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Making Democracy Work in Criminal Justice
LWVUS Virtual Caucus - June 24, 2020, 7pm ET/4pm PT

🎥Recording of the caucus on YouTube🎥

PDF of slides

Agenda
(and relevant documents)

Caucus Guidelines
● Please be on time to avoid being locked out of the Caucus. (We can only allow

500 participants to the meeting. And we have approved so far 537 registrants.)
● This caucus will be recorded and shared with Caucus registrants and LWV-US.
● All participants will be muted by default.
● Please stay muted.

○ Image: How to mute/unmute on Zoom.
● Only during small group discussions will attendees be unmuted.
● Type question and comments into the Chat box.

○ Image: Where the chat button is located.
○ Moderators will read questions from the Zoom chat.

Item 1. INTRODUCTION
Maxine Anderson, LWV-CA Criminal Justice Committee

● Say Their Names
● LWV-CA Criminal Justice webpage
● LWV-CA National Survey on Criminal Justice
● LWV-US Impact on Issues 2018-2020
● LWV-US Clearinghouse of studies and research (Index of all state and local positions)

○ Index of state and local Criminal Justice positions (Only shows submitted
positions, if your Criminal Justice position/study is missing, please get your
League to submit it following instructions here: How to Submit a Study or Position
- Clearinghouse)

● State Leagues with positions on Juvenile Justice
● State Leagues with positions on Criminal Justice
● Criminal Justice Position

Item 2. CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
Ashley Raveche, LWV-CA Criminal Justice Committee

● What we learned

https://youtu.be/TqQhhRXq8hQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1olFxL5xWC88SmmCdY6cu0Nfm2tRa6y2O/view?usp=sharing
https://kb.helpline.w3.uvm.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/zoom-toolbar-mute.png
https://www.exeteruu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Zoom-Chat.png
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/29/865261916/a-decade-of-watching-black-people-die
https://my.lwv.org/california/criminal-justice-reform-position
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdW8FLRZT-NSy-rAHaJhGukD05r7GMBsFJyT-4OOUTmgtM8ng/viewform
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://sites.google.com/a/leagueofwomenvoters.org/clearinghouse/
https://sites.google.com/a/leagueofwomenvoters.org/clearinghouse/social-policy/criminal-justice
https://sites.google.com/a/leagueofwomenvoters.org/clearinghouse/home/how-to-submit-a-study
https://sites.google.com/a/leagueofwomenvoters.org/clearinghouse/home/how-to-submit-a-study
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q4hI0zK2KesxAfAz4Xhssmoo1T0wLRugHBckMe7wLo4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mPp9pXbyNfp9fxGba8LkbbLrgPvgA23H_DiL-k7sDqo/edit#heading=h.5mbrtpglpj7a
https://lwvc.org/our-work/positions/position-criminal-justice
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○ Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) policy (LWV)

■ Awake to Woke to Work - Organizational Adoption of Social Equity
■ Language Matters

○ Voting Rights
■ California ACA-6 Free the Vote
■ Disenfranchisement and Rights Restoration: Spotlight on States (The

Appeal)
■ Felony Disenfranchisement: A Primer (Sentencing Project)
■ New Face of Suffrage
■ Free the Vote (Initiate Justice)
■ Voting in Jails (Sentencing Project)

○ Use of Force
■ California AB 392 Use of Force
■ National Conversation on Force
■ Case Study - LWV Central New Mexico - Karen Douglas, LWV-Central NM

● LWV-Central NM Criminal Justice Reform
■ The Peace Act HR 4359

● Alternatives to Incarceration
○ Care First, Jails Last Health and Racial Justice Strategies for Safer Communities

(Los Angeles County Alternatives to Incarceration Work Group Final Report)
○ Case Study - LWV Montana - Roxanne Klingensmith, LMV-MT

■ LWV-Montana Criminal Justice Study
■ LWV-Montana Criminal Justice Position

● COVID-19 and Incarceration
○ Covid-19's Impact on People in Prison (Equal Justice Initiative)
○ A State-by-State Look at Coronavirus in Prisons (The Marshall Project)
○ Coronavirus VIII: Prisons & Jails: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (HBO)

● LWV-US Urgent Resolution
○ Updated version: Resolution on Racial Justice FINAL June 23 2020 (with all the

state/local league supporters listed)
■ June 27, 2020, Convention Schedule pg.3

Item 3. SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (Zoom recording will be paused)
● Shared Google Doc:

○ If your group does not have an assigned note-taker, you and your group will have
to assign a note-taker amongst yourselves..

● Discussion Questions:
○ How can we address the devastating impact of a system of justice that produces

different outcomes if you are wealthy, able bodied, straight, white, or poor,
disabled, queer, a person of color?

■ What is your League doing now?
■ What would you like to see your League accomplish?
■ What’s your next step?

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/policies-guidelines/diversity-equity-and-inclusion-policy
https://www.equityinthecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Equity-in-Center-Awake-Woke-Work-2019-final-1.pdf
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/451099-language-matters-for-justice-reform
https://ellabakercenter.org/sites/default/files/ACA%206_%20Free%20The%20Vote%20Community%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://theappeal.org/political-report/disenfranchisement-states/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Felony-Disenfranchisement-Primer.pdf
https://freethevote2020.org/
https://www.initiatejustice.org/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/voting-in-jails/
https://a79.asmdc.org/sites/a79.asmdc.org/files/pdf/AB-392-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/57e17531725e25ec2e648650/1474393399581/Use+of+Force+Study.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lj-dfUO4DRy9wKRByir2gqpaNf9dBBS8lEa494zs2hI/edit
https://khanna.house.gov/media/press-releases/release-reps-khanna-clay-announce-landmark-police-brutality-bill-raise
https://lacalternatives.org/reports/
https://lacalternatives.org/reports/
https://my.lwv.org/montana/montana-league-criminal-justice-study
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mmi1oqatvRAByPuC41w80vJ9Xa8u5WopDWuvtvXyUbA/edit
https://eji.org/news/covid-19s-impact-on-people-in-prison/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/05/01/a-state-by-state-look-at-coronavirus-in-prisons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuxnH0VAkAM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_EJLzEvttwFVS9NaWlAYBQGKh6I5YcQv/view?usp=sharing
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/LWV_2020ConventionWorkbook.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H2pEuEtN3w5qb413i_Rqbppb5IwM0LUxz7bg2KHAIfc/edit#
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Item 4. OBSERVER CORPS
Jennifer Wong, LWV-CA Criminal Justice Committee

● Observer Corps Slides
● LWVUS Observer Corps Tips
● LWVUS Observer Corps Handbook “Observing Your Government in Action”
● LWVUS United Nations Observers Criminal Justice Handout
● Observer Corps in League Facebook Group
● Observer Corps Trainings Schedule - register for upcoming trainings
● Observer Corps Info Survey - tell us what you’re doing in your League

Item 5. Q&A
● Due to the 500+ registered attendees, we will not be able to queue people to ask

questions. Please type your questions into the Zoom chat box and a moderator will read
the question.

Item 6. Next Steps
● Implement Observer Corps Program
● Connect with your state & local Leagues, and those personally impacted by the justice

system
● Connect with people listed in our caucus directory (coming soon!)
● Delegates vote for the Urgent Resolution (June 27, 2020, Convention Schedule pg.3)
● Look for the next webinar

-----End of Agenda-----

Resources
● National Engagement Criminal Justice | MyLO
● LWVUS Responds to Police Killing of George Floyd
● LWV-CA used “concurrence” to establish their Criminal Justice position, but it may be

more flexible than the policy your League uses (we highly recommend it) and
Background Information based on research into existing positions and studies around
the country, as well as non-League research.

● California local League Criminal Justice Toolkit

Additional Resources - that these have not been vetted by LWV California but we
have found them useful

● New Era of Public Safety (toolkit)
● Final Report of the President's Task Force on 21st Century Policing (US DOJ, 2015)
● UCLA study on Lexipol - private company with a national presence that sells policies to

law enforcement agencies. Note: their use-of-force policy is not compliant with California
AB 392.

● Prison Policy Initiative
● Who Pays? The True Cost of Incarceration on Families (Ella Baker Center, 2015)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZlGnPVG5Jg_vHPlhC80Wbq5iMqaVmGfE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1eU1bFO5p3MfBF4fHUWxYDq5GCWQwGec6
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1eU1bFO5p3MfBF4fHUWxYDq5GCWQwGec6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DeOv7yUAlsgiuTYlYFRg66PXf3RxAB4f/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LWVObserverCorps
https://lwvsf.org/home/f/trainings-to-observe-public-meetings
https://bit.ly/observer-corps-survey
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/LWV_2020ConventionWorkbook.pdf
https://my.lwv.org/california/criminal-justice-reform-position/national-engagment-criminal-justice
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwvus-responds-police-killing-george-floyd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I6FIE2i4hU1QTqrghiGYuVNbLztyntfW7PWYri31GMM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C-r8iV3qXmAOQGstpxjZ5tHyviaOUMF4vepQUs3hNjI/edit
https://my.lwv.org/california/criminal-justice-local-league-toolkit
https://civilrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Toolkit.pdf
https://cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/taskforce/taskforce_finalreport.pdf
https://texaslawreview.org/lexipol/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/
https://ellabakercenter.org/who-pays-the-true-cost-of-incarceration-on-families
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● Rethinking Policing Series: Activism and Reform (Georgetown Law)

Questions?
Email criminaljustice@lwvc.org

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/news/rethinking-policing-series-activism-and-reform/
mailto:criminaljustice@lwvc.org

