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​ Las April 10, Monday, Karen Davila had an interview in ANC’s Headstart with former 
Department of Agriculture Under Secretary, Maia Halmen Valdez as she tries to clear her name 
from all the allegations of corruption involved in her firing as DA USEC. In this interview, 
Valdez said that it was because of the allegations of National Food Authority Administrator, 
Jason Aquino that these allegations started. Aquino was said to malign her credibility and her 
personal aspects of her life. She (Valdez) showed a letter to Davila and her viewers where 
Aquino accuses her of working with Jomerito “Jojo” Soliman, a notorious rice trader in creating 
a rice cartel in the country. Aquino was also said to have maligned her (Valdez’) family by 
saying that Valdez’ mother is sleeping with another man outside of her marriage.  
​ As these allegations made by former USEC Maial Halmen Valdez against NFA 
Administrator Jason Aquino are undeniably heavy and confidential, Headstart constantly tried to 
contact Aquino for a statement and a chance to reason out and/or clear his name. Although, 
Aquino was not available for an immediate phone interview, it is evident that Headstart practiced 
this specific provision of the Philippine Press Institute Journalists’ Code of Ethics:  

 
Air all sides to a conflict.  


