
Emoti-Con Website 

TERMS OF USE 
Last updated April 30, 2025  
 
Welcome to the Emoti-Con website, emoticon.mouse.org ("Site").  
 
Use of the Site is subject to the following Terms of Use. Please read them carefully. By using the Site, 
you agree to be legally bound by and to comply with these Terms of Use. No one under eighteen 
years old may use the Site unless their parent or legal guardian acting on their behalf has consented 
to these Terms of Use.  
 
If you do not agree to comply with these Terms of Use, you may not use this Site. Mouse Inc. 
("Mouse," "we" or "us") may modify these Terms of Use, so please check this page regularly. If you 
continue to use the Site after we post a change, the new terms will apply to your use of the Site.  
 
Emoti-Con Community 
The Site may allow you to communicate with other Site users. Any such content, messages or 
information ("Content") distributed through the Site are posted by and reflect the views of the users 
of the Site (“User”, “you”) and not those of Mouse.  
 
Content you post on the Site may be viewed by other users of the Site. Please read our Privacy 
Notice, which is incorporated herein by reference, for information about keeping your information 
and personal account safe. By posting Content on the Site, you grant us a nonexclusive, worldwide, 
royalty free, perpetual, irrevocable, unrestricted license (with the right to sublicense) to reproduce, 
display, perform, create derivatives works from, modify, translate, transmit, distribute or otherwise 
use, in whole or in part, any Content in any form and in any media now known or later developed.  
 
Acceptable Use  
In order to ensure a safe and civil online environment, Mouse reserves the right to remove any 
Content you post on the Site or terminate your participation on the Site at any time, with or without 
cause. You agree not to upload, post, display, distribute, transmit or otherwise publish on the Site 
any material that: (1) is libelous, obscene, pornographic, harassing, or abusive; (2) is violent, 
hateful, or threatening to anyone or any group; (3) infringes any copyright, trademark, trade secret 
or other proprietary right of another; (4) violates anyone's right of privacy or publicity or is 
otherwise illegal; (5) contains code, including, but not limited to viruses, bugs, worms, or Trojan 
horses, that can disrupt or damage the Site, its underlying software or any hardware or computer 
equipment; or (6) sells or promotes any products or services. You may not use this Site while 
impersonating any other person or entity, to collect or use any information about other Users for any 



purpose, or to distribute chain letters, junk mail, "spam" solicitations, commercial advertising, or 
other bulk communications of any kind.  
 
Copyright  
The Site and all its content, such as text, photographs, graphics, logos, button icons, images and 
software, are owned by or licensed to Mouse and protected by United States and international 
copyright and other intellectual property laws. The information and materials contained in this Site 
may not be modified or altered in any way.  
 
You may print, copy or distribute the text materials contained in this Site, but only (i) to participate 
in or promote the Emoti-Con competition in your school or school district, (ii) if you include all 
trademark, copyright, and other proprietary rights notices in the same form in which the notices 
appear on the Site, and (iii) you do not modify or alter the text materials or proprietary notices in any 
way.  
 
You may not print, copy or distribute any photograph, illustration, artwork or other graphic material 
contained on this Site for any use without first obtaining the permission of Mouse (at 
info@mouse.org or the address and number listed below) and the copyright owner.  
Except for the foregoing, you may not copy, display, perform, distribute, transmit, modify, create 
derivative works from, enter into a database, or in any way exploit any part of the Site, including its 
underlying computer programs and other coding.  
 
Notice of Copyright Infringement  
We respect the copyright and other proprietary rights of third parties whose material is posted on 
the Site. We do not monitor the copyright ownership of all materials posted on our Site. If you 
believe that any material posted on our Site infringes a copyright, you may request the removal of 
that material from the Site in accordance with the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. 512(c)(3) and procedures 
described below.  
 
A notice of infringing material that complies with the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 512(c)(3)  
("Notice") must be sent to the agent we have designated with the Copyright Office: Mouse Inc., 25 
Broadway, 12th Floor, New York, New York 10004, or info@mouse.org.  
 
To comply with the Copyright Act, your Notice must be in writing and must include the following: (1) 
the signature of the person or entity making the complaint; (2) the contact information of the 
complaining party (including full name, address, telephone number and preferably email address); 
(3) information about the allegedly infringed work (or works); (4) information sufficient for us to 
locate the infringing work (or works); (5) a statement by the complaining party that they have a good 
faith belief that the use is unauthorized; and (6) a statement under penalty of perjury that the 
information in the Notice is accurate.  
 
Once we receive a satisfactory Notice, we will remove the material from display on the Site. We will 
promptly take reasonable steps to inform the user who posted the allegedly infringing material (the 



"alleged infringer") of the Notice and subsequent removal. The alleged infringer may then provide us 
with a counternotice ("Counternotice") that the initial infringement notice was erroneous. Such 
Counternotice must be in writing and must include: (1) a signature; (2) identification of the removed 
material; (3) identification of the location where the material appeared before removal; (4) a 
statement of good faith belief that the material was removed in error; (5) the alleged infringer's 
name, address, and telephone number; and (6) a statement of consent to jurisdiction in federal 
district court. Upon receipt of a Counternotice, we will notify the complaining party of the 
Counternotice and restore the material within 10 to 14 business days of receipt of the 
Counternotice, unless the complaining party informs us that an action for a restraining order has 
been commenced in federal court.  
 
Trademarks  
Mouse, Emoti-Con, and other indicators of source that Mouse uses on the Site are owned by Mouse 
("Our Trademarks"). Our Site also contains the trademarks and service marks of other organizations 
(each, a "Third Party Trademark"). You may not use Our Trademarks or any Third Party Trademark in 
any manner without our or such third party's, respectively, permission. In addition, you may not use 
Our Trademarks or any Third Party Trademark in any manner that disparages or discredits Mouse or 
the owner of the Third Party Trademark.  
 
Linking to Our Site  
Mouse grants you a limited, nonexclusive, revocable, nontransferable license to download the 
Mouse name and Our Trademarks (collectively, the "Mouse Links") from our Site solely for the  
purpose of linking to the home page of our Site. You agree not to alter the Mouse Links in any way or 
to portray Mouse on your site in a false or misleading light. You also agree not to use the Mouse 
Links on a website with content that is libelous, defamatory, obscene, pornographic, threatening, 
invasive of privacy or publicity rights, abusive, illegal or otherwise objectionable, or that would 
constitute or encourage a criminal offense, violate the rights of any party, or otherwise give rise to 
liability or violate any law. You understand that Mouse has not authorized, sponsored, endorsed, or 
approved your website or your organization and its activities and agree that the Mouse Links will not 
be used in any manner that would falsely convey Mouse's sponsorship, endorsement or approval. 
You also agree that you acquire no rights in the Mouse Links as the result of your authorized use of 
them. Mouse may terminate your license to the Mouse Links at any time, at Mouse's sole discretion. 
Mouse reserves all proprietary rights in the Mouse Links and Our Trademarks.  
 
Links to Other Websites  
We may make content or services from other websites available to you from links located on our Site. 
When you click on these links, you are leaving our Site for others that are governed by their own 
terms of use. Please read the terms of use of third party sites that you visit. We have no control over 
these sites or their content. Except for information or services identified as being supplied by 
Mouse, we do not review, operate, or control any material, information, products or services on third 
party sites. As we are not responsible for and cannot control these third party sites or their content, 
please direct any concerns regarding such linked sites to their administrator or webmaster.  
 



Disclaimers  
Our Site is available on an "as is" basis. We do not warrant that the Site will be uninterrupted or 
error free. There may be delays, omissions, interruptions and inaccuracies in materials available 
through our Site. We do not make any representations or warranties about the accuracy, 
completeness, timeliness or reliability of any statement or information displayed or distributed on 
the Site or available through links on the Site. We reserve the right to correct any errors or omissions 
in the Site. If you rely on our Site and any materials available through it, you do so solely at your own 
risk.  
 
To the maximum extent permitted under law, we deny all express or implied warranties with respect 
to the Site or any information that is available through the Site, including without limitation the 
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose.  
 
Although we intend to take reasonable steps to prevent the introduction of destructive materials to 
our Site, such as viruses, worms, and "Trojan horses," we do not guarantee or warrant that our Site 
or the materials that may be downloaded from our Site are free from such destructive materials. We 
will not be liable for any damages or harm attributable to such materials.  
 
Limitation of Liability  
We and our officers, directors, and employees (the "Mouse Parties") will not be liable for any claim, 
loss or injury based on your use or inability to use the Site, or any errors, omissions, interruptions or 
inaccuracies in our Site, nor will the Mouse Parties be liable for any claim, loss or injury that results 
from your breach of any provision in these Terms of Use.  
 
The Mouse Parties will not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special, 
punitive or exemplary damages (including lost revenues or profits, loss of business, or loss of data) 
arising out of or in connection with our Site, Site services, Site materials, or these Terms of Use, 
regardless of whether such liability is based in tort, contract or otherwise, in each case to the extent 
permitted by applicable law.  
 
Indemnification  
You agree to indemnify and hold harmless each Mouse Party against all losses, expenses, damages 
and costs, including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenses, the Mouse Party incurs as a result of 
your violation of these Terms of Use. We have the right, but not the obligation, to take over the 
exclusive defense of any claim for which any Mouse Party is entitled to indemnification from you. 
You agree to cooperate with us, following our reasonable request, in connection therewith.  
 
Termination  
We reserve the right to terminate the Site, access to the Site and these Terms of Use at any time, 
without notice, for any reason, including your violation of any of the provisions of the Terms of Use. 
The "Limitation of Liability" and "Governing Law" sections of these Terms of Use, and the restrictions 
imposed on you with respect to material you download from the Site survive any such termination, 
as does your license to Mouse of any Content you provide to us on the Site. 



  
Governing Law  
These Terms of Use are governed by the laws of the State of New York applicable to contracts made 
and performed there, without regard to its conflicts of law principles.  
 
Forum Selection  
You agree that any claim or dispute arising out of or relating to your use of the Site and these Terms 
of Use will be brought exclusively in the state or federal courts sitting in the State and County of 
New York. You agree to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of these courts and waive any 
jurisdictional, venue or inconvenient forum objections to such courts.  
 
Severability  
If any provision of these Terms of Use is deemed unlawful, void or for any reason unenforceable, then 
that provision will be considered severed and will not affect the validity and enforceability of any 
remaining provisions.  
 
 

PRIVACY NOTICE 
Last updated April 30, 2025 

Welcome to the Emoti-Con website (“Site”) and the online learning platform available 
through that site to registered users (collectively, the “Services”). 

Mouse (who manages the Emoti-Con website) is committed to maintaining the privacy of 
the information you provide to us when you use our Services. This Privacy Notice describes 
how we collect, use and share your information in relation to the Services.  By using our 
Services, you are agreeing to the terms of this Notice. 

Information We Collect 

We collect information in a variety of contexts. For example, we may collect information: 

Directly from you.  As a registered judge, Mouse collects your name, organization 
affiliation, title, and email address.  

Automatically when you use our Services.  We and others on our behalf may collect device 
data, online/mobile activity data, and other information automatically when you interact 
with us online.  Such Device Data may include device type, IP address, web browser type and 
version, operating system type and version, mobile network information, general location 
(e.g., city, state, or country), and cookie IDs.  We may also collect information about your 
online/mobile activity such as login data, search history, information about how you use 
and interact with our Services (including content viewed, links clicked, and features used), 



when and how often you use the Services, the webpage from which you clicked a link to 
come to our Site (e.g., the referrer URL), and crash reports.  These types of information are 
collected through a variety of online tools and technologies, such as web server logs, 
cookies, pixel tags, software development kids (SDKs), and Third-party Plugins.  Although 
you may set your browser not to accept cookies, your participation in the Services will be 
easier if you have not disabled the cookie technology on your browser. 

How We Use Information 

We use the information that we collect for a variety of purposes.  These purposes include, 
for example, to:   

●​ Provide you with an online project fair experience;  

●​ Provide judges with information to judge project submissions; 

●​ Deliver confirmations, account information, notifications, and similar operational 
communications;  

●​ Respond to your questions or requests concerning the Services;  

●​ Evaluate how the Services are used and to facilitate their use; 

●​ Create reports for our sponsors comprised of aggregated and/or anonymized 
information that does not identify you personally;   

●​ Improve the online learning platform and enhance users’ experiences;  

●​ Administer the Services for fraud, security, or debugging purposes;  

●​ Comply with legal and/or regulatory requirements; and  

●​ Manage our business. 

 

How We Share Information  

We share your information with third parties in a variety of contexts, as described below.  

●​ Judges and community members.  Some of the information you provide will be 
shared on a public page for judges and community members to review and leave comments. 
You have full control over what information you would like to share on the Site. 

●​ Other users. The online platform includes features that allow visitors to 
communicate with one another.  Project presentation content you post on the platform will 
be shared with other visitors. 



●​ Our sponsors.  We occasionally provide reports to our sponsors so that they can 
evaluate the effectiveness of Emoti-Con.  Those reports are generated using aggregated or 
otherwise anonymized information that does not identify you personally.  In the event that 
Emoti-Con wanted to feature an identifiable user in these reports, or elsewhere on the 
platform or in promotional materials, Mouse will obtain your affirmative consent to such 
disclosure.  

●​ Third Party Service Providers.  We use third-party service providers that perform 
services on our behalf, including web-hosting companies, analytics providers, and others 
that help us maintain and update our Site and provide the online learning platform.  These 
service providers may collect and/or use your information, including information that 
identifies you personally, to assist us in achieving the purposes discussed above.  We require 
these third parties to maintain the confidentiality, security, and integrity of the information 
provided to them. 

●​ Legal purposes.  We also may use or share your information with third parties when 
we believe, in our sole discretion, that doing so is necessary: 

●​ To comply with applicable law or a court order, subpoena, or other legal process;  

●​ To investigate, prevent, or take action regarding illegal activities, suspected 
fraud, violations of our terms and conditions, or situations involving threats to 
our property or the property or physical safety of any person or third party;  

●​ To establish, protect, or exercise our legal rights or defend against legal claims; 
or   

●​ To facilitate the financing, securitization, insuring, sale, assignment, bankruptcy, 
or other disposal of all or part of our business or assets.   

Educator Compliance with Student Privacy Laws  

If you are an Educator or Adult who has registered to participate in Emoti-Con, you agree to 
keep confidential any information about your students that we provide to you and to use 
such information solely for evaluative educational purposes.  You shall not disclose such 
information to any third party unless otherwise required or permitted by law or school 
policy.  

Account and Data Security 

We store your information in a secure manner and safeguard it from unauthorized access in 
a secure, restricted-access database.  However, no data stored or transmitted over the 
Internet can be guaranteed to be 100% secure.  Therefore, you provide us with your 
information and use our Site at your own risk. 

Keeping your information secure is also your responsibility.  You should take action to 
protect your anonymity when you use this Services.  Please do not share your password with 



anyone and change it when prompted by us.  After you have finished using the Site, log off 
and exit your browser so that no unauthorized persons can use the Services with your name 
and account information.  When you publicly post content, messages, or information to the 
Services, do not give your full name, telephone number, e-mail address, Instant Messenger 
screen name, home address, or the name of your school.  Keep identifying information to a 
minimum.  Please notify us immediately by e-mail at emoticon@mouse.org if you suspect 
that anyone may have gained unauthorized access to your personal information or account. 

Location of Servers and Transfer of Information 

Our servers are located in the United States.  If you are located outside of the United States, 
the information you provide to us will be transferred to the United States.  By using our Site, 
you consent to this transfer and to the collection, storage, processing and use of your 
personal information in the United States.  In addition, our service providers may not be 
located in your geographic area or in the United States.  By providing your personal 
information on the Site, you also consent to the transfer of your data to these service 
providers. 

Review, Change, or Delete Information  

Students and educators.  Any user of the Site can contact us to review, correct, or delete 
information you have provided to us either online or offline.      

Parent or guardians.  Parents or guardians can review their child’s personal information, 
have it corrected or deleted, or refuse to allow the further collection or use of their child’s 
personal information.   

If you would like to request changes, you can contact us by e-mail at emoticon@mouse.org.   

You may choose to prohibit our disclosure of your personal information to others by 
contacting us and directing us to impose such limits.  But if you impose such restrictions, 
we must terminate your participation on the Site and in the online learning platform.  Once 
your participation on the Services has ended or is terminated, we keep your Personal 
Information in our secure archive so that we can contact you in the future about related 
projects and activities that may be of interest to you and for research purposes. 

Questions About This Privacy Notice or Our Privacy Practices  

Please contact Mouse by email at emoticon@mouse.org or at the address and number listed 
above with inquiries about our Privacy Notice or our privacy practices, our Services, or if 
you wish to update, correct, or delete your information. 

Mouse Inc. 
25 Broadway, 12th Floor 
New York, New York 10004  
emoticon@mouse.org  
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