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A major question is, how are opponents trying to make a change regarding this topic? Those not 

in favor of the innovative telescope being built on Mauna Kea have banned together in order to 

make a change. A hashtag, #WeAreMaunaKea, has begun trending on social media sites and 

even some celebrities have joined in the fight by posting it. Meanwhile, the people of Hawaii 

have been protesting. These people have been protesting to gain leverage for their cause. 

While some of these people just join in the fight to keep the telescope off of Mauna Kea 

because they live there, they have little scholarly credibility. There are a number of other 

protesters who cite credible reasons as to why they don’t want the telescope on their sacred 

land. These hashtags and other forms of protest have seemed to be extremely effective in 

getting the Hawaiian government to acknowledge the negative effects of allowing construction of 

the TMT on Mauna Kea and has spurred on legal action regarding the controversy. As of late 

August, the Hawaii Supreme court began hearing the opening arguments for the court case 

regarding the building of the telescope on the mountain.  

 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/08/27/us/ap-us-giant-telescope.html

