
 

 
Distance Learning Resources Secondary English Language Arts 

Please send suggestions for additional English/Language Arts resources to - victora@mdusd.org   

 

Resource Link and Description Tutorials: How To.. 

READING: (E-Books) for Independent Reading and Book Clubs 
(Thank you to Diana Conner, MDUSD Library Specialist, for contributing to the list) 

 

●​ Contra Costa Library:  Digital resources 
(OverDrive/Libby) that support online learning 
programs​
 
Project Gutenberg: 61,000 downloadable classic 
texts​
 

●​ Digital Books Database:  80 downloadable PDFs 
of current literature​
 

●​ All You Can Read Books:  One month of free 
downloads, but you can keep the downloads​
 

●​ Amazon:  This requires that the reader download 
Kindle. It will allow students to read CCC library 
books. With access to free eBooks, students can 
look by genre, reading level, and age.    
  

●​ Barnes and Noble:  This requires readers to 
download the free Nook App in order to have 
access to the free books.  
 

●​ Hoopla:  You can link your library membership to 
this and get access to thousands more books.  
Oakland and Berkeley are participants and you 
can just sign up online.  
   

●​ Libby:  Like Hoopla, Libby partners with a 
variety of library systems.   Like Hoopla a 
student must first have a library card and then 
download this App for access to free books.​
 

●​ Open Library:  Open source archive that offers 
lots of free books.  This is not a single use site.  
meaning, many can read the book at the same 
time.   

How to Check out an 
E-Book From CCLib 
(Diana Conner, MDUSD 
Librarian) (5:00) 
 

READING: News Articles 

 

mailto:victora@mdusd.org
https://ccclib.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1emGU7smDk3xOaI-0KlF4lbAu1nub2mbIc1Byf48pxj0/edit
https://www.allyoucanbooks.com/
https://www.freebooksy.com/read/genre/childrens/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/free-ebooks/nook-books/_/N-ry0Z8qa
https://www.hoopladigital.com/my/hoopla
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y05dp_ddnSpG1lNDK2_anklwzWSseHH4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y05dp_ddnSpG1lNDK2_anklwzWSseHH4/view


 

 ●​ New York Times: Lesson of the Day​
 

●​ Dogo News: a news site with many images and 
videos to accompany article 

●​ Tween Tribune and TJ Junior:  News articles 
curated by the Smithsonian covering a variety of 
topics.​
 

●​ Wonderopolis: a question of the day blog that 
provides answers to frequently asked student 
questions 

 
●​ Article of the Week/Response (Kelly Gallagher)​

Article of the Week (Kelly Gallagher) and 
example 

 
Tween Tribune FAQs and 
Help 
 

TCRWP (Teachers College Reading and Writing Project) 

 

●​ Login / Set up Account to Access Resources 
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 

○​ Units of Study Virtual Teaching Resources - 
$100 per teacher 

○​ One-Year, Grade Level Writing Subscription  
■​ Complete set of recorded mini lessons 

for three units (Narrative, Argument, 
Informative) per grade level 

■​ Downloadable Resources 

Sample Student-Facing 
Writing Mini Lesson 
Videos 
(Heinemann.com) 
 
 

ERWC (Expository Reading and Writing Course) 

 ●​ Login / Set Up Account To Access Webinars 
Welcome to ERWC 

○​ Recorded Zoom webinars from ERWC Online 
Professional Learning series 

■​ Teaching ERWC in Virtual Classrooms 
■​ Tools and Strategies for Courses Online 
■​ Converting ERWC Module to Digital 

Course 
■​ Deeper Online Discussions 
■​ Guiding Students into Making Real-World 

Writing Decisions, Part 1 
■​ Guiding Students into Making Real-World 

Writing Decisions, Part 2 
■​ Fostering Deeper Online Discussions 

 
●​ ERWC Professional Learning Workshops: Virtual  

○​ Free 

ERWC Webinars 
Recording 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cal State Registration  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/learning-article-of-the-day?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap
https://www.dogonews.com/
https://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.wonderopolis.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kM4NOuKk8tWHrp4CCPNxVDDF-Q8BcArWp0hCjwtvwU8/edit
http://www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52eec360e4b0c81c80749630/t/5e767d20e8ff44374cf8bb5b/1584823584888/AoW+1920_29+Pandemic+What%27s+Next%3F.pdf
https://www.tweentribune.com/faqs/teachers/
https://www.tweentribune.com/faqs/teachers/
https://readingandwritingproject.org/
http://www.unitsofstudy.com/virtualteaching/
http://www.unitsofstudy.com/virtualteaching/
http://www.unitsofstudy.com/virtualteaching/
https://writing.csusuccess.org/
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/webinar-and-podcast-recordings
https://writing.csusuccess.org/content/webinar-and-podcast-recordings
https://calstate.eventsair.com/erwc-30-intro-stanislaus-082520/reg/Site/Register


 

 

●​ 180 Days represents the collaboration of two master 
teachers—Kelly Gallagher and Penny Kittle—over an 
entire school year: planning, teaching, and reflecting 
within their own and each other’s classrooms in 
California and New Hampshire. 

Podcasts: 180 Days 
(Heinemann.com) 

 
 

Resource Link and Description Tutorials: How To... 

THE FOLLOWING RESOURCES ARE ACCESSIBLE THROUGH  
CLEVER IN THE MDUSD STAFF PORTAL 

 
●​ i-Ready:   

○​ Online differentiated instruction and practice for 
each student to accelerate growth.  Complete 
packets available by grade level. 
 

 

 

●​ Epic Books:   
○​ Free resource for fiction and non-fiction digital 

books, audio books, and videos. 
 

 

How to login into EPIC via 
Google Classroom (1:47) 

 

 

●​ Brain Pop:   
○​ Short animated movies for students, together 

with quizzes, supplemental  information and 
related materials. Includes: Famous Authors & 
Books, Grammar, Study & Reading Skills, Writing 

How to Use Brain Pop with 
Google Classroom (6:41) 

 

●​ Newsela:  
○​ Collection of current event articles from vetted 

news sources. Resources for multiple subjects 
offers text sets and the ability to adjust the 
reading level of texts. 

How to Use Newsela for 
Remote Learning (9:45) 

 

●​ CommonLit 
○​ Free collection of over 2,000 free fiction and 

nonfiction for 3rd-12th grade classrooms with text 
dependent questions to hold students 
accountable for high-level reading and writing. 

How to Turn Any 
CommonLit Lesson into a 
Video Lesson (4 min read) 

 
●​ Teaching Books   

○​ Engaging collection of digital resources that 
brings books to life. Resources from Teaching 
Books can be posted in Google Classroom lessons. 
  

How to Use Teaching 
Books: Overview 
(4:50)​
 
TeachingBooks Resources 

CCSS ALIGNED LESSONS 

 
●​ Scholastic Learn at Home 

○​ Every day includes four separate 
learning experiences, each built around a 
meaningful story or video. Just find your 
grade level (6+) and let learning begin! 

How to Use Scholastic 
Learn at Home (3:19) 

 

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e08113.aspx
https://clever.com/in/mdusd/district-admin/portal
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGDz-DajCzY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGDz-DajCzY
http://www.brainpop.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxd-DoyitHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxd-DoyitHQ
https://newsela.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_4eYLLSwIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_4eYLLSwIw
https://www.commonlit.org/
https://blog.commonlit.org/how-to-turn-any-commonlit-lesson-into-a-video-lesson-f78676f87052
https://blog.commonlit.org/how-to-turn-any-commonlit-lesson-into-a-video-lesson-f78676f87052
https://blog.commonlit.org/how-to-turn-any-commonlit-lesson-into-a-video-lesson-f78676f87052
https://www.teachingbooks.net/signin.cgi
https://www.teachingbooks.net/support.cgi?cmd=video&id=6
https://www.teachingbooks.net/support.cgi?cmd=video&id=6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Um1-xXgEDOCOI0aGDgZLxj9bZwR94ywwmsAnKlKRkdE/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html?caching
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M57T_Usk45Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M57T_Usk45Y


 

 
●​ Literacy eLessons 

○​ Free library of ready-to-share reading 
and writing lessons to support remote 
teaching. 

How to Use Reading 
Lessons (6:15)eg;  Readers 
track details across a text  
 

 ●​ PBS Learning Media 
○​ Free standards-aligned videos, 

interactives, lesson plans, and more.  
 
 

 

How to Use PBS Learning 
Media in the Classroom 
(3:29) 
PBS Learning Media 
Tutorials (8 video clips) 

 
●​ PBS English Language Arts 

○​ Browse standards-aligned ELA resources 
for students in all grades. 

 

 

●​ TedEd 
○​ Video based lessons organized by grade 

and subject and theme for students to 
create talks of their own. 

 

 

●​ Secondary Hyperdoc Samples 
○​ Free digital lessons for multiple content 

areas and grade levels 
 
 
 

How to Teach Remotely 
with a Google Slides 
Hyperdoc (9:54) 
 

 ●​ ReadWriteThink 
○​ Collection of free robust lesson plan 

materials. 
 
 
 

FAQs 

 

●​ ReadWorks 
○​ Free content, curriculum, and tools to 

power teaching and learning from 
Kindergarten to 12th Grade 

 
 
 
 
 

Creating Assignments in 
Google Classroom (3:42) 

 
 

 

CDE (California Department of Education) Resources for Distance Learning 
CCCOE (Contra Costa County Office of Education) Resources for Distance Learning 
NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English) Resources for Virtual Instruction 

 

https://www.smekenseducation.com/literacy-lessons.html
https://www.smekenseducation.com/literacy-lessons.html
https://www.smekenseducation.com/literacy-lessons.html
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-us/lesson/iltrg18-il-ilclassroom/?as_guest=True&next=https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/iltrg18-pd-ilclassroom/using-interactive-lessons-in-the-classroom/#.Xp3acchKjIU
https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-us/lesson/iltrg18-il-ilclassroom/?as_guest=True&next=https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/iltrg18-pd-ilclassroom/using-interactive-lessons-in-the-classroom/#.Xp3acchKjIU
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/pbs-learningmedia-tutorials/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/pbs-learningmedia-tutorials/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/
https://ed.ted.com/educator?user_by_click=educator
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jfoe9fXJ2IyLylQ-lCIvz8pW0k9UCFaopMD6orm_0XY/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtXj0gB_rB0&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtXj0gB_rB0&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtXj0gB_rB0&t=20s
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/util/faq.html
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vng1Vhppgu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vng1Vhppgu8


 

 

 


