־אֵלִֽיָּה֥וּ דְּבַר־יהְוָ֔  הַתִּשְׁבִּ֖
ר׃ ֹֽ   לֵאמ

ד ק֣וּם יח את רֵ֗ ב לִקְרַ֛ ל אַחְאָ֥  מֶלֶֽךְ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖
ר מְר֑וֹן אֲשֶׁ֣ ֹֽ רֶם הִנּהֵ֙ בְּשׁ  אֲשֶׁר־יָרַ֥ד נבָ֔וֹת בְּכֶ֣
ם   לְרִשְׁתּֽוֹ׃ שָׁ֖

יו וְדִבַּרְתָּ֨ יט ר אֵלָ֜ ֹ֗ ה לֵאמ ֹ֚ ר כּ ה אָמַ֣  יהְוָ֔
חְתָּ שְׁתָּ הֲרָצַ֖ יו וְדִבַּרְתָּ֨ וְגםַ־ירָָ֑ ר אֵלָ֜ ֹ֗  לֵאמ

ה ֹ֚ ר כּ ה אָמַ֣ ר בִּמְק֗וֹם יהְוָ֔  לָקְֽק֤וּ אֲשֶׁ֨
ם הַכְּלָבִים֙ ים ילָֹ֧קּוּ נבָ֔וֹת אֶת־דַּ֣  הַכְּלָבִ֛
 גַּם־אָתָּֽה׃ אֶת־דָּמְֽךָ֖
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1.​ What language here have you seen elsewhere in this chapter? What parallels might you 
draw between this passage and other places in this chapter? 

 
2.​ Why might this be the punishment?  

 

20. And Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found 
me, my enemy?” And he said, “I found (you) 
because you sold yourself to do evil in the 
eyes of YHWH, 
21. Behold I am bringing upon you evil and I 
will utterly remove (that which comes) after 
you. I will cut off to Ahab those who pee 
upon the wall (males), both bondsman and 
freeman in Israel. 
22. And I will make your house like the house 
of Jeroboam, son of Nabat, and like the house 
of Basa, son of Ahiah, on account of the anger 
which you caused me when you Israel sin.”  

אמֶר כ ֹ֤ הוּ אַחְאָב֙ וַיּ לִיָּ֔ ניִ אֶל־אֵ֣ י הַמְֽצָאתַ֖ יבְִ֑ ֹֽ  א
אמֶר ֹ֣ אתִי וַיּ עַן מָצָ֔ ע לַעֲֽשׂ֥וֹת הִתְמַכֶּרְךָ֔ יַ֚  הָרַ֖
  יהְוָהֽ׃ בְּעֵינֵי֥

י כא י הִננְִ֨ יךָ֙ מֵבִ֤ ה אֵלֶ֨ י רָעָ֔ יךָ וּבִעַֽרְתִּ֖  אַחֲֽרֶ֑
י ין לְאַחְאָב֙ וְהִכְרַתִּ֤ יר מַשְׁתִּ֣  וְעָצ֥וּר בְּקִ֔

  בְּישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ וְעָז֖וּב
י כב ם כְּבֵית֙ אֶת־בֵּיֽתְךָ֗ וְנָתַֽתִּ֣ ט יָרָֽבְעָ֣  בֶּן־נבְָ֔

ית א וּכְבֵ֖ עַס֙ בֶן־אֲחִיָּה֑ בַּעְשָׁ֣ ר אֶל־הַכַּ֨  אֲשֶׁ֣
סְתָּ א הִכְעַ֔  אֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ וַתַּֽחֲטִ֖

 
1.​ How do Elijah’s words compare to the words which we heard God tell him to say? What 

sort of punishment will Ahab receive here? Look back at the punishment for Jeroboam in 
1 Kings 14:10.  

 
2.​ What might Elijah mean that Ahab has sold himself? 

 

23. And also to/about Jezebel YHWH spoke, 
saying, “The dogs will eat Jezebel by the wall 
of Jezreel.  
24. Those of Ahab’s people who die in the 
city, dogs will eat, and those who die in the 
field, the birds of the sky will eat.”  
25. But there was no one like Ahab who sold 
himself to do evil in the eyes of HaShem, and 
whom Jezebel, his wife, instigated.  
26. And he behaved very badly, going after 
idols just like all that the Amorites did, whom 
YHWH had dispossessed on account of the 
children on Israel.   

בֶל כג ם־לְאִיזֶ֔ ר וְגַ֨ ה דִּבֶּ֥ ר יהְוָ֖ ֹ֑ ים לֵאמ  הַכְּלָבִ֛
ל אֶת־אִיזֶ֖בֶל יאֹֽכְל֥וּ   יזִרְְעֶאֽל׃ בְּחֵ֥

ת כד יר לְאַחְאָב֙ הַמֵּ֤ ים יאֹֽכְל֖וּ בָּעִ֔  הַכְּלָבִ֑
ה וְהַמֵּת֙  הַשָּׁמָיֽםִ׃ ע֥וֹף יאֹֽכְל֖וּ בַּשָּׂדֶ֔

ק כה ב לֹֽא־הָיָה֣ רַ֚ ר כְאַחְאָ֔ ר אֲשֶׁ֣  הִתְמַכֵּ֔
ע לַעֲֽשׂ֥וֹת ה בְּעֵינֵ֣י הָרַ֖ תָּה יהְוָ֑  אֲשֶׁר־הֵסַ֥

  אִשְׁתּֽוֹ׃ אִיזֶבֶ֥ל אתֹ֖וֹ
ב כו ד וַיּתְַעֵ֣ ֹ֔ כֶת מְא י לָלֶ֖ ים אַחֲֽרֵ֣  כְּכלֹ֙ הַגִּלֻּלִ֑

ר י עָשׂ֣וּ אֲשֶׁ֣ ישׁ אֲשֶׁר֙ הָאֱֽמרִֹ֔ ה הוֹרִ֣  יהְוָ֔
י  ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ בְּנֵי֥ מִפְּנֵ֖
 }פ{

1.​ How do God/Elijah seem to understand Jezebel’s role in this story? How is she punished? 
Do they tell her? Why might Ahab bear the majority of the guilt?  
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27. And when Ahab heard these words, he 
tore his clothes, and he put sackcloth on his 
flesh, and he fasted. And he lay in sackcloth 
and he went slowly.  
28. And the word of YHWH was upon Elijah 
the Tishabite saying,  
29. “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled 
himself before me? Because he humbled 
himself before me, I will not bring the evil in 
his days. In the days of his son, I will bring 
the evil to his house.” 

עַ וַיהְִי֩ כז ֹ֨ ב כִשְׁמ ים אַחְאָ֜ לֶּה֙ אֶת־הַדְּבָרִ֤  הָאֵ֨
ע יו וַיּקְִרַ֣ ק בְּגדָָ֔  וַיּצָ֑וֹם עַל־בְּשָׂר֖וֹ וַיָּשֶֽׂם־שַׂ֥
ב ק וַיּשְִׁכַּ֣ ךְ בַּשָּׂ֔   אַטֽ׃ וַיהְַלֵּ֖

ה וַיֽהְִי֙ כח י אֶל־אֵלִֽיָּה֥וּ דְּבַר־יהְוָ֔  הַתִּשְׁבִּ֖
ר׃ ֹֽ   לֵאמ

יתָ כט רָאִ֔ ב כִּיֽ־נכְִנַע֥ הֲֽ י אַחְאָ֖ עַן מִלְּפָנָ֑  יַ֜
י כִּיֽ־נכְִנַ֣ע י מִפָּנַ֗ יו הָרָֽעָה֙ לֹֽא־אָבִ֤ י בְּימָָ֔  בִּימֵ֣

יא בְנ֔וֹ ה אָבִ֥  עַל־בֵּיתֽוֹ׃ הָרָֽעָ֖

 
1.​ Why might Ahab be reprieved but not his house? Is this a fitting punishment? How might 

it be connected to Naboth? How might it be connected to Jezebel?  
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 ט פרק ב מלכים
2 Kings 9 
Jehu, an army commander, is told by a prophet that he needs to kill the remainder of the House 
of Ahab and become king himself.  So he kills the descendants of Ahab and throws their bodies 
in the field of Naboth.  
 

30. And Jehu the Jezreelite came, and Jezebel 
heard and she put color on her eyes, and she 
made better her head, and she looked out of 
the window.  
31. And Jehu came through the gate, and she 
said, “Is it peace, oh Zimri, killer of his 
master?” 
32. And he lifted his face towards the window 
and he said, “Who is with me, who?” And 
two or three officers looked out at him. 
33. And he said, “Let her drop!” And they let 
her drop. And it splattered from her blood on 
the wall, and on the horses, and they trampled 
her.  

אלָה יהֵ֖וּא וַיּבָ֥וֹא ל ה וְאִיזֶבֶ֣ל יזִרְְעֶ֑ מְעָ֗  שָֽׁ
שֶׂם יהָ֙ בַּפּ֤וּךְ וַתָּ֨ יטֶב עֵינֶ֨ הּ וַתֵּ֣  אֶת־ראֹשָׁ֔

ף ד וַתַּשְׁקֵ֖   הַחַֽלּֽוֹן׃ בְּעַ֥
א וְיהֵ֖וּא לא עַר בָּ֣ אמֶר בַשָּׁ֑ ֹ֣ י הֲשָׁל֔וֹם וַתּ  זמְִרִ֖

ג   אֲדנָֹיֽו׃ הרֵֹ֥
א לב חַלּ֔וֹן פָניָו֙ וַיּשִָּׂ֤ אמֶר אֶל־הַ֣ ֹ֕ י וַיּ י מִ֥  אִתִּ֖
י יפוּ מִ֑ יו וַיּשְַׁקִ֣ ה שְׁנַי֥םִ אֵלָ֔  סָרִֽיסִיֽם׃ שְׁלֹשָׁ֖
אמֶר לג ֹ֥ ז וַיּֽשְִׁמְט֑וּהָ )שִׁמְט֖וּהָ( שמטהו וַיּ  וַיִּ֨

הּ יר מִדָּמָ֧ ים אֶל־הַקִּ֛  וַיּֽרְִמְסֶנּֽהָ׃ וְאֶל־הַסּוּסִ֖

 
 

34. And he came and he ate and he drank. Ad 
he said, “Attend to that cursed one and bury 
her because she is the daughter of a king.” 
35. And they went to bury her and they didn’t 
find her except for her skull, her feet, and the 
palms of her hands. 
36. And they returned and they said to him. 
And he said, “It is the word of YHWH that he 
spoke by means of his servant, Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, “On the plot of Jezreel the 
dogs will eat the flesh of Jezebel. 
37. And the corpse of Jezebel will be like 
dung on the top of the field in the plot of 
Jezreel, such that they will not (be able to) 
say, ‘That is Jezebel.’”  

א לד ֹ֖ אכַל וַיּבָ ֹ֣ אמֶר וַיֵּשְׁ֑תְּ וַיּ ֹ֗ א וַיּ  פִּקְדוּ־נָ֞
ה י וְקִבְר֔וּהָ הַזּאֹת֙ אֶת־הָאֲֽרוּרָ֤ לֶךְ כִּ֥  בַת־מֶ֖

  הִיֽא׃
הּ וַיֵּלְֽכ֖וּ לה צְאוּ לְקָבְרָ֑ הּ וְלֹא־מָ֣ י בָ֗  כִּ֧

לֶת ֹ֛ יםִ אִם־הַגֻּלְגּ  הַיּדָָיֽםִ׃ וְכַפּ֥וֹת וְהָרַֽגלְַ֖
אמֶר֙ לוֹ֒ וַיּגִַּ֣ידוּ וַיּשָֻׁבוּ֮ לו  ֹ֨ ה וַיּ  ה֔וּא דְּבַר־יהְוָ֣

ר ר אֲשֶׁ֣ י אֵלִֽיָּה֥וּ בְּידַ־עַבְדּ֛וֹ דִּבֶּ֗  הַתִּשְׁבִּ֖
ר ֹ֑ לֶק לֵאמ אל בְּחֵ֣ ים יאֹֽכְל֥וּ יזִרְְעֶ֔  הַכְּלָבִ֖

ר   אִיזָבֶֽל׃ אֶת־בְּשַׂ֥
ה( והית לז בֶל נבְִלַ֣ת )וְהָֽיתְָ֞ מֶן אִיזֶ֗ ֹ֛  כְּד

ה עַל־פְּנֵי֥ לֶק הַשָּׂדֶ֖ אל בְּחֵ֣ ר יזִרְְעֶ֑  אֲשֶׁ֥
את לֹֽא־יאֹמְר֖וּ ֹ֥  אִיזָבֶֽל׃ ז

 }ס{
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