
Historians for Future – Resource Material

Note: we are working on a new list of resources, coming soon!

We would like to create a curated resource material collection for our H4F website.
The idea is to provide anyone who is interested in learning more about the climate crisis from a (critical)
historical perspective with an overview over good and accessible literature and a recommended reading
list. At the moment, we’ve just collected all kinds of books, articles, reading material etc., which means it’s
too much and not really sorted and “curated”.

Now, we need to:
1. sort out this list (good, recommendable, focused on our goal, not just environmental history…)
2. add missing recommendable literature
3. add links to interesting projects, podcasts, blog series etc
4. add open access information

Thanks for helping getting more knowledge out there =)
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Schwerdtner Máñez Costa, Kathleen/Poulsen, Bo: Perspectives on oceans past. A handbook of marine

environmental history, Dordrecht 2016.
Whyte, Ian D.: A dictionary of environmental history, London 2013.
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Environmental History: National and Regional Histories
North America
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Asia
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1998.
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Washington, Seattle, 2019
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Topics
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2014.
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2010.
McNeill, John: The global environment and the world economy since 1500, in: Roy, Tirthankar/Riello,

Giorgio (ed.): Global economic history, London 2019, p. 157-174.
Trepl, Ludwig: Die Idee der Landschaft. Eine Kulturgeschichte von der Aufklärung bis zur

Ökologiebewegung, Bielefeld 2012.
Beinart, William; Hughes, Lotte: Environment and Empire, Oxford history of the British Empire companion
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On Nature/Culture
Wulf, Andrea; Kober, Hainer: Alexander von Humboldt und die Erfindung der Natur, München 2016.
Wulf, Andrea: The invention of nature : Alexander von Humboldt’s new world, New York 2015.
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History of Climate Science, Histories of Ecology/the “Ecosystem”, the “discovery of a fragile
planet” and other central concepts

Clarke, Bruce: Gaian Systems. Lynn Margulis, Neocybernetics, and the End of the Anthropocene.
Minneapolis (MN) 2020.

Dry, Sarah: Waters of the World. The story of the scientists who unraveled the mysteries of our seas,
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Kupper, Patrick: Die 1970er Diagnose. Grundsätzliche Überlegungen zu einem Wendepunkt in der
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McNeill, John R.: Observations on the Nature and Culture of Environmental History, in: History and
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Schlosberg, Dryzek et al. (ed.): Debating the Earth. The Environmental Politics Reader, Oxford 2005.
Taylor, Alan: Unnatural Inequalities: Social and Environmental Histories, in: Environmental History 1

(1996), vol. 4, p. 6-19.
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Projects

Funded by the Leverhulme Trust from 2019 to 2024, “Making Climate History” maps largely unexamined
connexions between histories of places, personnel, materials and power during the period that
made and recognised both a global physics and a global climate.

https://www.hps.cam.ac.uk/about/research-projects/making-climate-history

Funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF-Ambizione Project) from 2019-2023, “Ice
cores, Small States and Global Climate Change: The rise of a new scientific discipline” by
Dania Achermann:

https://www.hist.unibe.ch/forschung/forschungsprojekte/ice_cores_small_states_and_global_climate_cha
nge/index_ger.html

Databases

Climate Change Knowledge Portal: Historical Data: This database contains historical temperature and
precipitation data aggregated from 2-degree gridded data to the country and basin levels:

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/climate-change-knowledge-portal-historical-data

Podcasts
New Books in Environmental Studies

Online Resources
IPCC 2018, Hervé Le Treut/Richard Somerville et al.: Historical Overview of Climate Change Science.
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/03/ar4-wg1-chapter1.pdf

Gaian Systems; “Gaian Systems is a transdisciplinary research project to cultivate new forms
and practices of planetary cognition.”
https://www.gaian.systems/

https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/
https://www.hps.cam.ac.uk/about/research-projects/making-climate-history
https://www.hist.unibe.ch/forschung/forschungsprojekte/ice_cores_small_states_and_global_climate_change/index_ger.html
https://www.hist.unibe.ch/forschung/forschungsprojekte/ice_cores_small_states_and_global_climate_change/index_ger.html
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/climate-change-knowledge-portal-historical-data
https://newbooksnetwork.com/category/science-technology/environmental-studies/
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/03/ar4-wg1-chapter1.pdf
https://www.gaian.systems/


Big History Project; “Journey through nearly 14 billion years of history in this self-guided,
six-hour version of Big History. You'll find every chapter full of great activities to keep you
entertained and test your learning.”
https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home

https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home

