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Worksheet: Historically Thinking about the Douglass Speech 
 

Analyze Frederick Douglas’ speech  (primary source) by answering the following questions: 

Sourcing Who wrote this? 
 
When was it written? 
 
Where was it written? 
 
Is it reliable? Why or why not? 
 

Contextualization What was happening at the time? Explain the historical context. 
 
 
 
 
How did the historical context affect the content of the source? 
 
 
 

Close Reading What claims does the author make? What is the author’s perspective? 
 
 
 
What evidence does the author use to support his/her/their claims? 
 
 
 
What language does the author use to persuade the audience? 
 
 
 
How does the language indicate the author’s perspective? 
 
 
 
What does the language tell us about the author? 
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