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Pham Nguyén Trudng dich

Song ngit Viét Anh

Bang chiing cho thdy mot cach chiac chan rang nhitng nudc cé cac quyén kinh té
manh mé cling cé thanh tich tét vé nhan quyén.

10 thang 12 nam nay sé la ngay ki niém 69 nam ngay ban hanh Tuyén ngdn nhan
quyén pho quat (The Universal Declaration of Human Rights - UDHR) cla Lién
Hiép Qudc. Sau Thé chién Il, tac gia cua no, ba Eleanor Roosevelt, mudn coi
Tuyén ngdn nay la “Pai hién chuong tu do cho toan thé nhan loai”, nham ngan
chan viéc [ap lai nhitng vi pham nhan quyén tan bao - nhu nan diét chiing nguai
Do Thai vira xay ra trudc do khong lau.

Van kién nay, mac du khong rang budc vé mat phap ly, da la nguén cam hing
cho han 80 thda udc quoc té. Mac du vay, hién nay ching ta khong song trong
thé gidi hoa binh va thinh vugng Eleanor Roosevelt mudng tugng. Su that bai



nay chd yéu la do ching ta da tap trung vao cac chinh pht va cac nhdém qudc té,
coi dé la giai phap chinh tri cho cac van dé xa hoi.

Tuyén ngon nhan quyén pho quat cing véi Hién chuang Lién hgp quéc, Cong
udc vé Quyén tré em va Quy ché ctia Toa an Céng ly quéc té nam trong danh
sach nhiing tai liéu quan trong nhat cua Lién Hiép Quoc. V4i vi tri nhu thé, van
kién nay thudng dudc dua vao cac thoa thuan ctia cac chudng trinh vién trg va
phat trién quéc t&, nhung chang lam dudc gi nhiéu cho muc tiéu cao ca clia né.

VGi nhiing khat vong khac nhau nhu gido duc mién phi, thgi gian ranh roi, va
mUc séng thda dang, dudng nhu tu nhién rang mot quyén luc bao trum, vi du,
chinh phd, sé can phai thuc hién nhitng muc tiéu nay. Tuy nhién, khong phai nhu
thé. Tu do kinh té, dudc xac dinh bdi quyén sd hitu, dugc budn ban, va cac quy
dinh nhe nhang, sé co gia tri cac han chuang trinh ctia chinh phu trong viéc dam
bao su thinh vugng vé vat chat.

Ddi nghéeo

Tuyén ngdn nhan quyén pho quat tham chi con thifa nhan su kién nay, mac du
c6 thé la vo tinh. Diéu 17 nhan manh tdm quan trong clia quyén sd hitu, khia
canh quan trong nhat cua tu do kinh té. BAo dam quyén s hitu phu hgp vdi
nhiéu tai liéu néi rang tu do kinh té sé t6i da héa ca phat trién kinh té 1an x3 hoi.
Theo bang xép hang tu Chi sé tu do clia con ngudi (HFI) va két hgp vdi dii liéu
cta Ngan hang Thé gidi, cac qudc gia nam trong 10% nhiing nudc c6 tu do kinh
té€ cao nhat co thanh tich tot han dang ké trong cac chi sé do UGng cac muc tiéu
cta Tuyén ngdn nhan quyén phé quat hon [a 10% nhitng nudc dudi cung.

Hai trong tdm chinh cta Tuyén ngdn nhan quyén phé quat la nang cao mic song
va quyeén tiép can véi gido duc. MUic sdng - dugc tinh bang binh quan GDP trén
dau ngudi va ty |é d6i nghéo - cdc nudc nam trong 10% nhiing nuéc diing dau vé
tu do kinh té c6 muic song cao hdn dang ké. Cac nudc ding dau cé binh quan
GDP trén dau ngudi la han 39.000 USD mot nam. Nhifng nudc ddng cudi chi ¢
chua tGi 4.000 USD mot nam.



Thu nhap cao han nay mang lai [gi ich cho tat ca moi ngudi & nhitng nudc nay, ké
ca ngudi ngheo. Nguy cd rdi vao nghéo déi giam. Trén 66% s6 ngudi & cac quoc
gia ndm trong 10% dudi cing cla tu do kinh té séng véi mic dudi 5,50 USD mot
ngay. Trong khi dd, chi c6 11% s6 ngudi & cac nudc hang dau dang sdng vai so
tién do ma thoi.

Giao duc

Nhan manh thi hai ctia Tuyén ngdén nhan quyén phd quat la gido duc. Mot lan
nifa, 10% s6 quoc gia hang dau c6 thanh tich tot hon dang ké. Trong khi & nhiing
nudc dudi cling, chi cd 64% ngudi trén 25 ngudi da hoan thanh gido duc tiéu hoc,
thi & nhitng nudc ding dau trung binh la 90% ngudi [8n da hoan thanh gido duc
tiéu hoc. Nhifng nudc ding dau cling cd ty [é ngudi biét chif va c6 viéc lam cao
han, chiing to rang gido duc cd thé tao ra két qua do ludng dudc, nhu cg hdi viéc
lam.

Nhiing ngugi chi trich thudng ndi rang két qua nay chu yéu la do su cai ciia quéc
gia chi khong phai la do tu do kinh té. Do do, giai phap thay thé la dé chinh phu
tham gia hoat dong kinh doanh nham dua GDP |én. Tuy nhién, khong thé ¢
nhiéu ctia cai ma khong cé tu do kinh té. Diéu nay dudc thé hién bang binh quan
GDP trén dau ngudi, cac nudc nam trong 25% trén cung vé tu do kinh té c6 GDP
trén dau ngudi cao han bén lan binh quanGDP trén dau ngudi ctia 25% nhiing
nudc nam cudi bang.

Tuyén ngon nhan quyén pho lai thém mot tudi nifa, quan trong la phai nghi xem
nhiing chinh sach nao cé thé lam cho nhiing gidc ma d6 trd thanh hién thuc.
Nhiing nudc cé muc do tu do kinh té cao lam cho nguGi dan dé dang tiép can vdi
cac nguon luc, cd hoi lam viéc va thu nhap cao. Do dd, nhitng ngudi ing ho
Tuyén ngdn nhan quyén phé quat phai nam lay tiém nang cta tu do kinh té va
quang ba nd, coi nd la chia khda dé dam bao su thinh vugng cho tat ca moi
nguai.



Tirzah Duren la Nha van dong vi tiéng cla thanh nién, hién dang sinh sng &
Pennsylvania, ngi ba thich kham pha vé dep va su phat trién ma chi nghia tu
ban mang t&i cho nhan loai.
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If You Want Human Rights, Start with Economic Rights

Evidence consistently shows that countries with robust economic freedoms
have a much stronger track record of human rights.

by Tirzah Duren

December 10th marks 69 years since The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) was adopted by the United Nations. Following World War I, its author,
Eleanor Roosevelt, intended it to be a “Magna Carta for all mankind” in order to
prevent the repeat of atrocious human rights violations — like the Holocaust
that had recently occurred.

This document, while not legally binding, has been the inspiration for over 80
international agreements. Despite this, we do not currently live in the peaceful
and prosperous world that Roosevelt envisioned. This failure is primarily due to
the focus on governments and international groups as political solutions to

social problems.

The UDHRis listed as a key document for the UN along with the UN Charter,
Convention of the Rights of the Child, and the Statute of the International Court
of Justice. Given this placement, the document is often translated into
agreements that are composed of foreign aid and development programs that
do little to achieve its lofty goal.

With diverse aspirations such as free education, leisure time, and adequate
standards of living, it would seem natural that a wide-reaching power, such as
the government, would need to fulfill these goals. However, this is not the case.
Economic freedom, as defined by property rights, ability to trade, and light
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regulations, does a significantly better job of securing material well-being than
government programs.

Poverty
These higher incomes benefit everyone in these countries, including the poor.

The UDHR even acknowledges this fact, albeit probably accidentally. Article 17
emphasizes the importance of property rights which are a key aspect of
economic freedoms. Ensuring property rights falls in line with a large body of
literature that believes economic liberty maximizes both economic and social
development. According to rankings from the Human Freedom Index and
combined with data from the World Bank, countries that ranked in the top ten
percent of economic freedom did significantly better on indicators that measure
the goals of the UDHR than those in the bottom ten percent.

Two main focuses of the UDHR are improved standards of living and access to
education. Living standards — as measured by GDP per capita and poverty rates
— are dramatically higher for countries in the top 10 percent rankings of
economic freedom. The average GDP per capita is over $39,000 per year for
countries in the top. However, the average GDP per capita fell to under $4,000 for
the bottom 10 percent of countries.

These higher incomes benefit everyone in these countries, including the poor.
This is shown by the reduced risk of falling into poverty. Over 66 percent of
people in the countries that ranked in the bottom 10 percent of economic
freedom survive on less than $5.50 a day. Comparatively only 11 percent of
people in the top countries are living on that amount.

Education
Proponents of the UDHR should embrace the potential of economic freedom.

The second emphasis of the UDHR is education. Once again, the top 10 percent
of countries do dramatically better. While roughly only 64 percent of the
population over 25 have completed their primary education in the bottom
countries, an average of 90 percent of people have completed primary
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education in the top-ranking countries. Literacy and employment rates are also
higher in the top-ranked countries, which demonstrates that education has
measurable outcomes such as employment opportunities.

A common criticism would be to say that these results are primarily due to the
wealth of a country, not its economic freedom. Therefore, an alternative solution
would be to get the government involved in business in order to grow the GDP.
However, you cannot have high levels of wealth without economic freedom. This
is shown by an average GDP per capita that is more than four times higher in the
top quartile than in the bottom quartile of economically free countries.

As the UDHR gains another year, it is important to think about what policies can
make these dreams a reality. Countries with high levels of economic freedom
tend to have high levels of access to resources, opportunities, and incomes.
Therefore, proponents of the UDHR should embrace the potential of economic
freedom and promote it as the key to ensuring human flourishing for all.
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