
          



A Message from the Spackenkill Superintendent 

 

 ​

One District, Multiple Paths to Excellence 

 

 

October 27, 2023 

Dear Spackenkill Community, 
 
It was wonderful to see students getting outside this week to take advantage of the warmer weather, 
whether for the Great Pumpkin Run at Nassau or the junior class trip to Marist College.  Enjoy 
stories and photos below. 
 
Spack Onstage Presents 

Spack Onstage is presenting Almost, Maine, a heartfelt story told from many different perspectives 
in a small town in Maine. It will be performed in the Black Box Theater on October 27th (tonight!) at 
7pm, October 28th at 7pm, and October 29th at 2pm. Click on the image below for tickets or visit 
https://www.showtix4u.com/events/15341. Some photos appear below. 

 

https://www.showtix4u.com/events/15341


 

https://www.showtix4u.com/events/15341


 



 



Four photos above: The cast and crew of Almost, Maine, on stage and behind the scenes. 

The Great Pumpkin Run Returns!  

Nassau students enjoyed participating in the Great Pumpkin Run again this year. This fun event 
involves students running a course on the field behind the school at their own pace. It is not a race, 
but rather a fun exercise to complete and high-five with Sparty the mascot at the end. Students 
enjoyed cheering each other on. Thank you to Ms. Spiegel for organizing the day and providing the 
upbeat music, as well as to all of our parent volunteers for helping and supporting the students. 

 



 
Above: At the starting line, Ms. Spiegel explains the rules and sets the runners in motion. 

 



 



 



Two photos above: First graders run the quarter-mile course. 
 



 
 



 



 



Three photos above: High-fives with Sparty at the finish line. 
 



 
Above: Ms. Bornstad’s class with Superintendent Fanuele and Sparty. 



Above: Mrs. Strapec’s class with Sparty. 
 



 
Click on this link or the image above to see first graders dancing with Ms. Spiegel to celebrate their 

Great Pumpkin Run. 
Athletics News 
 
The Varsity Girls Tennis Team defeated Section IV champion Maine-Endwell 3-2 on October 23rd to 
advance to the State Regional Championship.  They will play against the Section I winner on 
October 30th.   
 

https://youtu.be/ctlo9vDItaQ
https://youtu.be/ctlo9vDItaQ


 



Above: Congratulations to the Girls Varsity Tennis Team. Best wishes for the State Regional 
Championship! 

 

 

Todd Environmental Club Takes Action 

Todd Environmental Club members took advantage of nice weather to remove invasive weeds from 
the grounds. Following the direction of their advisor, Ms. Rogers, they bagged porcelain berries that 
were creeping up on their Pollinator Pathway Garden. 
 

http://www.familyid.com/spackenkill-ufsd-athletics


 
Above: Todd Environmental Club at work. 

 
Junior Class Trip to Marist 

On Tuesday the junior class visited Marist College here in Poughkeepsie. Students were treated to 
lunch in the main dining hall and given a tour of campus. It was a beautiful day to experience a 
lovely campus. Thank you to Adam Hammond for arranging the trip and Janet Stong for 
accompanying students. 



 



 



Above: Juniors enjoy a tour of Marist College. 

  
 
NYSED Digital Resource Survey 

  
Spackenkill Union Free School District is assisting the New York State Education Department 
(NYSED) in collecting data related to student internet and digital device access at home. Both the 
district and NYSED are committed to ensuring digital equity for every student in our community and 
across the state. This data will be collected annually to help identify technology needs and target 
resources and funding opportunities when they become available. 
  
Your participation is important! 
  
Here’s what you need to know: 

●​ Beginning Monday, October 23, the survey will be emailed to you with a link for each child in 
your household. 

●​ Watch for the email from Spackenkill with the subject line 2023-2024 School Year: Digital 
Resource Survey. 

●​ The survey is brief and takes about 1 minute to complete. 
●​ The survey will be emailed to you regularly until you complete it for each child. 



●​ Please complete the survey for each child by Tuesday, December 5.​
​
Click here for more information. 

 

Halloween Safety 

Today, SRO Steve Doughty visited Nassau Elementary classrooms to review safety rules for 
Halloween. The students watched a short video about Halloween safety that emphasized basic 
ground rules: walking, not running; standing out in the dark using a flashlight, glow sticks, or 
reflectors; traveling in groups in well-lit areas with an adult; checking candy for choking hazards or 
tampering; and making sure drivers see you. Officer Doughty reviewed these points in detail, asking 
many questions. The students were very excited about the upcoming holiday. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/IaEs13CmGYsWbJoEA07ymw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlRrIpP4QHAWh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvRFBEc0FZVVNfMXF0VmdaeGF1RGYtd35-L0FBQUFBUUF-L1JnUmpjQlo0UDBSUGFIUjBjSE02THk5M2QzY3VjM0JoWTJ0bGJtdHBiR3h6WTJodmIyeHpMbTl5Wnk5amJYTXZUMjVsTG1GemNIZ19jRzl5ZEdGc1NXUTlNalk1TmpFMUpuQmhaMlZKWkQwek9ETTVOekl4T1ZjSGMyTm9iMjlzYlVJS1lZdjQ0bzVoX0xIOFJGSVdhMkYwYUhrdWFHOWxlVUJ6ZFdaelpHNTVMbTl5WjFnRUFBQUFBUX5-VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY6l-ZWPEHEz2UhZrYXRoeS5ob2V5QHN1ZnNkbnkub3JnWAQAAAAB


 

Above: SRO Doughty discusses Halloween safety with kindergartners. 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 

 
 

 

This is the last newsletter for October, and now we are truly entering the heart of the school year. 
 
There’s a lot going on this weekend, from Almost, Maine, at the high school to Trunk or Treat at 
Hagan Elementary at 3 pm tomorrow! Hope that you get out and enjoy these great activities! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul M. Fanuele, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 



 
 
 
 
Please see flyer(s) that may be of interest: 
 
Croft Corners Fire Company’s Halloween Parade 
 
Children’s Halloween Health & Safety Expo 
 
Music Boosters Parents Night Out 
 
Softball Car Wash Fundraiser 
 
Spackenkill Softball Pitching Clinics 
 
Dutchess Outreach Coat Drive 
 
 

 

Spackenkill Union Free School District 

15 Croft Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603; 845-463-7800 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wFH--mi6UQNZEfRDFvzoghhniXBvfsm_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UUDhubgV0Z1hXo4-hnu6N1Yi_4OfyvUV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MVUMdLpX16N1yUdvA41cboS257KRXSHq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1irf-KDJ8sIszeLGfFDUx1tdUlIm9kWqg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YV8g0RpQ1yAvvlqUaf5btKlPBfDargUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16sltHEcdAlygGa4WQr9bLQptUv4pUsIy/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 

https://www.spackenkillschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=269615&pageId=1533279
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