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Course Description:  

 

All students in kindergarten through fifth grade participate in a visual arts class taught by a certified art educator. The class introduces 

age-appropriate art fundamentals through the elements and principles of art. Students are exposed to and experience hands-on learning 

while exploring various techniques and materials. Through the artistic process, students are encouraged to think creatively, use materials 

responsibly, use problem-solving skills, communicate visually, persevere through artistic problems, and create like an artist. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o_QOJ7-9JqHVMo7weF-K6wR1UB4ZoGHMCrs5UNf7tqk/edit?usp=drive_link


COURSE AT A GLANCE - First Grade Visual Arts  
 

 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 

Processes and Procedures Processes and Procedures 

Students are learning to practice and implement beginning-of-the-year 
classroom procedures and art processes. 

Students are learning about second-quarter materials and manipulating 
tools correctly. 

Lines Color Identification 

Students are learning to identify a variety of line types through the 
art-making process. 

Students are learning to identify and utilize six or more colors focusing 
on primary and secondary and will be introduced to the color wheel. 

Shapes Mix Secondary from Primary 

Students are learning to identify and utilize a variety of 2D shapes in an 
original artwork. 

Students are learning to mix secondary colors from primary colors and 
explore how colors are developed independently. 

Art History or Cultural Connection Art History or Cultural Connection 

Students are learning to create artwork inspired by art history or cultural 
influences, building upon first-quarter skills. 

Students are learning to create artwork inspired by art history or cultural 
influences, building upon second-quarter skills. 

Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Processes and Procedures Processes and Procedures 

Students are learning about third-quarter materials and manipulating 
tools correctly. 

Students are learning about fourth-quarter materials and manipulating 
tools correctly. 

Foreground/Background Explore 2D into 3D 

Students are learning to demonstrate foreground and background in 
their artwork accurately. 

Students are learning to identify and transform two-dimensional 
materials into three-dimensional art forms. 

Identify Texture Art History or Cultural Connection 

Students are learning to explore and identify tactile textures in their art. Students are learning to create artwork inspired by art history or cultural 
influences, building upon fourth-quarter skills. 



Art History or Cultural Connection Explore the Creative Process 

Students are learning to create artwork inspired by art history or cultural 
influences, building upon third-quarter skills. 

 Students are learning to make art through the creative process that 
utilizes the comprehensive skills learned throughout the year. 

 
 
 
 

South Dakota Fine Arts State Standards 

https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/FineArts-051822.pdf

