
 Small Group Guide: "You're Gonna Need a Bigger Boat" 
Daniel 9:20-27 
Opening Prayer & Icebreaker 
Icebreaker Question: When have you faced a problem that turned out to be much bigger than 
you initially thought? How did you respond? 
 
Sermon Summary 
This week's message explored Daniel 9:20-27, where Daniel prays for Israel's restoration but 
receives a prophecy about something far greater—God's universal plan of salvation through the 
Messiah. Like the famous line from Jaws, "You're gonna need a bigger boat," God revealed that 
the problem (and solution) was much bigger than Daniel imagined. The message also examined 
two interpretations of the "70 weeks" prophecy and encouraged humility in secondary doctrinal 
matters. 
 
Key Takeaways 
1. God's plan is bigger than our requests - Daniel prayed for Israel's restoration; God revealed 
His plan for all humanity's salvation 
2. The Messiah would be "cut off" - Jesus died on the cross to deal with sin universally, not just 
for Israel 
3. Doctrinal humility matters - We can hold convictions while remaining humble about 
interpretations where godly people disagree 
4. Kingdom living in beastly times - Like Daniel, we live faithfully through prayer, service, and 
trust in God's kingdom 
5. God preserves those who trust Him - No matter how dark things get, God will see His people 
through 
 
Discussion Questions 
Understanding the Text 
1. Read Daniel 9:20-27 together. What stands out to you from this passage? What confuses 
you? 
 
2. Why do you think Gabriel told Daniel "you are beloved" (v. 23)? How does knowing you are 
"beloved in Christ" impact your daily life? 
 
3. What does it mean that the "Anointed One will be cut off and have nothing" (v. 26)? How does 
this connect to Jesus? 
 
 
Going Deeper 
4. The "Bigger Boat" Concept: Daniel asked for Israel's restoration, but God revealed a plan for 
universal salvation. When has God answered your prayers in a way that was bigger or different 
than what you asked for? 



5. Righteousness Defined: The pastor defined righteousness as "doing your part of the 
relationship the way it should be." How does this definition help you understand what it means 
when we're given Christ's righteousness? 
 
6. Two Interpretations: The sermon presented two legitimate ways to understand the 70 weeks 
prophecy. How comfortable are you with uncertainty in biblical interpretation? Why is humility 
important in secondary doctrinal matters? 
 
7. What's the difference between doctrines we "die for" and doctrines we hold with "humble 
conviction"? Can you give examples of each? 
 
Personal Application 
8. Prayer Life: Daniel was exhausted from travailing prayer. When was the last time you prayed 
with that kind of intensity? What would it take to develop a deeper prayer life? 
 
9. Identity in Chaos: Daniel maintained the rhythms of temple worship even though the temple 
was destroyed. What spiritual rhythms help you stay grounded when everything around you 
feels chaotic? 
 
10. "We" Not "They": Daniel identified with Israel's sin rather than distancing himself. How can 
you move from a "they're the problem" mindset to a "we're all in need of grace" perspective? 
 
Living It Out 
11. Kingdom Focus: The pastor said, "We don't put our hope in beastly kingdoms. We put our 
hope in the kingdom of God." Where are you tempted to place your hope in human systems or 
solutions instead of God's kingdom? 
 
12. Staying Calm: Jesus said to "stay calm, don't be alarmed" about end times (Matthew 24). 
What current events or cultural issues make you anxious? How can you cultivate peace while 
remaining engaged? 
 
13. Evangelism: The message ended with "the heart of the Lord is, I got the big ship. Let's make 
sure it's full." Who in your life needs to hear about God's "bigger boat" of salvation? 
 
Practical Applications -  This Week's Challenge (Choose One or More): 
Prayer Challenge: 
- Set aside 15-30 minutes for focused prayer about something that feels "too big" for you to 
handle 
- Practice Daniel's model: confess personal and corporate sin, acknowledge God's character, 
and ask boldly 
 
Humility Challenge: 
- Identify one doctrinal issue where you've been prideful or divisive 
- Reach out to someone who holds a different view and have a humble conversation 



Kingdom Living Challenge: 
- List areas where you're trusting in "beastly kingdoms" (politics, money, status, etc.) 
- Choose one concrete way to reorient your hope toward God's kingdom this week 
 
Evangelism Challenge: 
- Share with one person this week about how Jesus is the "bigger boat" we all need 
- Invite someone to church or small group 
 
Memory Verse 
Daniel 9:22-23 
"He gave me this explanation: 'Daniel, I have come now to give you insight and understanding. 
As soon as you began to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly 
esteemed.'" 
 
Closing Reflection 
The pastor concluded: "When all falls apart, the worst they can do is take your life and you'll be 
standing next to me." 
Final Question: How does the certainty of God's ultimate victory and your preservation in Christ 
change how you face this coming week? 
 
Closing Prayer 
Pray for: 
- Humble hearts in doctrinal discussions 
- Deeper prayer lives that travail like Daniel 
- Peace in troubled times 
- Boldness to share the "bigger boat" of salvation 
- Trust in God's kingdom above all earthly kingdoms 
 
For Next Week 
Read Daniel 10-12 in preparation for the next message. Notice how Daniel responds to 
overwhelming visions and spiritual warfare. 
 
"We're kingdom of God people. That's where we put our hope. That's where we put our trust. 
That's how Daniel managed living through the hell that he lived through. And it's how we 
manage to live through the hell that we live through." 
 


