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Nonviolence International calls for asylum for war resisters 

Nonviolence International supports the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict 
calling on peace-loving countries around the world to offer asylum to war resisters to help 
alleviate suffering and potential injury and destruction in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus.  

Countries should announce that they will provide asylum for people who refuse to fight in the 
war. War resistance defections could happen in large numbers and serve as a deterrent to 
escalating warfare. The status of war resister should include those who refuse to cross borders 
to wage war in another country.  If soldiers request asylum because they conscientiously object 
to military orders or service, they should not be treated as prisoners of war but swiftly 
transferred to a 3rd country that will provide them safety.  This status will not be provided to 
those that fight and subsequently surrender. They should be treated as prisoners of war and 
treated humanely as per the Geneva Conventions. 

We call on Belarus, Russia and Ukraine (and all countries in the world) to honor the 
conscientious objection of their own citizens and of those in the opposing military forces. We call 
on Belarus, Russia and Ukraine to cooperate with 3rd countries and swiftly transfer them abroad 
if the resisters so request. 

If countries would like to be more generous to these courageous war resisters, then they should 
offer asylum to their immediate families as well. 

We believe there are many who will not want to fight in this war. People who refuse to use 
violence must be protected. Nonviolence International stands in solidarity with all conscientious 
objectors around the world and supports the work of War Resisters’ International to end all war.  
If the soldiers do not fight, then wars cannot be fought.  
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