
Understanding Colon Cancer Surgery - What You Need 

to Know 

Colon cancer surgery is a common treatment option for individuals diagnosed with colon 

cancer. The procedure involves removing the cancerous part of the colon and potentially nearby 

lymph nodes. Understanding the different types of colon cancer surgeries, recovery process, 

and potential risks can empower patients to make informed decisions about their treatment. 

 

Types of Colon Cancer Surgery 

The type of surgery a patient undergoes depends on the stage and location of the cancer, as 

well as overall health. There are primarily three types of surgeries for colon cancer: 

Colonoscopy and Polypectomy If the cancer is found early, sometimes during routine screening, 

and is small or confined to a polyp (a growth that can turn cancerous), doctors may recommend 

removing the polyp during a colonoscopy. This procedure is minimally invasive and usually 

doesn’t require an incision. 

Partial Colectomy A partial colectomy is the most common procedure for colon cancer surgery. 

During this operation, the surgeon removes the portion of the colon where the tumor is located 

along with nearby lymph nodes. Afterward, the remaining healthy parts of the colon are 

reconnected to restore the digestive tract. More information on Cancer surgery colon cancer. 

https://drhimanshuyadav.com/colorectal-cancer/


Total Colectomy In cases where cancer has spread extensively or affected the entire colon, a 

total colectomy may be necessary. This surgery involves removing the entire colon, and 

depending on the situation, the surgeon may create an opening in the abdomen (called a 

stoma) for a colostomy bag to collect waste. 

Laparoscopic Surgery (Minimally Invasive Surgery) In recent years, laparoscopic surgery has 

become a popular alternative. It involves making several small incisions and using a camera and 

special instruments to remove the cancer. Patients who undergo laparoscopic surgery tend to 

experience shorter recovery times and less post-operative pain compared to traditional open 

surgery. 

Preparation for Colon Cancer Surgery 

Preparation for surgery typically involves several steps. Patients may need to follow a special 

diet or take laxatives to clean out the colon before the procedure. It’s also essential for patients 

to discuss any pre-existing medical conditions with their healthcare provider. This ensures the 

team can manage any risks during surgery, such as heart disease or diabetes. 

In some cases, doctors may recommend chemotherapy or radiation before surgery to shrink the 

tumor, making it easier to remove. After surgery, chemotherapy or radiation may also be 

prescribed to ensure that any remaining cancer cells are destroyed. 

The Surgery Procedure 

On the day of the surgery, patients are typically placed under general anesthesia. The surgeon 

will make incisions in the abdomen, remove the cancerous portion of the colon, and possibly 

the affected lymph nodes. If a total colectomy is performed, a colostomy may be required to 

reroute waste. Once the surgery is complete, the incisions are closed with sutures or staples, 

and the patient is moved to a recovery room. 

Post-Surgery Recovery 

Recovery time after colon cancer surgery can vary, but it generally takes several weeks. Most 

patients remain in the hospital for 3 to 7 days, depending on the type of surgery and the 



individual’s overall health. During this time, healthcare providers will monitor the patient’s 

condition, manage pain, and prevent infections. 

For those undergoing laparoscopic surgery, the recovery process is usually faster, with many 

people able to return to normal activities within 2 to 4 weeks. For more extensive surgeries, 

recovery may take 6 to 8 weeks, with follow-up appointments to monitor progress and ensure 

that healing is occurring as expected. 

It is important to gradually resume eating solid foods and to avoid strenuous activities during 

the recovery period. Patients may also undergo physical therapy to regain strength and 

flexibility, which can help speed up recovery. 

Potential Risks and Complications 

Like any surgery, colon cancer surgery comes with risks. Some of the potential complications 

include: 

Infection: The surgical site can become infected, especially in cases of open surgery. 

Blood clots: Surgery can increase the risk of blood clots, particularly in the legs. 

Leaks at the surgical site: If the colon is reconnected, there’s a risk that the connection may 

leak, leading to peritonitis (an infection of the abdominal cavity). 

Bowel obstruction: Scar tissue or adhesions may develop, causing a blockage in the intestines. 

Colostomy complications: If a colostomy is necessary, some patients may face challenges in 

adjusting to the colostomy bag and maintaining proper care. 

Patients should discuss these risks with their doctors to understand what to expect and how to 

manage any potential issues. 

The Importance of Follow-up Care 

After surgery, regular follow-up appointments are critical to ensure that cancer has not 

returned. These visits often include imaging tests, blood work, and colonoscopies to monitor for 



signs of recurrence. Depending on the stage and aggressiveness of the cancer, additional 

treatments like chemotherapy or radiation may be recommended. 

Conclusion 

Colon cancer surgery is an essential component of treatment, offering a high chance of 

recovery, especially when the cancer is detected early. Understanding the types of surgeries 

available, preparation, recovery, and potential risks can help patients make informed decisions 

about their care. With proper post-surgery care and follow-up, many individuals go on to lead 

healthy lives after overcoming colon cancer. Always consult with a medical professional to 

understand the best course of action tailored to individual needs. 
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