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EL Education Curriculum: Grade 8, Module 3 Overview 
Guide 

Purpose:  

This guide is designed to support you with organized and synthesized key ideas and information 
about each EL Education module. We hope this will help you get a big picture idea of what will 
happen in the module and what is needed to plan for the module.  
 
What is the topic? 

In this module, students explore central questions. What was the Holocaust and why did it 
occur? Why do we remember it? How did the victims and survivors respond and how can we 
honor their voices?  Students read Maus I and analyze dialogue, tone, characterization, and 
theme. They write literary analysis essays to compare the structure and meaning of texts. 
Students read accounts of victims and survivors of the Holocaust, analyze language, and write 
summaries. Students read accounts of upstanders during the Holocaust and write reflections 
on what qualities and actions made them upstanders. Students write a narrative interview about 
a fictional upstander, during the Holocaust and write reflections on what qualities and actions 
made them upstanders. Students write a narrative interview about a fictional upstander, create a 
graphic panel based on this narrative, and present it to an audience. 
 

          Coach Tip:  

It is important to note that Maus I contains references to sensitive topics in the context of the atrocities 
of the Holocaust including anti-Semitism, prisoners of war, and prisoner of war camps. The events must 
be carefully and sensitively discussed to give students context as they read these stories. Teaching notes 
throughout the lessons provide recommendations for difficult topics with suggestions of how to support 
students who may be sensitive to the events described.   
 
Crystal Wash, BetterLesson Instructional Coach 

 
Where are we headed? 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
How do I break it down? 

Unit 1 EL Module 3, Grade 8, Unit 3 Overview 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/8e15aa682cbe4fd3821259ba82ff8e74


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Unit 2 EL Module 3, Grade 8, Unit 2 Overview 

 
  

 
 

 
 

Unit 3 EL Module 3, Grade 8, Unit 3 Overview 

 
 
  

https://www.loom.com/share/3dfe5501a26d4a48af54548d9fa1e7e0
https://www.loom.com/share/5144d63925e14bb58ddc88a2574346e7


 
 

 
 

 
 

Getting Started Steps 

●​ When you first review this Module, we suggest looking at the assessments. Download the 
assessments here.  If you can, take the assessments yourself. This will help you better 
understand why the lessons are building the skills that they are.  

●​ After that, it can help to see the ‘flow’ of lessons. We love the ‘Module at a Glance’ and 
‘‘Unit-at-a-Glance’ as a way to chart the way that lessons build over time. This can help you feel 
confident that even when kids aren’t all ‘there’ yet, it is ok! They have more opportunities to 
build understanding and independence. 

●​ At the lesson level, remember that it is just a part of the whole. If students are stuck 
somewhere in a lesson, that can give you data to inform scaffolding for the next lesson. Check 
out the ‘Meeting Student Needs’ section in the lessons for more.​  

https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/2019/grade-8/module-3#assessment
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/2019/grade-8/module-3#assessment
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/2012/grade-6/module-1/unit-3/lesson-1#worktime


 
 

●​ If you have students who are attending school remotely, the EL Flex curriculum provides 
resources to support student learning.  EL Flex 

Planning Resources 

The links listed below may take you to additional resources to support EL Education curriculum 
implementation outside of BetterLesson.  Please check with your district to ensure alignment.​  
​ ​ ​  
❖​ Internalizing Module Assessments strategy  
❖​ Strategic Lesson Planning in the EL Education Curriculum 
❖​ Detroit’s ModEL Resources 
❖​ Protocols List 
❖​ Lesson Internalization Guide 

 
  
 
 

https://curriculum.eleducation.org/content/flex-curriculum-2020-21
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/571/internalizing-module-assessments-in-the-el-education-curriculum?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/552/strategic-lesson-planning-in-the-el-education-curriculum?from=search
https://www.detroitk12.org/modeldetroit?fbclid=IwAR1ltvshYXnbNGFTFWZ6OBjJ_O9Tqzjgsy1xthoK8vuTC6F-fScgtQ6T2p8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rz37-LRdRs8ruOg-J_HM0mbSJGtQ2dGz/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15TC2Pt9RKIFIH6jVQsTJmGmlwP_BexllT4COcfakSyk/view
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