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The Central National Road was commissioned by the 8th Congress of the 

Republic of Texas on February 5, 1844 to connect the Red River in northeast 

Texas to existing military roads along the Trinity River. The exact route passed 

through the present counties of Dallas, Rockwall, Collin, Hunt, Fannin, Lamar 

and Red River. Starting below the Elm Fork of the Trinity River at a small 

trading post and ferry crossing run by John Neely Bryan, this road originated 

near the center of what is now Dallas. Without this road North Texas might 

look a lot different today. 
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