
Results of the calculation 
 

Standard deviation describes how spread out the data is on the bell curve.  It identifies how far numbers 
in the dataset are away from the mean.  The calculated results of the sample in figure 1 describe a 
standard deviation that is .75 from the mean.  The bell curve would be shaped with intervals .75 apart 
(Figure 2). 

 
Figure 1 

 
The standard deviation is the most frequently used measure of variability.  It describes how far away the 
scores are from one another.  It is the average distance from the mean.  

Figure 2 
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