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Open Letter to: An Gr®

Michelle Mcllveen
Minister of Education
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings
Ballymiscaw

Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3XX

7th October 2021

A Aire a chara,

Arising from concerns raised by 57 teachers who attended a recent meeting (29th September
2021 via Zoom) to address the critical decline in the uptake of the Irish language and other
languages in English medium post-primary schools we feel compelled to seek urgent and
decisive action. We call upon the legislative bodies of the Northern Ireland Assembly, the
Department of Education and their arm’s length bodies, such as CCEA, as well as the
Education Authority, to intercede as matter of urgency to reverse the worrying trends in the
study of the Irish language and other languages in English medium post-primary schools.

Irish is a valuable area of study for many pupils and the demand for competence in the Irish
language in the workplace is expanding rapidly — to the extent where the demand is currently
outstripping the supply. Pupils and schools in the English medium sector, however, are being
diverted from the study of Irish and other languages unfairly by the education system as it
currently exists. From 2007, the impact of the disapplication of a requirement for all pupils to
take an additional language at GCSE began to manifest here in the North. That decision was
taken at Westminster in 2004 and had detrimental consequences for the study of languages
and Irish in particular.

There has been a 43% reduction in the number of students studying Irish

at GCSE from 2665 students in 2007 to 1519 students in 2021, a reduction of 1146 pupils.
Over 42% of the pupils taking GCSE Irish come from Irish Medium Schools and, welcome
though this is, it conceals a stark reality. The study of the Irish language in English Medium
Schools is quickly approaching 50% of the uptake it once achieved.

The picture is even more worrying at ‘A-Level’. At first glance the numbers choosing Irish at
A’Level would appear to have improved somewhat; 2007 saw 279 choose Irish while in 2021



325 sat A’Level Irish. These figures disguise the reality that almost 50% of the pupils taking
Irish at A’Level come from the English Medium Sector.

Here are the most pressing reasons militating against the study of Irish and other languages at
GCSE and A’Level in the English Medium Sector in particular and proposed solutions;

Problem - Disapplication of requirement to take a language imposed by Westminster in 2004
Solution - Department of Education recommends that all pupils take an additional language
of their choice (French, German, Irish, Spanish) at GCSE in all post primary schools

Problem - Currently there is no strategy for languages in Education with a draft strategy on
the shelf for almost a decade

Solution - A new fit for purpose languages strategy to be developed and implemented for all
sectors.

Problem - Outmoded opinions and advice relating to careers in Irish and other languages
being presented to pupils and parents.

Solution - Awareness raising campaign about the many benefits associated with Irish and
multilingualism

Problem - Termination of Primary Modern Languages Programme in 2015
Solution - A new Primary Modern Languages Programme which is effective and based on
best practice.

Problem — Concerns regarding the awarding of top grades at both GCSE/GCE, and the
perception of severe marking and the content being too difficult for many students.

Solution - Genuine and concerted action to resolve this long-identified issue and the correct
adjustment of marking bands to accurately and realistically represent the Irish language
cohort at GCSE and A’Level.

Problem - Lack of support for pupils to attend Gaeltacht Courses and enjoy extra-curricular
Irish language learning opportunities.

Solution - Greater and more realistic support from central Government for Gaeltacht summer
courses and for learning Irish and other languages beyond the school gates through
established organisations.

Problem - Continual failure to address the decline in uptake of Irish and other languages and
issues as they relate to the study and teaching of Irish in particular.

Solution - Appointment of Irish language Commissioner with staffing provision to assist with
Irish language education across all sectors.

Teachers and advocates of Irish have long-recognised these problems and others but have
also presented solutions. We now require the will and resources to improve these issues
which have been reducing the uptake of Irish and other languages for too long now.

Yours sincerely

Signed/Sinithe;
(Sa tabla faoin leagan Gaeilge thios/In table Below Irish Version)



n

Litir Oscailte chuig:
Michelle Mcllveen

Aire an Oideachais

Tiondl Thuaisceart Eireann
Foirgnimh na Parlaiminte
Baile Lios na Scath
Stormont

Béal Feirste BT4 3XX

7 Deireadh Fomhair 2021
A Aire a chara

Ag éiri as buarthai a léirigh 57 muinteoir iarbhunscoile Gaeilge ag cruinnit ar na mallaibh (294 Mean
Fémhair ar Zoom) le plé a dhéanamh ar an titim chriticiuil ar lion na ndaltai ata ag roghnu na
Gaeilge agus teangacha eile sna hiarbhunscoileanna in earnail an Bhéarla, mothaionn muid gur ga
duinn gniomh prainneach agus diongbhailte a iarraidh. larrann muid ar na hddarais reachtaiochta ag
Tiondl Thuaisceart Eireann, ar Roinn an Oideachais agus ar a ranna tanaisteacha, CCEA cur i gcés,
chomh maith leis an Udaras Oideachais, idirghabhail a dhéanamh leis na treochtai maidir le roghnu
na Gaeilge agus teangacha eile sna hiarbhunscoileanna in earnail an Bhéarla a chasadh ar mhalairt
treo.

Is abhar luachmhar staidéir do chuid mhér daltai i an Ghaeilge agus ta an t-éileamh ar innitlacht sa
teanga sa lathair oibre ag fas an oiread sin go bhfuil sé ag breith bairr ar an tsolathar. Ina ainneoin
seo ta daltai agus scoileanna a gcur ar atreo go héagothrom 6 fhoghlaim na Gaeilge agus teangacha
eile ag an chéras oideachais mar a sheasann cursai i Iathair na huaire. O 2007 d’imir cur as feidhm
an gd a bhi ar dhaltai teanga eile a roghnu a fhad le TGMO tionchar mér ar roghnu na Gaeilge agus
teangacha eile sa dlinse seo. Glacadh an cinneadh seo ag Westminster sa bhliain 2004 agus ta
teagasc agus foghlaim teangacha agus an Ghaeilge go hairithe imithe i léig.

Bhi titim 43% i lion na ndaltai ag roghnd TGMO ‘Irish’ ¢ 2,665 sa bhliain 2007 go 1,519 dalta sa
bhliain 2021 - titim de 1,146 dalta. Tagann breis agus 42% de na daltai a roghnaionn TGMO ‘Irish’ 6
earnail na Gaelscolaiochta agus dd fheabhas atd é seo, folaionn sé lom-chlar na firinne. Ta staidéar
ar ‘Irish’ beag nach ag 50% den leibhéal ag a mbiodh sé trath.

Is measa an cas ag A’Leibhéal. Ar an chéad spléachadh afach bheadh an chuma ar an scéal go bhfuil
feabhas beag tagtha ar na huimhreacha don Ghaeilge; in 2007 roghnaigh 279 an t-dbhar ach in 2021
roghnaigh 325. Aris folaionn na figiudiri seo nach bhfuil ach tarraingt ar 50% de na daltai seo ag
teacht ¢ earnail an Bhéarla.



Seo thios na cuiseanna is mé ata taobh thiar den titim seo i bhfoghlaim na Gaeilge agus teangacha
eile agus réiteach na faidhbe molta i ngach cas;

Fadhb - Cur as feidhm an ga ag gach dalta teanga eile a roghnu a fhad le TGMO, cinneadh a glacadh i
Westminster in 2004.

Réiteach - Déanann Roinn an Oideachais moladh go nglacann gach dalta a rogha teanga (Fraincis,
Spainnis, Gearmainis, Gaeilge) a fhad le TGMO.

Fadhb - Nil aon straitéis do theangacha sa chéras oideachais cé go bhfuil dréacht-straitéis ar an tseilf
6 2012.

Réiteach - Cuirfear straitéis nua ata sain-oiriunaithe don dlinse le chéile trasna na n-earnalacha ar
fad.

Fadhb - Comhairle as data a fail maidir leis an Ghaeilge agus teangacha eile.
Réiteach - Feachtas ardaithe feasachta ar bhuntaisti na Gaeilge agus an ilteangachais.

Fadhb - Deireadh leis an chlar do nua-theangacha sna bunscoileanna in 2015.
Réiteach - Clar ur tacaiochta d’fhoghlaim agus do theagasc teangacha sna bunscoileanna atd
bunaithe ar dhea-chleachtas.

Fadhb — Buarthai go mbionn sé ré-dheacair na gradanna is airde a fhail ag TGMO & A’Leibhéal agus
bhfuil cuid den tsonraiocht ré6-dheacair ag go leor daltai.

Réiteach - Gniomh diongbhailte agus dairire le teacht ar réiteach na faidhbe fad-aitheanta seo agus
leasuithe curtha i bhfeidhm a ghlacann déantus chohdirt na Gaeilge ag TGMO agus A’Leibhéal san
aireamh mar is cair.

Fadhb - Easpa tacaiochta do dhaltai le freastal ar chdrsai Gaeltachta agus le sult a bhaint as
deiseanna seach-churaclaim foghlama don Ghaeilge agus teangacha eile.

Réiteach - Tacaiocht nios fearr agus nios réalaithe le cuidiu le daltai freastal ar chursai Gaeltachta
agus d’fhoghlaim na Gaeilge agus teangacha eile taobh amuigh de gheatai na scoile tri eagraiochtai
aitheanta.

Fadhb - Teip leanunach dul i ngleic leis an titim i lion na ndaltai ag roghnu na Gaeilge (agus
teangacha eile fosta) agus na cuiseanna de réir mar a bhaineann siad leis an Ghaeilge go hairithe.
Réiteach - Ceapadh Coimisnéir Teanga agus solathar foirne le tacu le cur chun cinn na Gaeilge sa
choras oideachais trasna na n-earnalacha ar fad.

Ta na fadhbanna thuas aitheanta le fada ag muinteoiri agus ag eagraiochtai Gaeilge san earnail
dheonach agus ta réiteach na bhfadhbanna molta acu fosta. Ta an toil agus na hacmhainni de dhith
le dul i ngleic leis na cuiseanna taobh thiar den titim i lion na ndaltai a roghnaionn an Ghaeilge agus
teangacha eile mar abhar scrudaithe sna hiarbhunscoileanna in earnail an Bhéarla ata ag dul ar
aghaidh le ro-fhada anois.

Sinne le meas
Sinigh thios/Pease sign below under/faoi — Muinteoir Gaeilge or Other Supporter



Signed — Name/Ainm

| Title/Teideal

| County/Contae

Speakers at Meeting/Cainteoiri on Thursday 29th September 2021

Réamonn O Ciarain Stiurthoir Oideachais, Gael | Armagh/Ard Mhacha
(Cathaoirleach an Linn/ Coiste Naisiunta 4n
chruinnithe/Chair of Gréasan
Meeting)
Dessie Tennyson Muinteoir Gaeilge/ Coiste Tyrone/Tir Eoghain
Naisiunta An Gréasdan
Dr. Niall Comer lar-mhuinteoir/Léachtoir in | Derry/Doire
Ollscoil Uladh
Maire Mhic Giolla Muinteoir Gaeilge Tyrone/Tir Eoghain
Chomhaill
Fearghal Mac Uiginn Muinteoir Gaeilge Derry/Doire
Muinteoiri Gaeilge/Irish Language Teachers
Signed/Sinithe — Title/Teideal County/Contae
Name/Ainm
Wayne Mac Feilimi Ceannaire Roinne Doire
Emma Mhic Phiarais Ceannaire na Gaeilge, Tir Eoghain
Scoil na mBraithre
Criostai, An Omaigh
Peadar O hEidhin Muinteoir Gaeilge An Dun

Ciara Ui Mhaolain

Muinteoir Gaeilge
Colaiste Loreto

Contae Dhoire

Ainemhaire Ni
Raifeartaigh

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Tyrone/Tir Eoghain

Eimear Douglas

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Antrim / Aontroim

Patrice McConnell Muinteoir Gaeilge Tir Eoghain
Daithi O Muiri Muinteoir Gaeilge agus Ard Mhacha.
leasphriomhoide, Ardscoil
Naomh P61, An Sruthan,
Contae
Anne Tennyson Muinteoir Gaeilge Ard Mhacha
Colaiste Ronain
An Lorgain
Aisling Nic fomhair Muinteoir Gaeilge Antroim
Siobhan Ui Choinn Muinteoir Gaeilge Tyrone/Tir Eoghain
Déirdragh Harvey Muinteoir Gaeilge Aontroim




Catherine Calumarte

Retired teacher, Mercy
College, Belfast

Antrim

Donna Ui Dhoinn -

Muinteoir Gaeilge - Colaiste
Loreto

Contae Dhoire.

Robbie 6 Cianain Ceannaire na Roinne An Dun
Gaeilge -
Colaiste lomlaniaithe
Shimne. Caislean Nua

Clar Bean Ui Dhonnaile Muinteoir Gaeilge Co. Dhoire

Eimear Lavery

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Doire/Derry

Sean Gallagher

Muinteoir Gaeilge
Scoil na Mainistreach

Co an Dtin

Emma Higgins

Ceann Roinne na Gaeilge
Colaiste Naomh Cillian,
Carnlocha.

Co. Antroma

M¢éabh McGleenan Muinteoir Gaeilge Co Thir Eoghain
Scoil Ghramadai Naomh
losaef
Cillian Breatnach Ia-mhuinteoir
Gaeilge/Bainisteoir Staisitin
Raidio
Barra O Muiri Muinteoir Gaelscoil Ard Mhacha
Phéadraig Naofa, Crois Mhic
Lionnain
Ciara Nic Lochlainn Muinteoir Gaeilge Doire
Eunan McGee Muinteoir (Gaeilge) Ard Mhacha
Liam O Muineachain Muinteoir (Gaeilge) Ard Mhacha
Caoimhin O Peatain Iarmhuinteoir Gaeilge Doire
Amy Ni Dhochartaigh Muinteoir Gaeilge Co Thir Eoghain
Scoil Ghramadai Naomh
losaef
Ciara Pickering Combhordaitheoir IME agus | Co an Dtin
Ceann Roinne na
Nuatheangacha
Colaiste Naomh
Maolmhaodhog
Sean Mac Labhrai Iarmhuinteoir/Iarléachtoir Ard Mhacha
Gaeilge
Roénan O Donaill Muinteoir Ranga Doire




Muiris Mac Caibhéid

larmhuiinteoir Gaeilge

An Dun

Gearoid Mac Aodha

Munteoir Gaeilge

An Dtn

Ciara Nic Aodha

Ceann Roinne na Gaeilge

Ardscoil Naomh Pol
An Sruthan

Rdisin Ni Dhubhruis

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Antrim / Aontroim

Réisin Ui Mhuireagain

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Contae an Duin

Séamas de Faoite

Muinteoir Gaeilge
Scoil An Chroi R6 Naofa

An Duln

P4l O Donnaile

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Contae: Tir Eoghain

Aodan Mac Ruairi

Ceannaire Roinne (Gaeilge)

An DuUn

Gemma Ui Bhrollaigh

Mhuinteoir bunscoile,
tuismitheoir agus ionadai
Aontu Oirthear Dhoire
agus Urlabhrai
Oideachais Aontu

Doire

Mairtin O Gormlaithe

Ceannaire Roinne na
dTeangacha
Colaiste Naomh
Caoimhin

Fear Manach

Claire Keany Muinteoir Gaeilge, Doire
Colaiste Cholmcille,
Pauline McClean Head of Irish department Co Down
Abbey Christian brothers
Grammar School Newry
Shane O Coinn Muinteoir Gaeilge Ard Mhacha

Maire Ui Chonboirne

larmhuinteoir, Aistritheoir,
Scribhneoir

Condae: An DuUn

Ciaran Mac Murchaidh

Muinteoir Gaeilge

An Dun

Lorréin Ui Dhonnaile

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Fear Manach

Megan Ni Mhochain

Muinteoir Bunscoile

Ard Mhacha




Aisling Ni Bhriain

Muinteoir Gaeilge

Scoil - Co. Aontroma
(Is as Co.Dhoire mé)

Peadar O Cathain Muinteoir Contae Aontroma
Sean O Muinteoir Contae an Duin
Ruanaidh Gaeilge
Sean Céitinn Muinteoir Co Aontroma
Claire Collins Muinteoir Co Aontroma
Gaeilge
Una Ni Muinteoir Co. Thir Eoghin
Cheallaigh Gaelscoile
Aisling Mhic Muinteoir Doire
Fhirléinn Gaeilge
Ciaran Mac Muinteoir Tir Chonaill
Phaidin Gaeilge
Joanne Ni Muinteoir Atha Cliath
Choileain Gaeilge
Sharon Ni Muinteoir Atha Cliath
Fhloinn Gaeilge
Claire Woods Muinteoir Atha Cliath
Gaeilge
Claire Markey Muinteoir Atha Cliath
Gaeilge
Eugene O Néill Muinteoir Co Aontroma
Gaeilge
Aodh O Broinn Ceannaire Tir Eoghain
Spainnise agus
Muinteoir
Gaeilge
Other Supporters/Lucht tacaiochta eile
Signed/Sinithe — Title/Teideal County/Contae

Name/Ainm




Meghan Mhic Thiarndin Bainisteoir Forbartha Ard Mhacha

Ms, Patricia Lee, Author Armagh

Mr, Allan Lee Software Developer Armagh

Janice Carruthers Professor French Linguistics, Co Antrim
Qus

Ms Janet Muller Irish Language Aontroim

researcher and advocate

Dr. Thomas H. Bak

University of Edinburgh
Human Cognitive
Neuroscience (HCN)
School of Philosophy,
Psychology and Language
Sciences (PPLS)

Edinburgh EH8 9JZ

Gear6id O Machail Irish language and Tir Eoghain
community activist
Conall Mac Giolla Bhride Barrister at Law Armagh
Poilin Ui Cheanntibhain Bainisteoir Oideachais An Dtn
Dr. Ian Collen Senior Lecturer (Education) | Antrim
in Modern Languages, QUB
Dolores Vallely Examinations Officer Armagh
Alana Ni Chiarain Macléinn Ollscoile Ard Mhacha
Stiurthoir Forbairt Feirste Antroim
Jake Mac Siacais
Megan Ni Dhornain Macléinn ollscoile Tir Eoghain

Grainne Ni Ghilin Stiarthoéir Feidhmeannach, Co. Aontroma
Cultarlann McAdam O
Fiaich
Dr Padraig O Tiarnaigh Conradh na Gaeilge An Mullach Ban
Mairtin O Muilleoir Foilsitheoir Belfastmedia.com
Dr Gearéid O Domagain Lecturer in Irish Ard Mhacha
Ulster University
Belfast Campus
Eoin O Ceallaigh Muinteoir Ceoil Ard Mhacha
Dr Eugene McKendry Former Director NICILT, QUB | Antrim

(ret)




Shane Comer Education Officer Co. Down
Alison Phipps, Professor Glasgow, Scotland
Marcas O Murcht, Ollamh Taistil le Teanga, Buenos Aires, an Airgintin

Ceol agus Cultar na
hEireann,

Visiting Professor of Irish
Language, Music and

Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Culture

Séamus Mac Mathuna Ollamh/Professor Antroim

Conchur O Muadaigh Bainisteoir Contae Aontroma
Abhcdideachta

Conor Torbdid,

Cuntoir Ranga/Teagascoir
Gaeilge,

Contae Aontroma

Dr. Sean Mc Cann. (Retired teacher and Contae Ard Mhacha
An Dochttir Sean Mac Lecturer/Iarmhuinteoir is
Anna/Mac Cana. Léachtoir
Cormac Savage Honorary President & Founder Downpatrick/
Dr. Tricia Carr Oifigeach Gaeilge CLG An Dun
Uladh / Léachtoir
pairtaimseartha in Ollscoil
Uladh
Sean Haldane Scribhneoir/Foilsitheoir, London
Rune Press
Paul Stewart Senior Professor Sociology | Grenoble Ecole de

of Work and Employment Management, Grenoble,
France
Gregory Knipe Professor Armagh
Julian de Spainn Ard-riinai Chonradh na Baile Atha Cliath
Gaeilge
Bronagh Ni Fhlannagain Irish language Tyrone
learner/activist
Shauna Ni Fhlannagain Irish language Tyrone
learner/activist
Dr. Patrick O’Donnell Professor St. Paul, Minnesota

at Normandale Community
College; Director Saint Paul
Irish Arts Week; Director of
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Education Celtic Junction
Arts Centre,

Stiofan O Maolmhachaire

Bainisteoir Clar Pobail Ard
Mhacha

Ard Mhacha

Cuisle Nic Liam

Combhordaitheoir Chearta
Teanga 6 thuaidh

Béal Feirste

Orla Nig Fhearraigh Oifigeach Comhairleach Aontroim
Maria Thomasson, Oifigeach Sinsearach Tir Eoghain
Oideachais,

Cénall O Corra Oifigeach Naisilnta Gaeilge | Antroim

Aingeal Nic an tSabhaisigh

Priomhoide, Bunscoil
Bheanna Boirche

Caislean Uidhilin - Co. an
Duin

Micheal O Mainnin Professor of Irish & celtic Aontroim/Antrim
Studies, QUB
Micheal O Bradaigh Priomhoide Bunscoile An Dun

Emer Ni Aodhagain

Oifigeach Forbartha
Gaeilge, Glor Uachtar Tire

Contae: An Dun

Michelle O’Neill MLA Mid Ulster
Deidre Hargey MLA MLA South Belfast
Pat Sheehan MLA MLA West Belfast
Caral Ni Chuilin MLA MLA North Belfast
Emma Sheerin MLA MLA Mid Ulster
Maoliosa McHugh MLA MLA West Tyrone
Jemma Dolan MLA MLA Fermanagh South Tyrone
Padraig Delargy MLA MLA Foyle
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Declan Kearney MLA MLA South Antrim
John O’'Dowd MLA MLA Upper Bann
Fra McCann MLA MLA West Belfast
Caoimhe Archibald MLA MLA East Derry
Cathal Boylan MLA MLA Newry Armagh
Nicola Brogan MLA MLA West Tyrone
Conor Murphy MLA MLA Newry Armagh
Sinead Ennis MLA MLA South Down
Orlaithi Flynn MLA MLA West Belfast
Linda Dillon MLA MLA Mid Ulster
Colm Gildernew MLA MLA Fermanagh South Tyrone
Philip McGuigan MLA MLA North Antrim
Declan McAleer MLA MLA West Tyrone
Aine Murphy MLA MLA Fermanagh South Tyrone
Ciara Ferguson MLA MLA Foyle
Gerry Kelly MLA MLA North Belfast
Liz Kimmins MLA MLA Newry Armagh
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Emma Rogan MLA

MLA

South Down

Rory McTurk, Professor

Emeritus of Icelandic
Studies, University of

Leeds

Fergal O'Brien

Muinteoir bodhran leis
an gComhphairtiocht
Ealaion Traidisiunta,

Ard Mhacha Theas

Ard Mhacha

Séamas Mac Annaidh

Udar

Fear Manach

Réaltan Ni Leannain,

Combhordaitheoir, An
Scéim Meantoireachta /
Co-ordinator, National
Irish Language Writing

Mentorship Scheme
formerly Teaching
Fellow, Teacher
Education (Languages),
QUB

Co. Atha Cliath/Co.
Dublin

Luiseach Ni
Thréinfhir

Failteoir

Ard Mhacha

Patricia Vallely

Music tutor

Armagh

Padai de Bléine

larmhuinteoir
meanscoile /
Léachtoir
Sinsearach
Colaiste
Ollscoile
Naomh Muire

Ard Mhacha

Dr Orla
McGrory

Aistritheoir leis
an Choimisiun
Eorpach

Ard Mhacha |
An Bhruiséil

An tOllamh
Malachy O Néill

Ollamh le
Gaeilge
Director of
Regional
Engagement

Tir Eoghain
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Professor Stiarthoir um
Malachy O Néill Chomphairteachas
Réigiunach,
Ollscoil Uladh
Justin McNulty MLA Newry & Armagh
Nichola Mallon Minister for North Belfast
Infrastructure
and MLA
Cara Hunter MLA East Derry
Colin McGrath MLA South Down
Matthew MLA South Belfast
O'Toole
Sinéad MLA Foyle
McLaughlin constituency,
covering Derry
City
Daniel MLA West Tyrone
McCrossan
Sinéad MLA South Down
Bradley
Mark H MLA Foyle, Derry
Durkan City
Dolores Kelly MLA Upper Bann
Pat Catney MLA Lagan Valley
Patsy MLA Mid Ulster
McGlone
Colum MP Derry City
Eastwood
Claire Hanna MP South Belfast
Dara Vallely Artist/ Armagh
Performer
Ann Harte Teacher/ Armagh
Performer
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Clare Arts Manager Armagh
Jennings
Dr Siobhra Léachtdir in Co. Aontroma
Aiken Ollscoil na
Banriona,

Dr Michael Pierse

Senior Lecturer in
Irish Literature,
Queen’s
University Belfast

Co. Aontroma

Dr Véronique Altglas

Lecturer in Sociology
School of Social Sciences,
Education and Social Work

Queen's
University Belfast

Belfast

Alan Brecknell

Advocacy Support Worker

Armagh

Paul Muldoon

Poet

Armagh/Princeton
University, New Jersey, USA

Greg Toner Ollamh le Gaeilge/Professor of Aontroim
Irish
Padhraic O Ciardha Cathaoirleach, Gael Linn Ath Cliath
Dr Aidan McQuade Writer London/South Armagh
Padraig O Ollamh le Baile Atha Cliath
Duibhir hOideachas in
Institiuid
Oideachais
Oliscoil Chathair
Bhaile Atha
Cliath
Marcas Mac Léachtoir Tir Eoghain
Coinnigh Sinsearach le

Gaeilge, Ollscoil
na Banriona
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Dénal Starai Tir Eoghain
McAnallen
Lillis O Laoire Professor of Irish Galway
Dr Eamonn O Ciardha, Léachtoir Sinsearach le Stair Muineachan/ Doire
Dr Peadar Mac Gabhann Léitheoir le Gaeilge Tir Eoghain
Dr Nioclas Mac Cathmhaoil Léachtoir le Gaeilge An Dun

Antoin Delap Dliodéir Baile Atha Cliath/ Gaoth
Dobhair
Niall Murphy Dlioddir & Trustee Gaelscoil Gleann Gorm Liath

Eanna

Niamh Nuinseann

Macléinn Ollscoile,

Ard Mhacha

Caoimhe McShane

Mac léinn

Contae Ard Mhacha

Grainne Nic Cana

Mac léinn Ollscoile

Fear Manach

Aideen Nic Gabhann

Mac léinn

Co. Muineachain

Darragh Mac Dénaill

Cuntdir Ranga

An DuUn

Eimear Tallon

Mac léinn ollscoile

Ard Mhacha

Triobhaine de Faoite

Cuntdir seomra ranga

Contae - Ard Mhacha

Liam Mac Amhlaigh

Léachtair

Ollscoil Mha Nuad - Co. Atha
Cliath

Colin Harvey

Professor, Queen’s University

Belfast

Conor O'Reilly

Professor (University of
Leeds)

Leeds, West Yorkshire
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An Dr Ni Chathain

Taighdeoir (Roinn na Gaeilge,
Ollscoil na Banriona)

Co. Aontroma

Joe Mac an Fhaili

Mac léinn ollscoile, Olscoil
Uladh, Baile Jordan

Co. Aontroma

Heather Ni Again

Mac léinn ollscoile

Doire

Darragh O’Cléirigh

Mac léinn ollscoile

Dun na nGall

Seosamh Mac Aindriu

Mac léinn ollscoile

Baile Atha Cliath

Julia Maslach Mac léinn ollscoile Corcaigh
Hugh O Bhudaigh Mac léinn ollscoile Liatroim
Eidhne O Cinnéide Mac léinn ollscoile Gaillimh
Eabha Melvin Mac léinn ollscoile Gaillimh
Evan O Murchu Mac léinn ollscoile An larmhi
Cliodhna de Brun Mac léinn ollscoile Doire
Leah Ni Ghairbhigh Mac léinn ollscoile Ddn na nGall
Theresa Benny Mac léinn ollscoile Corcaigh
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Helen McCrystal

Mac léinn ollscoile

Muineachan

Raéisin Ni Dhuchair

Cuntasoir/Cisteoir le Club
Thir Eoghain

Tir Eoghain

Fionnuala Nic Thom —

Oifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge ag
An Droichead/ ag cur chun
cinn na Gaeilge tri oideachas
agus imeachtai

Co.Aontroma

Ména Ui Dhochartaigh

Priomhoide
Gaelscoil Aodha Rua,
Dun Geanainn

Co. Thir Eoghain

Gabhan O Dochartaigh

Eagarthéir / Aistritheoir
Co. Thir Eoghain

Co. Thir Eoghain

Deirdre McAliskey Combhairleoir Neamhspleach | Tir Eoghain

Denise Mullen Mid Ulster District Council County Tyrone

Dean O Gruagain Fear Poist Baile na Scrine i nDoire
Theas

Maria Hatchell Head of English Co. Armagh

Sorcha Nic Giolla Mhuire

Eagarthoir

Machaire Fiolta,
Co. Dhoire.

Aislene McEldowney

Learning Support Assistant

Baile na Scrine

John O’ Dwyer

Technician

Foreglen, DERRY

Conchur O Muiri Oifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge | Co. Dhoire
Glor na Speirini & Glor
Mhachaire Fiolta

James Murray Student Derry.
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Valerie-Lynne Lees Marketing Manager Derry
Dénall Mac Murchaidh Oifigeach Traenala agus Co. an Duin
Léiridchan
Raidio Failte
Oifigeach Traenala agus Léiriuchan Raidio Failte
Eoin O'Hare Oifigeach Tacaiochta le Aontroim

Gaelbhratach, Gael Linn

Michael BOYLE

TOUR GUIDE

Newfoundland and
LABRADOR

Peadar Mac Fhlannchadha,

Cathaoirleach, Gaeilge
Mhaigh Cuilinn,

Co. na Gaillimhe

Ailéana Nic Siacais

Glor Mhachaire Fiolta
Combhlach Lia

Co. Dhoire

maura mc ferran

Housewife and mother

Maria Bateson

Mac Léinn iar-chéime /
Muinteoir

Contae Dhoire / Lar-Uladh

Sean Mac Cearain
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