
Million Dollars Vs 1 Rupee 
Ahsan received two envelopes. On the red one was written, “Get rich with it.”​
He opened it and found a single rupee note inside. Disappointed, he frowned at what seemed like 
a joke. 

The second envelope was blue, carrying the words, “Don’t get fooled.”​
He tore it open and froze — inside lay a cheque of one million dollars. Amazed at his luck, he 
smiled, certain that the messages on both envelopes must have been accidentally switched. To 
him, wealth could never be foolishness. He tossed the red envelope into a dustbin and rushed to 
the bank with the blue one, his heart pounding with excitement. 

The banker studied the cheque and said quietly, “This has no value.”​
Seeing Ahsan’s disbelief, he handed him a white envelope. “Open this when you reach home,” 
he said. 

Ahsan opened it, trembling. Inside was a small note:​
“If you bring that one rupee note back from the dustbin, you will receive a million dollars in 
your account.” 

The million-dollar cheque was the mirage of material success.​
The one-rupee note was the currency of faith.​
And the banker — was God. 

This is what will happen on the Day of Judgment. 

Here, the words of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم echo like thunder through time:​
“Love of the world is the root of all evil.” 

There are many who live decent, respectable lives — honest, courteous, even charitable — yet 
lose their eternal share because of one tragic flaw: an unrelenting love for this transient world. 
They cannot imagine a life outside the race for more — more success, more comfort, more 
recognition. They cannot bear being ordinary. They must compete, outperform, and outshine, no 
matter the cost. And that obsession, that burning need to be seen and envied, marks the 
beginning of their spiritual downfall. 

What a tragedy — that one can appear so good outwardly, yet be so hollow within! 

The Qur’an and Hadith are filled with reminders that material achievement is not true 
achievement — that he who purifies his inner self is the real victor. Yet we cling to this wild 
pursuit, indifferent to the decay of our hearts and the pollution of our souls. Who could be at a 
greater loss than one who wins the world and loses himself? 

But how does one rise above the rat race in a world that worships it? What power can make us 
abandon the glitter of gold for the light of truth? The answer lies in one word — Love. Not the 
fleeting love of men and moments, but the burning, transforming love of the Divine. 

Only this love has the strength to consume every other desire. When the heart is set ablaze with 
it, all other fires die down — the fire of greed, of envy, of ego, of ambition. But how does one 
become worthy of that love in a world so loud with distractions? 



This was the secret discovered by Rumi, the healer of humanity’s hidden wounds, and the 
disciple of the wandering saint, Shams of Tabriz. Rumi’s discovery was not made in comfort but 
in the crucible of loss. He learned that love’s arrival often feels like chaos — yet that chaos is 
God’s handwriting. 

To decipher this new script, one needs a teacher. Here is what I learned from mine. Yet these 
lessons are not universal doctrines; they are the private reflections of one who has been led upon 
the path. I write not from textbooks but from lived experience. Another seeker may taste the 
same truths differently. There is no fixed manual of spiritual growth — only intimations, never 
verdicts; guidance that is personal, not generalized. 

1.​ The greater the annihilation of the human self, the stronger the presence of the Divine 
Self. 

2.​ The more desires fill the heart, the further it drifts from God. 

3.​ The more our plans are frustrated, the more they align with the Divine Plan. 

4.​ The harder we chase ambition, the longer we suffer its weight. 

5.​ The sooner we submit to Divine Will, the sooner peace descends. 

6.​ True wisdom shortens the list of prayers once begged in ignorance. 

7.​ The stronger the craving for what is fleeting, the deeper the pain when it slips away. 

8.​ What may seem perfect for the ego can be ruinous for the soul. 

9.​ What may seem harsh for the ego can be a blessing for the soul. 

10.​The loftier the syllabus, the greater the number of disciplines and restraints. 

11.​The heavier our dependence on intellect, the dimmer the flame of love. 

12.​The more we rely on books, the less we trust the living guide. 

13.​The deeper our surrender to the guide, the swifter the ascent of the spirit. 

14.​The more we turn from a desire, the more the ego disguises it in pious forms. 

15.​Without a mentor, self-justification and self-deception know no end. 

16.​As maturity grows, the tricks of Satan grow subtler. 

17.​One appreciates a mentor’s wisdom only after unlearning the arrogance gathered before 
his arrival. 

18.​Enlightenment is not in reading Rumi but in walking his path, even without reading his 
words. 

19.​Iqbal’s thought stirs revolutions in the world; Wasif Ali Wasif’s thought kindles 
transformation within the self. 

20.​Without inner reformation, efforts to reform others are misdirected energy. 



21.​Every ideology presents its case like an attorney; do not drown in arguments — see the 
truth in the one who speaks. 

22.​Motivational speakers teach you how to sell yourself; Wasif teaches how to remain 
unknown despite greatness. 

23.​Wasif’s voice reveals his sainthood; his essays prove his genius — each nourishing a 
different kind of seeker. 

24.​A scholar may mesmerize with eloquence, yet the Divine is most often reached through 
saints whose words are simple but hearts are vast. 

25.​Authenticity has a price. A thousand crossroads will ask you to choose between faith and 
worldliness; if you sacrifice the world, you are a man of faith. 

26.​Examine carefully before choosing a mentor — but once chosen, do not test him. 

27.​Endless exploration keeps the traveler at the starting line; choose a path, and devotion 
will carry you deeper. 

28.​The journey itself is the destination; focus less on milestones, more on nearness to God. 

29.​Travel light. The luggage of desires, attachments, and ambitions will exhaust you early. 

30.​Understanding the Law is shown by obedience to it; the depth of love is shown by 
kindness toward the creation of the Lawgiver. 

31.​Which is greater — Law or Love? Law is exalted when bathed in love; Love is pure 
when guarded by law. 

32.​Wisdom cannot dwell in a heart devoid of humility. 

33.​The path often begins anew; one perceives a veil only after stepping beyond it. 

34.​Carry no labels. Let your fragrance announce that you are a friend of God. 

35.​Spirituality outside Islam lifts you from matter to spirit; spirituality rooted in 
Prophethood lifts you from spirit to Divine Light. 

36.​Do not call yourself a Sufi; become the embodiment of Sufism. 

37.​Pain teaches only when you trust the wisdom within it. 

38.​When the Divine wisdom behind disaster is unveiled, patience turns into gratitude — but 
only after steadfastness upon the path. 

39.​True gnosis arises only when one transcends the chains of cause and effect. 

40.​Though the Qur’an is one, the spiritual syllabus differs across the three stages of faith — 
Islam, Iman, and Ihsan. Do not impose the teaching of one stage upon a traveler of 
another. 

41.​In the revolutionary worldview, the one whose sermons reach millions is hailed as God’s 
vicegerent, for the focus is on transforming society. In the Sufi worldview, the one who 



hides himself from the world is the true vicegerent of God, for the focus is on conquering 
the self. 

42.​If you are more concerned with the purity of your intention than with the magnitude of 
your impact, you have reached spiritual maturity. 

43.​He who does not lower his gaze before the opposite gender will never taste the sweetness 
of worship. 

44.​When you do something for God and humbly acknowledge it, that is virtue.​
When you do everything for God and still believe it is nothing, that is love. 

45.​Complete surrender becomes possible only when the measure of love surpasses the 
measure of intellect. 

46.​If your cheque is not cashed in this world, rest assured — it will be honoured in the 
hereafter. 

47.​Polish the mirror of your heart until it gleams, and God will bestow knowledge without 
books, degrees, or institutes — a gift that descends directly from above. 

48.​A heart tainted by jealousy stands in silent rebellion against God. 
49.​Only the saints possess the secret art of making the greatest contributions without ever 

making the headlines. 
50.​Saints do not write with pens — their ink is blood, sweat, and tears. 
51.​Only the saints are magnanimous enough to let their worth be known after their passing. 
52.​Since saints never monetize their efforts, God multiplies their reward beyond all measure. 
53.​The real festival is not held in a saint’s house but at his grave, where life begins anew in 

unseen realms. 
54.​To see a million dollars in a single rupee — and a single rupee in a million dollars — is 

the vision of a saint. 
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