
Machine Politics: Political Cartoon Analysis 
Use these political cartoons to answer the questions on your “Analyzing Political Machines: 
Thomas Nast Cartoons” handout. 
 
 
 

 
Political Cartoon 1 
Under the Thumb 
“The Boss—‘Well, what are you going to do about it?’” 
 
 
 
 

 
Political Cartoon 2 
Who stole the people’s money? 
“Who stole the people’s money? – Do tell.” 
“‘Twas him.” 
 
 



 
Political Cartoon 3 
Vultures 
“A group of vultures waiting for the storm to ‘blow over’ — ‘Let us prey.’” 
 



 
Political Cartoon 4 
That’s What’s the Matter 
Boss Tweed, “As long as I count the Votes, what are you going to do about it?” 
 

 
Political Cartoon 5 
Why is the Treasury Empty? 
Empty to the workmen… The four masters that emptied it. 



 
Political Cartoon 6 
A Cinch 
Says Boss Croker to Boss McLaughlin: “Shake!” 


