
What is Turnitin? 

Turnitin does not check for plagiarism in a piece of work. Instead, they will check a 
student's work against their database, and if there are instances where a student's 
writing is similar to, or matches against, one of their sources, they will flag this for 
you to review. Their database includes billions of web pages: both current and 
archived content from the internet, a repository of works students have submitted 
to Turnitin in the past, and a collection of documents, which comprises thousands 
of periodicals, journals, and publications. 

How to view Turnitin Similarity Results in Brightspace: 
In your Brightspace course, click on the course activities tab in the navigation 
bar.  

 

A drop-down menu will appear and you can scroll down to assignments. 

 
On the next screen, you will see a list of the assignments in the course and 
the assignment that you submitted to. Click on the Submission in the 



“Completion Status” column. Please note that in most cases, the similarity 
report will be available shortly after submission and does not require 
instructor evaluation. 

 

On the next screen, you will see the similarity score and a link to the report. 
Click on the similarity score bar to access the detailed report. 

 

Click on the box with the percentage under Turnitin Similarity Report.  

  



Next, you will be taken to the Turnitin Feedback Studio where you can view 
the Similarity Report.  

 

On the right-hand side of the screen, you will see a column with icons and 
numbers. The 68 refers to the amount of text for which Turnitin found 
matching/similar text in other sources. 

                 



The next icon down shows the websites or sources where similarities were 
found. 

                         

The downward arrow allows you to download and save the report, obtain a 
digital receipt, and download the originally submitted file to your computer. 

                                                      

Note: the funnel shaped icon is only available to faculty, and is grayed out for 
other users. 

 



The i icon gives the Submission details:  

                                                   

Clicking on the “Text-Only” link on the bottom right-hand side of the page 
gives you the option to view the whole report in the quickview (classic) report 
mode. 

 

 

 

For more information, please check out Navigating the Similarity Report page. 

https://guides.turnitin.com/hc/en-us/articles/23754108334221-Navigating-the-student-Similarity-Report
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