Jezebel

1 Kings 12-16

Solomon’s son, Rehoboam rules after Solomon. He rejects the advice of Solmon’s advisors,

becoming a cruel king and refusing to listen to the people. Therefore, Israel breaks away from

Judah and becomes its own kingdom under Jeroboam, former servant to Solomon.

Jeroboam has a theological problem as King of Israel, namely that the Temple is in Jerusalem

and not in his kingdom. Therefore, he creates golden calves to be the gods of his kingdom,

creating new cultic centers in Dan and Bet El. God gets really mad and promises to end

Jeroboam’s house and exile those who live in Israel.

This does not happen immediately, rather the kings who are descendants of Jeroboam in Israel

and the kings who are descendants of Solomon in Judah are constantly fighting. Israel descends

into chaos as army commanders keep killing the kings and becoming kings themselves.

Everyone does evil in the eyes of God.

1 Kings 16
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29. And Ahab, son of Omri, became King
over Israel in the 38th year that Asa was King
of Judah. And Ahab, son of Omri, was King
over Israel in Samaria for 22 years.

30. And Ahab, son of Omri, did evil in the
eyes of YHWH, more than everyone (who
had come) before him.

31. And it was a trivial thing for him to go
after the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat. And
he took a wife, Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal,
King of Sidon. And he went and he
worshipped the Baal, and he bowed low to
him.

32. And he raised up an altar to Baal, the
temple of Baal that he built in Samaria.

33. And Ahab made the Ashtora, and Ahab
continued to do what angered YHWH,
Elohim of Israel, more than all the kings of
Israel that were before him.
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1 Kings 17-19

Elijah the prophet bursts onto the scene and declares to Ahab that there will be a severe drought

in the land. God provides for Elijah while the land suffers in the drought. Eventually, God sends
Eliajh to lift the drought. Elijah does this by having a showdown between Ahab and Jezebel’s
(Ahab’s wife) prophets, who are prophets of Baal and Asherah, and himself, as a prophet of God.

Things are especially sensitive because Jezebel had previously had prophets of Elijah’s God
killed. Elijah wins the contest, kills off the prophets of Baal, and rain returns to the land. When
Jezebel hears, she threatens Elijah’s life and he flees to sulk in the desert.

1 Kings 21
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1. And it was after these things, that Naboth
the Jezreelite had a vineyard that is in Jezreel,
next to the palace of Ahab, King of Samaria.
2. And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, “Please
give me your vineyard so that it may be for
me a vegetable garden, because it is close to
my house. And let me give you in place of it a
better vineyard. (Or) if it is good in your eyes,
let me give you silver in its price.
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1. Why does Ahab say he wants Naboth’s vineyard? What reasons might he have for
wanting a vegetable garden?

2. How does Ahab relate to Naboth? What sort of language does he use? He is a king. What
sort of activities does he seem to be engaged in ?

3. How does the portrait of the king taking land here compare to the portrait of a king taking
land that Samuel paints in 1 Samuel 8:14? Keep that portrait in mind as you continue to
read.

3. And Naboth said to Ahab, “YHWH himself
forbid that I should give the inheritance of my
ancestors to you.”

4. And Ahab came to his house, resentful and
dejected/vexed about the thing that Naboth
the Jezreelite said to him when he said, “I will
not give you the inheritance of my ancestors.”

Y AP0 IRORTOR NiAl MR s

T2 028 M0 Ny "pan 7
A9T Y0 IP2TOX ARTR XA 4
Niay  POX 3TTWR 2737
M201DY 77 IR8XY WRT 9RYNT




And he laid down on his bed and he turned
away his face and he did not eat
bread/anything.
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1. How does Naboth understand Ahab’s request? What is his reason for refusing? What

might “inheritance of my ancestors”

Deuteronomy 19:14 for hints.

refer to? Look at Leviticus 25:23-24 and

2. How does Naboth address Ahab? Does he treat Ahab like a king? How is Ahab referred

to by the narrator?

3. How does Ahab understand Naboth’s refusal? Which words of his does he repeat and
which does he leave out? What might you learn from that?

5. And Jezebel, his wife, came to him and she
spoke to him, “What is this that your spirit is
turned away and you are not eating bread?”

6. And he spoke to her, “Because I said to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and I said to him,
‘Please give me your vineyard for money or if
you want let me give a vineyard instead of it.’
And he said, “I will not give you my
vineyard.”
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1. How might you describe Jezebel and Ahab’s relationship here? How does it compare to
other royal couples you have seen? How is Jezebel characterized in these verses?

2. What changes in Ahab’s report of what happened? How is the meaning different from the
original speech? Why might he change the report? Think of a few possible reasons.

7. And Jezebel, his wife, said to him, “You,
yourself, now will do kingship over Israel.
Get up, eat bread, and your heart will be
better. I, myself, will give you the vineyard of
Naboth the Jezreelite.

8. And she wrote letters in the name of Ahab,
and she sealed them with his seal, and she
sent letters to the elders and to the nobles that

were in his city, the ones dwelling with
Naboth.

TRY AR IAWR 220K VIR MM
Doy I PRWOY 11 Ayn
Nz 0792°NY 77 1N IR 937 2N
DRV

ONRRY 2ROX oW D099 3nom n
(0™99) 0M207  mAWm  innn3
YR R DAmITN) D3RI
S kg gayli




1. What is kingship here? What does Jezebel demand of Ahab? What might “do kingship”
mean? What does she do herself? How might you describe the roles of each of them
here?

9. And she wrote letters, saying, “Proclaim a
fast and sit Naboth at the head of the nation.
And sit two men, sons of worthlessness,
across from him and let them bear witness
against him, saying, ‘You have blessed
(cursed!) Elohim and King.” And take him out
and stone him so that he dies.”
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1. Stage the described ceremony. What’s the mood? Where are people? What might the
ceremony resemble?

2. What sort of solution to the problem is this? Why might Jezebel involve the elders and
the nobles? Why might she have Naboth accused of this particular thing? What might she

be trying to achieve beyond the acquisition of the vineyard?

11. And the men of the city, the elders and the
nobles that were dwelling in his city, did
according to what Jezebel has sent to them,
according to what was written in the letters
that she sent to them.

12. They proclaimed a fast and they sat
Naboth at the head of the nation.

13. And two men, sons of worthlessness,
came, and they sat across from him, and they
bore witness against him: the men of
worthlessness against Naboth in front of the
nation, saying, “Naboth has blessed (cursed)
Elohim and King.” And they took him out,
outside of the city, and they stoned him with
stones, and he died.

14. And they sent to Jezebel saying, “Naboth
has been stoned and he is dead.”
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1. How does this description of their actions compare with what Jezebel had told them to
do? Which words change? How might you explain the differences?




2. The people of the city send their report to Jezebel and not to Ahab, even though Jezebel
had used Ahab’s seal on the letter. How might they know to report to Jezebel? What
might that say about her role in ruling? What sort of ruler is she?

3. What sort of thing has happened here? How is the role of a king perverted here? What is
the role of justice in this story? Where else have you seen sons of worthlessness and what
was their role? Why might they reappear here?

15. And when Jezebel heard that Naboth had
been stoned and he was dead, Jezebel said to
Ahab, “Get up and take possession of (inherit)
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he
had refused to give to you for money, because
Naboth is not living, because he is dead.”

16. And when Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, Ahab got up to go down the vineyard of
Naboth the Jezreelite to take possession of it.

N Ni23 9p073 23PR YYD YW w
U DR RORTOX P3PR MNR
W WY CURYIPT NI 1 0Ty
:NR™32 0 NI TR "2 4923 T7N07
a7 N33 NN °2 2ROR YRYD TN
IRYPT NI 078 D707 RN
Ny

195

1. How does Jezebel address Ahab? What might her tone be? In what order does she choose
to present information? How do her words convey or obscure reality?

2. At what point does Ahab take action? Why might this be the point? What might it say
about his complicity in this affair? How is he characterized here?

17. And the word of YHWH was upon Elijah
the Tishabite saying,

18. “Get up and go down to Ahab, King of
Israel, in Samaria. Behold, he is in the
vineyard of Naboth, to which he went down
there to take possession of it.

19. And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus
said YHWH, “Have you murdered and also
taken possession?” And you shall speak to
him, saying, ‘Thus said YHWH, “In the place
in which the dogs are lapping up the blood of
Naboth, the dogs will lap up your blood, yes
yours.””
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1. What language here have you seen elsewhere in this chapter? What parallels might you
draw between this passage and other places in this chapter?

2. Why might this be the punishment?

20. And Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found
me, my enemy?”’ And he said, “I found (you)
because you sold yourself to do evil in the
eyes of YHWH,

21. Behold I am bringing upon you evil and |
will utterly remove (that which comes) after
you. I will cut off to Ahab those who pee
upon the wall (males), both bondsman and
freeman in Israel.

22. And I will make your house like the house
of Jeroboam, son of Nabat, and like the house
of Basa, son of Ahiah, on account of the anger
which you caused me when you Israel sin.”
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1. How do Elijah’s words compare to the words which we heard God tell him to say? What
sort of punishment will Ahab receive here? Look back at the punishment for Jeroboam in

1 Kings 14:10.

2. What might Elijah mean that Ahab has sold himself?

23. And also to/about Jezebel YHWH spoke,
saying, “The dogs will eat Jezebel by the wall
of Jezreel.

24. Those of Ahab’s people who die in the
city, dogs will eat, and those who die in the
field, the birds of the sky will eat.”

25. But there was no one like Ahab who sold
himself to do evil in the eyes of HaShem, and
whom Jezebel, his wife, instigated.

26. And he behaved very badly, going after
idols just like all that the Amorites did, whom
YHWH had dispossessed on account of the
children on Israel.
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1. How do God/Elijah seem to understand Jezebel’s role in this story? How is she punished?
Do they tell her? Why might Ahab bear the majority of the guilt?




27. And when Ahab heard these words, he
tore his clothes, and he put sackcloth on his
flesh, and he fasted. And he lay in sackcloth
and he went slowly.

28. And the word of YHWH was upon Elijah
the Tishabite saying,

29. “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled
himself before me? Because he humbled
himself before me, [ will not bring the evil in
his days. In the days of his son, I will bring
the evil to his house.”
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1. Why might Ahab be reprieved but not his house? Is this a fitting punishment? How might
it be connected to Naboth? How might it be connected to Jezebel?




2 Kings 9
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Jehu, an army commander, is told by a prophet that he needs to kill the remainder of the House
of Ahab and become king himself. So he kills the descendants of Ahab and throws their bodies

in the field of Naboth.

30. And Jehu the Jezreelite came, and Jezebel
heard and she put color on her eyes, and she
made better her head, and she looked out of
the window.

31. And Jehu came through the gate, and she
said, “Is it peace, oh Zimri, killer of his
master?”

32. And he lifted his face towards the window
and he said, “Who is with me, who?” And
two or three officers looked out at him.

33. And he said, “Let her drop!” And they let
her drop. And it splattered from her blood on
the wall, and on the horses, and they trampled
her.
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34. And he came and he ate and he drank. Ad
he said, “Attend to that cursed one and bury
her because she is the daughter of a king.”
35. And they went to bury her and they didn’t
find her except for her skull, her feet, and the
palms of her hands.

36. And they returned and they said to him.
And he said, “It is the word of YHWH that he
spoke by means of his servant, Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, “On the plot of Jezreel the
dogs will eat the flesh of Jezebel.

37. And the corpse of Jezebel will be like
dung on the top of the field in the plot of
Jezreel, such that they will not (be able to)

say, ‘That is Jezebel.’”
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	כט וְאַחְאָ֣ב בֶּן־עָמְרִ֗י מָלַךְ֙ עַל־יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל בִּשְׁנַ֨ת שְׁלֹשִׁ֤ים וּשְׁמֹנֶה֙ שָׁנָ֔ה לְאָסָ֖א מֶ֣לֶךְ יְהוּדָ֑ה וַ֠יִּמְלֹךְ אַחְאָ֨ב בֶּן־עָמְרִ֤י עַל־יִשְׂרָאֵל֙ בְּשֹׁ֣מְר֔וֹן עֶשְׂרִ֥ים וּשְׁתַּ֖יִם שָׁנָֽה׃  
	ל וַיַּ֨עַשׂ אַחְאָ֧ב בֶּן־עָמְרִ֛י הָרַ֖ע בְּעֵינֵ֣י יְהוָ֑ה מִכֹּ֖ל אֲשֶׁ֥ר לְפָנָֽיו׃  
	לא וַֽיְהִי֙ הֲנָקֵ֣ל לֶכְתּ֔וֹ בְּחַטֹּ֖אות יָֽרָבְעָ֣ם בֶּן־נְבָ֑ט וַיִּקַּ֨ח אִשָּׁ֜ה אֶת־אִיזֶ֗בֶל בַּת־אֶתְבַּ֨עַל֙ מֶ֣לֶךְ צִֽידֹנִ֔ים וַיֵּ֨לֶךְ֙ וַֽיַּעֲבֹ֣ד אֶת־הַבַּ֔עַל וַיִּשְׁתַּ֖חוּ לֽוֹ׃  
	לב וַיָּ֥קֶם מִזְבֵּ֖חַ לַבָּ֑עַל בֵּ֣ית הַבַּ֔עַל אֲשֶׁ֥ר בָּנָ֖ה בְּשֹֽׁמְרֽוֹן׃  
	לג וַיַּ֥עַשׂ אַחְאָ֖ב אֶת־הָֽאֲשֵׁרָ֑ה וַיּ֨וֹסֶף אַחְאָ֜ב לַֽעֲשׂ֗וֹת לְהַכְעִיס֙ אֶת־יְהוָה֙ אֱלֹהֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל מִכֹּל֙ מַלְכֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל אֲשֶׁ֥ר הָי֖וּ לְפָנָֽיו׃ 
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