Minh Oan va Vinh Danh

Quan Lwc Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Lam Vinh Thé

Chién Tranh Viét Nam d3 két thuc vao ngay 30-4-1975, cach day da hon 40 ndm
réi. Viét Nam Céng Hoa (VNCH) cung v&i Quan Luc Viét Nam Coéng Hoa (QLVNCH)
da bj khai t&r. Trong khodng thoi gian do, phan Ién cac cdng trinh nghién clru nham
danh gia cudc chién cla cac sv gia Hoa Ky thudc nhém “chinh théng” (orthodox) déu
cho rang Hoa Ky da thua tran vi rat nhiéu ly do, ma mét trong nhirng ly do dé 1a vi déng
minh cla quan doi My, QLVNCH, 1a mét quan doi hén nhat va khéng c6 kha nang chién
d4u. Quan diém sai ldam va c6 tinh nhuc ma QLVNCH nay gan day da bi chinh mot thé
hé md&i clia cac st gia va nha nghién cru Hoa Ky, dwgc ménh danh la nhém ”xét lai”
(revisionist) bac bé hoan toan. Bai viét nay 1a mét cd gang nhé trong viéc ghi lai mot vai
nhan dinh va két luan cta cac s gia Hoa Ky thudc thé hé méi nay, nham minh oan va
vinh danh QLVNCH.

Nhan Dinh Sai LAm V& Ban Chét Cua QLVNCH

Trong mét bai viét vé hai nhém “chinh théng va xét lai,” tac gia Mark Moyar,
thudc nhom “xét lai,” & nhan dinh [& mét trong nhirng khuyét diém té hai nhiet ctia cac
st gia Hoa Ky thudc phe “chinh thdng” 1a da chiu anh hwédng qua nang né cta nhirng
bai bao va tac phdm rat dang nghi ngd clia bd ba Halberstam + Sheehan + Karnow la
nhirng ky gid My nédi tiéng trong thap nién 1960. Nhan dinh cla nhém “chinh thdng vé
VNCH va QLVNCH la nhw sau: “America’s South Vietnamese allies were corrupt
and cowardly, in contrast to the patriotic and dedicated North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong.” ! (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngl* nhw sau: Péng minh Nam Viét Nam cua
Hoa Ky thi tham nhing va hén nhét, nguoc hdn véi quan Béc Viét va Viét Cong thi yéu
nwoc va tan tuy).

QLVNCH bi xem |a hén nhat va khéng cé kha nang chién d4u chi vi da thua Tran
Ap Béc (thang 1-1963), da dwoc bo ba ky gia néi trén mé ta ti mi trong cac tac pham an
khach cla ho, nhitt 1a cudn A Bright shining lie cia Sheehan.” > % Trong cudn sach
nay, Sheehan danh han ra mét chwong, ma 6ng ta goi la Book lll: The Battle of Ap
Bac, tir trang 201 dén trang 265, dé néi vé tran danh nay, trong dé Sheehan khéng bd
qua bét ct¢ co hdi ndo dé khen ngoi cac cap chi huy cta Viét Céng va nguoc lai néi
xau, ché bai cac cép chi huy cGa quan ddi VNCH. Xin don clr mét thi du dién hinh:

“ ... the captain in charge of the M-113s, [am chi Dai Uy Ly Tong B4, chi huy Dai Doi 7 Co Gi¢i M-113]
who had been one of the few decent officers of this stinking army, was behaving like the rest of the



cowardly bastards.” ¥ (Xin tam dich sang Viét ng¥ nhw sau: ... vién dai Uy chi huy cac thiét-van-xa
M-113, ma trwdc day da tirng la mot trong sb rat hiém nhirng sT quan dang hoang, ding dan cda cai quan
doi thdi tha nay, nay lai dang hanh x& ciing giébng nhw cai bon con hoang hén nhat kia).

Trong cubn Vietnam, a history: the first complete account of Vietnam at war,
tac gid Karnow, tuy chi danh cho Tran Ap Bac c6 3 trang trong Chwong 7, Vietnam is
the place, cling da khong tiéc 16 ché bai quan d6i VNCH ngay trong phan mé dau nhw
sau:

“The Diem’s army’s shortcomings became dramatically apparent in January 1963 near Ap Bac, a
village in the Mekong delta forty miles southwest of Saigon, where an inferior Vietcong contingent
mauled a South Vietnamese division that could have scored a victory had it not been led by
pusillanimous officers.” [6] (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngl nhw sau: Nhiing khuyét diém cda quéan déi cua
6ng Diém d4 hién ré trong Thang Giéng nam 1963 tai Ap Bac, mét ngéi lang trong ving chau thé séng
Ctu Long céch Sai Gon 40 dam vé huéng tdy nam, noi ma mot don vi nhé cta Viét Céng da xé nat mot
sw doan cta Nam Viét Nam, ma I8 ra da thdng néu khéng phai da dwoc chi huy béi nhiing tén st quan
hén nhat).

Doan van nay cla tac gia Karnow, ngoai viéc str dung nhirng ngén tir cé tinh
cach ché bai, ma ly quan déi VNCH, con chira dwng mét cum tr cwdng diéu, sai lac va
gay hiéu 1am rat Ién cho doc gid. Cudc hanh quan Ap Béc dung la do B6 Tw Lénh Sw
DPoan 7 BB tb chirc, nhwng cac don vi tham chién chi la & c4p tiéu doan, chwa dén cép
trung doan, ché dau phai la “mét sw doan” nhw Karnow d3 viét.

Tac gid Halberstam, trong tdc phAm The Making of a quagmire: America and
Vietnam during the Kennedy era, cling danh ra nguyén mét chwong, Chuong 6:
Disaster: The Battle of Ap Bac, tir trang 77 dén trang 92, dé néi vé Tran Ap Bac. Tuy
khéng st dung nhiéu tr nglr cé tinh cach ché bai, ma ly quan d6i VNCH nhw Sheehan
va Karnow, Halberstam ciing gay ra nhiéu ngd nhan vé vai trd ctia Dai Uy Ly Tong Ba
trong tran danh, thi du nhw khéng chiu tAn céng, khéng tuan 1énh Pai Ta Dam (Tw Lénh
Sw Doan 7 BB). Halberstam da viét nhw sau & trang 85:

“ ... at this moment he refused to move his APC’s ... Colonel Vann, circling in a light spotter
plane, radioed Ba’s unit that Dam had ordered it to advance. But Ba refused to move...” (7] (Xin
tam dich sang Viét ngir nhw sau: ... luc dé 6ng ta [chi Dai Uy B4] tir chéi khdng cho céc thiét van xa tién
I&n ... Trung Ta Vann, dang lwon vong trén mét phi co quan sat nhé, da dién xuéng cho don vi clia 6ng
Ba la 6ng Dam da ra lénh tan cong. Nhuwng dng Ba van khong tién 1&n ...).

T ¢d chi kim, déi v&i binh gia, thang thua 1a chuyén binh thwdng, cé khi ta
thdng dich thua, va nguoc lai, cling cé khi ta thua dich thang. Nguyén nhan thang hay
thua déu co thé tim ra dwoc trong cac yéu t6 quan trong nhu: tinh bao, chién thuat, tiép
van, v. Trong khoang th&i gian 6 thang cubi nam 1962 (tr ngay 1-7-1962 dén ngay
31-12-1962), theo tac phdm bién nién sivr Hai mwoi ndm qua: viéc tirng ngay
(1945-1954) cia tac gia Doan Thém, da cé hang may chuc tran danh gitra quan doi
VNCH va Viét Cong ma két qua thwdng la quan ddi VNCH da thang véi thdng ké chung
(do chinh tac giad cla bai viét nay thwc hién bang cach cong lai tt cd cac con sb



thwong vong cla hai bén trong subt tir trang 324 dén trang 338) vé sé thwong vong
nhw sau:

e VNCH: 94 t&r thwong va 119 bi thuwong
e Viét Cong: 2413 t&r thwong va 438 bj bat 1am tu binh

Trong s6 cac tran danh dé, riéng trong cudc Hanh quan “BinhTay” vao ngay
21-8-1962, tai Bau Sang, Gia Rai (thudc tinh Ba Xuyén), Tiéu Doan Phu Loi cla Viét
Céng da bi danh tan nat véi 166 tir thwong va 25 can binh bj bat tai tran.® Cac tac
phdm cla bd ba ky gid My néi trén hoan toan khéng dé cap gi dén céac tran danh dé ca.
nhwng da mé ta that ti mi, nhwng khéng hoan toan ding sw that, Tran Ap Béc vao
ngay 2-1-1963, la moét tran danh ma quan doi VNCH da co ton that kha Ion véi 83 tir
thwong va hon 100 bj thwong (vé phia Hoa Ky thi c6 3 t& thwong, 8 bi thwong véi 5 phi
co trwc thang H-21 bi ban ha; vé phia Viét Céng l1a 18 t&r thwong va 39 bj thwong).”
Noi sw viéc nay thdi cling da du cho thay sw thién I&ch rat nang né cta 3 ky gid. Hon
nira, ho hoan toan khéng cé mét tai tran danh, chi viét lai qua 1o ké clia cac si quan cb
van My. Nguwdi sT quan VNCH c6é mat tai tran Ap Béc la Pai Uy Ly Tong Ba, mot si
quan Thiét Giap can trwong, luén sat canh cung binh si dwdi quyén, mét twéng Ianh,
Tw Lénh Sv Doan 25 B Binh, da khéng dao ngd, bé don vi va binh si cia minh, ma
trai lai, da chién dau dén gi® phat cudi cung va bj bat lam tu binh vao ngay 29-4-1975
khi Sw BDoan 25 BB bi dich danh tan ra. Chung ta hay nghe nhirng I&i tdm sw sau day
ctia Chuan Twéng Ba ghi lai trong hdi ky clia éng:

“Dén déy, t6i twong can néi ré sy thit trn dénh dién tién cua né khéng giong nhw NEIL
SHEEHAN viét ké trong quyén séch cua anh — cuén “A BRIGHT SHINING LIE” xuat bén ndm 1988.
Nhirng diém chl’niz yéu‘cang ly do chinh dang tieng dién tién caa tran danh khéng dwg’g trinh bay,

ma téc gia chi viét phan féng’qug't theo 1o ké, 10i twong thuat mét cach hoi hot va thiéu sét caa
JAMES SCANLON - bai Uy C6 Van don vi. [tr. 65] ... T6i xin dat mét cau hoi theo 1o trinh bay cua
Neil Sheehan trong “A BRIGHT SHINING LIE,” lam sao t6i dam cai Iénh Tw Lénh Sw Doan [la Dai
T4 Bui Binh Bam, Tw Lénh Sw Boan 7 BB] dé thi hanh lénh cua Trung T4 [Chuan Twéng Ba da nhé
sai, lic dé 6ng Tho m&i mang lon Thiéu Ta] Tinh Trwédng My Tho Lam Quang Tho khéng chju vwot
kinh truy kich djch. [tr. 68]” "

Tac gid Mark Moyar, trong mét tdc phdm quan trong cta 6ng, Triumph
forsaken: the Vietnam War, 1954-1965, da viét rd nhw sau:

“Colonel John Paul Vann, a U.S. Army advisor and the central figure in Sheehan’s book A
Bright Shining Lie, was more dishonest in dealing with the press than Sheehan ever
acknowledged. Vann fed the journalists an extremely misleading version of the Battle of Ap Bac,
one that the journalists transformed into the accepted version of the battle.” " (Xin tam dich sang
Viét nglr nhw sau: Trung Ta (dung ra tac gia Moyar nén ghi la Lieutenant-Colonel cho rd, vi luc dé 6ng
Vann chi méi mang cép bac Trung T4; day that ra khong phai la mét 16i, vi théng thudng ngudi My
thwdng goi chung hai cap bac Lieutenant-Colonel va Full Colonel la Colonel] John Paul Vann, mét cé van
cla Luc Quan My va la nhan vat chanh trong cudn sach A Bright Shining Lie cta Sheehan, da thiéu
thanh that nhiéu hon 1a Sheehan da cdng nhan. Vann da cung cép cho cac nha bao mét bao cao cyc ky



sai lac vé& Tran Ap Bac, mot bao cao da dwoc cac nha bao bién thanh bao céo dwoc chip nhan vé tran
danh).

Tuy nhién, vi ban than ho déu da tirng la nhitng nha bao dwoc gidi thwéng
Pulitzer cao quy cta Hoa Ky, tdc phdm cutia 3 ky gia néi trén da tré thanh nhirng cubn
sach ban chay nhit (best-sellers), va da duwoc cd mot thé hé cac siv gia va nha nghién
cu Hoa ky dung lam tai liéu tham khao chinh trong cac tadc phdm thudc nhém “chinh
thdng” clia ho. Diéu nay cé nghia la nhirng nhan dinh tiéu cwc ctia ho vé kha nang
chién dau ctia QLVNCH da tré thanh khuén sao, dwoc cac tac gia “chinh thdng” tiép tuc
lap di 1ap lai va dwoc cac thanh vién cia phong trdo phan chién s dung triét d&. Mét
diéu niva ciing dang lwu y la da sb cac tac gid “chinh théng” nay lai 1a gido sw tai cac
trwdng dai hoc. Mot sb sinh vién cia ho sau d6 ciing tré thanh gido sw dai hoc va
chinh nhirng ngudi nay lai tiép tuc truyén ba cac nhan dinh tiéu cwc dé cho cac thé hé
sinh vién ké tiép. Trong th&i gian may chuc ndm dé, gidi truyén théng va dién anh cla
Hoa Ky ciing tiép tay trong viéc noi xau, ché bai QLVNCH nay. Két qua la déi véi mot
bd phan rat Ién ctia ngudi dan My, trong mét thdi gian khoang may thap nién, QLVNCH
da bi xem nhw |a mét quan doéi hén nhat va khéng cé kha ndng chién dau cao. Su that
thi sao?

Ban Chat Anh Hung va Kha Nang Chién D4u Cao Ciia QLVNCH

Sw that, ma ngay nay khéng con ai c6 thé chdi bd dwoc niva, da thé hién qua hai
tran Téng Tan Coéng I&n cla phe Cong San trong hai nam 1968 (Tét Mau Than) va
1972 (Mua Hé D4 Lra), dac biét la nam 1972, khi dai da sb quan My da triét thoai, va
QLVNCH da phai chién dau don doc.

Trong tran Téng Tan Céng nam 1972 clia phe Cong san, ma gidi truyén théng
va, sau nay, tat ca cac tai liéu ciia Hoa Ky déu goi la The Easter Offensive, QLVNCH
da chién dau vo cung anh diing tai tAt c& 3 mat tran Ia Quang Tri & Vung |, Kontum &
Vung Il, va An Loc & Vang Ill. QLVNCH da thang va da gay ra nhirng tn that rat nang
né cho phe Cdng San. Nhwng, di nhién, QLVNCH ciing da phai trd mét gia rat dat cho
nhirng chién thang I&n do.

Khi viét vé tran tai chiém Quang Tri, tac gid My Dale Andradé da viét nhw sau:
“ .. the South Vietnamese marines suffered more than 5,000 casualties since June, 3,658
of them during the seven-week battle to recapture the citadel. Almost one out of every
four marines in the entire division was wounded or killed.”""? (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngi
nhw sau: “.. Thdy Quén Luc Chién cda Nam Viét Nam d4 c6 téng sé thuong vong hon 5.000 tir
thang 6, trong dé c6 3.658 la trong thoi gian trén danh 7 tuén 18 tai chiém cé thanh. Gén nhw la
mét phén tw binh si cua sw doan da bj thuwong hodc ti trédn”). Tai chiém mot thanh phd ma dich
quan da chiém déng trong gan 2 thang, cé da thi gio dé td chirc cac cong sw phong thi that
vibng chéc va véi quyét tam t& thd, QLVNCH, véi mét sb thwong vong cao nhw vay, da chirng
minh mot cach rd rét ban chat anh hung ctia minh, dit khoat khéng phai la mét quan doi hén
nhat nhw cac tac gid My trong nhém “chinh théng” da réu rao trong may chuc ndm qua.



Néu mubn biét thém chi tiét vé tran danh ddm mau nay, doc gia cé thé tim doc bai viét
sau day: Tdi chiém Quéang Tri: trdn danh ddm mau nhat trong Chién Tranh Viét
Nam, trén Trang Web Nam Ky Luc Tinh tai dia chi Internet sau day:
https://sites.google.com/site/namkyluctinhorg/tac-gia-tac-pham/i-j-k-I-m/lam-vinh-the/tai-
chiem-quang-tri-tran-danh-dam-mau-nhut-trong-chien-tranh-viet-nam

Tai mat tran An Ldc, tinh hinh con khé khan hon rat nhiéu. Thj tran An Loc da b
bao vay hoan toan b&i moét lyc lwong rat Ién cia Céng quan gdm 3 sw doan bd binh
(cac Coéng Trudng 5, 7 va 9), mdt sw doan phao binh (Sw Poan Phao Binh 69), nhiéu
trung doan tro chién nhw phong khéng, thiét giap, vi khi ddc biét, dac céng, v.
QLVNCH, v&i mét luc lwong phong tha bén trong nhd hon rét nhiéu (ngay Sw Poan 5
BB ciing chi con c6 2 Trung Poan théi) da anh diing chéng cw véi quyét tam tir tha cac
dot tAn cong dir doi ctia dich quan cé chién xa yém tro. Trong subt thdi gian cda tran
danh, cac don vi cia QLVNCH da phai ganh chiu nhirng tran phao kich kinh hén, cé
ngay lén dén hang ngan qua trong phdo. Tac gia James H. Willbanks, trong tdc pham
cua 6ng The Battle of An Loc, da ghi rd nhu sau:

“The ceaseless shelling, estimated at over 78,000 rounds during the three-month period,
had reduced the city to almost total ruins. ... The ARVN defenders in the city had sustained 5,400
casualties, including 2,300 killed or missing. One battalion of the 5" ARVN was down to 26
effectives from an original strength of 300 soldiers. »[13] (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: Viéc
phéo kich lién tuc, woc tinh 1én dén 78.000 qua trong thoi gian ba thang, da lam cho thj trén hoan toan dé
nat. ... Céc chién sTphong thu ciia QLVNCH da génh chiu mét sé thuong vong la 5.400 binh si, trong dé
c6 dén 2.300 tir trén hay mét tich. M6t tiéu doan ctua Sw Doan 5 BO Binh chi con 26 nguoi con kha néng
tac chién ter mot quéan sé 300 chién sT luc ban dau).

Dé biét thém chi tiét vé chién cong oanh liét nay ctia QLVNCH, doc gia co thé
tham khao bai viét Te thd An Léc maa Hé nam 1972 da dang trén Trang Web Nam
Ky Luc Tinh tai dia chi Internet sau day:
https://sites.google.com/site/namkyluctinhorg/tac-gia-tac-pham/i-j-k-I-m/lam-vinh-the/tu-t
hu-an-loc-mua-he-nam-1972

Ban chéat anh hing va kha nang chién d4u cao QLVNCH da dwoc chirng minh
thém mot 1an nira, va cling 1a 1an sau cung trong Chién Tranh Viét Nam, tai thj tran
Xuéan Léc, clra ngd vao thi dd Sai Gon ctia VNCH, vao trung tuan thang 4-1975. Sau
khi da chiém djwoc cad Vang | va Vang Il cia VNCH, va pha tan phong tuyén Phan
Rang clia B& Tw Lénh Tién Phuwong clia Quan Poan lll, quan Bac Viét tién vé hudng
Sai Gon trong thé manh gan nhw ché tre. Thi trdn Xuan Léc la phong tuyén cudi cing
clia QLVNCH trwdc nguwdng clra vao Sai Gon. Phe Cong San nghi rang ho sé chiém
Xuan Léc mét cach dé dang. Nhwng ho da Iam. Nguyén ca mét quan doan Béc Viét,
Quan Doan 4, dwéi quyén tw |énh ctia Twéng Hoang Cam, gébm 3 Sw Doan 6, 7 va 341,
da bi moét sw doan duy nhivt cia QLCVNCH l1a Sw Poan 18 Bd Binh, dwdi quyén tw 1énh
cta Twéng L& Minh Dao, chan ding tai Xuan Loc trong gan hai tuan 18, tv ngay 9 dén
ngay 21-4-1975.
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V@i chién thuat quen thudc “tién phao hau xung,” cac don vi phao binh ctia quan
Bé&c Viét da phao kich vao thj trAn Xuan Loc rat divr déi va bién thj trAn nay thanh mot
ddng gach vun. Ta hay nghe lai I&i ké cia mét ky gia My:

“Almost every building has been damaged, and the town center reduced to rubble. The
streets are pocked with 130-millimeter shells that come whistling in from the green, brooding hills
to the north. What were once houses are now heaps of pulverized stone and charred timbers.
The market, its tin-roofed stalls twisted into weird shapes, looks like a junk yard, and the bus
station, where the initial fighting took place, is recognizable as such only by the blackened
skeletons of a few buses...” '" (Xin tam dich sang Viét ng nhw sau: Gan nhuw tat ca cac tdoa nha déu
bi pha hdy, va trung tam thj trAn da bién thanh mét ddng gach vun. Céc con phd day cac hd dan dai bac
130 ly da dwoc ban vao tlr nhirng ngon déi xanh & hwéng béc. Nhirng gi trwdc day 1a nhivng ngdi nha
bay gi®» chi con la nhiing déng da nat vun va nhirng thanh gb chay den. Con cai che, ma cac gian hang
lop tén da bi bodp méo thanh nhirng hinh thu ky di, thi gibng nhw mot khu bé dd phé thai, va cai bén xe
do, noi tran danh dau tién da dién ra, thi chi con nhin ra dwoc nhd may cai swon chay den clia mot vai
chiéc xe do...)

Mac du vay, cling gibng nhw cac don vi ctia QLVNCH da t& thi & An Loc vao
mua Heé 1972, cac don vi cia Sw Doan 18 BB da can trwd'ng chiu dwng cac tran phao
kinh hoang dé, va ch& khi dich quan bat dau tAn cong vao thi trdn, da chéng trd manh
liét va gay cho ching nhirng tén that rat nang né. Hai tac gid My, George J. Veith va
Merle L. Pribbenow, da viét mot bai bao that dai, gdm tat ca 51 trang, gan nhw 1a mét
cudn sach nhd, mé ta that chi tiét tran Xuan Loc. Hai tac gia da trich dan chinh héi ky
ctia Twéng Hoang Cam nhuw sau:

“During the first three days of the battle 7" Division suffered 300 casualties and the 341
Division suffered 1,200 casualties ... Virtually all of our 85 mm and 57 mm artillery pieces had
been destroyed.” "®! (sau day 1a nguyén van tiéng Viét ctia Ghi cht sé 9, Chwong 20, clia quyén hdi ky
ctia Twéng Hoang Cam, Chang dwong 10.000 ngay: héi ky cia Thwong Twéng Hoang Cam (phan
2), tai liéu truc tuyén, cé thé doc toan van tai dia chi Internet sau day:
https://lichsuhuyenbivietham.blogspot.com/2012/11/chang-uong-10000-ngay-hoi-ky-cua-thuong_15.html):
Ba ngay dau chién diu, sw doan 7 bi thwong vong 300 can b, chién si, sw doan 341 bi thwong
vong 1.200. Chin xe tang bi dich ban chay 3, héng 3. Phao 85 ly va 57 ly héng gan hét.”

Thay L&i Két

Qua cac tac gia My, thudéc nhom “xét lai,” ngay nay ngudi My da cé moét cai nhin
dung dén hon vé QLVNCH, ddng minh ctia Hoa Ky trong Chién Tranh Viét Nam. Ho d3
biét 15 1a QLVNCH tuyét dbéi khéng phai la mét quan déi hén nhét va
khéng c6 kha ndng chién diu cao. Bai viét ngén nay chi diém qua mot vai bai
viét clia cac tac gid thudc nhdm “xét lai”, vi cong tdm cla da sé ngudi My lwong thién,
da minh oan va vinh danh QLVNCH, mét quan déi anh hung da di vao lich sir. Trong
phan két cta bai viét dai vé Tran Xuan Loc da noéi dén bén trén, hai tac gid Veith va
Pribbenow da ghi lai cau trd |&i sau day cua Thiéu Twéng L& Minh Dao, Tw Lénh Sw
Doan 18 BB: “Please do not call me a hero. My men who died at Xuan Loc and a
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hundred battles before are the true heroes.” ' (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw
sau: “Xin dimng goi t6i la mét anh hung. Céc binh sT duéi quyén téi da hy sinh tai Xuén
Léc va trong hang trédm tran danh trudc do moi thét la nhing vi anh hung”).
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