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Exploring the Rich Past: Hotel Del Coronado’s 
History 

 
Alt: Hotel Del Coronado 
 
Unearth the intriguing chronicle of one of America's most renowned establishments, the 
Hotel Del Coronado. 
 
If you find yourself inquisitive about the Hotel Del Coronado's age, prepare to be astounded. 
 
Within this composition, we shall delve deeper into the annals of the Hotel Del Coronado's 
narrative and contemplate its enduring heritage. 



The Formative Years 
The Hotel Del Coronado, also recognized as "The Del," is a legendary hostelry nestled in 
San Diego, California. Its inception can be traced back to 1888 when two entrepreneurs, 
Elisha Babcock and Hampton Story, envisioned erecting a majestic retreat upon the 
unspoiled shores of Coronado Island. 
 
The hotel's architectural schema represents a fusion of Victorian and Queen Anne Revival 
aesthetics, with its distinct scarlet roof and turrets bestowing it with an unmistakable 
eminence in the San Diego skyline. Swiftly, the hotel's opulence and extravagance beguiled 
illustrious guests, including dignitaries, nobility, and luminaries from Hollywood's 
constellation. 
 
Aside from its status as a favored tourist sanctuary, the Hotel Del Coronado has exerted a 
substantial influence upon the indigenous populace. It has proffered employment 
opportunities and buttressed local enterprises, thereby becoming an indispensable 
constituent of the community's economic and cultural fabric. 

The Gilded Epoch 
In the course of the 1920s and 1930s, the Hotel Del Coronado witnessed its zenith, often 
referred to as the "Gilded Age." It underwent considerable expansions and refurbishments, 
incorporating the erection of north and south towers, thus augmenting the inventory of guest 
chambers significantly. The hostelry beckoned affluential globetrotters from the United States 
and Europe who were ensnared by its opulent conveniences and idyllic setting. 
 
A pantheon of celebrated personages has graced the precincts of the Hotel Del Coronado 
throughout its storied chronicle. Eminent luminaries encompass Marilyn Monroe, who 
immortalized "Some Like It Hot" at this very locale, and Charles Lindbergh, who 
accomplished his momentous solo transatlantic flight a mere stone's throw away. Among the 
illustrious patrons were Babe Ruth, Thomas Edison, and sundry occupants of the Oval 
Office. 
 
The hotel's place in mainstream culture also assumes paramount importance. It has taken 
the silver screen by storm, featuring prominently in a multitude of films and television 
dramas, including "The Stunt Man," "My Blue Heaven," and "Baywatch." Notably, the Hotel 
Del Coronado kindled the muse for the Grand Floridian Resort and Spa at Walt Disney 
World in Florida. 

 Hotel del Coronado Resort Tour & Review

The Contemporary Epoch 
The Hotel Del Coronado boasts a history imbued with opulence and fascination that traces 
its origins to the 19th century. Nonetheless, the establishment has undergone myriad 
transformations and rejuvenations since its inception, metamorphosing into a contemporary 
and opulent haven for globetrotters from across the globe. 

https://youtu.be/wpSB3hOI-1g


In the present age, the Hotel Del Coronado has kept stride with the ever-evolving panorama 
of the hospitality industry. In 2005, the establishment underwent a monumental $50 million 
revamp aimed at modernizing its conveniences and amenities. This overhaul encompassed 
the introduction of a novel spa, a state-of-the-art fitness center, and a cutting-edge 
conference facility. Additionally, the establishment introduced a profusion of novel dining 
establishments and lounges to cater to the evolving discernment of its patrons. 
 
Notwithstanding these contemporary enhancements, the Hotel Del Coronado has artfully 
preserved its historical allure and charisma. The iconic crimson turrets and Victorian 
architectural design of the establishment persist in beckoning sojourners who seek a taste of 
a bygone-era glamour. 
 
In the contemporary era, the Hotel Del Coronado extends an extensive gamut of 
conveniences and attractions to captivate its visitors, including: 
 

●​ Multiple aquatic facilities and thermal springs 
●​ A private coastline replete with cabanas and shoreline recliners 
●​ A comprehensive spa and beauty parlor 
●​ A state-of-the-art health and fitness center 
●​ A plethora of dining establishments and lounges, encompassing the renowned 

Crown Room 
 
In spite of its extensive chronicle and the numerous transformations it has undergone, the 
Hotel Del Coronado remains a preeminent and opulent hostelry on a global scale. Its 
perennial relevance in the 21st century stands as a testament to its timeless allure and 
enduring popularity. 
 

 



Alt: Red car in front of the Hotel Del Coronado 

Can a 16-Year-Old Stay in a Hotel Alone? 
Among the many inquiries that visitors often contemplate is the eligibility of a 16-year-old to 
check into a hotel unaccompanied. It's worth noting that hotel policies regarding age 
restrictions may vary from one establishment to another. While some hotels do permit minors 
as young as 16 to stay alone, others may require guests to be at least 18 or 21 years old. 
 
Therefore, if you are a 16-year-old looking to stay at the Hotel Del Coronado or any other 
hotel, it is advisable to inquire directly with the hotel's reservations department about their 
specific age policies. It's essential to ensure compliance with their regulations to avoid any 
inconvenience during your stay. 

Conclusion 
From its inception in the twilight of the 19th century to its current standing as a universally 
renowned retreat, the Hotel Del Coronado boasts an illustrious and captivating legacy. 
 
Whether you harbor an affinity for historical narratives, possess an admiration for 
architectural marvels, or simply yearn for an opulent sojourn, a visit to the Hotel Del 
Coronado is an imperative undertaking. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_4ceVGhjn1SZoAMq93xJZS3uYDtUAY-gEyxwCOqqWjM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_4ceVGhjn1SZoAMq93xJZS3uYDtUAY-gEyxwCOqqWjM/edit

	Exploring the Rich Past: Hotel Del Coronado’s History 
	The Formative Years 
	The Gilded Epoch 
	The Contemporary Epoch 
	Can a 16-Year-Old Stay in a Hotel Alone? 
	Conclusion 


